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 1  $100,000 in funding for improvements to Morgan Lake to
 2  mitigate the impacts on recreation should the Morgan
 3  Lake alternative be constructed.  Idaho Power has agreed
 4  to this condition as well.
 5            I want to say this again:  Please do not
 6  interpret the City's willingness to agree to
 7  mitigations, that I just meant it as support or
 8  acceptance of the project.  We remain firmly opposed,
 9  firmly opposed to the project for the reasons identified
10  in our 2017 comments of the preliminary application.
11            We respectfully ask that EFSC require the
12  mitigation we are seeking in the final order if the
13  project is approved.  And while I have only a modicum of
14  the compassion as Peter Barry, just say no.
15            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Next, we have
16  Mr. Larkin followed by Sheri Kanig.
17            MR. GREG LARKIN: Good evening.  My name is
18  Greg Larkin.  I reside at 59655 Morgan Lake Road.  I
19  live on the top of Morgan Lake Road directly across from
20  the entrance into Morgan Lake.
21            The Morgan Lake alternative route of the Idaho
22  Power transmission line would be located approximately
23  120 yards from my residence.  I'm in the process of
24  developing my second approved home site on this
25  property, which would be even in a closer location of
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 1  this transmission line in proximity to it.
 2            I spent many years as a locomotive engineer
 3  for the Union Pacific Railroad.  I suffered a permanent
 4  disability of hearing loss and tinnitus that forced me
 5  away from this career.
 6            I can read you a screenshot from Wikipedia on
 7  tinnitus:  "Tinnitus is the hearing of sound with no
 8  external sound present.  While often described as a
 9  ringing, it may also sound like a clicking, hiss or
10  roaring.  Rarely, unclear voices or music are heard.
11  The sound may be soft or loud, low pitched or high
12  pitched and appear to be coming from one ear or both.
13  Most of the time, it comes on gradually.  In some
14  people, the sound causes depression or anxiety and can
15  interfere with concentration."
16            I am real bad in the last 3 years.  When I
17  left the railroad in '87, I had a testing in 1985, my
18  ears rang at that time 57 decibels.  Approximately
19  10 years ago, one ear was at 72 decibels, the other one
20  was at 75 decibels.
21            Now, I have great concerns, and I've been
22  around the transmission lines before where I cannot
23  stand them, and if this is this close to my home.  And
24  then to cope with it up there, or to tolerate it, I've
25  done a lot of pruning and thinning of the trees to get
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 1  the wind patterns to different velocities of wind to
 2  seek some relief from this, and I've been able to create
 3  this type of environment here.
 4            Now, the facts of this B2H coming through my
 5  property, without it being there, can almost put a
 6  person a little over the top that way.  It affects me
 7  every second of every day.  It's a 100-pound drill
 8  lodged in their back, to characterize it.
 9            If this transmission line were to go through
10  at this location, I would no longer be able to reside or
11  fulfill my lifetime dreams and goal of living here.  And
12  I don't have the time nor the resources or anything else
13  to seek the relief I've sought or the little bit of
14  tranquility to deal with this issue.  Well, I will leave
15  it at this, and then I'll address some more issues.
16            As far as pertaining to the sound, the static
17  hiss of this line for the peace and tranquility of our
18  lake up there.  We have a gas line that goes through,
19  this line and this route will cross this gas line twice.
20  If we have heavy fogs or a rainstorm, that can transmit
21  a spark to the ground and create a fire, the electronic
22  field.
23            Again, I'll repeat myself.  The health hazards
24  of this to people in this close of proximity.  And the
25  deterioration, even in the ground, the potential
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 1  deterioration in the ground of this gas pipeline.  The
 2  technology, I don't know, as it goes over, through this
 3  route.  It had to.  There is no longer a route that was
 4  the western route that was on the radar and it's
 5  disappeared, it's gone away.  And viably the effect on
 6  our county here, if that route were to go through in
 7  that direction, it would most likely have no less impact
 8  on our county here, to the residents.
 9            I'm not a public speaker.  I'll address it
10  further in some written comments.  I'll have some
11  assistance on that.
12            I thank you for your time.
13            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
14            We have Sheri Kanig, and following we will
15  hear from William Whitaker.
16            MS. SHERI KANIG: Good afternoon or evening,
17  everyone.  My name is Sheri Kanig, and I reside at 331
18  Southwest Street in Yreka, California.  That is located
19  in the Klamath National Forest in Siskiyou County,
20  northern California.  I am not a resident of La Grande
21  but a volunteer and a tourist.
22            I have been a co-owner of a large logging
23  company in the Klamath National Forest for many years
24  and also participated in fire suppression.  I guess my
25  issues today are regarding the fire danger because of
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 1  this line.
 2            I've also worked for the Happy Camp Ranger
 3  District in the Klamath National Forest and worked on
 4  active forest fires.  I have flown with pilots over the
 5  fires and seen the devastation caused to the habitat and
 6  to the animals.  The animals can't be forgotten.
 7            I have many relatives that dedicated their
 8  careers to protecting the towns and forests from
 9  wildland fires.  These fires put the lives of
10  firefighters, volunteers, residents, habitat, and
11  wildlife in jeopardy.
12            Living in Happy Camp at one time, I've been
13  totally surrounded by a forest fire.  All of our crew
14  had to work on this fire.  There were many dangers, we
15  lost some of our vehicles, and the fire and long-lasting
16  smoke caused severe health issues in many residents,
17  including my father-in-law who passed away a couple of
18  years later.  He was a fire officer for the Forest
19  Service for about 25 years.
20            I'd like to talk about a fire that affected
21  many people that I knew.  In November of 2018, near
22  Paradise, California, a fire started on the 56-mile
23  Caribou-Palermo Electric transmission line.  This fire
24  started at 6:33 a.m. near a tower in Pulga -- I may be
25  saying that wrong -- in Paradise.  That day utility
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 1  workers discovered that a part had separated from an arm
 2  on the tower, and that is what started that portion of
 3  the fire.
 4            The Camp Fire in Paradise killed 85 people,
 5  destroyed 18,804 structures, and burned 153,336 acres.
 6  That is a huge devastation.
 7            Cal Fire also identified a second ignition
 8  site.  The second fire was determined to be vegetation
 9  that got into an electrical distribution line, owned and
10  operated also by PG&E.  Not many people know that there
11  was a second cause to that fire.  Those fires both
12  emerged.
13            Many family and friends that I know live in
14  Paradise.  They lost their homes, their pets, their
15  livelihood.  How can that ever be recovered?
16            If you drive through northern California on
17  Interstate 5 from the Oregon border, you just have to
18  look around.  You could probably go 20 miles and notice
19  there was another wildfire and the total devastation
20  that it caused.
21            Fires have increased each year that goes by
22  and become larger and more devastation caused; animals,
23  plants, people, homes.  I mean, what can I say.
24            As a tourist and visitor from a state
25  devastated by wildfire each and every year, I can only
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 1  say this area holds a serene and untouched beauty.  The
 2  landscape and wildlife are stunning; the elk, the deer,
 3  everything that you see every single day.
 4            I spent the past two days on a parcel of land
 5  right across from Morgan Lake.  We hiked for many hours
 6  and saw all the wildlife, the beauty, the untouched
 7  beauty of this area.
 8            I think that the building of this power line
 9  will devastate this beauty, and I feel that this should
10  not go on.  That is all I have to say.
11            Thank you.
12            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
13            After Mr. Whitaker is Thomas Thompson.
14            MR. WILLIAM WHITAKER: Good evening.  My name

