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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Glenn Harrison <gr.harrison@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 8:24 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE; Glenn Harrison

Subject: B2H Route

To: Energy Facilities Siting Council 
Date: 8/21/19 
RE: B2H Route 
 
Several times before I have written on behalf of the Oregon Historic Trails Advisory Council pointing out the keyn locations to 
avoid.  I encourage you to review those recommendations. 
 
If the B2H route is to pass the National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center at Flagstaff Hill, the route must be placed 
underground as was recommended earlier. 
 
Glenn Harrison 
1132 30th Place SW 
Albany, OR 97321-3519 





Input on Draft Proposed Order for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Line

Hearing
June 26, 2019
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 1  were coming along the main artery today that comes past
 2  the hospital and then comes to the entrance to our loop,
 3  and we were turning onto the main artery from another
 4  street, and a very, very large dump truck was wanting to
 5  turn onto the street we were turning off of.  We had to
 6  really get out of the way and move and go a different
 7  direction so that truck could get to where it wanted to
 8  go.
 9            Then as we turned onto our street -- and I've
10  noticed this quite often.  Turning onto it, you take up
11  a good part of the street to get around the corner, and
12  then you go a short distance and do the same thing
13  around another corner.  And those are rather blind
14  corners that you are going around.  Having dump trucks
15  going on the streets that are meant for just local
16  traffic is not going to be at all pleasant for any of
17  us.
18            And so the other business -- also knowing that
19  it's not going to be good for the hospital.  We have a
20  helicopter that comes into our hospital, and it comes in
21  at various times.  We are all pretty used to that,
22  except it does make a lot of noise and it does bother
23  some people more than others.  If they are going to be
24  transporting by helicopter over our houses, this is
25  going to be just dreadful.  We don't know really what's
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 1  going to happen.  A lot of people say, Oh, they won't do
 2  that.  I'm at a point where I don't trust anybody unless
 3  I see it in writing they won't do certain things.
 4            And so this is why I wanted to speak to you.
 5  I know this is not meeting your standards, but there are
 6  some things that don't have a written standard.  It's
 7  just common decency and not being bullied by somebody
 8  who wants to have something that you have and they take
 9  it away from you, and that is our peace and quiet.
10  Thank you.
11            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
12            All right.  Let me circle back.  Is there
13  anybody on the phone that wants to give comment?  Is
14  there anybody on the phone that would like to give
15  comment?
16            Hearing none, I am thinking that we'll take a
17  break.  We'll take about 15 minutes or so, and then
18  we'll reconvene so that Council can consider the
19  request.  And in the meantime if there is anybody who
20  hasn't filled out a comment card that wants to give a
21  comment, please do so on the break, and when we come
22  back and reconvene, we'll give you the opportunity to
23  comment.
24            It is 5:49 now, and let's plan on coming back
25  about 5 after 6:00.
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 1            (Recess taken.)
 2            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Let's reconvene,
 3  it's 6 minutes after 6:00.  The first order of business
 4  is just to confirm that Council Member Mary Winters --
 5  is she still on the line?
 6            COUNCILLOR WINTERS: Yes, I'm still on the
 7  line.
 8            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: All right.  Great.
 9  I think you'll want to participate in the decision that
10  Council has before it, the request Council has before
11  it.
12            Before we get to that though, does the Council
13  have any questions for the applicant tonight?
14            MS. TARDAEWETHER: It looks like we have
15  another comment.
16            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: I have received one
17  more comment card.  So before you answer that question
18  and the other question that was presented to you
19  earlier, let's hear from Cynthia Harvey.
20            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: Hello.  My name is
21  Cynthia Harvey.  My residence address is 77647 North
22  Loop Road, Stanfield, Oregon.
23            In March of this year we purchased 1100 acres
24  up in the Meacham area of timberland.  As of today we
25  have never received notice from the State of Oregon or
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 1  Idaho Power about this project.  We have gone online,
 2  and according to the map, they want to put five towers
 3  on us.  So we would be impacted greatly.  It would take
 4  all our stands of timber, all our best water resources,
 5  and basically just destroy our property.
 6            So I am concerned that we have never received
 7  any kind of notice.  So I want that stated in the
 8  record.
 9            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: When did you
10  purchase the property?
11            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: March.
12            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Of 2019?
13            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: This year.
14            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Any other things you

15  wanted to bring up tonight, any other issues?
16            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: Well, we have a lot of
17  issues, but I think the main one is the lack of
18  notification.
19            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
20            Is there anybody else, any public comment?
21  Going once, going twice, for now.
22            Council, questions we have for the applicant?
23            VICE CHAIRMAN JENKINS: I do.
24            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Let's bring up
25  Mr. Stokes then.

Min-U-Script® M & M Court Reporting Service
(208)345-9611(ph)  (800)234-9611  (208)-345-8800(fax)
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Sandy Hattan <srhattan23@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 9:32 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order.

Attachments: Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project.ppt

August 21, 2019 
 
Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Energy Facility Siting Council, 
 
I am writing in protest of the proposed Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project.  
Specifically, I am protesting as a concerned citizen and local research biologist regarding the B2H Draft Proposed Order, 
the 
Final Environmental Impact Statement, and the project’s plan regarding wild and threatened fish.   
 
Morgan Lake Route 3 is proposed to cross Rock Creek approximately 2.5 miles upstream from the Grande Ronde River- 
just below where Sheep Creek flows into Rock Creek.  Here is where the best water quality and coolest water 
temperatures are found during the heat of summer.  Rock Creek is not a Chinook Salmon spawning 
habitat.  However, the lower six miles of Rock Creek have been identified as important habitat for both 
Steelhead and Chinook Salmon smolts. Having personally surveyed the lower four miles of Rock Creek for 
salmonid species with the Grande Ronde Model Watershed, I can attest that both Steelhead and Chinook Salmon smolts 
were found in the lower reaches of Rock Creek.  I have snorkeled these tributaries and understand there importance as 
salmonid habitat.  To acquire site certificates one must be in accordance with OAR 345-022-0060. 
 
Furthermore, both of the proposed routes in Union County for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
project include a crossing of the Ladd Creek and/or its tributaries.   Ladd Creek flows approximately 
14 miles through the Wallowa Whitman National Forest and private land on the east side of the Blue 
Mountains, into the Ladd Marsh Wildlife area, connecting with Catherine Creek and the Grande 
Ronde, Snake, and Columbia Rivers.  

Historically, there were anadromous fish (steelhead and salmon returning from the ocean) in Ladd 
Creek.  ODFW has documented that steelhead and salmon used Ladd Creek for spawning. 
However, construction of Interstate 84 in the 1970’s stopped the passage of these fish above the 
interstate due to a vertical culvert being installed (see attached  
Power Point “Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project - ODOT FTP”). 
 
The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Mission is to protect and enhance Oregon’s fish and 
wildlife and their habitats for use and enjoyment by present and future generations. The department is 
the only state agency charged exclusively with protecting Oregon’s fish and wildlife resources. The 
state Wildlife Policy (ORS 496.012) and Food Fish Management Policy (ORS 506.109) are the 
primary statutes that govern management of fish and wildlife resources.   
 
The B2H Draft Proposed Order (page 9-10 of draft Fish Passage Plan in ASC Exhibit BB, Attachment 
BB-2), states that Ladd Creek and its tributaries contain only local fish (trout), but that status has 
changed due to major culvert work along and under the I-84 interstate in the last 4 years.  As a 
result, the information contained in the B2H Draft Proposed Order is incorrect and out of compliance 
with Oregon and Federal statutes. 
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In 2015, ODOT completed a 2-year project to replace culverts that previously had blocked fish 
passage in the creek and at the I-84 crossing of Ladd Creek (see 
https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/csp/mediapool/sites/LaGrandeObserver/LocalState/story.csp?cid= 
4108250&amp;sid=824&amp;fid=151). 
 
According to ODFW Fish biologist Tim Bailey, in the year after completion of the fish passage project 
(2016) a steelhead redd was documented above the culvert, upstream from the freeway.  
ODOT has continued this fish passage project in 2019 along with plans for freeway reconstruction 
and additional traffic lanes (see https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/odot-works-to-improve- 
i-84-fish-passage-in-ladd-canyon/45648).  Construction has resulted in costs over 32 million dollars, 
and the list of agencies and individuals in support of this costly fish passage project include ODFW, 
Union County Board of Commissioners, The Grande Ronde Model Watershed, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Senator Jeff Merkley, Senator Ron Wyden, and the National Marine Fisheries Service  
(see https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-details.aspx?project=20381) and attached 
([PPT] Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project - ODOT FTP). 
 
An entire watershed is protected when it is determined that it contains federally threatened or 
endangered fish species.  Idaho Power in its application and the B2H Draft Proposed Order have 
failed to incorporate information regarding identification of the habitat category or locations which will 
be impacted by the proposed B2H powerline development. Critical habitat is specifically identified in 
the federal law recording the listing of threatened species (ESA).  The current application and site 
certificate fails to include requirements that would assure that the state is complying with federal laws 
in providing habitat protection for listed species (salmon and steelhead).   
 
The B2H Draft Proposed Order contains the following outdated information: 
1. In Table 1. Road-Stream Crossing Ownership, Risk Summaries, Proposed Crossing Types, and 
Fish Passage Information Idaho Power names 5 waters in the Ladd Creek area (page 9-11 of 
draft Fish Passage Plan in ASC Exhibit BB, Attachment BB-2) with stream crossings.  The 
report states that the only fish in these waters are resident fish.  This information is now 
incorrect.  
2. The B2H Draft Proposed Order states that for all of Ladd Creek and it’s tributary streams that 
“No new ODFW fish plan anticipated.”  (page 9-11 of Attachment BB-2). It cannot be 
overemphasized that this information is now incorrect.  
3. The alternative route Idaho Power has chosen will necessitate a 3a/3b (page 11 BB-2) design 
change for a bridge crossing on Ladd Creek  If this route is chosen, this will trigger an ODFW 
fish passage plan to be implemented  (OAR  17 412-0035) based on Oregon Administrative 
Rules (OAR) 635-412-0020.  Again, the B2H Draft Proposed Order information is now incorrect. 
 
Because of the change of status of the fish population in Ladd Creak, the B2H Draft Proposed Order 
is out of compliance with several Federal and State laws including: 
1. ORS 509.580 through 509.910: Fish Passage; Fishways; Screening Devices; Hatcheries Near 
Dams  
2. OAR 635-41-0005 through 635-412-0040: Fish Passage  
3. Oregon Forest Practice Administrative Rules and Forest Practices Act, OAR Chapter 629 
(ODF 2014)  
4. Forest Practices Technical Note Number 4, Fish Passage Guidelines for New and 
Replacement Structures (ODF 2002)  
5. Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Policy (OAR  635-415-0000 ), which states that :   
(a) The mitigation goal if impacts are unavoidable, is no net loss of either habitat quantity or 
quality and to provide a net benefit of habitat quantity or quality. 
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(b) The Department shall act to achieve the mitigation goal for Category 2 habitat by 
recommending or requiring: 
 
(A) Avoidance of impacts through alternatives to the proposed development action; or 
(B) Mitigation of impacts, if unavoidable, through reliable in-kind, in-proximity habitat 
mitigation to achieve no net loss of either pre-development habitat quantity or quality. In 
addition, a net benefit of habitat quantity or quality must be provided. Progress towards 
achieving the mitigation goals and standards shall be reported on a schedule agreed to in the 
mitigation plan performance measures. The fish and wildlife mitigation measures shall be 
implemented and completed either prior to or concurrent with the development action. 
(c) If neither 635-415-0025(2)(b)(A) or (B) can be achieved, the Department shall    
recommend against or shall not authorize the proposed development action. 
 
In conclusion, the B2H Draft Proposed Order contains an improper evaluation of the potential short 
and long term negative impacts to the fish habitat in the Ladd Creek drainage, including surrounding 
creeks, given the fact that species listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act are now 
returning to Ladd Creek, with their numbers expected to increase in upcoming months and years. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sandy Hattan 
Biological Technician  
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The Problem- Fish Passage

 Ladd Creek, a tributary of Catherine Creek, contains SRB 
steelhead, listed as threatened under the state and federal 
ESA.  Chinook salmon historically spawned in Ladd Creek.

