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Energy History Timeline

The Oregon Department of Energy first introduced an Energy History Timeline in the 2020 edition of
this Biennial Energy Report. It aimed to show how Oregon'’s energy systems have evolved over time,
from harnessing the state’s various natural resources to human events like technology
development and energy crises. The timeline also shared events that significantly affected
Oregon'’s Tribes — the original inhabitants of this state. Among the many events along the
timeline are actions and policy choices that Oregon’s leaders and citizens have made in
response to changing times, like stronger clean energy policies or a focus on electric vehicle
adoption.

In 2022, the agency evolved the timeline to create an interactive online tool and experience.
The ODOE team collected dozens of photographs, stories, videos, and more to create an
insightful and informative journey through Oregon’s energy history and present. The
interactive tool is composed of five layered timelines: Energy Technology & Innovation, Energy
Policy, Diverse Energy Contributors, Oregon Department of Energy history, and a main events
timeline. Each one showcases points in time that have shaped Oregon’s energy landscape and
the way we live today.

ODOE has added additional milestones from the last two years, including new ODOE work like
the Oregon Energy Strategy, policies like a natural and working lands carbon sequestration
goal, and new legislation, like the FAIR (Fairness & Affordability in Residential Energy) Act.

Explore the online tool: https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/timeline
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Timeline Tool Tips
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Left image- Alcoa Aluminum Co. poster
during World War Il, courtesy National
Archives.

Check out the Audio link to listen Guthrie's
songs from the "Columbia River Songbook™!
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GRAND COULEE DAM BEGINS
OPERATION AND FLOODING OF
KETTLE FALLS

Don't miss the "Find out more” link fo an article and video from
Spokane Historical on the Ceremony of Tears.

Grand Coulee Dam, the largest concrete structure ever built at the time
begins operation. It is estimated that electricity from this dam provides
enough power to produce the aluminum in about one-third of the planes
built during World War I1. The construction inundates an important, historic
fishing ground at Kettle Falls under Lake Roosevelt in Washington state
The three-day gathering before the falls are flooded is called the
Ceremony of Tears. A First Salmon Ceremony, to call salmon back
continues to be held at Kettle Falls even though construction of the dam
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WOODY GUTHRIE & THE "COLUMBIA
RIVER SONGBOOK"

Check out the Audio link to listen Guthrie's songs from the "Columbia
River Songhbook"!

Woody Guthrie starts work at BPA. He was hired to write songs and produced
26 songs in the 30 days of his employment which later were collected into the
Columbia River Songbook.” The most famous of these songs is “Roll On
Columbia,” the state folk song of Washington
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As you explore events, be sure to
check for multimedia and links.
Notice the left side of the Grand
Coulee Dam event. There are
multiple images to view.

Events may have video or audio
features, like this entry that will play
Woody Guthrie's love song to the
Columbia River.

More user experience tips and instructions are available: https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/timeline
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