15  is Bill Whitaker.  I live here in La Grande at 1108 G
16  Avenue, about a mile away from Morgan Lake Road.
17            I'm vice chair of the Board of Oregon Rural
18  Action.  ORA is a member organization of the Stop B2H
19  Coalition.  ORA believes that local residents, ordinary
20  people, should be the people who are able to decide the
21  impact of issues that dramatically affect their lives,
22  our lives, not corporate interests making those
23  decisions.
24            We have many concerns about the necessity for
25  the cost of and the impact of the B2H transmission line.
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 1  I will be submitting a detailed report, but in light of
 2  the fact that many of the things that you have heard
 3  already tonight, I won't repeat.  I want to just speak a
 4  bit from my heart.
 5            Idaho Power stated that it intended to
 6  construct its proposed power line on a route that had
 7  the most support from the community, that had the least
 8  impact on the community.  The route chosen clearly lacks
 9  support from citizens of La Grande and Union County.  It
10  simply is not something that we want to have here
11  affecting our community in many ways.
12            We are asking you to consider some of the
13  impacts of this line on our community.  We want you to
14  consider, to think about the impact of construction
15  traffic on our residential neighborhoods and the
16  deterioration that it will cause to our streets and
17  roads, and the danger that it would present to
18  pedestrians walking in these neighborhoods, many of
19  which don't even have sidewalks.
20            We want you, please, to consider the negative
21  impact of the project on our unique Morgan Lake Park.
22  You have heard vivid testimony about what the impact of
23  power transmission towers towering 40 feet above the
24  forest canopy in Morgan Lake would cause to the
25  viewshed, the solitude, the beauty of that area.
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Megan Keating <megank495@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 4:43 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order.

Attachments: Keating Letter.docx

Please find attached my comment on the Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 
Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order. 
 
Sincerely, 
Megan Keating 
 
 



August 21, 2019 

 

Energy Facilities Siting Council 
  c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St, N.E. 
Salem, OR 97301 

  
Sent Via E-Mail: B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 

  
Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission 
Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order. 
 

RE:  Anadromous Fish in Ladd Creek, Union County 

 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Energy Facility Siting Council: 
 

I am writing in protest of the proposed Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
Project.  Specifically, I am protesting as a concerned citizen regarding the B2H Draft Proposed Order, 
the Final Environmental Impact Statement, and the project’s plan regarding wild and threatened fish.   
 
As a frequent visitor to La Grande, Oregon and the surrounding natural areas I am deeply concerned 
about the project’s effect on wild and threatened fish. It is absolutely critical to protect these habitats. 
 