 Construction of I-84 through Ladd Canyon in the 1970’s 
resulted in complete blockage of fish passage for all species 
at all flows as a result of a 20-foot vertical culvert.  12-14 
miles of spawning habitat was blocked.

 Two additional concrete box culverts lower in the canyon 
are partial passage barriers

 Culvert under Brush Creek is structurally deficient and at 
risk of failing



20-foot Vertical Culvert



20-foot Vertical Culvert



Vertical Culvert Outlet 
(3rd crossing)



2nd Crossing under I-84



1st Crossing under I-84



These three crossings are currently 
undersized and two have excessive jump 
heights



Steelhead & Chinook Salmon Recovery
 From Page 5-29, 5-66, 7-45 of the 2010 Northeast Oregon Snake River Draft 

Recovery Plan:

 Roads (I-84) are listed as a primary threat limiting this 
steelhead population.

 This project would address fish passage and habitat access, 
listed as a primary limiting factors for this steelhead 
population.

 Replacing culverts on Ladd Creek is listed as a 
recommended recovery action under this Recovery Plan to 
restore passage and connectivity and improve habitat access 
for steelhead and Chinook salmon.



Chinook Salmon Recovery
 From Pages 5-27 – 5-29 of the 2010 Northeast Oregon Snake River Draft Recovery 

Plan:

 Historically, spring Chinook spawned in Ladd Creek.

 Ladd Creek is an identified MiSa (minor spawning area) and 
although currently not occupied, Ladd Creek has high 
intrinsic spawning potential for Chinook salmon (Carmichael 
et al. 2006).

 Much of the Chinook spawning for the Catherine Creek 
Chinook Population historically occurred high in the 
watershed on public lands (areas blocked by ODOT’s Vertical 
Culvert on Ladd Creek)



Chinook Salmon Recovery
From Pages 5-27 – 5-29 of the 2010 Northeast Oregon Snake River Draft Recovery Plan:

Primary Threats and Limiting Factors

-Roads (I-84) are listed as a primary threat limiting this spring Chinook 
population.

-Primary Limiting Factors for this population include: Poor fish passage, low 
pool frequency, lack of diversity, substandard bank conditions, degraded 
riparian conditions.

-Completion of this project would address the above limiting factors by 
improving fish passage and allowing Chinook access to historic spawning 
areas that habitat surveys have shown have high pool frequency, large woody 
debris, habitat diversity and complexity, vegetated streambanks, and are in 
good riparian condition.  



Chinook & Steelhead Recovery
Valley bottom agricultural lands

Heavily wooded headwaters



Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek

Habitat Survey 
Results Above the 
Vertical Culvert

Habitat Survey 
Results Below the 
Vertical Culvert

Matrix of Pathways 
and Indicators-
NMFS

(ideal habitat 
conditions for listed 
salmonids)

Large Woody 
Debris

226 pieces/mile 35 pieces/mile >20 pieces/mile

Number of Pools 80.5 pools/mile 33.5 pools/mile 70 pools/mile

Substrate 
embeddedness

<5% 2.5 <20%

Bankfull 
width/depth

8.83 11.59 <10



Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek

 As a result of surveys conducted from 1994−1996 by ODF, 
ODFW, and USFS, 12 to 14 miles of potential steelhead 
and Chinook rearing and spawning habitat occurs above the 
vertical culvert.

 Results of the surveys demonstrated that O. mykiss, 
resident rainbow trout, ranging in 3 − 10 inch in length, 
were observed throughout upper Ladd Creek, Smoot’s 
Creek, and Shaw Creek.  Clean-up of a tanker spill in Brush 
Creek, demonstrated that O. mykiss occupy Brush Creek as 
well.



Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek

 Current resident rainbow distribution is being used as a surrogate 
for potential steelhead distribution based on:

a)  The strong genetic similarity between resident rainbow trout and steelhead trout in every 
case they have been examined indicates that, in general, the two forms are genetically 
linked on evolutionary time frames (Good et al. 2005).

b)  Genetic studies have shown that resident and anadromous O. mykiss in the same basin 
are more genetically similar to each other than either is to the same form in another basin 
(Good et al. 2005).

c)  The Deschutes River Study (Zimmerman and Reeves 2000) examined a population in 
British Columbia, where anadromous fish gave rise to resident offspring, and resident fish 
gave rise to anadromous offspring.



Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek

Lot’s of large wood, 
overstory cover, and 
meanders



Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek
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Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek

Deep 
holding 
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Poor Habitat below the Ladd Canyon Culverts

 Habitat survey results show that lower Ladd Creek has extremely limited shade, spawning 
substrate, cover, LWD, and overall habitat complexity.

 Ladd Creek splits into three channels downstream of the Ladd Canyon Culverts, two of 
which have barriers and one of the two split channels does not connect with Catherine Creek 
(trib. of the Grande Ronde River)

 Steelhead and Chinook have been blocked from the primary spawning grounds of Upper 
Ladd Creek since freeway construction in the 1970s.

 It only takes blocking spawning access of five brood years to extirpate a population.

 Lower Ladd Creek is used as rearing habitat for steelhead, Chinook, and bull trout juveniles 

 Out-planting of Catherine Creek adult steelhead, Chinook, and bull trout by ODFW/Tribes 
may be necessary to jump start a run



Intrinsic Potential of Upper Ladd Creek

Past enhancements



The Problem- Traffic Safety

Bottleneck of 
truck traffic in 
Ladd Canyon, 

third lane 
needed 



The Alternatives

 Replace culverts 1 & 2 under I-84 with embedded concrete boxes and…

1)  Remove the west-bound on ramp, bring Ladd Creek to grade, and install a 
roughened shoot under the existing I-84 bridge.



The Alternatives

2)  Slope cutback/culvert under I-84



The Alternatives
3)  Bring Ladd Creek to grade and place a culvert under I-84



Agency Support

 ODFW-Project resides on the Statewide Priority List of fish passage 
barriers in the state.  ODOT has received letter of support from the ODFW 
Northeast Region Manager

 Union County Board of Commissioners has given a letter of support 
for this project.

 The Grande Ronde Model Watershed has given a letter of support for 
this project.

 The US Army Corps of Engineers is supportive of this project and would 
like to assist with funding.

 Jeff Merkley of the United States Senate has written a letter of support 
for this project.

 Ron Wyden of the United States Senate has written a letter of support 
for this project.

 NMFS have agreed to write a letter of support for this project.



The End
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
 



















































































Input on Draft Proposed Order for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Line

Hearing
June 20, 2019

Page 38

 1  massive construction trucks -- that is
 2  Modelaire/Hawthorne Loop -- but to serve the hospital
 3  when needed for the residents of 37 homes of men, women,
 4  and children who walk -- I might add, there are no
 5  sidewalks on that loop -- or drive daily, a neighborhood
 6  which you could destroy, seemingly without giving it
 7  another thought.  Thank you.
 8            I will be providing written testimony another
 9  time.
10            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
11            MS. ADRIAN HENDERSON: Hello.  I'm Adrian
12  Henderson.  Thank you very much for letting me speak
13  today.  I live at 219 Harrison in La Grande, Oregon.
14  Thank you for allowing me to testify.
15            You've already heard about the problems with
16  noise and invasive weeds.  I am concerned with the lack
17  of requiring Idaho Power to make sure weeds do not go to
18  seed or make them clean their equipment before it leaves
19  the road or moves from one person's property to another.
20            As a member of the Chickasaw/Choctaw/Umatilla
21  tribe, I want to remind you of how important this is to
22  the tribes because of how it impacts our first foods.
23  Comments were provided by the tribes about this.
24            You also heard from the developer that they
25  would be working with the counties to make more changes
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 1  to their weed plan.  What I'm concerned about is that
 2  the only thing Idaho Power is required to do are the
 3  things that you include in the site certificates.  The
 4  site certificates need to state that Idaho Power must
 5  comply with the state rules that require them to protect
 6  the land from seeds being spread from their transmission
 7  line, as long as the lines are in place.  This is a
 8  major problem, and why we need to be listening to the
 9  people who are here today.
10            A statement by the developer that they plan to
11  fix something later means nothing if you do not include
12  it in the site certificate.  The public will no longer
13  have the right to appeal what they are doing; in fact,
14  they don't even need to receive the information about
15  what the developer is actually including in their weed
16  plans.
17            This is why you will be receiving in writing
18  comments from me and others in this audience about what
19  needs to be changed.
20            I hope you will address the many problems you
21  are hearing about or denying Idaho Power permission to
22  build a transmission line that will cause huge damages,
23  increase our electric costs, but give us nominal
24  benefits.
25            Unlike Idaho Power customers, we are not
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 1  having blackouts, equipment failures, or other problems
 2  that this utility company are having.  Maybe they would
 3  have so many more problems if they would develop
 4  energy -- so many less problems if they would develop
 5  energy resources in Idaho instead of moving in hundreds
 6  of miles of high-voltage transmission lines to get it to
 7  their customers.
 8            Thank you very much.  Appreciate it.
 9            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
10            Following Mr. Rosenbaum, we will hear from
11  Lois Barry.
12            MR. MICHAEL ROSENBAUM: A little bit of an
13  aside here, interestingly enough, I received an email
14  from my insurance company today:  "Help protect your
15  home from wildfire.  Find out how.  Dear Michael,
16  Wildfires can occur suddenly with little to no warning.
17  We want to help you stay safe and prepared.  Review the
18  resources below to learn how to protect yourself and
19  your property from wildfire."
20            I would like to thank the Council for this
21  opportunity to present testimony to the EFSC.
22            My name is Michael R. Rosenbaum.  I reside at
23  1402 First Street in La Grande.  I first moved to
24  La Grande in 1969, and I have lived here for a total of
25  27 years, having left and returned twice.  I work
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 1  seasonally for a federal agency and am currently a
 2  member of the City of La Grande committee dedicated to
 3  wildfire awareness, protection, and preparedness.  The
 4  views expressed here are my own, and do not represent
 5  either my employer or the committee of which I'm a
 6  member.
 7            According to Wikipedia, there are a total of
 8  946 incorporated and unincorporated cities in Oregon.
 9  In the 2018 study "Exposure of human communities to
10  wildfire in the Pacific Northwest," researchers Joe H.
11  Scott and Julie Gilbertson-Day of Pyrologix and
12  Richard D. Stratton of the USDA Forest Service, ranked
13  La Grande number 40 of 50 communities with the highest
14  community exposure ranking with 5,426 housing units
15  exposed to wildfire and a burn probability rate of 138.
16            You will note that La Grande is edged by open
17  grasslands and timber on its southwest, west, and
18  northwest flanks, two of these three directions housing
19  the proposed Boardman to Hemingway transmission line.
20            The June 30, 2016, revision of the Union
21  County Wildfire Protection Plan, the CWPP, details in
22  the Union County Risk Assessment Summary of the
23  Northeast Oregon Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazard
24  Mitigation Plan, wildfire that either did encroach or
25  had the potential to put La Grande at risk.  It details
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Date: August 14, 2019

To: Energy Facilities Siting Council
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy
550 Capitol St., N.E.
Salem, OR  97301

Email: B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov

Re: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the
Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project 09/28/2018;
Draft Proposed Order 05/23/2019.

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council,

Perhaps a respectful address of 'Stewards Beyeler and...' would be more reflective of our 
shared human interdependencies at this juncture in Oregon's history. The building of the 
Columbia River's damns yet boasts a place in the history texts of Oregon's elemenatry 
schools; while resultant mitigations barely dare whisper a plea for rememberance to our 
youth. I'd venture, a too common theme of the gluttonous-driven aspect of 'progress.' 

