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S.1 INTRODUCTION 

OAR 345-021-00lO(l)(s) Information about historic, cultUral and archaeological 
resources providing evidence to support a finding by ·the Council as required by OAR 
345-022-0090, including: · 

Response: OAR 345-022-0090 states in full: 
f 

(1) Except for facilities described in sections (2) and (3), to issue a site 
certificate, the Council must find that the construction, operation am! retirement 
of the facility,. taking· into account mitigation, are not likely to result in significant 

. adverse impacts to: ' 

(a) Historic, cultUral or archaeological resources that have been listed on, or 
would likely be listed on the National Register of Historic Places; · 

(b) For a facility on private land, archaeological objects, as defined in ORS 
358.905(1)(a), or archaeological sites, as defined in ORS 358.905(1)(c); 
and ' . . . 

(c) For a facility on public land, archaeological sites, as defi11:ed in ORS 
358.905(l)(c) 

(2) The Council may issue a site certificate for a facility that would produce 
power from wind, solar or geothermal energy without making (he findings ( · 
·described in section (1). However, the Council may apply the requirements of 
section (1) to impose conditions on a site certificate issued for such a facility. 

(3) The Council may issue a site certificate for a special criteria facility under 
OAR 345-015-0310 without making the findings described in section (1). 
However, the Council may apply the requirements of section (1) to impose 
conditions on a site certificate issued for such a facility. 

This Exhibit provides information about historic, cultural, and archaeological resources 
that will support a finding by the Council as set forth above. The analysis area for 
cultural resources is defined as "the area within the site boundary" and. is considered to 
include the construction area of the proposed wind power generating facility, existing 
road sections requiring widening, new road construction, underground and overhead 
power collection systems, new· substations, Operations and Maintenance facility ("O & 
M"), and temporary construction lay-down areas. 

S.2 SUMMARY 

The following is a brief summary of the methods, results, and conclusions of the historic, 
cultural, and archaeological investigation performed for the Klondike III Wind Project. 
Full investigation results are provided in the technical report prepared for the project, 
which is included as Appendix S:-1. 
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Methods of investigation included a literature review and· records search (includiJ!g 
records of the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office), as well as field investigations. 
The fieldwork consisted of the systematic pedestrian survey of the proposed turbine 
string aligmiients, laydown areas, new roads, overhead and underground utility lines, 
substations, meteorological towers, improvements to existing roads, and wildlife 
mitigation area. The :fieldwork for the Klondike III Wind Project survey was conducted 
by walking parallel transects spaced at 20-m (66-ft) intervals, oriented either-north-south 
or east-west across the project areas. The project survey areas were located by using 
maps and a hand-held Global Positioning System (GPS) unit to match Universal 
Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinates that were provided for the alignments. by David 
Evans & Associates, Inc. (DEA). No subsurface probes were excavated, because no 
locations within the surveyed areas were considered likely to contain buried cultural 
deposits that would not be visible on th_e surface. Fieldwork for the project was conducted 
in five field sessions under the general supervision of AINW Senior Archaeologist David 
V. Ellis, M.P.A. AJNW Supervising Archaeologist R. Todd Baker, M.A., served as the 
field director for the field studies. 

Results of the cultural resource survey showed that there were no previously recorded 
archaeological resources within the analy~is area. Four archaeological resources were 
identified in the AJNW field survey. Three of these resources are prehistoric 
archaeological isolates (each represents the find of a single artifact) and the.fourth is a 
small assemblage of historic-period refuse (also recorded as an archaeological isolate). It 

· is the general policy of the Oregon SHP.O that archaeological isolates are not significant 
resources and are not eligible for listing in the· NRHP. AINW has also stated, based on 
professional opinion, that these isolates ·are not significant resources. No mitigation 

· measures are therefore necessary to address possible project effects to these resources. 
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A number of historic-period resources within the analysis area were identified. Most of 
these resources are buildings and structures associated with private ranching operations, 
although a few are associated with commerciaI and public uses (e.g., the Webfoot 
school). Most of these resources· are recommended as not significant given their lack of 
integrity (primarily due to more recent alterations and modifications) or their lack of 
distinction. Four resources merited more extensive treatment: the Anson farmstead, the 
Emigrant SpriIJ.gs Cemetery, the Webfoot school, and the Columbia Southern railroad 
alignment. However, a more thorough evaluation of these resources indicated that none 
are likely to be eligible. for listing on the National Register of Historic Places., No 
mitigation measures are therefore necessary to address possible project effects to these 
four resources. 