Both of the proposed routes in Union County for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
project include a crossing of the Ladd Creek and/or its tributaries.   Ladd Creek flows approximately 
14 miles through the Wallowa Whitman National Forest and private land on the east side of the Blue 
Mountains, into the Ladd Marsh Wildlife area, connecting with Catherine Creek and the Grande 
Ronde, Snake, and Columbia Rivers.  
 

Historically, there were anadromous fish (steelhead and salmon returning from the ocean) in Ladd 
Creek.  ODFW has documented that steelhead and salmon used Ladd Creek for spawning.  
However, construction of Interstate 84 in the 1970’s stopped the passage of these fish above the 
interstate due to a vertical culvert being installed (see Power Point “Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project 
- ODOT FTP”). 
 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Mission is to protect and enhance Oregon’s fish and 
wildlife and their habitats for use and enjoyment by present and future generations. The department is 
the only state agency charged exclusively with protecting Oregon’s fish and wildlife resources. The 
state Wildlife Policy (ORS 496.012) and Food Fish Management Policy (ORS 506.109) are the 
primary statutes that govern management of fish and wildlife resources.   
 

The B2H Draft Proposed Order (page 9-10 of draft Fish Passage Plan in ASC Exhibit BB, Attachment 
BB-2), states that Ladd Creek and its tributaries contain only local fish (trout), but that status has 
changed due to major culvert work along and under the I-84 interstate in the last 4 years.  As a 
result, the information contained in the B2H Draft Proposed Order is incorrect and out of compliance 
with Oregon and Federal statutes. 
 

In 2015, ODOT completed a 2-year project to replace culverts that previously had blocked fish 
passage in the creek and at the I-84 crossing of Ladd Creek (see 



https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/csp/mediapool/sites/LaGrandeObserver/LocalState/story.csp?cid=
4108250&sid=824&fid=151). 
 

According to ODFW Fish biologist Tim Bailey, in the year after completion of the fish passage project 
(2016) a steelhead redd was documented above the culvert, upstream from the freeway.  
 

ODOT has continued this fish passage project in 2019 along with plans for freeway reconstruction 
and additional traffic lanes (see https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/odot-works-to-improve-
i-84-fish-passage-in-ladd-canyon/45648).  Construction has resulted in costs over 32 million dollars, 
and the list of agencies and individuals in support of this costly fish passage project include ODFW, 
Union County Board of Commissioners, The Grande Ronde Model Watershed, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Senator Jeff Merkley, Senator Ron Wyden, and the National Marine Fisheries Service  
(see https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-details.aspx?project=20381) and ([PPT] 
Ladd Creek Fish Passage Project - ODOT FTP). 
 

An entire watershed is protected when it is determined that it contains federally threatened or 
endangered fish species.  Idaho Power in its application and the B2H Draft Proposed Order have 
failed to incorporate information regarding identification of the habitat category or locations which will 
be impacted by the proposed B2H powerline development. Critical habitat is specifically identified in 
the federal law recording the listing of threatened species (ESA).  The current application and site 
certificate fails to include requirements that would assure that the state is complying with federal laws 
in providing habitat protection for listed species (salmon and steelhead).   
 

The B2H Draft Proposed Order contains the following outdated information: 
 

1. In Table 1. Road-Stream Crossing Ownership, Risk Summaries, Proposed Crossing Types, and 
Fish Passage Information Idaho Power names 5 waters in the Ladd Creek area (page 9-11 of 
draft Fish Passage Plan in ASC Exhibit BB, Attachment BB-2) with stream crossings.  The 
report states that the only fish in these waters are resident fish.  This information is now 
incorrect.  
 

2. The B2H Draft Proposed Order states that for all of Ladd Creek and its tributary streams that 
“No new ODFW fish plan anticipated.”  (page 9-11 of Attachment BB-2).  It cannot be 
overemphasized that this information is now incorrect.  
 

3. The alternative route Idaho Power has chosen will necessitate a 3a/3b (page 11 BB-2) design 
change for a bridge crossing on Ladd Creek if this route is chosen, this will trigger an ODFW fish 
passage plan to be implemented (OAR  17  412-0035) based on Oregon Administrative Rules 
(OAR) 635-412-0020.  Again, the B2H Draft Proposed Order information is now incorrect. 

 

Because of the change of status of the fish population in Ladd Creak, the B2H Draft Proposed Order 
is out of compliance with several Federal and State laws including: 
 

1. ORS 509.580 through 509.910: Fish Passage; Fishways; Screening Devices; Hatcheries Near 
Dams  

2. OAR 635-41-0005 through 635-412-0040: Fish Passage  
3. Oregon Forest Practice Administrative Rules and Forest Practices Act, OAR Chapter 629 

(ODF 2014)  
4. Forest Practices Technical Note Number 4, Fish Passage Guidelines for New and 

Replacement Structures (ODF 2002)  
5. Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Policy (OAR  635-415-0000), which states that :   

https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/csp/mediapool/sites/LaGrandeObserver/LocalState/story.csp?cid=4108250&sid=824&fid=151
https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/csp/mediapool/sites/LaGrandeObserver/LocalState/story.csp?cid=4108250&sid=824&fid=151
https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/odot-works-to-improve-i-84-fish-passage-in-ladd-canyon/45648
https://www.constructionequipmentguide.com/odot-works-to-improve-i-84-fish-passage-in-ladd-canyon/45648
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/projects/pages/project-details.aspx?project=20381


 
(a) The mitigation goal if impacts are unavoidable, is no net loss of either habitat quantity or 

quality and to provide a net benefit of habitat quantity or quality. 
 