In accepting your postions of service to Oregonians, are you accurately and sufficiently 
informed as to constraints essential to restoring and sustaining a viable Blue Mountain 
Ecosystem, just one of Oregon's nine ecosystems addressed by the diverse and diligent 
collaborators of The Oregon Conservation Strategy, 2016 (updated from initial publication in 
2006)?  http://oregonconservationstrategy.com/ecoregion/blue-mountains/

Creative planning work has been done at all levels. Plans are produced by federal, 
state, and local public agencies, private land managers, regional bodies, and local, 
regional, or watershed volunteer groups. Many agencies have built collaborative 
alliances and are streamlining processes while investing public funds more frugally 
and wisely. Oregon’s land use planning program provides a consistent framework 
for local governments to assess open space and natural area protection.

—excerpted section: Planning and Regulatory Framework, Oregon's Planning Efforts.

As a Protected (OAR 345-022-0040), Scenic Resources (OAR 345-022-0080), and 
Recreation (OAR 345-021-0010(1)(t)(A)) Area, impacts to Oregon’s Ladd Marsh Wildlife 
Management Area would be severe and permanent. Ladd Marsh was established as a 
wildlife mitigation area   for past federal projects and the refuge should not be 
compromised.

IPC itself recognizes and designates Ladd Marsh as “irreplaceable.”

“As explained in Attachment T-3, Table T-3-1, Ladd Marsh WA is an important opportunity
because of its designation status, high level of use, rareness, and irreplaceable 
character per OAR 345-021-0010(1)(t)(A).”  page T-14 of the ASC. 



Please consider,

You, as Oregonians, as Council, as Stewards, as individual humans, embodying the potential 
for applied wisdom, can   act to sustain, in behalf of

• Oregonians entrusting you the potential quality of our descendants' futures, and

• Oregon's Tourism Industry viability, within the The Blue Mountain Ecosystem —

Ladd Marsh's essential, wondrously-congestive, hour-glass migratory path, representative of a
diverse web of interdependent life and food resources.

You hold us.

Moving forward, flourishing and lucrative advancements in less-invasive options to 'keep-
the-lights-on' must outshine the cumbersom traditions of might-is-right.

Our Pacific Northwest 'Goonies' rallied upon enlightenment, "This is my/our time."

Without taking a puposeful stand, here in Oregon,

we abdicate stewardship of those assets we can never hope to replace in generations. 

Solemnly — if ever. 

But, for what exact generational gain?

OAR 345-022-0040 is intended to protect areas designated as 'Protected Areas,' such as 
Ladd Marsh, a State Wildlife refuge. There is no way Idaho Power can comply with this
standard and mitigate or avoid significant adverse impacts to wildlife, rare plants and
visual resources, if the B2H is permitted in this State Wildlife Management Area. Construction
of roads and on-going operations, such as keeping the corridor clear of vegetation, are all 
land and wildlife disturbing activities; and are not permitted in state recognized 
protected areas.

'Wildlife disturbing activities;' such a sanitary phrase. Afterall, who subscribes to annihilation?

Therefore, EFSC must deny the site certificate.

Respectfully, Cynthia T. Hickey

All Mail: P.O. Box 109, La Grande, OR  97850
Residence Only: 2212 Cove Ave., Apt. F-208, La Grande, OR  97850
Email: cynthia54h@gmail.com
Phone: 541-805-4806

Document: B2H HickeyC 08.14.19
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Ken or Marsha <ken_marsha@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 7:11 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Power Line

To B2H officials: 
 
We are very upset and worried about the establishment of  a big power line close to our timber property, up 
the canyon southwest of 
 
La Grande.   We understand there is a troublesome noise factor, but 
mostly the danger of sparks from the big power lines.   These sparks 
 
can be deadly, as we found out from the Paradise, Calif. fire. We also understand that the lines really aren't 
needed and will be obsolete 
 
in a few short years.    However, if it were necessary for the lines, 
there is a better route, for safety, and for the ugliness that will be seen by 
 
the town of La Grande.   We aren't sure why they insist on going the 
route they are trying to insist upon. 
 
Please listen to the people in La Grande, who are the ones who will suffer from this decision. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Kenneth and Marsha Hildebrandt 
 
Tax ID No. 03S38E1801300 
 
Phone:  801-949-6901  or 541-570-3255 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Maxine Hines <maxsprite@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2019 9:44 PM

Subject: More opposition to B2H from La Grande

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 
Transmission Project 
9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019. 
 
To the Oregon Energy Facilities Siting Council 
 
My name is Maxine Hines and I am a long time La Grande resident.  I have followed the B2H 
proposal for many years and have consistently been opposed to the overall plan and various 
routes proposed.  I have been to presentations and they showed well but never convinced me 
it was needed nor good for Oregon, our community or Union County.  I have supported our 
local representatives voicing opposition, financially supported the B2H coalition and so 
appreciate the work to bring to light many flaws in the proposal then and now.   
 

Life is full and busy for most of us.  The Council needs to understand how much time and 
energy has gone into trying to stop B2H, this is not just a NIMBY issue.   There are many 
reasons beginning with the original assessed need.  My first letter dealt with Idaho not doing 
way more to preserve and conserve resources and then wanting to spend so much running an 
unnecessary huge line thru pristine lands, people's land and farms and towns.  It's just not ok, 
not needed, not openly presented and has changed legal requirements without due process.   
 

I want to express my sincere appreciation to those on the Siting Council, it surely can't be 
much fun.  Barry and I were on the Hanford Board together for many years and Hanley knows 
Union County well.  We need to protect our water, land, roads, recreational resources and 
view and keep the construction and destruction from happening.  
 

This project does not meet Oregon standards and must be rejected.  Thank you and Oregon 
for allowing citizens input on such an important issue.   
 

Maxine Hines  
307 2nd Street 

La Grande, Or. 97850  541 910-3522 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Maxine Hines <maxsprite@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 10:46 PM

Subject: B2H local issues

When we first came here, the area where the 1973 fire ran wild was still recuperating.  Fire 
suppression will be seriously difficult and slow in the area proposed by the B2H line and the 
estimates for response are not realistic.  The risk is too high to warrant this new, unneeded 
line. 
 
The traffic, construction, noise, dust and sediment disturbance will impact local 
waterways.  We already flood in several areas.  Last year and in 2011, Mill Creek flooded and 
damaged my property at both 701 D and 307 2nd.   If we have more distress from an Idaho 
business project, are they going to be responsible for tearing up floors, buckle wood floors, 
replacing gravel, chips and yard cleanup,,,,,,,,,,I doubt it.   
 
We have been fighting against this project for years.  No way are we going to be able to 
"prove" they made things worse or get any kind of assistance or reimbursement for 
problems.  Will they supplement our  local fire services, repair road damage up Morgan Lake, 
down 2nd st or C???  Will our students be at risk with more trucks on local streets?  Will the 
tranquility of Morgan Lake be gone for long periods of time? 
 
It' hard enough when there are trucks on Morgan Lake Rd to avoid accidents, this will be way 
worse.   
 
This is an old proposal that should have been dumped years ago.  It is more outdated now, 
unneeded, and the limited new jobs will not compensate in any way the impacts on our 
area....... 
 
Thank you for your serious consideration and listening to those of us who love this area and 
live our values.  Conservation and renewables are the way to go for Idaho as well. 
 
Maxine Hines 541 910-3522  307 2nd St. La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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 1  comments about fire and environment and the viewsheds.
 2  I have lived in this valley for 43 years.  I've been a
 3  business owner, I have raised a family.  Two of those
 4  businesses do involve tourism and serving local people.
 5  Those people enjoy the benefits of Morgan Lake, the
 6  wilderness area, Ladd Marsh, the Oregon Trail, the
 7  scenic bikeways and scenic byways that crisscross this
 8  area.  These are all very important to our culture here.
 9  And Glass Hill, Glass Hill is also something that we all
10  gaze upon and truly enjoy.
11            My comment is that I am opposed to
12  installation of this transmission line.  My greatest
13  concern is the damage that the system would cause to the
14  viewshed or the countryside in which it travels through.
15  I would encourage you to look to other options.  I know
16  that solar panels, batteries, and all these kinds of
17  options are now available.
18            But have you even thought to maybe aboveground
19  type conduit?  Like within a house you can have conduit,
20  where you have transportation of your power, but it is
21  less visible.  Yes, there would still be some issues,
22  but at least we wouldn't all have to look at it all the
23  time.
24            So rural areas are dependent upon tourism.
25  Tourism in 2014 was $12.8 billion worth of the economy
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 1  in Oregon.  Certainly we have a portion of that.
 2  Tourists do not travel to ponder the power grid.  And
 3  those of us who live in the rural area made a choice to
 4  live here where the countryside is not marred by manmade
 5  structures.  Please do not ruin the viewshed for
 6  eternity for your towers and lines.
 7            Our future is the continued livability of the
 8  place that we live, work, and play.  Our future requires
 9  that we maintain the viewshed that is not marred by
10  large unsightly towers and miles of wire.
11            So your plan is to plan for the future; our
12  plan is to protect our future.
13            Thank you.
14            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
15            MR. JOE HORST: Hello.  My name is Joe Horst.
16  I live at 87 Hawthorne Drive.  My house and property
17  sits right next to where their proposed tensioning
18  station lines are going to be.  Because of where it is
19  we will be able to see at least a couple of the towers
20  from our property.
21            In 2002, I bought 135 acres right there.  It's
22  up here on the hill, and the Oregon Trail -- there's two
23  reasons I bought it, and one was the view, it was really
24  good; the other one was the Oregon Trail came across it,
25  which really intrigued me.  And I very shortly
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 1  thereafter contacted the Oregon Trail Society.  They
 2  came and marked off the trail.  So I've had this little
 3  piece of heaven up there.
 4            In 2014, my wife and I decided to build,
 5  rebuild our house or we actually entertained the idea of
 6  building on another piece of property, having 2 acres up
 7  there and a lot of places we could build with a view, we
 8  decided to go ahead and rebuild the house where it is,
 9  not knowing what the future had in store.  We could have
10  built the house on another section of property.
11            The first time that I was ever -- on May 5th
12  of 2016, I got a letter from Idaho Power about -- and
13  this is the first time I ever heard anything about this
14  project, ever.  And it was a very short letter.  It just
15  said that -- they put bold letters in the middle of the
16  letter, it said:  "Permission to enter your property for
17  survey and information gathering does not constitute
18  your consent to grant a future easement."
19            So I didn't think too much about it, but there
20  was a name on there.  I contacted a gentleman at Idaho
21  Power named Mike Takac for more information.  And we
22  talked about it, and I said the Oregon Trail came across
23  my property and this and that.  And he said, Well, I
24  guess we'll have to find another place to build the
25  line.  He said, what he said was, We will have to find
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 1  another route.  So I didn't think anything about it, as
 2  far as I know, it's a done deal.
 3            On December 16, 2016, I received a second
 4  letter with some maps, and it showed a -- they weren't
 5  very detailed, they were pretty vague, and neither the
 6  proposed route or the alternative route came near my
 7  property on those maps.  This letter was very short and
 8  a bunch of legal jargon, but it had a questionnaire
 9  which pertained to farming.  I didn't fill it out or
10  anything.
11            Then the very next letter I received was on
12  May 12th of 2017, and the letter said it was contacting
13  landowners whose property may be crossed by this
14  project.  At this time I was contacted by somebody from
15  Idaho Power.  He was actually contracted to come talk to
16  me.  And this is when he actually started talking to me
17  about the tensioning station.  So I went ahead and sat
18  down and talked to him.  And as it comes out, they want
19  to use the road coming up to our house, where it comes
20  right past our house, literally 20 feet from our front
21  door, 10 feet from our well, with big heavy trucks and
22  everything.  And because of the tensioning station
23  building built, according to Idaho Power, could be as
24  many as 160 vehicles per day.  That's what they said.
25            The other issue I have on that particular deal
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 1  is the entrance, and they've talked about it a little
 2  bit previously, where you come in off of Sunset onto
 3  Modelaire and it splits to Hawthorne and Modelaire.
 4  There is no sidewalks.  It's the only entrance into the
 5  place.  There is a lot of bike traffic, a lot of kid
 6  traffic, a lot of walking, people just walking up and
 7  down that hill.  And it's a potential hazard, big time.
 8            Idaho Power has been very deceptive, and I've
 9  had almost no contact with them whatsoever.  I don't
10  know what to expect.  All the information I'm getting is
11  just really meetings, and yet I'm going to have to sit
12  there.  And it's getting close enough I'll hear the
13  buzzing.  I'll see two towers.  I see people walk up the
14  Oregon Trail all the time, and they'll have to sit there
15  and look at these huge towers as they are walking.  It's
16  beautiful up through that little piece of property up
17  there.
18            I just found out about the blasting, which I
19  have a 565-foot well we put in when we did the house.
20  They are going to have to do some blasting there because
21  it's solid rock.
22            So it's just a potential hazard all the way
23  around, as far as -- I'm not going to gain -- I will
24  have no gain.  Looking at these things, I'll have to
25  listen to them, and I don't gain anything from them.  So
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 1  I don't think it's -- I'm not really sure how they can
 2  actually come and do that.
 3            So anyway, so that was the third time I was
 4  contacted was in 2017.  Then I was actually -- somewhere
 5  around the end of 2017, a gentleman with Idaho Power, I
 6  believe his name was Jeff Maffuccio, or something like
 7  that, came up to the property.  We discussed a few
 8  things.  I voiced my concerns one more time with him.
 9  Then we discussed -- we discussed about maybe put a road
10  in a different spot, the one up there.  But I don't know
11  who is going to -- as far as I can tell, they will just
12  come in and just use the one in front of my house, and
13  there's nothing I can do about it.
14            I also live in the area, and a couple of
15  people have mentioned, about the '73 fire actually
16  burned where my house sits, right across that property.
17  So that's another concern of mine as well.
18            I don't think there has been any environmental
19  impact statement done on that particular route right
20  there either.  They said something about there was one
21  done somewhere nearby, but I'm not sure how close that
22  was or anything.
23            But I'm just going to ask that you guys take
24  us into consideration.  We have to live and deal with
25  this and with no gain on it.  Especially from my
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 1  perspective up there, like I said, Idaho Power has
 2  contacted me a total of four times, and I really don't
 3  know about what is going on or anything.  I think they
 4  should be a little more inclusive to people who are
 5  going to be impacted by this.
 6            So I want to thank you guys for listening, and
 7  take some of these things into serious consideration in
 8  making your decision.
 9            Thank you very much.
10            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
11            MR. GAIL CARBIENER: I'm Gail Carbiener.  I'm
12  from Bend, Oregon, but behind me are lots and lots of
13  friends.  It's almost as if I live in this county I'm
14  over here so frequently.  I represent the Oregon Trail.
15  That is a national organization whose job it is to do
16  what we can to protect and preserve the trail as well as
17  educate the public.  I'm proud to say that our national
18  organization is a member of Stop B2H and has donated a
19  substantial amount of money to their effort to Stop B2H.
20            On Exhibit S, Historic Properties Management
21  Plan, at 7.2.3, which is the field crew definition, I
22  would like to add an expert from the Oregon Trail's
23  Association to be a member.  There is many, many
24  instances in the documents presented for the Oregon
25  Trail where the Oregon Trail is misrepresented,
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 1  sometimes not even on the maps and, therefore, you need
 2  an expert, and there is none on that field crew.  You
 3  have got my specific recommendations in writing.
 4            Also, I'm glad to hear that Kellen led off
 5  tonight with information about fire.  Last night she did
 6  not.  And I mentioned that Idaho Power's fire prevention
 7  plan is not only weak, it is less specific than I think
 8  you are requiring us to be.  For example, Idaho Power
 9  last night responded to the chairman's question about
10  have they submitted a draft fire prevention plan, and he
11  said that it will be submitted.  That is my
12  recollection.
13            They not only submitted a draft fire
14  prevention plan, but it was forwarded to the Forest
15  Service and to the State Forestry fire prevention and
16  corrections, and suggestions were submitted.  However,
17  in the draft project order, the fire prevention plan has
18  not changed.  I suggest that they do that.
19            I recommended a couple of things in the fire
20  prevention plan:  (1) cameras could be posted to cover
21  the area of the power line if, in fact, it is to be
22  built; (2) Idaho Power recommends that a watch person,
23  an individual watch person be present to report fires
24  during construction.  My recommendation is that Idaho
25  Power provide a crew with a wildfire engine, Category 3,
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Joe Horst <joehorst@eoni.com>