The Oregon Trail alignment through the Klondike III project area is a designated historic 
trail under both federal and Oregon statutes. The alignment of the trail, as best it can be 
reconstructed, crosses the northeastern portion of the Klondike III project area. One 
source (Franzwa 1990) indicated that intact segments of the trail were still visible in the 
early 1980s in the current analysis area. AINW's field crews paid special attention to the 
areas where Franzwa showed intact segments. No physical evidence of the trail was 
obser\red at any of these locations or anywhere else in the field survey. All of the reported 
locations of intact trail segments were agricultural fields, and farming activity is likely to 

\ 
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have obliterated most-if not all-physical traces ·of the trail. In a meeting with the 
Board of Directors of the Sherman County Historical Society on March 9, 2005, Jesse 
Gronner, the Applicant's contact, was told that the Oregon Trail did not always follow a 
well-established route and that farming has erased much of the evidence for the trail. 

Despite the lack of physical evidence for the Oregon Trail within the Klondlke in project 
site boundary, the trail alignment has been recognized· at both the.federal andstate levels. 
Any intact segments ar~ highly likely to be eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places and would also likely be· eligible for designation as a National Historic 
Landmark Given this potential and given discussions between Klondike .ill and the 
Sherman County Historical Society, AINW recommended that construction of the 
Klondike ill pr9ject proceed carefully in the vicinity of the mapped alignment of the 
Oregon Trail. Should intact physical evidence of the trail that· is not currently recognized· 
be observed where there is potential for adverse effects, concerted efforts will be made to 
avoid any disturbance to the intact segments through redesign, re-engineering, or 
imposing limits on the areat extent of construction activity. Should avoidanc;e of intact 
trail segments not be practicable, Klondike III will consult with the Oregon State Historic 

. Preservation Office _to define appropriate mitigation measures. 

In addition, construction qf the turbine strings---especially those in the nqrtheastern 
Klondike III area-are likely to constitute an adverse effect on the visual setting of the 
Oregon Trail alignment in general and any _intact segments that may be extant. This area 
is a focus of visitors to Sherman County explOring the Oregon Trail; therefore, the visual 
impacts to the presently rural setting o.f the trail alignment will be taken into 
consideration and mitigation measures have been proposed. Proposed mitigation 
measures as set forth in- Section S.6 of this Exhibit. 

S.3 RESOURCES LISTED OR ELIGIBLE FOR LISTING UNDER NATIONAL 
REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PIACES 

OAR 345-021-00lO(l)(s)(A) Historic and cultural.. resources within the analysis area 
that have been listed, or would likely be eligible for listing, on-the National Register of 
Historic Places; ' 

Response: The· Oregon Trail alignment thr_pugh the Klondike. III project. area is a 
designated historic trail under both federal and state statutes. The project cultural 
resource investigation found that no intaet segments were documented ·as occurring 
within the project analysis area. This is the only historic or cultural resources within the 
analysis area that has been listed, or would likely be eligible for listing, on the National 
Register of Historic Places. ' 

S.4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS AND SITES ON PRIVATE IANDS 

OAR 345-021-00lO(l)(s)(B) For private lands, archaeological objects,' as defined in 
ORS 358.905(1)(a), and archaeological sites, as defined in ORS 358.905(1)(c), within the 

. af}alysis area; 
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Response: Four archaeological resources were identified in the analysis area. Three of 
these resources are prehistoric archaeological isolates (each represents the find of a single 
artifact)·and the fourth is a small assemblage of historic-period refuse (also recorded as 
an archaeological isolate). - \ 

S.5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS AND SITES ON PUBLIC LANDS 

OAR 345-021-00lO(l)(s)(C) For public lands, archaeological sites, as defined in ORS 
358.905(1)(c), within the analysis area; 

Response: The Klondike ill Wind Project is located entirely on private lands; therefore, 
an inv~stigation of public lands was not conducted. The only public lands within the site 
boundaries were rights-of-way along County roads where road improvements have been 
proposed. No archaeological objects or sites were located on these lands. 

S.6 IMPACTS OF PR(>POSED PROJECT ON IDSTORIC, CULTURAL AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

OAR 345-021·0010(1)(s)(D) The significant pQtential impacts, if any, of the 
construction!/ operation and retirement of the proposed facility on the resources 
described in paragraphs (A), (B) and (C) and a plan for protection of those resources 
that includes at least the following: -

(i) A description of any discovery measures, such as surveys, inventories, and limited 
. subsurface testing work, recommended by the State Historic Preservation Officer 
and the National Park Service of the U.S. Department of Interior for the purpose 
of locating, identifying and assessing the significance of resources listed in OAR 
paragraphs (A), (B), and (C); -

(ii) The results of surveys, inventories, and subsurface testing work recommended by 
.the state and federql agencies listed in subparagraph (i), together -with an 
explanation by the applicant of any variations from the survey, inventory, or 
testing recommended; 