(b) The Department shall act to achieve the mitigation goal for Category 2 habitat by 
recommending or requiring: 

(A) Avoidance of impacts through alternatives to the proposed development action; or 
(B) Mitigation of impacts, if unavoidable, through reliable in-kind, in-proximity habitat 

mitigation to achieve no net loss of either pre-development habitat quantity or 
quality. In addition, a net benefit of habitat quantity or quality must be provided. 
Progress towards achieving the mitigation goals and standards shall be reported 
on a schedule agreed to in the mitigation plan performance measures. The fish 
and wildlife mitigation measures shall be implemented and completed either prior 
to or concurrent with the development action. 

 

(c) If neither 635-415-0025(2)(b)(A) or (B) can be achieved, the Department 
shall recommend against or shall not authorize the proposed development action. 

 

In conclusion, the B2H Draft Proposed Order contains an improper evaluation of the potential 
short and long term negative impacts to the fish habitat in the Ladd Creek drainage, including 
surrounding creeks, given the fact that species listed as threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act are now returning to Ladd Creek, with their numbers expected to increase in 
upcoming months and years. 

Sincerely,  
 

 

Megan Keating  
5922 SE Holgate Blvd 

Portland, OR 97206 

MeganK495@gmail.com 

(508)-681-5921 
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 1  the road to visit, and even more park goers.  That road
 2  is steep, it's a 17-degree slope.  They don't even let
 3  you build those anymore.  Besides it being steep, it's
 4  narrow, windy, and in bad shape.  Except for a few days
 5  after its annual grading, which they just did, in case
 6  you want to drive up there, I imagine, the road is
 7  bumpy, rutted and loose with gravel.
 8            Earlier this year a car-sized section of the
 9  road slumped more than a foot, causing one-way traffic
10  for more than 3 weeks.  Last year a long section of
11  guardrail simply fell off the side of the road and
12  remained off for months.
13            The prolonged pounding of large tires on heavy
14  construction vehicles going up and down the road, that
15  application says it will cause only temporary and less
16  than significant impact.  That is just not true.  There
17  will be significant impact to the daily users and
18  significant and probably long-term impact to the
19  condition of the road.
20            And finally there is the future.  The
21  likelihood for this area to become a utility corridor.
22  Imagine a guy showing up on your front doorstep and just
23  moving in, uninvited, unwanted, parking in your
24  driveway, throwing stuff around your house, making noise
25  and dust, wrecking your view for months, and you get no
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 1  benefit.  There are no substations that benefit people
 2  in Union County or other nearby counties.  And when this
 3  guy finally moves out, he leaves a big swath through
 4  your landscape with a permanent buzz overhead.  And he
 5  says, Oh, by the way, there will probably be more of us
 6  coming.  Uninvited, unwanted, offering us no benefit.
 7            These are significant and permanent impacts.
 8  I object, especially knowing that this whole thing could
 9  have gone through uninhabited BLM land.
10            Thank you.  I will submit details.
11            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Following Mr. Dill,
12  we will hear from Brian Kelly.
13            MR. DWIGHT DILL: Dwight Dill, I live at 7077
14  Aquarius Way in La Grande.
15            You spoke a lot this evening about raising our
16  issues with sufficient specificity.  I will be
17  submitting written comments at a later date.  I will be
18  sufficiently specific.  I think my comments tonight are
19  probably more emotional.
20            I'd like speak to my concern regarding the
21  environmental and visual impact of the B2H towers since
22  they were proposed to be sited on the southern edge of
23  La Grande near Morgan Lake.  I have heard many
24  individuals refer to Union County as a "hidden gem" in
25  Oregon.  We have an incredibly beautiful valley with
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 1  scenic vistas of the mountains surrounding our valley.
 2  Many out-of-town visitors are drawn to Union County
 3  because of this scenic beauty.  Placement of these
 4  towers will certainly have an impact on this part of our
 5  tourism.
 6            I often take early morning walks and am in awe
 7  of the beauty that surrounds us, especially in my views
 8  to the southern end of the valley where I reside.  I
 9  have always considered myself fortunate to live in such
10  a spectacular area.  I am extremely concerned as to the
11  blight these towers will place upon our viewshed.
12            Currently, I look out and see a ridge line
13  topped with green trees that presents a spectacular
14  view.  This will forever be changed and irrevocably
15  harmed by the placement of these towers.  Please
16  consider the aesthetic needs and economic interests of
17  our beautiful valley and take the responsible action
18  against the siting of these towers in our valley.
19            Thank you for your time.
20            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
21            Following Mr. Kelly, we will hear from Anita
22  Metlen.
23            MR. BRIAN KELLY: Good evening.  I'm Brian
24  Kelly, B-r-i-a-n, K-e-l-l-y.  My address is PO Box 2768
25  in La Grande, Oregon 97850.
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 1            I am the restoration director with the Greater
 2  Hells Canyon Council.  We are a conservation
 3  organization based right here in La Grande.  We have
 4  been in existence for 52 years located in northeast
 5  Oregon.
 6            One reason I mentioned that we have been
 7  around for 52 years is we started to prevent dam
 8  building in Hells Canyon.  The reason I bring that up
 9  tonight is because when I read through the justification
10  for this power line, it's eerily reminiscent of the
11  justification to build the dams in Hells Canyon.  As you
12  may know, we have three existing dams in Hells Canyon,
13  but there was a proposal in the late '60s to construct
14  more dams that would block up the Salmon River coming
15  out of central Idaho and the Imnaha River coming out of
16  the heart of the Wallowa Mountains.
17            When they constructed the original dams, one
18  day in 1958, 4,000 salmon came to the construction site
19  and promptly died.  In my book, that constitutes crime
20  against nature.  And we, when I say "we," the people who
21  came before me, successfully prevented those dams from
22  being built and prevented a crime against nature.
23            We have learned a lot.  We have developed a
24  lot of technology in the last 52 years, and we can do
25  better than constructing this power line.  When I was
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Robert Kleng <rkleng@eou.edu>

