
Metadata in ArcGIS Pro Resources

 Creating FGDC CSDGM Metadata
 View and Edit Metadata

 Create and Manage Metadata in 
ArcGIS Pro

 Copy or Import Metadata to an 
Item

 Best Practices for Editing 
Metadata

 Video Exploring and Importing 
Metadata in ArcGIS Pro

 ArcGIS Pro Metadata for ArcGIS 
Online, FGDC Style, from Scratch

Many of the resources listed are how-to guides and 
walk the user through creating metadata from scratch, 
importing and editing.

https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/3.1/help/metadata/create-fgdc-csdgm-metadata.htm
https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/3.1/help/metadata/view-and-edit-metadata.htm
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/create-and-manage-metadata-in-arcgis-pro/?srsltid=AfmBOoreNvlCbVpzoan4HOK7762oujErZiySp5-4yffK9Y2tUc8uAawM
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/create-and-manage-metadata-in-arcgis-pro/?srsltid=AfmBOoreNvlCbVpzoan4HOK7762oujErZiySp5-4yffK9Y2tUc8uAawM
https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/3.1/help/metadata/copy-or-import-metadata-to-an-item.htm
https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/3.1/help/metadata/copy-or-import-metadata-to-an-item.htm
https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/3.1/help/metadata/best-practices-for-editing-metadata.htm
https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/3.1/help/metadata/best-practices-for-editing-metadata.htm
https://community.esri.com/t5/video/gallerypage/video-id/6327047147112
https://community.esri.com/t5/video/gallerypage/video-id/6327047147112
https://geoapps.nj.gov/njgin/documents/MD_ArcGIS_from_scratch_using_Pro_for_AGO.pdf
https://geoapps.nj.gov/njgin/documents/MD_ArcGIS_from_scratch_using_Pro_for_AGO.pdf


You may see this message pop up if your exiting 
metadata needs to be updated.  You may have to 
Upgrade and select the FGDC CSDGM Content opion 
in order to view or edit these existing metadata. 

Clicking the “Synchronize” option from the 
Metadata menu will automatically update 
an ArcGIS item's metadata with the 
current properties of the item.

For example, if the metadata describes the 
item as having one projection but the 
item's projection has changed since the 
last automatic update, the old projection 
information in the metadata will be 
replaced with the new projection 
information.

After you Upgrade your metadata (if needed), 
Synchronize (if needed), you have the option to 
select the Edit option from the Metadata menu and 
this will open a new editing window where options 
to write directly to each section are available.



Field Name: Title
Element#: 8.4
XML Tag: <title>

Field Name: Purpose
Element#: 1.2.2
XML Tag: <purpose>

Field Name: Abstract
Element#: 1.2.1
XML Tag: <abstract>

Field Name: Contact 
Information
Element#: 10
XML Tag: <cntinfo>

Field Name: Use Constraints
Element#: 1.8
XML Tag: <useconst>

Overview
Section

Pages:
• Item Description
• Topics & Keywords
• Citation
• Citation Contacts
• Contacts Manager



Field Name: W, E, N, S Bounding Coordinates
Element#: 1.5.1.1 – 1.5.1.4
XML Tags: 
<westbc>
<easttbc>
<northbc>
<southbc>

Field Name: Theme Keyword
Element#: 1.6.1.2
XML Tags: <themekey>

*this is found at the bottom of the Item Description page in the Overview section*

Field Name: Place Keyword
Element#: 1.6.2.2
XML Tags: <placekey>

Overview
Section
Pages:
• Item Description
• Topics & Keywords
• Citation
• Citation Contacts
• Contacts Manager



Overview Section
Pages:
• Item Description
• Topics & Keywords
• Citation
• Citation Contacts
• Contacts Manager

Field Name: Title
Element#: 8.4
XML Tags: <title>

Field Name: Publication Date
Element#: 8.2
XML Tags: <pubdate>

Field Name: Calendar Date
Element#: 9.1.1
XML Tags: <caldate>

Field Name: Time Period 
Information
Element#: 9
XML Tags: <timeinfo>



Field Name: Publisher
Element#: 8.8.2
XML Tags: <publish>

Overview Section
Pages:
• Item Description
• Topics & Keywords
• Citation
• Citation Contacts
• Contacts Manager

Field Name: Originator
Element#: 8.1
XML Tags: <origin>



Metadata
Pages:
• Details
• Contacts
• Maintenance
• Constraints

Field Name: Metadata Date
Element#: 7.1
XML Tags: <metd>

Field Name: Access Constraints
Element#: 1.7
XML Tags: <acconst>



Resource
Pages:
• Details
• Extents
• Points of Contact
• Maintenance
• Constraints
• Spatial Data 

Representation
• Content
• Quality
• Lineage
• Distribution
• Fields
• References
• Geoprocessing History

Field Name: Completeness Report
Element#: 2.3
XML Tags: <complete>



Field Name: Contact 
Information
Element#: 10
XML Tags: <cntinfo>

Field Name: Contact 
Organization Primary 
Element#: 10.2
XML Tags: <cntorgp>

Field Name: Contact 
Organization
Element#: 10.2.1
XML Tags: <cntorg>

Field Name: Contact Voice 
Telephone
Element#: 10.5
XML Tags: <cntvoice>

Field Name: Point of Contact
Element#: 1.9
XML Tags: <ptcontac>

Resource
Pages:
• Details
• Extents
• Points of Contact
• Maintenance
• Constraints
• Spatial Data 

Representation
• Content
• Quality
• Lineage
• Distribution
• Fields
• References
• Geoprocessing History



Resource
Pages:
• Details
• Extents
• Points of Contact
• Maintenance
• Constraints
• Spatial Data 

Representation
• Content
• Quality
• Lineage
• Distribution
• Fields
• References
• Geoprocessing History

Field Name: Attribute Label
Element#: 5.1.2.1
XML Tags: <attrlabl>

Field Name: Attribute 
Definition
Element#: 5.1.2.2
XML Tags: <attrdefl>

Field Name: Entity and 
Attribute Overview
Element#: 5.2.1
XML Tags: <eaover>



Resource
Pages:
• Details
• Extents
• Points of Contact
• Maintenance
• Constraints
• Spatial Data 

Representation
• Content
• Quality
• Lineage
• Distribution
• Fields
• References
• Geoprocessing History

Try to find the best fit for these 
elements in the Spatial 
Representation Information sections. 
They do not fit exactly, but adding 
relevant information would be best. 
Hitting the “Synchronize” button from 
the Metadata Editor will auto-
populate. 



Working with Metadata in ArcGIS Online

Click the “Metadata” 
button to open the 

Metadata Editor



Working with Metadata in ArcGIS Online
Click here to get the 
dropdown menu

There are several 
options to edit, 

replace or download 
your metadata in the 

Editor window
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