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 1  $100,000 in funding for improvements to Morgan Lake to
 2  mitigate the impacts on recreation should the Morgan
 3  Lake alternative be constructed.  Idaho Power has agreed
 4  to this condition as well.
 5            I want to say this again:  Please do not
 6  interpret the City's willingness to agree to
 7  mitigations, that I just meant it as support or
 8  acceptance of the project.  We remain firmly opposed,
 9  firmly opposed to the project for the reasons identified
10  in our 2017 comments of the preliminary application.
11            We respectfully ask that EFSC require the
12  mitigation we are seeking in the final order if the
13  project is approved.  And while I have only a modicum of
14  the compassion as Peter Barry, just say no.
15            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Next, we have
16  Mr. Larkin followed by Sheri Kanig.
17            MR. GREG LARKIN: Good evening.  My name is
18  Greg Larkin.  I reside at 59655 Morgan Lake Road.  I
19  live on the top of Morgan Lake Road directly across from
20  the entrance into Morgan Lake.
21            The Morgan Lake alternative route of the Idaho
22  Power transmission line would be located approximately
23  120 yards from my residence.  I'm in the process of
24  developing my second approved home site on this
25  property, which would be even in a closer location of
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 1  this transmission line in proximity to it.
 2            I spent many years as a locomotive engineer
 3  for the Union Pacific Railroad.  I suffered a permanent
 4  disability of hearing loss and tinnitus that forced me
 5  away from this career.
 6            I can read you a screenshot from Wikipedia on
 7  tinnitus:  "Tinnitus is the hearing of sound with no
 8  external sound present.  While often described as a
 9  ringing, it may also sound like a clicking, hiss or
10  roaring.  Rarely, unclear voices or music are heard.
11  The sound may be soft or loud, low pitched or high
12  pitched and appear to be coming from one ear or both.
13  Most of the time, it comes on gradually.  In some
14  people, the sound causes depression or anxiety and can
15  interfere with concentration."
16            I am real bad in the last 3 years.  When I
17  left the railroad in '87, I had a testing in 1985, my
18  ears rang at that time 57 decibels.  Approximately
19  10 years ago, one ear was at 72 decibels, the other one
20  was at 75 decibels.
21            Now, I have great concerns, and I've been
22  around the transmission lines before where I cannot
23  stand them, and if this is this close to my home.  And
24  then to cope with it up there, or to tolerate it, I've
25  done a lot of pruning and thinning of the trees to get
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 1  the wind patterns to different velocities of wind to
 2  seek some relief from this, and I've been able to create
 3  this type of environment here.
 4            Now, the facts of this B2H coming through my
 5  property, without it being there, can almost put a
 6  person a little over the top that way.  It affects me
 7  every second of every day.  It's a 100-pound drill
 8  lodged in their back, to characterize it.
 9            If this transmission line were to go through
10  at this location, I would no longer be able to reside or
11  fulfill my lifetime dreams and goal of living here.  And
12  I don't have the time nor the resources or anything else
13  to seek the relief I've sought or the little bit of
14  tranquility to deal with this issue.  Well, I will leave
15  it at this, and then I'll address some more issues.
16            As far as pertaining to the sound, the static
17  hiss of this line for the peace and tranquility of our
18  lake up there.  We have a gas line that goes through,
19  this line and this route will cross this gas line twice.
20  If we have heavy fogs or a rainstorm, that can transmit
21  a spark to the ground and create a fire, the electronic
22  field.
23            Again, I'll repeat myself.  The health hazards
24  of this to people in this close of proximity.  And the
25  deterioration, even in the ground, the potential
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 1  deterioration in the ground of this gas pipeline.  The
 2  technology, I don't know, as it goes over, through this
 3  route.  It had to.  There is no longer a route that was
 4  the western route that was on the radar and it's
 5  disappeared, it's gone away.  And viably the effect on
 6  our county here, if that route were to go through in
 7  that direction, it would most likely have no less impact
 8  on our county here, to the residents.
 9            I'm not a public speaker.  I'll address it
10  further in some written comments.  I'll have some
11  assistance on that.
12            I thank you for your time.
13            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
14            We have Sheri Kanig, and following we will
15  hear from William Whitaker.
16            MS. SHERI KANIG: Good afternoon or evening,
17  everyone.  My name is Sheri Kanig, and I reside at 331
18  Southwest Street in Yreka, California.  That is located
19  in the Klamath National Forest in Siskiyou County,
20  northern California.  I am not a resident of La Grande
21  but a volunteer and a tourist.
22            I have been a co-owner of a large logging
23  company in the Klamath National Forest for many years
24  and also participated in fire suppression.  I guess my
25  issues today are regarding the fire danger because of
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 1  this line.
 2            I've also worked for the Happy Camp Ranger
 3  District in the Klamath National Forest and worked on
 4  active forest fires.  I have flown with pilots over the
 5  fires and seen the devastation caused to the habitat and
 6  to the animals.  The animals can't be forgotten.
 7            I have many relatives that dedicated their
 8  careers to protecting the towns and forests from
 9  wildland fires.  These fires put the lives of
10  firefighters, volunteers, residents, habitat, and
11  wildlife in jeopardy.
12            Living in Happy Camp at one time, I've been
13  totally surrounded by a forest fire.  All of our crew
14  had to work on this fire.  There were many dangers, we
15  lost some of our vehicles, and the fire and long-lasting
16  smoke caused severe health issues in many residents,
17  including my father-in-law who passed away a couple of
18  years later.  He was a fire officer for the Forest
19  Service for about 25 years.
20            I'd like to talk about a fire that affected
21  many people that I knew.  In November of 2018, near
22  Paradise, California, a fire started on the 56-mile
23  Caribou-Palermo Electric transmission line.  This fire
24  started at 6:33 a.m. near a tower in Pulga -- I may be
25  saying that wrong -- in Paradise.  That day utility
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 1  workers discovered that a part had separated from an arm
 2  on the tower, and that is what started that portion of
 3  the fire.
 4            The Camp Fire in Paradise killed 85 people,
 5  destroyed 18,804 structures, and burned 153,336 acres.
 6  That is a huge devastation.
 7            Cal Fire also identified a second ignition
 8  site.  The second fire was determined to be vegetation
 9  that got into an electrical distribution line, owned and
10  operated also by PG&E.  Not many people know that there
11  was a second cause to that fire.  Those fires both
12  emerged.
13            Many family and friends that I know live in
14  Paradise.  They lost their homes, their pets, their
15  livelihood.  How can that ever be recovered?
16            If you drive through northern California on
17  Interstate 5 from the Oregon border, you just have to
18  look around.  You could probably go 20 miles and notice
19  there was another wildfire and the total devastation
20  that it caused.
21            Fires have increased each year that goes by
22  and become larger and more devastation caused; animals,
23  plants, people, homes.  I mean, what can I say.
24            As a tourist and visitor from a state
25  devastated by wildfire each and every year, I can only
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 1  say this area holds a serene and untouched beauty.  The
 2  landscape and wildlife are stunning; the elk, the deer,
 3  everything that you see every single day.
 4            I spent the past two days on a parcel of land
 5  right across from Morgan Lake.  We hiked for many hours
 6  and saw all the wildlife, the beauty, the untouched
 7  beauty of this area.
 8            I think that the building of this power line
 9  will devastate this beauty, and I feel that this should
10  not go on.  That is all I have to say.
11            Thank you.
12            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
13            After Mr. Whitaker is Thomas Thompson.
14            MR. WILLIAM WHITAKER: Good evening.  My name