Sent: Monday, August 5, 2019 7:25 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: B2H transmission line comment

Joseph G. Horst / Anna G. Cavinato 
86 Hawthorne Dr. 
La Grande, OR. 97850 
Hm:        (541) 963-4707  Joe/Anna 
Wk:        (541) 975-2000  Joe          
Cell:       (541) 975-4500  Joe                                                                        August 5th, 2019 

 
Subject:  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project 

9/28/2018; 
 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 

My name is Joe Horst, My wife (Anna Cavinato) and I live at 86 Hawthorne Dr., La Grande, OR. The proposed 
Boardman to Hemingway transmission line will be very near my house, close enough to hear the buzzing. The traffic for 
the tensioning station and towers will pass right in front of my house. According to Idaho Power’s application, 
Attachment U-2 Transportation and Traffic Plan, Table 6, on p. 17, there will be up to 620 light vehicle trips per day and 
up to 188 heavy construction vehicles per day during the construction.  This is totally unacceptable for a residential 
neighborhood.   

 
The traffic to our housing project entrance (Sunset Dr. to Hawthorne Dr. and ModelAire Dr.), is a single entrance 

with absolutely no sidewalks, high bushes, two blind 90 degree corners with significant bike and foot traffic. This is 
including many kids going and coming from school. The count done 1 year ago has 24 school kids that live in this area 
that must use this entrance to and from school. This entrance is also at the base of a steep road as you turn either 90-
degree corner. See Pictures 1 and 2. Again, no sidewalks and no other way in and out of this area. There are also elderly 
and other people that walk this hill for exercise on a regular basis. The “Traffic Control, Access, and Safety Measures,” 
proposed in Section 4.2.1 on pages 28-29 is unrealistic, for example keeping road access open for emergency vehicles to 
private property, would be impossible given the narrow streets, size of the vehicles, fencing and other proposed 
protective measures. This is a clear violation of OAR 345-022-0110 Public Services.  

 
There is no information on who will police the project if Idaho Power does not adhere to their own rules. In 

order to comply with traffic safety and fire prevention (OAR 344-022-0110), the Council must impose stricter conditions 
on the applicant.  These conditions need approval in advance of the site certificate, rather than after the fact, with 
complete assurance from local emergency management and law enforcement.  In addition, the cost burden must be 
placed on Idaho Power and not on local public services.  

 
I purchased 135 acres in 2002. The Oregon trail came across this property, this with the view is why I purchased 

it.  I contacted the Oregon Trail society about 12 to 15 years ago and they came up, marked the trail out and put markers 
on it. There have been many people and groups that we allow to walk and enjoy the Oregon trail. 

 
In 2014 my wife and I decided to build a new house or completely rebuild and double the size of our existing 

house in a very major remodel. We had discussed and picked out a different section of the property to potentially build 
a new house. We decided to just remodel our existing house which had a cost of over $330,000. The project started in 
2014, the plans were approved, and work started in 2015 and was mostly completed in 2017. 

ktardae
Typewriter
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On May 5th, 2016, Idaho Power sent a letter to me about the B2H line. This was the very first time I ever heard 

anything about the B2H project. The letter was short and in bold letters it said “Permission to enter your property for 
survey and information gathering does not in any constitute your consent to grant a future easement.”  If this line was 
proposed ten years earlier, why was this the first time I was informed? 

 
I contacted Idaho Power and talked to “Mike Takac” for information. He did tell me that there was a potential of 

a route going near our property but when I discussed my concerns, he literally said “we will just have to use a different 
route”. I did not pursue this any further as I was under the impression there would be no further action on this. 

 
On Dec. 16th, 2016, I received a second letter which included some maps. The maps were not detailed and 

impossible to decipher but the proposed route and the alternate route clearly did not come near my property. The letter 
was again short and was mostly a bunch of legal jargon. It included a questionnaire which I did not fill out because I did 
not feel it pertained to me to the best of my knowledge. 

 
The very next letter I received was May 12th, 2017. (Very near the completion of our house). This letter said it 

was contacting landowners whose property “May” be impacted by this project. I contacted Idaho Power and had a sit-
down meeting with a representative that did not work for Idaho Power but was contracted by Idaho Power to meet with 
me. 

 
This is the 1st time it was brought to my attention that there was a potential that the route to install a couple of 

the towers and the tensioning station could impact us and our property. This route was going to use my road that 
literally passes 20 feet in front of my house. It will also pass with-in 10 feet of a very expensive 565 ft. deep well I had 
drilled in 2002. This is a private road and generally has little traffic. There will be very heavy equipment using this road 
and I am very concerned about potential damage to this well.  

 
I have also just learned that there could be some blasting to get through the rock on this hill side. I can see this 

being necessary as we had to deal with significant rock putting in our foundation on our new construction. This also 
raises issues with the impact on this hill side as well as the damage that my well could sustain. 

 
I feel that the Council must impose conditions on the applicant in terms of noise, dust, traffic hazards, road 

deterioration, and most importantly, a large bond to replace my well if damages occur.  Domestic wells should also be 
tested prior to traffic and/or nearby blasting to ensure that damage has not been caused by either of these potential 
hazards. 

 
In 1973 a wildfire came through this property and literally wiped out the entire hillside including where our 

house currently sits. This is also another huge concern, not only for the potential of these lines creating a fire (as what 
happened in California last year) but also the potential for the construction to start one. I feel that the draft fire 
suppression plan is inadequate and moreover must be approved by all local fire and emergency management 
departments in Eastern Oregon, IN ADVANCE of the decision to issue a site certificate.  There is probably no greater risk 
to public health and safety in our “dry communities” than wildfire!  At a minimum, fire watch must be required during 
construction.   

 
I am sure there are requirements of contacting landowners further ahead of time when a project like this can 

have such negative impacts and potential devastating consequences on a landowner. Had we known, in 2014 prior to 
building our house, that Idaho Power was considering putting these lines and tensioning station through here, we 
certainly would have built our house on the other section of this property we had considered prior to our project.  I do 
not fault the county for this lack of notification because as I understand it, back in 2014, the Mill Creek route was not 
even being considered because it was too close to the city and residences. 
 

Sometime around the end of 2017 I was contacted by and talked to Jeff Maffuccio (an employee of Idaho 
Power), he came up to the property and we discussed some of my concerns. He said the road at the entrance of the 
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housing project would be dealt with, even if they had to put in sidewalks. He also said they would do the work during off 
school hours. This does not reduce the foot and bike traffic in that area. Bottom line is this will be a heavily impacted 
and dangerous area with absolutely no plan. I also feel that it is imperative a plan submitted and approved in advance of 
the EFSC/Council’s decision as this will be a very difficult area to deal with. 

 
I did discuss with Jeff Maffuccio about a new road put in along the front edge of my property that would be 

crucial to keep the traffic away from my house and well. (This does not address the issues of the entrance to the housing 
project). I specifically told him if the project was approved, there would be no other option which he agreed with. Since I 
had talked to Jeff at that time, the property right along this edge of my property was purchased by another individual 
that is in the process of having plans drawn up for a new house with-in a few feet of where this road would be 
constructed.  

 
In late, 2018, I received a phone call from Jeff Maffuccio. It was right after I commented at a B2H meeting here 

in La Grande, at the conference center in October, 2018. He told me at that time that it was not written in stone, but 
Idaho Power was not going to be using the route proposed near my house. I have not heard anything from Idaho Power 
since that conversation. Information I have obtained recently indicates that It is still on the record as Idaho Power’s 
preferred route. Many testified at the public hearing and I am spending time writing these public comments, because 
you are still evaluating this route.  I feel this is basically a “bait and switch” maneuver by Idaho Power.  They are trying to 
get me to acquiesce.  Is there any standard to address this company’s ethical behavior? 