Sent: Sunday, August 18, 2019 2:43 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: [Fortimail Spam Detected] please consider B2H alternatives

Please see attached: 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Microso ft 
Office 
prevented 
automatic  
download of 

this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet. b2h 

 
 
 
 
 



 August 15, 2019 

 

Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council  

c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst  

Oregon Department of Energy  

550 Capitol St. N.E  

Salem, OR 97301  

 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 

 

I live on SUnset Drive on the way to MOrgan Lake Road.   At least once a week for the past 40 

years, almost daily in the summer, I have walked the east side trail at Morgan Lake. I know the 

park well, and I especially cherish the absolute silence of this secluded natural area.  During the 

past 40 years, the tranquility of the park has not changed. 

 

I have studied DPO Attachment X-4, pp. 3/5 & 4/5. From my understanding of this attachment, 

every location in the Morgan Lake area which would be crossed by the B2H Morgan Lake 

Alternate Route was monitored with the same noise sensitive receptor (NSR) at milepost 11. 

The map below from Exhibit X, Attachment X-6 shows the skewed and poor modeling done for 

noise in Union County.  This single NSR would provide exactly -- and unrealistically -- the same 

reading for the Husky Truck Stop, where heavy freight trucks from adjacent I-84 stop for gas 

and park for the night with diesel engines rumbling, and Morgan Lake Park, several miles to the 

west at the top of a relatively isolated two lane county road.   

 

  

 

 

At Morgan Lake Park, the camp host closes the gate each night at 10:00 to ensure quiet.  

Visitors often comment on the tranquility of the park where a 5 mph speed limit is enforced to 

limit noise, no generators or shooting is allowed, and no motorized craft are permitted on the 

lake. Even when the campground is full, it’s possible to picnic, fish, hike or camp while enjoying 

the absolute silence of the surroundings.  The Morgan Lake Park Recreational and 

Development Plan even cautions against loud voices that might disturb park visitors: 

 

 2.  Breaching the public Peace.  No person in Morgan Lake Park shall engage in abusive, 

insulting … language or engage in any disorderly conduct or behavior tending to breach the 

public peace. Park visitors shalI conduct themselves in a quiet and peaceful manner consistent 

with the natural atmosphere in which the park is set. (25/33) 

 

I am profoundly concerned that the applicant has failed to include noise monitoring at Morgan 

Lake Park campground, a noise sensitive property within ½ mile of the development as required 

by OAR-340-035-0015(38).   Noise Sensitive Property is “property normally used for sleeping, 

or normally used as schools, churches, hospitals, or public libraries.” 



Morgan Lake Park, an overnight campground, is unquestionably a place where people expect to 

sleep, and furthermore, to sleep undisturbed.   Eight towers supporting buzzing, popping, 

snapping transmission lines will circle the campground; the closest being .32 and .38 miles; the 

furthest one mile.  I see no opportunity for mitigation in this case.   

Division 22 

GENERAL STANDARDS FOR SITING FACILITIES 

Energy Facility Siting Council - Chapter 345  

 

345-022-0100 

Recreation 

(1) Except for facilities described in section (2), to issue a site certificate, the Council must find 

that the design, construction and operation of a facility, taking into account mitigation, are not 

likely to result in a significant adverse impact to important recreational opportunities in the 

analysis area as described in the project order. The Council shall consider the following factors 

in judging the importance of a recreational opportunity: 

(a) Any special designation or management of the location: 

See the Morgan Lake Recreational Use and Development Plan (above), and ASC p. 145 (T-4-

46):  Baseline condition: “… A goal of minimal development of Morgan 

Lake Park should be maintained to preserve the maximum natural setting and to encourage 

solitude, isolation, and limited visbility of users.”  

