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2023 ORSC Energy Code Proposal Process
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Outline for today:

• New Rules

• How to submit changes

• Supporting information for submitting a proposal



Residential Energy Code Adoption Rules
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New Rules for the 2023 ORSC Adoption Process:

• OAR 918-008-0250.

• Page 4 of the Code Amendment Proposal Application

• Show all the work for compliance

• Assumptions and baseline must understood, and 
repeatable by BCD staff and stakeholders.

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action;JSESSIONID_OARD=T_9AH-mCrvxp-Rbpsn-dHelzN_prpSDOFPDMbY8TdgIhpv0RvFUN!-1045449680?ruleVrsnRsn=291700


ORSC Adoption Web Pages
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BCD Home Page:

• Select “Code 
adoption and 
review”

• Select “ORSC –
Oregon Residential 
Specialty Code”



ORSC Adoption Web Pages
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Oregon Residential Specialty 
Code Adoption

• Link for submitting a code 
proposal

• Draft copy of “2023 ORSC –
Draft Chapter 11, Energy 
Efficiency”

• Baseline inputs and 
Assumptions spreadsheets 
(I&A) for the 2021 code and 
2023 Baseline document

• Fuel costs for energy 
sources



CH 11 Draft Document
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Baseline document for proposals.

• Blue shows minimum revisions proposed for 
inclusion in 2023 ORSC to meet ZERH-
Equivalent v.06 performance.

• Starting point for the code committee review

• Bold, Blue Underline: New for 2023
• Blue Strikeout: Deleted from 2021 

• Proposed changes:

• Red, bold underline for adding language
• Red strikethrough for deleting language



Proposal Application Document

7

All proposed code changes:

• Part I - Show code change

• Part II - Proposal requirements 

• Administration of code is outside of code 
change scope

• Other laws, rules, or codes

• Part III - Proposal criteria (any revision)

• How to describe for the code committee

• Fiscal

Energy code changes:

• Part IV: Alignment with new rules

• Modeling of energy savings

• Cost of revisions



Proposal Format

8

Examples of format for showing revisions in the proposal application

• Existing 2021 ORSC language (black font), modifying is red font
• Modifying baseline revisions for 2023 ORSC to meet ZERH equivalency 

(blue font)

Copy the language into the proposal and mark up as shown for each 
proposed change. 

3. Heated or cooled detached accessory structures that are not habitable shall meet 
the following envelope requirements without any additional measures: Walls: R-
21/U-0.064; Roofs: R-38/U-0.027 (attic) or R-20 continuous insulation/U-0.048 
(above deck); Windows: U-0.35; Opaque doors: U-0.70 U-0.50; Roll-up doors: U-
0.50. 

4. New buildings using Section N1105.3.1, Exception 3, shall select two eight
additional measures from Table N1101.1(2). 



Draft 2023 Inputs and Assumptions Document
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Draft 2023 Inputs and Assumptions Document

10

Document proposed changes to I&A sheet, including any differences used in 
energy models

• For each component related to the proposal: 

▪ Show intended revisions of Input (Bold, Red Underline)
▪ Changes in assumptions (if applicable)
▪ Methodology used; source of data



Energy Analysis Results
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Energy Model should show weighted annual energy use and cost for 
before (2023 baseline) and after proposed revision

• Weighting of results by Climate Zone, Heating fuel (Gas/Electric), 
Crawlspace vs. Slab on Grade (SOG), and Without AC (Gas homes)

• Weighting of each example using figures in I&A spreadsheet



Energy Analysis Results
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Energy Model should show at least the Simple Payback rollup, but Life 
Cycle Cost (LCC) is also acceptable.

Simple Payback rollup

Simple Payback detail



Cost Analysis Results
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Energy Model should show verifiable cost data. Example of Advanced 
Framing with R-21 Walls:

MUST Include       
(per new Rule)

• Materials

• Labor

• Profit & Overhead



Other Notes for Proposals
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• Look for Synergies with other proposals (work together)

• Review other proposals to see if you wish to provide input to 
committee

• As time permits, Division will be reaching out to proponents

• Completeness of proposals

• Assistance with energy models?



Home Size 
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If proposing, information on energy use and costs relative to 

smaller and/or larger homes

• Assumptions likely to remain the same between size models and I&A 

baseline: 

▪ Occupants, plug load, DHW use, orientation of home (incl. 

window ratio per exposure)

▪ Assumptions likely to differ: Ventilation, envelope (maintain ratio of 

window-to-wall), HVAC system size, etc.

▪ Proposal of what more/less is required relative to baseline 

code (based on the home size)



ERI Compliance Path vs. “Modeling”
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Energy Rating Index Compliance Path

• Energy “Modeling” outdated

• IECC Residential has ERI path (HERS rating)

• Language ready to go, with only alignment of ERI score to “Code 
baseline”

• ERI Target would be pending final document recommended by 
committee

• Considering recommendation to code committee and Board



Proposals for Energy Code

Questions and Answers

17

QUESTIONS?

Discussion…
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• Action items identified and distributed
• Next meeting date 9/13/2022
• Any questions, please send to:
Roger.Kainu@Oregon.Gov

• Meeting materials:
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Get-
Involved/Pages/Energy-Code-Stakeholder-
Panel.aspx

• BCD:
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/Pages/index.a
spx

Meeting 

Wrap-up

mailto:Roger.Kainu@Oregon.Gov
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Get-Involved/Pages/Energy-Code-Stakeholder-Panel.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/Pages/index.aspx