 
                Idaho Power has been very evasive and kept me out of the loop on this process from the beginning. Including 
letters, phone conversations, and personal meetings, there have been a total of 6 interactions with Idaho Power and 
every single interaction with Idaho Power was to make me believe that I have nothing to worry about. Only the one sit 
down with Jeff Maffuccio indicated there was a remote possibility the line might take this route but a later conversation 
by him personally was to make believe this was not going to be the preferred route. 
 
               We were never made aware of the project until the middle of 2016 after we had already started on our house 
project. This did not give us time to research the project or have any input in the early days. I strongly feel that far more 
notice should have been given to us. Had we known this was Idaho Power’s preferred route, we would likely have 
moved the house to a different location on the property.  
 

There are many undetermined and unresolved safety issues, environmental issues (such as the impact on my 
well and house), and there has been a horrible lack of communication. Additionally, until significant changes are made in 
the overall plans of construction, access, safety, fire suppression, etc. I strongly feel that this project should not be 
approved. 

 
I have not even addressed the impact that these towers will have on the Oregon Trail that runs the length of my 

property. Idaho Power must also cross the trail to access the construction and the maintenance of the towers and 
tensioning station.   

 
                BLM spent millions of dollars doing an EIS and recommended using federal land that is available as one of the 
proposed routes that would completely bypass our land. I am at a loss as to why Idaho Power feels it is necessary to use 
an alternate route that will have such a negative impact on many private landowners. 
 

I truly believe that the EFSC cannot approve this project without requiring that these issues are addressed prior 
to approval. I feel very strongly these are very legitimate concerns. I will not open my property to Idaho Power until they 
are. This is MY property; I am prepared to hire attorneys needed to address these issues if this project is approved. 
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Sincerely                         

 

                                                                                                                                        Joseph G. Horst 
 
Note: This letter was also sent VIA postal service: 8/5/2019 
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Joe Horst 
La Grande Auto Repair 
1505 26th St.          La Grande, OR. 97850 
Phone:     541.975.2000 
Fax:            541.975.2222 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
 













































































Input on Draft Proposed Order for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Line

Hearing
June 18, 2019

Page 38

 1  because you don't get to respond to the decisions of the
 2  Council directly.  And the Department of Energy has made
 3  it increasingly difficult for the public to access the
 4  Energy Facility Siting Council members.
 5            So you add to that the fact that there's no
 6  reasonable time to review these proposed orders, and
 7  you're talking about 600 pages in the draft proposed
 8  order.  These issues, and it's not the complete list,
 9  came from 25 pages.  I guess it was actually 24 pages of
10  that draft proposed order.  So go figure.
11            Do I have any more time left?
12            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: You have 23 seconds.

13            MS. IRENE GILBERT: I was going to add a bunch
14  of other things.  The developer has ignored things like
15  protected lands.  There are three federal mitigation
16  sites at Ladd Marsh; they choose not to even mention
17  them.  They ignore federal threatened and endangered
18  species protections.  They will not provide any
19  protection of them.  They don't honor the tribes and the
20  treaty agreements.
21            You've approved things as far as where the
22  views amount to someone floating on Wild and Scenic
23  River and looking up to energy development that's a mile
24  away, and seeing a bunch of turbines while you're on the
25  Wild and Scenic River.
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 1            As far as the placement of these, in Union
 2  County, we have 80 percent on private land, we have
 3  55 percent, federal land.  So I could go on.  I will go
 4  on but not in this format.
 5            So thank you for the time.  You will get all
 6  of the statutory references.
 7            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you,
 8  Ms. Gilbert.
 9            MS. IRENE GILBERT: Thank you.
10            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Before we hear from

11  Mr. Horton, the next one is Frank Jordan.
12            SECRETARY CORNETT: For the record, Council
13  Member Betty Roppe joined, so we do have a quorum at
14  this point in time.
15            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
16            Mr. Horton, if you want to start with your
17  name and address.
18            MR. MICHAEL HORTON: I'm Michael W. Horton.
19  My address is 106 Main Street, P.O. Box 1565, Nyssa,
20  Oregon 97913.  I want to welcome Council to eastern
21  Oregon.
22            I'm secretary of the Joint Committee of the
23  Owyhee Project.  The Joint Committee consists of
24  representatives from Owyhee Irrigation District,
25  Ridgeview Irrigation District, and Gem Irrigation
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 1  District.  The Joint Committee manages the Owyhee Dam on
 2  the Owyhee River along with two hydroelectric power
 3  plants.  One of the power plants is located at the base
 4  of the Owyhee Dam and the other plant is located at the
 5  head of the irrigation tunnel near the Owyhee Dam.
 6            The Joint Committee operates and maintains a
 7  69-kV transmission line which transmits power from the
 8  Owyhee hydroelectric facilities to Idaho Power's power
 9  grid system.  The hydroelectric power plants were
10  partially funded by loans through the Department of
11  Energy.  The 69-kV transmission line will be crossed by
12  the proposed 500-kV line somewhere to the east of
13  proposed milepost 256.
14            The Joint Committee requests additional
15  language be added to the draft proposed order to require
16  Department of Energy staff and irrigation districts'
17  staff be consulted on tower and line placements near the
18  intersections of the power lines and canals, tunnels,
19  and access roads.
20            The Joint Committee members share the same
21  concerns expressed tonight, that you've heard tonight on
22  the proposed placement on EFU lands.
23            Thank you.
24            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
25            Following Mr. Jordan we will have Jim Foss.
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 1            Mr. Jordan, if you'd state your name and
 2  address, please.
 3            MR. FRANK JORDAN: My name is Frank Jordan.  I
 4  live at 3370 Old Stage Road in Westfall.
 5            I own property west of Vale that the power
 6  line will be crossing.  And my main concern is the power
 7  line is basically using our driveways as their access
 8  roads.  We have a home within one-eighth of a mile of
 9  the power line.  We have fields that it's crossing.  An
10  irrigation pond within feet of where they propose to
11  cross.
12            And I have not been contacted at all by Idaho
13  Power to come out and look at where they are putting the
14  line.  No one from Idaho Power has come out.  No one
15  from Oregon Department of Energy has been on my property
16  to look where the line is going.  I find this kind of
17  disturbing that Idaho Power or the Oregon Department of
18  Energy would basically put a line somewhere without
19  actually going out and talking to the landowners and
20  seeing exactly where the line is proposed.  That's my
21  only comment.
22            Thank you.
23            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
24            After we hear from Mr. Foss, will be followed
25  by Arnold Tropf.

Min-U-Script® M & M Court Reporting Service
(208)345-9611(ph)  (800)234-9611  (208)-345-8800(fax)

(10) Pages 38 - 41
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Angelina Howell <ahowell@wsgeovisions.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 9:34 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Seeking Contact for Environmental Compliance Info on Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Line

Hello, 
I am writing in response to a letter received by the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of 
Oregon (CTWSRO) regarding public comments on the B2H transmission line. I am Director of a tribal-owned 
environmental compliance firm and am looking for points of contact at ODP who are involved with the 
compliance side of this project.  
 
I left a voicemail for Kellen Tardaewether this morning with this message. If you could direct my inquiry to the 
most appropriate person, I would greatly appreciate it.  
 
Best regards, 
Angelina 
 
 
--  
Angelina Howell, M.A., R.P.A.  
Director, Warm Springs Geo Visions 
ahowell@wsgeovisions.com 
(503) 933-2665 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Jane Howell <d.janehowell@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 3:18 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: B2H Attachment from Jane and Jim Howell

Attachments: final Idaho Power's Motives.pdf

Please copy and give the following attachment to Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council. 
Thank you! 
Jane 



Energy Facilities Siting Council         August 20, 2019 

c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 

Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St N.E. 

Salem, OR. 97301 
 

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project; Draft Proposed Order May 23, 2019 

Information in this document is from the Second Amended Project Order Provisions 

 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 

In the application for the Boardman to Hemingway transmission line to the ODOE I find 

Idaho Powers logic and methods to be questionable. As you are the body determining the 

outcome of this project I would like you to consider the following:  

Idaho Power’s Estimated Forest Clearing for Proposed B2H Project 

The table below is based on cutting down/harvesting all trees within a 250-foot corridor 

of the proposed power lines as well as a 30-foot buffer for the proposed access roads. 

Please NOTE: That Idaho Power’s preferred Mill Creek route clears 233.9 more acres of 

trees as the Morgan Lake route. 

The information below is in Exhibit C on page C-29 Table C-23a & page 29 Table C-23b  

Union County  Acres of Clear 
Cut Trees 

Preferred Mill 
Creek Route 

Acres of Clear 
Cut Trees 

 Morgan Lake 
Route 

Difference 
Between the 
Two Routes 

Number of Acres of Tree Harvesting and Clear Cuts 530.1 296.8 233.9 

 

The Number of Acres that will be Affected by the Proposed B2H Project 

Please review the number of acres that Idaho Power will use in Union County during 

construction of the transition lines and permanently consume after construction of the 

proposed lines. NOTE: That Idaho Power’s preferred Mill Creek route permanently 

converts twice as many acres to their operations as the Morgan Lake route. The Mill Creek 

route will also damage 1,039.9 acres compared to the 618.7 acres of damaged by the 

Morgan Lake route. 



Information below is in Exhibit C on page C-26 Table C-18 and page 28 Table C-21  

Union County Preferred Mill Creek Route Acres Affected 
During 

Construction 

Acres reclaimed 
After 

Construction 

Permanently 
Converted to 
Operations 

Access Roads-New or Substantial Improvements 304.4 127.0 176.5 
Commutation Station 2.7 1.2 1.5 
Multi-Use Areas 111.8 111.8 0 
Structure and Other Work Areas 621.0 605.5 15.5 
Union County Totals 1,039.9 846.4 193.5 

 

Union County Morgan Lake Route Acres Affected 
During 

Construction 

Acres reclaimed 
After 

Construction 

Permanently 
Converted to 
Operations 

Access Roads-New or Substantial Improvements 132.6 45.4 87.2 
Commutation Station 1.1 0.5 0.6 
Multi-Use Areas 77.8 77.8 0 
Structure and Other Work Areas 407.2 398.2 9.0 
Union County Totals 618.7 846.4 96.8 

 

Preferred Route Mill Creek vs. Morgan Lake Route in Union County    

When you compare the number of Towers, Communication Stations, Multi-Use Areas, 

Pulling and Tensioning Sites, Access Roads and Line Crossings once again the Morgan 

Lake route has fewer of everything than the preferred Mill Creek route.  

The information below is in Exhibit C on page C-11 Table C-4 and page 27 Table C-9  

 
Project Feature- Number of sites 

 
Preferred Mill Creek 

 
Morgan Lake 

 

Towers- single Circuit 500-VK Lattice 169 82 

Communication Station(s) 2 1 
Light Duty Fly Yards 0 0 
Multi-Use Areas 3 1 

Pulling and Tensioning Sites 43 19 

 

Access Roads- Total Miles Preferred Route                    Morgan Lake 

Existing, 21-70% Improved 31.1                  12 
Existing, 71--100% Improved 6.4                 2.5 
New, Bladed 7.2                5.9 
New, Primitive 0.4                0 

 



Number of Crossing Preferred Route     Morgan Lake 

High Voltage Transmission Line Crossings 3      0 
Existing Road Crossings 4      1 
Railroad Crossings 3       0 

 

I have three sincere questions that I would like the Members of the Council to respond to:  

1. Why would Idaho Power prefer the Mill Creek route when it will cost them more 

money to build the Morgan Lake route?  

2. Why was Idaho Power allowed to disregard the BLM’s multi-year study of the least 

ecologically and socially damaging route for the B2H Project? This question was 

asked at the public meeting in La Grande in June and the answer that Idaho Power 

gave was “they were already too far along in the planning of their project to 

consider the BLM’s recommendations.” Since when does a private company ignore 

the federal agency’s recommendations? As a tax payer I take offense at Idaho 

Powers response.  