15  is Bill Whitaker.  I live here in La Grande at 1108 G
16  Avenue, about a mile away from Morgan Lake Road.
17            I'm vice chair of the Board of Oregon Rural
18  Action.  ORA is a member organization of the Stop B2H
19  Coalition.  ORA believes that local residents, ordinary
20  people, should be the people who are able to decide the
21  impact of issues that dramatically affect their lives,
22  our lives, not corporate interests making those
23  decisions.
24            We have many concerns about the necessity for
25  the cost of and the impact of the B2H transmission line.
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 1  I will be submitting a detailed report, but in light of
 2  the fact that many of the things that you have heard
 3  already tonight, I won't repeat.  I want to just speak a
 4  bit from my heart.
 5            Idaho Power stated that it intended to
 6  construct its proposed power line on a route that had
 7  the most support from the community, that had the least
 8  impact on the community.  The route chosen clearly lacks
 9  support from citizens of La Grande and Union County.  It
10  simply is not something that we want to have here
11  affecting our community in many ways.
12            We are asking you to consider some of the
13  impacts of this line on our community.  We want you to
14  consider, to think about the impact of construction
15  traffic on our residential neighborhoods and the
16  deterioration that it will cause to our streets and
17  roads, and the danger that it would present to
18  pedestrians walking in these neighborhoods, many of
19  which don't even have sidewalks.
20            We want you, please, to consider the negative
21  impact of the project on our unique Morgan Lake Park.
22  You have heard vivid testimony about what the impact of
23  power transmission towers towering 40 feet above the
24  forest canopy in Morgan Lake would cause to the
25  viewshed, the solitude, the beauty of that area.
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Megan Keating <megank495@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 4:43 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order.