 

(b) The degree of demand: 

From the City of La Grande’s current web site:  Morgan Lake:  Atop a mountain just a few 

minutes' driving time from the heart of the city, Morgan Lake offers a quiet, motor-free respite 

from daily cares, with camping, fishing and hiking opportunities. … Morgan Lake is located just 

a few miles outside of La Grande and provides the citizens of Union County an inexpensive, 

easily accessible area for a broad range of outdoor recreational activities, including fishing, 

camping and nature hikes. 

City records show that in summer, an average of 200 vehicles use the Morgan Lake Road daily.  

Camping has become so popular that new campsites were added in 2017 (now total of 12) and 

the overnight limit decreased from 7 nights to 3 nights.   Campers are often turned away. 

 

  

(c) Outstanding or unusual qualities: 

 c) A free 204 acre park with two natural lakes, located at the top of the hills within a 10-

15 minute drive of 13,000 city residents is definitely unusual. Because it is often 10 degrees 

cooler than the town below, it is a welcome respite from summer heat. 

 

(d) Availability or rareness: 

 See (c) above, and “Morgan Lake Park is an important opportunity primarily because of 

its unique designation status as a city park, rareness, and special qualities” per OAR 345-021-

0010(1)(t)(A) Attachment T-3, Table T-3-1 (p. T-13). 

 

(e) Irreplaceability or irretrievability of the opportunity. 



 Applicant rates Morgan Lake Park as “somewhat irreplaceable,” a curious designation.   

“Irreplaceable” is an absolute:  synonyms are “unique, unrepeatable, incomparable, 

unparalleled, priceless, invaluable.”  Irreplaceability, like pregnancy, is either/or, not 

“somewhat.”  There is no question that Morgan Lake Park is irreplaceable. 

 

Despite all of the information listed above which clearly indicates that Morgan Lake Park is an 

“important recreational opportunity,” applicant’s conclusion is that the “impact on recreation” of 

multiple towers supporting buzzing, popping, snapping transmission lines, some within .3 miles 

of Morgan Lake Park’s overnight camping area, will be “less than significant.”  Commission 

should not allow applicant to leap to spurious self-serving conclusions when the preponderance 

of evidence indicates the contrary.   

 

When organized La Grande opposition made applicant’s proposed Mill Creek Route seem 

untenable, applicant offered the city of La Grande $100,000 mitigation if they would support the 

Morgan Lake Alternate Route.   At a La Grande City Council meeting, the Park Department 

Director, Stu Spence, was asked what he could use that money for.  He could only suggest 

“perhaps an additional restroom or more porta potties.”  Clearly this is a park that does not need 

mitigation for development, quite the contrary.  It should be protected from intrusions.  

Development, as the park plan indicates, should be minimal.   

 

Mitigation for an industrial intrusion into the silence of a natural park setting is not possible.  To 

preserve this rare and beautiful natural recreational opportunity, it is essential that EFSC deny 

approval of B2H construction on the Morgan Lake Alternate Route.  This alternate route was 

proposed in case the Mill Creek Route, which poses many serious potential problems as well – 

including geologic and fire hazards, unacceptable impacts on local residences, the Oregon Trail, 

and natural resources among many others – was not approved.   

 

The Commission should not be constrained by the false choice of applicant’s chosen routes.  In 

the unlikely event that the B2H is needed, the BLM Environmentally Preferred Route would 

avoid virtually all of the impacts of the Mill Creek and Morgan Lake routes.   

 

I urge the Commission to deny both of applicant’s routes until, at a minimum, there is a 

Supplementary Environmental Impact Study (SEIS) of applicant’s proposed routes. 

  

 

¬¬________________________________________ 

Robert Kleng 

 

304 Sunset Drive  

La Grande OR 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 3:14 PM

To: 'Midge.A.Kline@andeavor.com'

Subject: RE: Boardman to Hemingway Public Hearings

Hello Midge, 
 
The notice is for comments on the draft proposed order (DPO) and application for site certificate for the 
facility proposed by Idaho Power. The public hearings were an opportunity for members of the public and 
other agencies to provide testimony to Energy Facility Siting Council members. However, the comment period 
on the DPO is still open for the Department to receive written comments on the record for the proposed 
facility.  
 
Written comments may be submitted prior to August 22, 2019 at 5 p.m. by hand‐delivery, email, mail, or fax 
to the hearing officer, in care of: 
 
Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol St N.E. 
Salem, OR 97301 
Fax: 503‐378‐6457 
B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 
 
Hope this helps, 
 
Kellen 
 

 

Kellen Tardaewether 
Senior Siting Analyst 
550 Capitol St. NE Salem, OR 97301 
P: 503‐373‐0214 
C: 503‐586‐6651 
P (In Oregon): 800‐221‐8035 

 

 

From: Kline, Midge <Midge.A.Kline@andeavor.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 1:45 PM 
To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE <B2H.DPOComments@oregon.gov> 
Subject: Boardman to Hemingway Public Hearings 

 
Mr. Tardaewether, 



2

Andeavor operate a petroleum pipeline system that begins at our refinery in Salt Lake City, Utah runs through 
Idaho, Oregon and end ends in Spokane, WA. We received notice about the upcoming public hearing for the 
Draft Proposed Order for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project. It appears there will be 
areas that the project will cross over the pipeline and/or the pipeline right of way.  Of course we would like to 
review and provide comments on the design and construction phases of the project to ensure optimal safety 
of the pipeline.   However, if I understand correctly, this round of public hearings is not for that 
purpose.  Please verify.   
 
