
NFPA Marine Fire Fighter for Land-Based Firefi ghting 

DPSST Applicant Guide to Certification
This guide is provided to the Oregon fi re service as an overview for overview on applying for the DPSST cer� fi ca� on of NFPA 

1005: Standard for Professional Qualifi ca� ons for Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighters.

On the morning of January 6, 2021 the NFPA Ma-

rine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighters Task 

Force convened virtually at the direc� on of the Fire 

Policy Commi! ee (FPC) to review and discuss the 

Na� onal Fire Protec� on Associa� on (NFPA) 1005 

Standard for Professional Qualifi ca� ons for Marine 

Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighters, 2019 

Edi� on. Previously, the Oregon Administra� ve 

Rules (OAR) for fi re related to Marine Fire Fighter 

refered to the 2007 Edi� on. It was the intent of the 

Task Force to evaluate the 2007 adopted standard 

and compare it against he 2021 Edi� on. Their dis-

cussion included how the poten� al adop� on of the 

2019 Edi� on of NFPA 1005 would aff ect the Ore-

gon fi re service. As a result of their work, the Task 

Force establised the importance of the Oregon fi re 

service maintaining the most current standards 

available from the NFPA and made ther ecommen-

da� on to adopt the 2019 Edi� on of NFPA 1005 into 

OAR. The Task Force requested staff  to create a 

guide to discuss and share informa� on pertaining 

to the updated standard.
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The Task Force did recognize that the previously adopted 2007 Edi� on of NFPA 1005 in OAR rec-

ognized two levels of cer� fi ca� on: NFPA Marine Based Firefi ghter For Land-Based Fire Figh� ng 

Level I and NFPA Marine Based Firefi ghter for Land-Based Fire Figh� ng Level II. In the 2019 Edi-

� on, these two levels are combined to form just one level: NFPA Marine Based Fire Figh� ng for 

Land-Based Fire Fighters (Marine Fire Fighter). Historically, DPSST has seen several levels of cer-

� fi ca� on that went from two to one and vis versa. As in past prac� ce, DPSST will recognize those 

cer� fi ed in both NFPA Marine Based Firefi ghter For Land-Based Fire Figh� ng I and NFPA Marine 

Based Firefi ghter for Land-Based Fire Figh� ng Level II as the equivalent of the newly updated one 

level of cer� fi ca� on. No new cer� fi ca� ons for these individuals will be issued. There are, howev-

er, a handful of individuals who hold NFPA Marine Based Firefi ghter For Land-Based Fire Figh� ng 

I and not II. These individuals will have un� l the end of the next Maintenance Re-Cer� fi ca� on 

Cycle (12-31-2022) to complete the level II por� on of their training and equivalent Task Book to 

receive an NFPA Marine Based Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighters II cer� fi ca� on. 

If you are one of the individuals with NFPA Marine Based Firefi ghter for Land-Based Fire Figh� ng 

I and not II, please contact DPSST staff  who can assist you with poten� al op� ons to obtain your 

level II.

PREVIOUS VS. CURRENT LEVELS OF CERTIFICATION:
What Happens to my 2007 Edi� on Cer� fi ca� ons?

Marine Firefi ghter Equivilency Chart

2007 Edi� on 2019 Edi� on

NFPA Marine Fire Fighter for 
Land-Based Fire! ghting Level I NFPA Marine Fire Fighter for 

Land-Based Fire! ghtingNFPA Marine Fire Fighter for 
Land-Based Fire! ghting Level II

SUGGESTED COURSES
Applicant must complete training in NFPA 1005 Marine Fire Fighter for Land-Based Fire Figh� ng, 

Chapter 4. Below is a list of Task Force-iden� fi ed courses that cover this training requirement. Ad-

di� onal courses will be added should more be iden� fi ed. This list is not comprehensive, so please 

contact DPSST Fire Cer� fi ca� on staff  for ques� ons about add� onal op� ons.

• Mari� me Safety Associa� on (MFSA): Find them at mfsa.com

• Na� onally Recognized Curriculum: So far, Interna� onal Fire Service Training Associa� on 

(IFSTA) has been the only na� onally recognized associa� on that provides curriculum for 

this level of cer� fi ca� on. 

