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Trust Lands

* The act of Congress admitting Oregon to the Union
in 1859 granted nearly 3.4 million acres (sections
16 &36 of each township) of the new state’s land
"for the use of schools."

* Moneys generated are deposited into the Common
School Fund to support Oregon’s K-12 public
schools.

* The State Land Board was established to oversee
these “school lands” and has been the trustee of
the Common School Fund for more than 150 years.



State of Oregon

* Uplands —
- Trust Lands (constitutional-maximize
revenue over the long term for the benefit

of schools)
- Non-Trust Lands (statutory-can have other
management mandates such as habitat,
special stewardship, etc.)

 Waterways — (statutory)
- Tidally influenced waterways

- Waterways that meet the federal test of
navigability.



State Owned Waterways
(Statutory)

Open for all lawful uses by the public.

The Department has a duty to keep waterways
open to public navigation, commerce, recreation
and fisheries.

 Meandered Lakes (surveyed)

* Navigable Rivers

* Tidally influenced waterways.

* Territorial Sea (3 nautical miles)
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Oregon Constitution
Article VIIl, Section 5(2)

- The State Land Board, through the
Department, has a constitutional
responsibility to manage “the lands
under its jurisdiction with the object
of obtaining the greatest benefit for
the people of this state, consistent
with the conservation of the resource
under sound techniques of land
management”.

All Trust and Non-Trust Lands