3. Neither the Mill Creek nor Morgan lake routes were included in the BLM’s proposed 

route therefore neither of the routes has been vetted for ground stability, ecological 

damage or public safety. Why would anyone approve any route that has not been 

surveyed and vetted? 

There is no question that the Morgan Lake would have a lesser ecological impact on Union 

County than the Mill Creek route but neither of the routes should be approved because of 

the reasons listed above.  Idaho Power’s B2H Proposal should be denied because of their 

disregard for the BLM study. As well as, for their preference for a route that will cost the tax 

payers more and take a bigger toll on the environment.  

Thank you for shouldering the burden of representing the people in Oregon who count on 

you for your wisdom and ethics. 

Kindest regards, 

Jane Howell     &      J.E. Howell 

Jane and Jim Howell 

482 Modelaire Drive, La Grande OR 97850                                           

d.janehowell@gmail.com 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
 
 

 

































































August 21, 2019 
 

Energy Facilities Siting Council 

c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 

Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St N.E. 

Salem, OR.  97301 

 

Via EMAIL:  B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 
 

Subject:  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project 

9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019. 

 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 

I am writing to oppose granting a site certificate to Idaho Power for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission 

Project on the grounds of unacceptable impact to the scenic resources in the Grande Ronde valley of Oregon.  

This is the community I and many others chose to live and visit in part due to the outstanding scenery that 

should not be degraded by a string of massive towers that will overpower the natural, rural beauty that make this 

valley a desirable place to live and visit. 

 

Specifically, OAR 345-022-0080, in describing Scenic Resources, states “the Council must find that the design, 

construction and operation of the facility, taking into account mitigation, are not likely to result in significant 

adverse impact to scenic resources and values identified as significant or important in local land use plans….” 
 

The Union County Land Use Plan (1979) in the Plan Policies > Resources section, page 33, outlines goals for 

resources: 

V. Resources 

A. State Planning Goal:  To conserve open space and protect natural, cultural, historical and scenic 

resources. 
B2. That the following concerns will be taken into account in protecting area visual 

attractiveness: 
a. Maintaining vegatative cover wherever practical. 
b. Using vegetation or other site obscuring methods of screening unsightly uses. 

c. Minimizing number and size of signs. 
d. Siting developments to be compatible with surrounding area uses, and to recognize 

the natural characteristics of the location. 
B6. That development will maintain or enhance attractiveness of the area and not degrade 

resources. 
 

The “not likely” probability of adverse impact is not defensible, given the highly visible string of huge towers 

and likely violates sections V.A, V.B.2 and V.B.6 of our County’s Land Use Plan. 
 

This is also not limited to scenic resources. Those impacts also involve economic impacts not considered since 

they degrade the attractiveness of the area to businesses to locate here and its desirability of their employees and 

others to move and live here, as well as its attractiveness to tourists and travelers to come here. 

 

Idaho Power’s application should, therefore, be denied. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

mailto:B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov


Philip J. Howell 

60522 Bushnell Rd. 
La Grande, OR 97850 

phowellx@gmail.com 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Cheryl Arrant <Cheryl@ibew125.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 8:32 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Cc: Marcy Grail

Subject: B2H Project Comments 

Attachments: 6-20-19 K. Tardaewether OR Dept of Energy - B2H Support IBEW Local 125.Signed.PDF

Good Morning,  
 
Please see the attached letter from IBEW Local 125.  
 
Thank you,  
 
CHERYL ARRANT  
IBEW LOCAL 125 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. III  
17200 N.E. SACRAMENTO STREET  
PORTLAND, OR 97230 
PHONE: (503) 262-9125 
FAX: (503) 262-9947 
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 1  factor to that environment.
 2            There are other problems on our farm that I
 3  have with this.  We have an airstrip that will probably
 4  be rendered useless because of the transmission lines'
 5  location; we have Internet communication that could be
 6  interrupted; and the cropping system that we use, most
 7  likely I can't use an aerial applicator in that area.
 8  It would make it extraordinarily more expensive to fly
 9  next to this transmission line.  So I have a lot to
10  lose.  I have a lot to overcome if this happens.
11            So I appreciate the Council's consideration of
12  what I hoped to have made very specific, very real, very
13  credible information.  We're talking about an
14  environmental problem and we're talking about destroying
15  a resource that could probably, in my opinion, there
16  might be better ways to serve the needs of power
17  somewhere else than making me live under such a
18  disastrous risk from the transmission lines.
19            Thank you very much.
20            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you,
21  Mr. Myers.
22            Next up is John -- is it Luciani?
23            MR. JOHN LUCIANI: I'm not quite ready,
24  please.
25            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Do you want me to
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 1  put you at the end of the line?
 2            MR. JOHN LUCIANO: Please.
 3            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Next is Travis Eri
 4  or Eri?
 5            MR. TRAVIS ERI: That's correct.
 6            Hello.  Travis Eri.  It's T-r-a-v-i-s, E-r-i.
 7  Address is 17200 Northeast Sacramento Street, Portland,
 8  Oregon 97230.
 9            So to start with, my background, I'm a
10  journeyman lineman, having worked in the Pacific
11  Northwest, earning my certificate right here throughout
12  Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.  I currently am the
13  business manager for International Brotherhood of
14  Electrical Workers, Local Union 125.  And IBEW 125
15  represents the electrical workers throughout Oregon,
16  Washington, Idaho, and Montana, consisting of 3600
17  members in the utility and construction industry in all
18  sectors of construction, transmission, and distrib- --
19  or generation, transmission, and distribution services.
20            I'd like to start by recognizing all those who
21  may be in opposition of this project for various
22  reasons.  My testimony is not to minimize any of their
23  concerns that they are here discussing today.
24            The IBEW was formed in 1891, and our purpose
25  and our mission was to stand for improving safety in the
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 1  electrical industry.  After over 125 years, our mission
 2  still stands as that.
 3            The things that I want to bring to light are
 4  the IBEW is in agreement with this project.  We're in
 5  support of this project for all the reasons identified
 6  by Idaho Power.  But the most important is for balancing
 7  the renewable resources throughout this region and the
 8  Intermountain West.
 9            When we look at the constraints that are on
10  current transmission right-of-ways, those constraints
11  lend to high-capacity time periods in which additional
12  transmission lines throughout our regions can help
13  minimize I think some of these fire concerns that a lot
14  of the public has.  The more that a transmission line is
15  overloaded, the more likelihood or the potential for the
16  system to fail, and the more likelihood of those fires
17  could occur.
18            I'm not here to discuss the potential routing
19  as far as the benefits or the considerations that went
20  in prior to this.  My testimony is just to discuss the
21  imminent need.  Transmission lines throughout this
22  region as well as connecting the Intermountain West are
23  needed in order to balance the peak-and-valley nature of
24  our renewable portfolios.
25            The energy imbalance market is something that
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 1  Pacific Power started several years ago, and many of the
 2  utilities have joined into this.  And it's nothing more
 3  than basically sharing transmission authority between
 4  different regions and taking advantage of
 5  peak-and-valley natures of renewable portfolios.
 6            What it allows for is a reduction in having to
 7  spend resources to create new generation, allowing for a
 8  lot of our carbon-emitting generation facilities to be
 9  able to scale back and take advantage of excess
10  renewable in other areas.
11            The Boardman to Hemingway line, in what I have
12  seen from the studies, will do just that.  It will
13  balance out renewable portfolios within the
14  Intermountain West, and the Oregon and Washington
15  Columbia River Gorge renewable portfolio, taking
16  advantage of those resources at different times when
17  they will be able to exchange power.
18            The additional benefit, other than easements
19  to those that are affected by the transmission
20  corridors, are also going to be felt through the
21  reduction in necessary transmission -- or sorry,
22  necessary generation being built in order to cover the
23  electrical needs of our communities.
24            And with Bonneville Power Administration
25  joining the energy imbalance market, all of the
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 1  communities served along this right-of-way that utilize
 2  Bonneville Power Administration energy, will be able to
 3  have their rates affected by this in a positive manner.
 4  Bonneville will be able to experience the net savings of
 5  the energy imbalance market, which is a net benefit to
 6  all of the ratepayers in this region.
 7            The additional construction of the project, of
 8  course, is a time-limiting benefit within the region,
 9  but also the construction of the project should also
10  benefit the entire region wherever the work occurs.
11            We have a lot of electrical workers that would
12  be benefited from this kind of construction.  Our
13  generation facilities, all of you are familiar with
14  Boardman, the coal plant and the building of the
15  gas-fired plant.  Those additional capacities continue
16  to be levied throughout the transmission corridors.
17            I think that's all I'll submit for oral
18  comment.  We will be submitting written testimony that
19  outlines some of those benefits with the electrical or
20  the energy imbalance market, as well as some of the
21  other workforce studies throughout the region.
22            Thank you.
23            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you very much.

24            Next up is Brian Doherty.
25            MR. BRIAN DOHERTY: Hello.  My name is Brian
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 1  Doherty, B-r-i-a-n, D-o-h-e-r-t-y.  My address is 70516
 2  Highway 207 in Lexington, Oregon.
 3            As I said, my name is Brian Doherty.  I'm a
 4  fourth-generation dryland wheat farmer in central Morrow
 5  County.  I have five children.  My wife Peggy and my son
 6  Dan are here with me today.
 7            The B2H project will cut a nearly 4-mile swath
 8  through our family's farm.  My great-grandfather
 9  established our farm at Sandhollow in 1885.  It's not an
10  easy place to farm and survive economically.  And I
11  think some of my neighbors would agree with me on that.
12            Over the years our family has supported
13  development that improved life for everyone in our area.
14  We have over 20 miles of state and county roads cutting
15  through our property.  With right-of-ways, that's a lot
16  of land removed from production.
17            There's a substation just above our farmstead
18  and many standard power lines on our property.  In
19  addition, there are phone lines, fiberoptic lines, and a
20  gravel borrow pit for the State.  Historically we have
21  been very cooperative with these projects for the
22  greater good.
23            I oppose the B2H project coming through my
24  family's property as it is currently proposed.  This
25  project will permanently change the landscape and
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 1  usefulness of our property.  It will limit the future
 2  development opportunities on our property.  It will make
 3  farming more expensive, less efficient, and our
 4  production will be lowered.  We can't afford that.
 5            We have never been "not my backyard" people,
 6  our family.  But if you're going to cut a swath through
 7  our land 250 feet wide, make the compensation fair.
 8  Paying for an easement with a single payment, with the
 9  possibility of a judge determining what's fair, doesn't
10  sound like a good deal to us.
11            In 2012, we had the federal government shut
12  down the installation of windmills on our property.  I'm
13  not sure we ever got the true explanation of why that
14  was done.
15            In the early 1980s, my father had irrigation
16  that he legally developed on the west side of our
17  property shut down by the State with regulations that
18  came later on the critical groundwater area.  This was
19  an economic blow that was very difficult for us to
20  overcome.  Forgive us if we have misgivings about what
21  the government will deem fair.
22            I don't believe I have the political or
23  economic clout to stop Idaho Power, PacifiCorp, and BPA.
24  But I would like to propose an ongoing lease payment
25  based on each tower or a portion of receipts from
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 1  wielding costs returned to the landowner based on how
 2  many towers are on their land.  And I'd like to credit
 3  my neighbor Roger Morter for that idea.
 4            You can respond that it isn't done this way,
 5  but that doesn't mean it can't be.  I think most of the
 6  landowners would find this more agreeable.  We are not
 7  opposed to prudent development for the common good.  But
 8  we are losing more than the land under these towers.
 9            My view of the Gleason Butte from my tractor
10  seat will forever be altered.  I love that view, I've
11  earned that view.  We can work with you, but be fair.
12  Recognize that we are giving up more than an easement
13  here.  Compensate us fairly, that's all we ask.
14            Thank you.
15            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Next up is Elizabeth

16  Ashbeck.
17            MS. ELIZABETH ASHBECK: E-l-i-z-a-b-e-t-h,
18  A-s-h-b-e-c-k.  Mailing address 71384-A, as in "apple,"
19  Highway 207, Echo, Oregon 97826.  The reason why it's in
20  Echo and not Lexington is they won't deliver to where we
21  live.  So we go 6 miles to go get our mail.
22            Which is why I'm here.  I don't have anything
23  on any studies.  I have been in agreement with Sam and
24  Brian both of what they have said.  I appreciate your
25  time.
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: George Lynch <George.Lynch@oer.idaho.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 3:23 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Cc: John Chatburn; Bobbi-Jo Meuleman; Sam J. Eaton

Subject: [Fortimail Spam Detected] B2H Public Comment

Attachments: State of Idaho B2H support for EFSC.docx

Ms. Tardaewether, 
 
Please find attached a letter of support from Idaho Governor Brad Little for the Boardman to Hemmingway transmission 
line. Thank you. 
 