TASK BOOK INFORMATION
In addi� on to the required training, the NFPA Marine Fire Fighter for Land-Based Firefi gh� ng Task 

Book is required for cer� fi ca� on at this level. Due to the specifi c nature of NFPA 1005 training 

and requirements, the Task Force made the determina� on to keep the evalua� on check boxes 

at three evaluator reviews for the Job Performance Requirements in the Task Book. Addi� onally, 

a Task Performance Evalua� on is not an op� on for this level of cer� fi ca� on as it is some others.
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TION:
 on Cer� fi ca� ons? The below was iden� fi ed as important topics for cer� fi ed NFPA Marine Firefi ghters’ awareness. 

The minimum required training comes from the Job Performance Requirements found in NFPA 

1005, but the Task Force found these topics vital to the successfully func� oning at this level.  This 

informa� on may be used as supplemental training to include in lesson plans for ini� al  and main-

tenance training.

i.      Communica� on plans

Reliable communica� on on a complex fi re incident is cri� cal to opera� onal success and 

fi refi ghter safety. A shipboard incident has inherent communica� on challenges, and normal 

communica� on op� ons may prove to be ineff ec� ve. All fi refi ghters must be thoroughly 

knowledgeable regarding their local jurisdic� on’s radio communica� ons policies, proce-

dures and equipment. Marine fi refi ghters must also be familiar with mutual aid depart-

ments’ procedures and the plans in place to communicate eff ec� vely on an expanding inci-

dent, with special regard for the challenges of shipboard communica� ons.

ii.      Knowledge of your local facili� es

Marine fi refi ghters must be proac� ve in order to maximize eff ec� veness and safety in the 

event of a major incident. Thorough prefi re planning of facili� es in one’s response area will 

provide cri� cal informa� on that will be needed to properly set up the scene and perform 

when there is an emergency. Pay par� cular a" en� on to access and egress, weight limits, 

water supply, common types of ships and cargo and poten� al HAZMAT involvement.

iii.      Water supply issues

Providing an adequate water supply for fi refi gh� ng opera� ons can be diffi  cult even on a 

rou� ne structure fi re. The fl ow requirements and unique nature of a major shipboard call 

will prove even more challenging. A marine fi refi ghter must have a working knowledge of 

water supply op� ons in a variety of scenarios within their response area. A proac� ve ap-

proach and well-developed prefi re plans will guide crews through useable op� ons to reach 

the fl ow requirements on a major call.  Each jurisdic� on is unique with regard to infrastruc-

ture and resources. The marine fi refi ghter should be well versed in the intricacies of water 

supply at marine facili� es, and have primary and backup plans in mind prior to the response 

on a marine incident.  

iv.      Safety issues

Communica� ons- Ineff ec� ve communica� on planning and implementa� on is cri� cal to 

effi  cient and safe fi refi gh� ng tac� cs. Every eff ort must be made to preplan communica-

� on op� ons in one’s jurisdic� on, and a marine fi refi ghter must be familiar with all relevant 

equipment and protocols.

HAZMAT and other hazards as reported by RP- Ship personnel will be a source of valuable 

safety informa� on at an emergency scene. Type and quan� ty of cargo may necessitate 

a measured approach, par� cularly with Hazardous Materials. Refer to local protocol for 

HAZMAT ID and response procedures and protocols. Above all, obtain such cri� cal infor-

ma� on early in the response so appropriate consults can be made and safe tac� cs can be 

implemented.

Land and Waterside RIT- Consider mul� ple RIT assignments on a shipboard fi re. It may be 

appropriate to have a waterside RIT assignment for fi refi ghter safety in the event that a 

TOPICAL INFORMATION
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fi refi ghter needs water rescue. This is in addi� on to and separate from the tradi� onal RIT 

that is on standby for fi refi ghter rescue in the IDLH.

Vessel stability- Consistent monitoring, recording and communica� ng of vessel stabiliza-

� on info (dra�  marks, etc.) can iden� fy a poten� ally catastrophic change in vessel stability, 

especially when large volume tac� cs are in use. Ensure that this assignment is clearly given 

to a fi refi ghter or crew in an appropriate loca� on.

Mooring Lines- Mooring lines under tension contain signifi cant poten� al energy. Much like 

a collapse zone, they must be respected and given as large a radius as possible in order 

to prevent injury or death if failure occurs and the lines move suddenly and violently. This 

is par� cularly true with land-based haul systems that pull ships along during loading and 

unloading.