(iii) A list of measures to prevent destruction of the resources identified during 
surveys, inventories· and subsurfac;e testing referred to in subparagraph (i) or 1 

discovered during construction; and 

(iv) A completed copy of any permit applications submitted pursuant to ORS 358.920. 
Notwithstanding OAR 345-021-0000(4), the applicant shall ifl;clude copies of the 
permit applications as par:t of the site certificate application. If the same 
information required by subparagraphs (i) through (iii) above is contained in the 
permit applications, then the applicant may provide cross-references to the 
relevant sections of the permit applications in substitution; and 

Response: No State of Oregon Archaeological Permit was ·required for the 
·archaeological field studies as no subsurface probes were excavated, either in an 
identified archaeological site or as exploratory probes on public lands. 
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It is the general policy of the Oregon SHPO that archaeological isolates are not 
significant resources and are not eligible for listing in th~ NRHP. AINW has also stated,. 
based on professional opinion, that the specific .isolates identified by AINW are not 
significant resources. No mitigation measures are therefore' necessary to address possible 
project effects to these resources. 

Despite the lack of physical evidence for the Oregon Trail within the Klondike ill project 
site boundary, the trail alignment has been recognized at both the federal and state levels. 
Any intact segments are highly likely to be eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places and would also likely be eligible for designation as a National, Historic 
Landmark. Given this potential, construction· of the Klondike ill project wiil proceed 

: carefully in the vicinity of the mapped alignment of the Oregon Trail. Should intact 
physical evidence of the trail, that is not currently recognized, be observed where there is 
potential for adverse effects, concerted efforts will be made to avoid any disturbance to 
the intact segments. These efforts may include . redesign, re-engineering, or imposing 
limits on the areal extent of construction ·activity. Should avoidance of intact trail 
segments not be practicable, Klondike ill will consult· with the Oregon State . Historic 
Preservation Office to determine appropriate mitigation measures. 

! ' 

/ 

In addition, construction of tlie turbine strings-especially those in the northeastern · 
Klondike ill area-are likely to constitute an adverse effect on the visual setting of the 
Oregon Trail alignment in general and any intact segments that 1p,.ay be extant. The 
following mitigation measures are proposed in order to offset adverse visual effects to the 
presently ru;al setting of the trail alignment: 

1. The present setting of the Oregon Trail alignment from· the John Day River 
canyon to Biggs will be _documented through photographs and videotape prior to, 
construction of the Klondike ill project; and 

2. Klondike ill will . partner with the Sherman County Development League and 
consult with the Sherman County Historical . Society to develop and enhance 
educational and interpretive displays and materials on the Oregon Trail at Biggs, 
which offers the best opportunity for visitor contact given the presence of an intact 
segment of the trail at Biggs and the proximity to Interstate 84. 

S.7 PROPOSED MONITORING PROGRAM 

OAR 345-021-00lO(l)(s)(E) The applicant's proposed monitoring program, if any, for 
impacts to historic, cultural and archaeological resources during construction, operation 
and retirement of the proposed facility; 

Response: Survey results have shown that there is a low probability of finding signifieant 
. cultural resources within the project. site boundary due to the agricultural nature of most . 
of the. site. However, should unanticipated archaeological or historical resources be 
·en<;:ountered during project construction, all ground-disturbing activity in the vicinity of 
the find will be halted, in accordance with Oregon, State law (ORS 97.745 and 358.920). 

4/1/2005 Page S-5 

/ 
\ 



J 

Klondike III Wind Project - Exhibit S 

The Oregon, SHPO will be promptly notified to assure compliance with relevant state and 
federal laws and regulations, and a qualified archaeologist would be consulted. 

S.8 CONCLUSION 

4/1/2005 

As demonstrated in this Exhibit, the facility is not likely' to result in significant adverse 
impacts to archaeological resources, because only scattered isolates occur within the site 
boundary. Nor is it likely to have direct' effects on the Oregon Trail, because no intact 
sections remain within the site boundary. The project may have adverse impact on the 
visual setting of the trail. With the proposed mitigation - documentirig the trail alignment 
from the John Day River to Biggs, and partnering with the Sherman County Historical 
Society to develop and enhance interpretive information at Biggs-these iinpacts will not 
be significant. 

Based on abovy information, the Applicant has satisfied the requirements in OAR 345-
0021-0010 (l)(s), and the Council may find that the requirements in OAR 345-022-0090 
are satisfied. 
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APPENDIX S-1 

Cultural Resources Analysis Results 
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USGS Quadrangle: McDonald, Oreg., Klondike, Oreg., and Wasco, Oreg. 

- Project Acres: 694 acres 
Acres Surveyed:· 878 acres 

Project Type: Survey 
Field Notes Location: AINW 
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