Best, 
George 
 

George Lynch 
Legal Counsel  
Idaho Governor’s Office of Energy and Mineral Resources 
304 N. 8th Street | Suite 250 | Boise, ID 83720 
office: 208-332-1679 
mobile: 562-367-5981 
e-mail: george.lynch@oer.idaho.gov  

 



 
July 22, 2019 

 

 

Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 

Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St. N.E. 

Salem, OR 97301 

B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov  

 

Dear Ms. Tardaewether, 

 

Please accept this letter of support for the Boardman-to-Hemingway (B2H) 

transmission line project. The project provides access to a reliable and affordable 

supply of clean energy that is crucial to the long-term success and continued 

economic expansion of Idaho and the West.  

 

My Office of Energy and Mineral Resources has worked closely with the State of 

Oregon, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Navy, the 

Bonneville Power Administration, regional electric utilities and others throughout 

the B2H siting process. 

 

B2H is critical for the ongoing transition to clean renewable energy in the Northwest.   

This transmission line will enhance grid resiliency in our region while allowing the 

region’s utilities the ability to more fully participate in the emerging western energy 

markets.  

 

Thank you for considering the benefits of B2H for Idaho, Oregon, and the entire 

West when you make your decision on awarding a site certificate for the project.  

 

If we can provide any additional information, please contact John Chatburn, 

Administrator of my Office of Energy and Mineral Resources by calling 208-332-

1660. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brad Little 

Governor of Idaho 

mailto:B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: P. Jackson <pnjocta@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 1:50 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Cc: P. Jacskon; info@stopb2h.org; Gail Carbiener; Marlea Shurtleff; SA Brown; Rich Herman

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

To: Chairmen Beyeler and Members of the Council 

 I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Draft Project Order for the Boardman to Hemingway 
Transmission Project.  I am a longtime member of the Oregon California Trails Association (OCTA). I am very 
supportive of the work that they have done to protect the Oregon Trail, especially here in Oregon.  I want to 
note that I am commenting on my own behalf and not as a representative of OCTA. 

I have traveled the length of the Oregon Trail and researched it. I am constantly inspired by the stories of the 
people and the obstacles they overcame to travel the trail. This is an important part of our history that helps to 
tell Oregonians who we are. 

There are only a few places where you can get a real feeling of what the Oregon Trail was like when the 
pioneers traveled it.  I am concerned that the B2H Transmission line will destroy that feeling in places where it 
impacts the Oregon Trail. 

OCTA is mentioned numerous times in Exhibit S and the Historic Properties Management Plan and 
Programmatic Agreement.  I do NOT believe that Exhibit S Historic Properties Management Plan is complete 
in 7.2.3 Field Crew. I offer this additional condition.  It is my understanding that OCTA would support this 
condition. 

ADDITIONAL CONDITION #1    The Council should add an Oregon Trail expert to the Cultural Resource 
Team. This Oregon Trail individual will have qualifications similar to Field crew members. For example, they 
will have an undergraduate degree in anthropology, archaeology, or in a field such as geology, engineering or 
history. It will not be necessary to have attended a field school. This individual will be recommended by the 
National OCTA President and agreed to by the Field Director.  

The field surveys, even with SHPO and NPS data, have missed and/or mislabeled some sections of the emigrant 
trail.  I believe that it is important for the public to know where the Trails are.  OCTA over the years has marked 
the trail location with wooden signs, small triangles attached to trees, and more recently, carbonite posts and 
steel rails.  Most private property owners are proud of the trail on their property, and after obtaining permission 
allow the public to walk and hike on the trail. 

Idaho Power and their consultants have not acknowledged trail crossings shown on submitted Maps and do not 
acknowledge visual intrusion of the line for 10 miles per standards, and only upon ODOE’s RAI’s, put into 
documents some trail protections.  This has been consistent from the BLM process to current day. 

Considering the points above, Idaho Power does not comply with the state standards for cultural resources OAR 
354-022-0090, or 345-022-0080, Scenic resources. EFSC Must Deny the Site Certificate! 

Pauline Jackson 
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PO Box 22184 
Portland OR 97269 
 
Email: pnjocta@yahoo.com 
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Aric Johnson <aricjjohnson@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 8:08 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE; info@stopb2h.org

Subject: B2H Comment Submission

Attachments: B2H EFSC comment-Scenic-AJJ.docx

Please accept my comments on the B2H transmission line siting proposal 
--Aric-- 



August 20, 2019 
 

Energy Facilities Siting Council 
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol St N.E. 
Salem, OR.  97301 
 
Via EMAIL:  B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 

 
Subject:  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 
Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019. 
 
Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 

I am writing to oppose granting a site certificate to Idaho Power for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Project on the grounds of unacceptable impact to the scenic resources 
in the Grande Ronde valley of Oregon.   

I moved to be a part of this community in 1985.  I have raised two boys in this beautiful place 
and now look forward spending time with my family and grandsons in a place that is familiar 
and safe.  One of the primary reasons why I have chosen to stay here all these years is because of 
the natural setting of hills and mountains visible from any point in the valley.  This outstanding 
scenery and the access provided by the national forests surrounding the valley keep people 
coming here and staying.  I do not want to see its scenery degraded by a string of massive towers 
that will overpower the natural, rural beauty that make this valley a desirable place to live.  
Moving them “out of sight” of the valley does not correct this intrusion.  The beautiful Morgan 
Lake and upper Glass Hill areas will be forever blighted by intrusive towers that no one in Idaho 
will have to endure to receive power from sources hundreds of miles away.  Transferring energy 
in wires over long distances is a technology of the past and shouldn’t be used in this setting. 

Specifically, OAR 345-022-0080, in describing Scenic Resources, states “the Council must find 
that the design, construction and operation of the facility, taking into account mitigation, are not 
likely to result in significant adverse impact to scenic resources and values identified as 
significant or important in local land use plans….” 

The “not likely” probability of adverse impact is indefensible.  Huge towers with swinging high 
tension wires will most certainly affect the viewshed in and around the Grande Ronde valley.  
How could construction of a system of towers of this scale not permanently impair the viewshed 
and scenic corridors of our beautiful valley? 

Union County Land Use Plan (1979) in the Plan Policies > Resources section, page 33, outlines 
goals for resources: 

V. Resources 

A. State Planning Goal:  To conserve open space and protect natural, cultural, historical 
and scenic resources. 

B2. That the following concerns will be taken into account in protecting area 
visual attractiveness: 



a. Maintaining vegetative cover wherever practical. 
b. Using vegetation or other site obscuring methods of screening unsightly 
uses. 
c. Minimizing number and size of signs. 
d. Siting developments to be compatible with surrounding area uses, and 
to recognize 

the natural characteristics of the location. 

B6. That development will maintain or enhance attractiveness of the area and not 
degrade resources. 

Idaho Power’s request to string huge towers along the visible edge of the Grande Ronde Valley 
violates sections V.A, V.B.2 and V.B.6 of our County’s Land Use Plan. 
 
Considering the points above, Idaho Power cannot comply with the state standards. Therefore 
EFSC Must Deny the Site Certificate! 
 
Sincerely, 

Aric J. Johnson 
Aric J. Johnson 
62116 Igo Lane 
La Grande, Or 97850 
aricjjohnson@gmail.com 
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Bruce Johnson <rowljohn@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 11:57 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: concerns about certificate approval for B2H

22 August 2019 
 

Energy Facilities Siting Council 
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 

Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St N.E. 
Salem, OR.  97301 

  
Subject:  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project 
9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019. 
 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 
  
As a wildlife biologist who has studied effects of human disturbance and infrastructure on wildlife for many 
years, I am very concerned about the proposed Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project in terms of its 
potential impacts on wildlife habitat. The key impacts of the proposed project include the erection of 1,200 
tall (up to 200 ft) towers and the creation of a massive corridor of disturbed land (305 miles x 250 ft).  A large 
and increasing body of research demonstrates the use of such towers as perches and nest sites for a suite of 
common avian predators (e.g., crows, ravens), thus increasing predation rates on sensitive species such as 
greater sage-grouse and other ground-nesting birds.  Effects of such synanthropic species are becoming more 
common as humans alter natural landscapes with structures such as these towers. Moreover, the creation of a 
permanent, altered corridor along the 300+ miles of the transmission line will create highly suitable habitat for 
invasive plant species, such as cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) or the increasingly problematic North Africa 
grass (Ventenata dubia). This habitat degradation will affect a host of wildlife species, from small mammals 
relying on seeds of native bunchgrasses for food to birds that will no longer find suitable nesting habitat in a 
mowed strip of land.   
  
Per regulations regarding the issuing of a certificate to Idaho Power, the Council must find that the design, 
construction and operation of the facility, taking into account mitigation, are consistent with: 
  
(1) The general fish and wildlife habitat mitigation goals and standards of OAR 635-415-0025(1) through (6) in 
effect as of February 24, 2017, and 

(2) For energy facilities that impact sage-grouse habitat, the sage-grouse specific habitat mitigation 
requirements of the Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Strategy for Oregon at OAR 635-415-0025(7) and OAR 
635-140-0000 through -0025 in effect as of February 24, 2017. (Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 469.470 & 
469.501, Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 469.501).   
  
This project is not consistent with the basic goals and standards described above due to its potential impacts 
on wildlife habitat throughout the corridor.  In conclusion, the evidence is clear, from the multitude of 
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resource concerns – not just about wildlife habitat - that have been raised by many concerned citizens, that 
the Energy Facilities Siting Council should not approve the certificate to approve this project. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
/s/ Mary Rowland 

  
401 Aquarius Way 

La Grande, Oregon 97850 

rowljohn@gmail.com 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Kathy J <katrinajeana@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, June 8, 2019 9:03 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: B2H

Please, NO, don't allow this transmission line to be built! 

Concerned citizen Kathy Johnson 





Input on Draft Proposed Order for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Line

Hearing
June 18, 2019
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 1  because you don't get to respond to the decisions of the
 2  Council directly.  And the Department of Energy has made
 3  it increasingly difficult for the public to access the
 4  Energy Facility Siting Council members.
 5            So you add to that the fact that there's no
 6  reasonable time to review these proposed orders, and
 7  you're talking about 600 pages in the draft proposed
 8  order.  These issues, and it's not the complete list,
 9  came from 25 pages.  I guess it was actually 24 pages of
10  that draft proposed order.  So go figure.
11            Do I have any more time left?
12            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: You have 23 seconds.