Attachments: Keating Letter.docx

Please find attached my comment on the Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 
Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order. 
 
Sincerely, 
Megan Keating 
 
 



August 21, 2019 

 

Energy Facilities Siting Council 
  c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St, N.E. 
Salem, OR 97301 

  
Sent Via E-Mail: B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 

  
Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission 
Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order. 
 

RE:  Anadromous Fish in Ladd Creek, Union County 

 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Energy Facility Siting Council: 
 

I am writing in protest of the proposed Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
Project.  Specifically, I am protesting as a concerned citizen regarding the B2H Draft Proposed Order, 
the Final Environmental Impact Statement, and the project’s plan regarding wild and threatened fish.   
 
As a frequent visitor to La Grande, Oregon and the surrounding natural areas I am deeply concerned 
about the project’s effect on wild and threatened fish. It is absolutely critical to protect these habitats. 
 

Both of the proposed routes in Union County for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
project include a crossing of the Ladd Creek and/or its tributaries.   Ladd Creek flows approximately 
14 miles through the Wallowa Whitman National Forest and private land on the east side of the Blue 
Mountains, into the Ladd Marsh Wildlife area, connecting with Catherine Creek and the Grande 
Ronde, Snake, and Columbia Rivers.  
 

Historically, there were anadromous fish (steelhead and salmon returning from the ocean) in Ladd 
Creek.  ODFW has documented that steelhead and salmon used Ladd Creek for spawning.  
However, construction of Interstate 84 in the 1970’s stopped the passage of these fish above the 
interstate due to a vertical culvert being installed (see Power Point “Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project 
- ODOT FTP”). 
 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Mission is to protect and enhance Oregon’s fish and 
wildlife and their habitats for use and enjoyment by present and future generations. The department is 
the only state agency charged exclusively with protecting Oregon’s fish and wildlife resources. The 
state Wildlife Policy (ORS 496.012) and Food Fish Management Policy (ORS 506.109) are the 
primary statutes that govern management of fish and wildlife resources.   
 

The B2H Draft Proposed Order (page 9-10 of draft Fish Passage Plan in ASC Exhibit BB, Attachment 
BB-2), states that Ladd Creek and its tributaries contain only local fish (trout), but that status has 
changed due to major culvert work along and under the I-84 interstate in the last 4 years.  As a 
result, the information contained in the B2H Draft Proposed Order is incorrect and out of compliance 
with Oregon and Federal statutes. 
 

In 2015, ODOT completed a 2-year project to replace culverts that previously had blocked fish 
passage in the creek and at the I-84 crossing of Ladd Creek (see 



https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/csp/mediapool/sites/LaGrandeObserver/LocalState/story.csp?cid=
4108250&sid=824&fid=151). 
 

According to ODFW Fish biologist Tim Bailey, in the year after completion of the fish passage project 
(2016) a steelhead redd was documented above the culvert, upstream from the freeway.  
 

