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2016 GENERAL AUTHORIZATION 
The 2016 General Authorization (GA) is needed only in Essential Salmon Habitat (ESH) outside of the moratorium 

areas. These include only the ESH segments that extend below the lowest extent of the spawning habitat in any 

river or tributary.   

There is no prohibition on placer mining in upstream segments that do not provide fish passage due to naturally 

occurring or lawfully placed barriers. An authorization from DSL is not required in these areas because there is a 

blanket 50 cubic yard exemption that applies to all activities, including mining, in non-ESH streams. 

Non-motorized prospecting is exempt. Prospectors are limited to removing less than one cubic yard of material 

from within the bed or wet perimeter of any single State Scenic Waterway or Essential Salmon Habitat stream 

annually, and less than 50 cubic yards on other waters. Prospecting does not require a permit from DSL. 

Prospecting is not allowed at any site where fish eggs are present.  

DSL has revised and simplified the GA application process for disturbing less than 25 cubic yards per year within 

ESH streams. You may apply for and receive a placer mining authorization online: www.statelandsonline.com.  

Activities under this general authorization are not allowed in Oregon Scenic Waterways. 

A simplified paper authorization also is available online. Fill out the top half, send it to DSL to review and we will 

return it with an approval signature if the application is eligible.  

You must submit an annual report by February 28 of each year to be eligible to apply for a recreational placer 

mining GA the following year. 

The Department limits the total number of authorizations and permits for motorized mining in any river and 

tributary thereof, of which any portion contains ESH or naturally reproducing populations of bull trout, to 850 

annually using the following process: 

(a) For eligible notifications that are received between January 1 and the last business day in February of 

each year, priority, to the greatest extent practicable, will be given to persons who have held a general 

authorization for recreational placer mining or an individual permit for motorized placer mining from the 

Department of State Lands, or a 700PM permit from the Department of Environmental Quality for the 

longest period of time between 2006 and 2014. The Department will assign one point for each year a 

person has held an authorization or permit from either agency between 2006 and 2014 for a possible 

total of up to nine points. 

(b) The persons that receive the highest number of points will receive authorizations or permits. If there are 

more persons that have the same number of points compared to the number of permits or authorizations 

available, permits or authorizations will be awarded through random selection. 
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(c) If fewer than 850 eligible notifications are received between January 1 and the last day of February of 

each year and there is a balance of permits or authorizations to distribute, priority will be given according 

to date of notification. 

(d) Individual permit applications for motorized placer mining received between January 1 and the last 

business day of February of each year will be included in the process described in (a) through (b) above 

and those received after the last business day in February of each year will be included in the process 

described in (c) above. 

(e) The Department will notify persons of the issuance or denial of an authorization by April 30 of each year. 

The notice is served when deposited in the United States Mail. 