13            MS. IRENE GILBERT: I was going to add a bunch
14  of other things.  The developer has ignored things like
15  protected lands.  There are three federal mitigation
16  sites at Ladd Marsh; they choose not to even mention
17  them.  They ignore federal threatened and endangered
18  species protections.  They will not provide any
19  protection of them.  They don't honor the tribes and the
20  treaty agreements.
21            You've approved things as far as where the
22  views amount to someone floating on Wild and Scenic
23  River and looking up to energy development that's a mile
24  away, and seeing a bunch of turbines while you're on the
25  Wild and Scenic River.
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 1            As far as the placement of these, in Union
 2  County, we have 80 percent on private land, we have
 3  55 percent, federal land.  So I could go on.  I will go
 4  on but not in this format.
 5            So thank you for the time.  You will get all
 6  of the statutory references.
 7            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you,
 8  Ms. Gilbert.
 9            MS. IRENE GILBERT: Thank you.
10            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Before we hear from

11  Mr. Horton, the next one is Frank Jordan.
12            SECRETARY CORNETT: For the record, Council
13  Member Betty Roppe joined, so we do have a quorum at
14  this point in time.
15            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
16            Mr. Horton, if you want to start with your
17  name and address.
18            MR. MICHAEL HORTON: I'm Michael W. Horton.
19  My address is 106 Main Street, P.O. Box 1565, Nyssa,
20  Oregon 97913.  I want to welcome Council to eastern
21  Oregon.
22            I'm secretary of the Joint Committee of the
23  Owyhee Project.  The Joint Committee consists of
24  representatives from Owyhee Irrigation District,
25  Ridgeview Irrigation District, and Gem Irrigation
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 1  District.  The Joint Committee manages the Owyhee Dam on
 2  the Owyhee River along with two hydroelectric power
 3  plants.  One of the power plants is located at the base
 4  of the Owyhee Dam and the other plant is located at the
 5  head of the irrigation tunnel near the Owyhee Dam.
 6            The Joint Committee operates and maintains a
 7  69-kV transmission line which transmits power from the
 8  Owyhee hydroelectric facilities to Idaho Power's power
 9  grid system.  The hydroelectric power plants were
10  partially funded by loans through the Department of
11  Energy.  The 69-kV transmission line will be crossed by
12  the proposed 500-kV line somewhere to the east of
13  proposed milepost 256.
14            The Joint Committee requests additional
15  language be added to the draft proposed order to require
16  Department of Energy staff and irrigation districts'
17  staff be consulted on tower and line placements near the
18  intersections of the power lines and canals, tunnels,
19  and access roads.
20            The Joint Committee members share the same
21  concerns expressed tonight, that you've heard tonight on
22  the proposed placement on EFU lands.
23            Thank you.
24            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
25            Following Mr. Jordan we will have Jim Foss.
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 1            Mr. Jordan, if you'd state your name and
 2  address, please.
 3            MR. FRANK JORDAN: My name is Frank Jordan.  I
 4  live at 3370 Old Stage Road in Westfall.
 5            I own property west of Vale that the power
 6  line will be crossing.  And my main concern is the power
 7  line is basically using our driveways as their access
 8  roads.  We have a home within one-eighth of a mile of
 9  the power line.  We have fields that it's crossing.  An
10  irrigation pond within feet of where they propose to
11  cross.
12            And I have not been contacted at all by Idaho
13  Power to come out and look at where they are putting the
14  line.  No one from Idaho Power has come out.  No one
15  from Oregon Department of Energy has been on my property
16  to look where the line is going.  I find this kind of
17  disturbing that Idaho Power or the Oregon Department of
18  Energy would basically put a line somewhere without
19  actually going out and talking to the landowners and
20  seeing exactly where the line is proposed.  That's my
21  only comment.
22            Thank you.
23            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
24            After we hear from Mr. Foss, will be followed
25  by Arnold Tropf.
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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 1  before.
 2            Tonight I'm speaking a couple of times to the
 3  people behind me.  Because if you read the literature
 4  that Idaho Power has provided in the fire prevention
 5  area, it's as if the California fires never existed.
 6  They have a sentence in there that says:  "In operation,
 7  the B2H line will not significantly increase fire
 8  potential."
 9            Now, the State of California, and the day
10  before yesterday the State of Nevada, have legislated
11  that their utility companies prepare a detailed fire
12  prevention plan.  I have sent to the Chairman my letter
13  with details on what I think Idaho Power should do.
14            The other thing that I would like to talk to
15  the people sitting behind me, is in reclamation.  Idaho
16  Power says that the power line will be active in
17  perpetuity; that means forever.  They provide no data,
18  no references.  500-kilovolt power lines in the state of
19  Oregon have begun in the 1980s.  That's not a hundred
20  years.
21            What's more, in reclamation, they say because
22  it's going to be forever, they're shifting the risk of
23  reclaiming the land to the public for the first
24  50 years, because they're not going to bond reclamation
25  after and during from the time that it's in operation
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 1  until the first 50 years.  Now, that's like not insuring
 2  a new home because you don't think it's going to burn
 3  down until it gets old.
 4            They don't provide any data.  Hard data.  And
 5  what's more -- I'm looking at Todd -- what's more, it
 6  concerns me that the EFSC can approve without requiring
 7  more detail.
 8            Now, in the last 7 minutes, I have sent you
 9  this letter as well, and again, I'm talking to the
10  people behind me, wearing my Oregon Trail cap.  Exhibit
11  BB, section 3.4.2, the conclusion regarding
12  undergrounding the power line.  Idaho Power continues to
13  says it's too expensive.  I have sent to Mr. Beyeler,
14  the Chairman, and I don't know how far my letters go,
15  pictures of a comparison of 3.7 miles down in Chino
16  Hills, California, of a 500-kilovolt power line that was
17  put underground for 3.7 miles.  Almost every foot of
18  that ditch had a infrastructure under the ground.  That
19  cost $224 million.
20            I've recommended, as I hope people in the
21  audience have, that the line be put underground in front
22  of the Interpretive Center.
23            For illustration purposes, Idaho Power has
24  used 1 1/2 miles and asked POWER Engineering, one of the
25  consultants, it's a good firm, but it's a consultant
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 1  that's working for Idaho Power, in the burying of a
 2  power line in Hailey-Sun Valley, Oregon [sic], that
 3  they're having difficulty with because of scenic views.
 4  POWER Engineering says this 1 1/2 miles here at the toe
 5  of the foothill, sagebrush off irrigated land will cost
 6  $111 million.
 7            If it's just a straight line, it doesn't cost
 8  that much.  In reality, they have not had a foot on the
 9  ground that they have documented.  They've not turned
10  over a shovel of dirt in front of that Interpretive
11  Center that they've documented.  I've documented the
12  Chino Hills, and I've talked with those people.  And
13  they say it's probably 50,000, but that's their guess --
14  50 million, excuse me.
15            You will receive other letters from me rather
16  than speaking this last 4 minutes, but I would certainly
17  hope that you would seriously consider the
18  undergrounding.  POWER Engineering in their estimate
19  states that they are a Level 5 estimate, based on their
20  civil engineering standards.  They have given the
21  definition of a Level 5 as ratio, ballpark, blue sky,
22  seat of the pants, idea study, prospect, estimate,
23  concession, license, or guesstimate.  That's their
24  definitions.  You've got to do better.
25            Thank you very much.
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 1            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
 2            After we hear from Mr. Kaaen, we will hear
 3  from Bruce Owen.  And if anybody else that has not yet,
 4  that wants to be heard tonight, if you have not
 5  completed a comment form, please do so and provide it to
 6  staff.  I think we will, after Mr. Owen, we've run out
 7  of comments, people who want to comment at this point,
 8  so we will take a break after that.  And if anybody else
 9  wants to be heard, we'll reconvene and hear from you.
10            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can we have it quieter
11  in here?  It's really noisy in the back.  Can you
12  address the noise in the back of the room, please.
13            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Well, I know that we

14  do have some people coming in to get their tacos and --
15            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It's really hard to
16  hear.
17            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Is it?
18            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes, it is.
19            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: I'm sorry about
20  that.  And when you speak, if you'll speak into the
21  microphone.
22            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: Certainly.
23            My name is Wayne Kaaen.  I'm from Halfway,
24  Oregon.  Post Office Box 402, Halfway.  I have property
25  which B2H is impacting.  Obviously that's why I'm here.
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 1            I'd like to digress momentarily to put forth a
 2  brief history of where I'm coming from.  No. 1, I've
 3  been here in this area long enough to remember some of
 4  the promises that were made by Idaho Power.  Fish
 5  passage either fish ladder, trucks or with -- pardon me,
 6  thank you, Todd -- or with the construction of
 7  fish-raising facilities.  In every case, they have
 8  waffled under these regulations to which is part of
 9  Oregon law.
10            I could go on and have reams of material I've
11  collected on this.  I'll get to some of the more recent
12  things here.  Idaho Power most recently went to Oregon
13  asking about changing the laws about fish habitat in the
14  Snake River.  They managed to do it, not because Oregon
15  felt it was appropriate, this was against Oregon law as
16  it stood, but because our own politicians waffled
17  underneath this.
18            This has been done over and over again.  Most
19  recently in the paper as of June 6, 2019, once again,
20  our own politicians waffled under the regulations of
21  fish habitat, the passage of Clean Water Acts.  It goes
22  on and on.
23            From a personal standpoint, the property to
24  which I have that is being impacted, years ago, 20 years
25  ago, we were required by Oregon state law to build
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 1  another road that did not follow a tributary to Ladd
 2  Creek.  That road was built because we were required by
 3  Oregon law to do it.  This very same power line that B2H
 4  wants to put in impacts that same tributary.  A 250-foot
 5  wide swath of barren ground to which they said they did
 6  not want a road, barren ground road next to the water
 7  source that would impact the redband trout.
 8            Question to Oregon I have:  Why is it I have
 9  to obey Oregon laws and Idaho Power does not?
10            The other thing I question about that, too, in
11  terms of habitat, if you look at an aerial photograph of
12  our place, it's the only place within miles that has
13  old-growth timber, that has been a wildlife habitat in
14  our family for 60 years.  That, in effect, is going to
15  be erased by this B2H line.
16            The question remains:  Who's running Oregon;
17  Idaho or the Oregon citizens?
18            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: I did have one question.
19            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: Yes.
20            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: The nature of the lobbying
21  that you have talked about with Idaho Power, that was
22  with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife or the
23  Oregon DEQ?
24            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: Near's I can tell it was
25  both.
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 1            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: Was the nature of it
 2  nitrogen supersaturation?
 3            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: It had to do with water
 4  temperature, it had to do with fish passage, and it had
 5  to do with pollution in the river.  Those three items
 6  are the items that I researched on.
 7            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: Okay.  Thank you.
 8            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: This is all on the Internet
 9  that I have got out.  And the last portion is my own
10  personal experience.  Everything before that is stuff
11  that I extracted off the Internet and Oregon laws.
12            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: Will that be submitted?
13            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: I thought I just submitted
14  it.
15            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: I mean in writing, the
16  article?
17            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: I can do that, but I cannot
18  afford a dozen Philadelphia lawyers to defend me either.
19  Idaho Power can and I can't.  But I suppose I could get
20  somebody to write up something for me.  Would that be
21  appropriate?
22            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: Yes.
23            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: Okay, Barry.  Thank you very
24  much for that comment.  I appreciate it.
25            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: And if you submit
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 1  it, please do so by July 23rd.
 2            MR. WAYNE KAAEN: Boy, that's quite a time.
 3  That really puts me under the crunch.  Okay.  Thank you.
 4            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
 5            Mr. Owen?
 6            And is there anybody on the phone that would
 7  like to give comment?  Hearing none, we will take a
 8  break after we hear from Mr. Owen, probably about a
 9  15-minute break, and then we'll reconvene and then I
10  have a comment card here, we'll hear from Idaho Power.
11            MR. BRUCE OWEN: My name is Bruce Owen.  I
12  live at 27910 Oxman Ranch Lane in Durkee, Oregon.
13            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Your street name
14  again.
15            MR. BRUCE OWEN: 27910 Oxman Ranch Lane,
16  Durkee.
17            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
18            MR. BRUCE OWEN: You're welcome.
19            Twenty-five years ago, I retired and moved to
20  a lifelong dream of mine, a ranch in the Durkee area.  I
21  bought it because of the scenic value and the isolation
22  with that.  And for 25 years I've lived happily on that
23  ranch with the elk and the deer, and all the other game
24  animals there.
25            There is a power corridor through Durkee right
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