ODOT has continued this fish passage project in 2019 along with plans for freeway reconstruction 
and additional traffic lanes (see https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/odot-works-to-improve-
i-84-fish-passage-in-ladd-canyon/45648).  Construction has resulted in costs over 32 million dollars, 
and the list of agencies and individuals in support of this costly fish passage project include ODFW, 
Union County Board of Commissioners, The Grande Ronde Model Watershed, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Senator Jeff Merkley, Senator Ron Wyden, and the National Marine Fisheries Service  
(see https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-details.aspx?project=20381) and ([PPT] 
Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project - ODOT FTP). 
 

An entire watershed is protected when it is determined that it contains federally threatened or 
endangered fish species.  Idaho Power in its application and the B2H Draft Proposed Order have 
failed to incorporate information regarding identification of the habitat category or locations which will 
be impacted by the proposed B2H powerline development. Critical habitat is specifically identified in 
the federal law recording the listing of threatened species (ESA).  The current application and site 
certificate fails to include requirements that would assure that the state is complying with federal laws 
in providing habitat protection for listed species (salmon and steelhead).   
 

The B2H Draft Proposed Order contains the following outdated information: 
 

1. In Table 1. Road-Stream Crossing Ownership, Risk Summaries, Proposed Crossing Types, and 
Fish Passage Information Idaho Power names 5 waters in the Ladd Creek area (page 9-11 of 
draft Fish Passage Plan in ASC Exhibit BB, Attachment BB-2) with stream crossings.  The 
report states that the only fish in these waters are resident fish.  This information is now 
incorrect.  
 

2. The B2H Draft Proposed Order states that for all of Ladd Creek and its tributary streams that 
“No new ODFW fish plan anticipated.”  (page 9-11 of Attachment BB-2).  It cannot be 
overemphasized that this information is now incorrect.  
 

3. The alternative route Idaho Power has chosen will necessitate a 3a/3b (page 11 BB-2) design 
change for a bridge crossing on Ladd Creek if this route is chosen, this will trigger an ODFW fish 
passage plan to be implemented (OAR  17  412-0035) based on Oregon Administrative Rules 
(OAR) 635-412-0020.  Again, the B2H Draft Proposed Order information is now incorrect. 

 

Because of the change of status of the fish population in Ladd Creak, the B2H Draft Proposed Order 
is out of compliance with several Federal and State laws including: 
 

1. ORS 509.580 through 509.910: Fish Passage; Fishways; Screening Devices; Hatcheries Near 
Dams  

2. OAR 635-41-0005 through 635-412-0040: Fish Passage  
3. Oregon Forest Practice Administrative Rules and Forest Practices Act, OAR Chapter 629 

(ODF 2014)  
4. Forest Practices Technical Note Number 4, Fish Passage Guidelines for New and 

Replacement Structures (ODF 2002)  
5. Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Policy (OAR  635-415-0000), which states that :   

https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/csp/mediapool/sites/LaGrandeObserver/LocalState/story.csp?cid=4108250&sid=824&fid=151
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(a) The mitigation goal if impacts are unavoidable, is no net loss of either habitat quantity or 

quality and to provide a net benefit of habitat quantity or quality. 
 

(b) The Department shall act to achieve the mitigation goal for Category 2 habitat by 
recommending or requiring: 

(A) Avoidance of impacts through alternatives to the proposed development action; or 
(B) Mitigation of impacts, if unavoidable, through reliable in-kind, in-proximity habitat 

mitigation to achieve no net loss of either pre-development habitat quantity or 
quality. In addition, a net benefit of habitat quantity or quality must be provided. 
Progress towards achieving the mitigation goals and standards shall be reported 
on a schedule agreed to in the mitigation plan performance measures. The fish 
and wildlife mitigation measures shall be implemented and completed either prior 
to or concurrent with the development action. 

 

(c) If neither 635-415-0025(2)(b)(A) or (B) can be achieved, the Department 
shall recommend against or shall not authorize the proposed development action. 

 

In conclusion, the B2H Draft Proposed Order contains an improper evaluation of the potential 
short and long term negative impacts to the fish habitat in the Ladd Creek drainage, including 
surrounding creeks, given the fact that species listed as threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act are now returning to Ladd Creek, with their numbers expected to increase in 
upcoming months and years. 

Sincerely,  
 

 

Megan Keating  
5922 SE Holgate Blvd 

Portland, OR 97206 

MeganK495@gmail.com 

(508)-681-5921 
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