Thank you‐‐ 
 

Midge Kline,  SR/WA, R/W-NAC 

Adv Right-of-Way Specialist  
 

 
Northwest Products System  
201 N. Phillippi Street 
Boise, Idaho  83706 
O: 208-373-2141  C: 208-869-9429 
Midge.A.Kline@andeavor.com  
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Dave Komlosi <djkomlosi@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 4:37 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: B2H Comment

Attachments: Komlosi_Comment_2019.docx

Find attachment 



August 22, 2019 

Energy Facilities Siting Council 

c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 

Oregon Department of Energy 

B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 

 

Subject: Idaho Power Amended Application for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project 

dated 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order dated 5/22/2019  

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council; 

My comments concern Idaho Power’s faulty and illegal “Noxious Weed Plan” (DPO Attachment P 1-5) as 

well as their failure to take into account in any way, the Oregon Conservation Strategy.  

The Oregon Conservation Strategy http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/overview/ “represents 
Oregon’s first overarching state strategy for conserving fish and wildlife. It uses the best available science 
to create a broad vision and conceptual framework for long-term conservation of Oregon’s native fish 
and wildlife, as well as various invertebrates, plants, and algae.  The Conservation Strategy emphasizes 
proactively conserving declining species and habitats to reduce the possibility of future federal or state 
listings. It is not a regulatory document but instead presents issues, opportunities, and recommended 
voluntary actions that will improve the efficiency and effectiveness of conservation in Oregon.” 

Under the Oregon Conservation Strategy, IPC’s B2H project is a Key Conservation Issue: “(KCIs) are large-
scale conservation issues or threats that affect or potentially affect many species and habitats over large 
landscapes throughout the state.” 

Despite being a Key Conservation Issue, the Oregon Conservation Strategy and its Goals, are not 
mentioned in IPC’s Application at all!  Consider Land Use Planning Goal 1: Manage land use changes to 
conserve farm, forest, and range lands, open spaces, natural or scenic recreation areas, and fish and wildlife 
habitats. Neither the current Proposed Route nor Morgan Lake Alternative of IPC’s Application to EFSC takes 
these into account!  Even if we ignore the fact that the B2H Project likely is not needed at all, given lowered 
demand and improved technology of energy storage batteries—IPC intends to disregard the “Proposed 
Route” considered in the BLM/USFS Records of Decision.  That “Proposed Route” was chosen by the agencies 
as being the least harmful to the greatest list of resources—yet IPC has abandoned that in favor of two other 
routes imminently MORE harmful and despised by MOST residents of Union County.  Is Goal 1 being met 
when the B2H line goes less than 100 feet from Twin Lake, a gem of a wetland that deserves protection?  Is 
Goal 1 being met when B2H goes through Rice Glass Hill property, proposed as a State Natural Area?  Is Goal 1 
being met when noxious weeds are spread by B2H through Union County’s finest wet meadows and elk 
wintering habitat?   
 
Another very obvious lack is IPC’s failure to discuss Strategy Habitats, outlined in Oregon’s Conservation 
Strategy: http://oregonconservationstrategy.org/strategy-habitats/strategy-habitats-summary-by-
ecoregion/. 
In Union County alone, the Strategy Habitats of Grasslands, Late Successional Mixed Conifer Forest, and 
Ponderosa Pine Woodlands would very obviously be impacted by B2H as proposed in the Application. 
 



The Application also neglects to address Strategy Species under OCS “The Conservation Strategy 
identifies 294 Strategy Species, which are Oregon’s “Species of Greatest Conservation Need”. Strategy 
Species are defined as having small or declining populations, are at-risk, and/or are of management 
concern. “This is completely unacceptable!  How can an action set to devastate so many of Northeast 
Oregon’s Strategy Habitats and Species not even respond to our State Conservation Strategy? 

Moving on to invasives, IPC’s “Noxious Weed Plan” is greatly lacking.  As noted above, it is a threat 
to Oregon’s native plant communities.  Oregon’s Conservation Strategy states “Invasive non-
native species can have many negative consequences throughout Oregon. Depending on the species and 
location, invasive plants can: 
 

 affect food chain dynamics 

 change habitat composition 

 increase wildfire risk 

 reduce productivity of commercial forestlands, farmlands, and rangelands 

 modify soil chemistry 

 accelerate soil erosion 

 reduce water quality” 

Chapter 569 of Oregon law covers weeds.  Oregon statute 569.180 (Noxious weeds as public nuisance 
policy) states, “In recognition of the imminent and continuous threat to natural resources…noxious 
weeds are declared to be a public nuisance and shall be detected, controlled and, where feasible, 
eradicated on all lands in this state.”  

