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~ Columbia Riverkeeper’s Data Centers Resources

WEBINAR N A Closer Look:

Columbia River Data Centers

columbiariverkeeper.org


https://columbiariverkeeper.org

Data centers use a tremendous
amount of water

Every year, a 100MW data center will
consume 100 million gallons of water,
enough for 2,500 people’s domestic use
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Water Quality Issues [yt

e Technologies for keeping data centers
cool contain pollutants not normally
targeted for removal by municipal
wastewater treatment plants.

Wastewater discharged from data
centers can contain various
contaminants, including PFAS
chemicals, biocides, anti-scaling
agents, corrosion inhibitors, heavy
metals, and other pollutants.

Data Centers water use is
exacerbating issues of nitrate
contamination in Umatilla and Morrow
Counties
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Big Tech’s data centers refuse to
share their water data




Data Center Secrecy Bieiiiss

* In 2023, The Dalles sued the Oregonian
to prevent it from obtaining basic info
on water usage by Google's data
centers, claiming that water use is a
“trade secret.”

* In Washington state, 2026 legislation
would have included water and energy
use reporting, Amazon and Microsoft
fought hard to stop even basic
transparency provisions and they won.




Environmental In ustlée-- =
on the Columbla River.




Tension between water and
energy conservation

e Direct relationship between water
usage and energy efficiency at data
centers because ‘nv most L‘.‘ﬂltl@ill
cooling technologies use
than other options.

more water

f&%hm 1ld we support a reduction i
nergy at the expense of h J_“ELI_‘L
water usage, or should we allow for
i‘uglg‘u_‘vf energy usage to preserve
water for surrou ndis ng communities?
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Water Reporting Policy Concepts




ake a Pause?’

A pause, or short term moratorium on new data
centers would allow regulations to catch up to
protect our waters, cllmate, and communities




Who is in charge?



https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/the-ai-energy-monster-is-coming-for-our-salmon-and-electricity
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