Dura� on of air supply/crew rota� on- Shipboard fi re tac� cs generally have higher air needs 

due to the sheer size of the IDLH and increased exer� on for advancing lines, etc. Shipboard 

fi refi ghters must be vigilant in monitoring their air, and Incident Command must develop 

and implement proac� ve crew rota� ons and other needed support. Rehab should be es-

tablished early and consistently used.

Diffi  cul� es of below-grade rescues- Extrac� on and rescue of an injured or ill fi refi ghter 

working below grade in a ship provides signifi cant challenges and personnel needs. Nar-

row, steep stairwells, mul� ple levels, complicated layouts and long distances add to the 

diffi  culty in moving a pa� ent AND se�  ng up needed rope systems. Consider reques� ng 

technical rescue resources and more personnel for the rescue and any appropriate medical 

care needs.

Lockout/Tagout- Marine fi refi ghters must use ship plans and personnel to iden� fy the spe-

cifi c hazards of a given vessel, and should work to mi� gate them as much as possible.  

Consider lockout/ tagout to reliably isolate electrical and other hazards.

v.      Mutual aid and on-scene qualifi ca� ons 

A cer� fi ed marine fi refi ghter responding to a related incident should relay their cer� fi -

ca� on level to Incident Command through proper chain of command. This cer� fi ca� on 

refl ects a base of knowledge that may be needed as strategy and tac� cs are developed.  In-

cident Command may confer with cer� fi ed members, and may a" empt to iden� fy cer� fi ed 

members for specifi c assignments. This is especially important on mutual aid responses, 

where command is less likely to be familiar with individual fi refi ghters’ training and cer� -

fi ca� on backgrounds.

TOPICAL INFORMATION CONTINUED
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OREGON ADMINISTRATIVE RULE
259-009-0005

Defi ni� ons

(59) “NFPA Marine Land-Based Fire Fighter” means a person who has met the job performance 

requirements defi ned in NFPA 1005 sec� ons 4.1 through 4.5.

259-009-0062

Fire Service Professional Cer� fi ca� on

(d) The provisions of NFPA Standard 1005, 2019 Edi� on, en� tled “Standard for Professional 

Qualifi ca� ons for Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land Based Fire Fighters,” are adopted.

(A) For cer� fi ca� on as NFPA Marine Land-Based Fire Fighter, the candidate must:

(i) Be cer� fi ed as NFPA Fire Fighter II, or be both an Advanced Exterior Facility Fire Brigade 

Member and an Interior Structural Facility Fire Brigade Member as defi ned by Chapters 5 and 

6 of NFPA 1081;

(ii) Meet the job performance requirements defi ned in Sec� ons 4.1 through 4.5 of the NFPA 

1005 Standard; and

(iii) Complete a Department-approved task book for Marine Land-Based Fire Fighter. The task 

book must be approved by the Agency Head or Training Offi  cer.

(B) Historical Recogni� on and Transi� on from the 2007 Edi� on to the 2019 Edi� on. Prior to 

adop� on of the 2019 Edi� on of NFPA Standard 1005, this standard was administered as two 

separate cer� fi ca� ons � tled NFPA Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighter I and NFPA 

Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighter II.

(i) Any person who holds ac� ve Department-issued NFPA Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based 

Fire Fighter I and II cer� fi ca� ons will be recognized as equivalent to holding the NFPA Marine 

Land-Based Fire Fighter cer� fi ca� on.

(ii) Any person who holds ac� ve Department-issued NFPA Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based 

Fire Fighter I and II cer� fi ca� ons may keep the cer� fi ca� ons ac� ve by comple� ng the cer� fi ca-

� on maintenance requirements.

(iii) Eff ec� ve January 1, 2023, no new cer� fi ca� ons will be issued for NFPA Marine Fire Figh� ng 

for Land-Based Fire Fighter I and NFPA Marine Fire Figh� ng for Land-Based Fire Fighter II. A# er 

January 1, 2023, DPSST will permanently lapse any Level I cer� fi ca� ons without a Level II cer� -

fi ca� on.

259-009-0065

Maintenance

(a) Opera� ons Track. The Opera� ons cer� fi ca� on track requires a minimum of 60 hours com-

pleted annually and includes the following cer� fi ca� ons:

NFPA Marine Land-Based Fire Fighter