Upon careful reading, “Noxious Weed Plan” breaks the law by exempting IPC from weed control after 5 
years, denying responsibility for Class B and C Weed species (the vast majority of weeds), and holding 
IPC accountable for only the very limited area of ROW, despite the B2H project introducing and 
spreading weeds far and wide along a 300 mile stretch plus dozens of additional access roads and 
tensioning areas. 
  
In summary, IPC’s Application does not take into account the Oregon Conservation Strategy.  The 
Application clearly is breaks Goal 1 of the Strategy in many ways and does not consider Strategy Habitats 
or Strategy Species.  IPC’s Noxious Weed Plan does not comply with Chapter 569 of Oregon law.  I 
strongly urge you to deny IPC’s Application.  Our State Conservation Strategy and Goals and the integrity 
of our native plant habitats and rare plant occurrences cannot be sacrificed!  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Dave Komlosi 
906 Penn Ave 
La Grande OR 97850 
djkomlosi@gmail.com 
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 1            You have heard many in eastern Oregon counties
 2  speak to this personally what the effects would be on
 3  them.  For example, a tower being built where a house
 4  currently stands.  I grew up on a farm in the Red River
 5  Valley of Minnesota, flatland with rich soil.  In the
 6  late '60s I had moved away by then.  The freeway began
 7  to be built in the area.  It cut through my parents'
 8  half section, leaving a 40-acre triangle on one side of
 9  the freeway and the majority of acres in a triangle on
10  the other.
11            This ultimately resulted in a 4-mile drive
12  each way, often with farm equipment to get to the
13  smaller acreage, thus adding more time and cost, as well
14  as inconvenience of farming this smaller section.  The
15  same applied to farming triangles; more costs, more
16  time, being much less efficient than farming a
17  rectangle.
18            In Minnesota we get rain; and, therefore, we
19  have deep and wide ditches.  The freeway construction
20  screwed up the drainage system which wasn't fixed until
21  1996, when my mother had to pay $90 an acre to have it
22  done.  There was no governmental compensation for any of
23  these added expenses which exist still today.
24            From the time my parents knew their land was
25  going to be taken, until many years later, my mother was
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 1  upset and often angry about it.  And this, of course,
 2  affected those around her.  The inconvenience, the extra
 3  costs, the constant noise, the pollution caused by the
 4  diesel vehicles all contributed to this.
 5            When Mom moved to town, my nephew moved to the
 6  farm, and although he planted even more rows of trees
 7  than what already existed in an attempt to block the
 8  freeway noise, it bothered him and he eventually moved.
 9            Yesterday I asked a local counselor if she was
10  seeing more people who were depressed or angry due to
11  this proposed B2H line.  She said, Yes, whenever there
12  were additional stresses that caused people to feel
13  helpless, her business increased.  It wasn't something
14  she wanted.
15            Our property is adjacent to the freeway near
16  Ladd Canyon.  We look out on the foothills.  I drive
17  Foothill home whenever possible.  The beauty relaxes me
18  and is a type of medication.  Should the power line be
19  constructed along there, and especially along the
20  Miracle Mile, the scenic value would be ruined.
21            These costs, emotional, personal hurt,
22  stress-related health issues, inconveniences, extra
23  work, immediate and ongoing expenses, as well as
24  long-term effects we can't yet know add up.  They take a
25  toll on us, the citizens.  Idaho Power will not be
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 1  compensating for these costs, many of which cannot be
 2  paid for with money.
 3            Most landowners would also not have the
 4  resources to sue for damages; farming and ranching,
 5  usually not being lucrative operations.
 6            I have heard the Grande Ronde Valley is the
 7  largest circular valley in the US.  Please help us keep
 8  its natural beauty and not discard it with the ugly
 9  monstrosities Idaho Power wants to erect in this very
10  scenic area.  There are other options if indeed this
11  line has to be built at all.
12            There are strong reasons for building
13  microgrids or none at all, but that is a different
14  chapter.
15            With all the testimonies you have heard, you
16  must have a strong sense of the devastating impact this
17  power line would have on the natural lands and all the
18  critters, including humans, who would be affected should
19  it be built as Idaho Power wishes.
20            I conclude with these questions:  Does Idaho
21  Power have the right to determine the negative impacts
22  on our environment and our personal lives?  Do we the
23  people not matter?  Please hear us.
24            And I also request that the deadline be
25  extended because summer is a very busy time for many
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 1  people along this route.  Thank you.
 2            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
 3            I have received an additional comment request
 4  So we'll hear from Fuji Kreider.
 5            MS. FUJI KREIDER: Good evening.  Fuji
 6  Kreider, 60366 Marvin Road, La Grande.
 7            I really did not plan on continue speaking
 8  tonight, but I didn't realize that you might be actually
 9  contemplating extending the comment period.  So I
10  thought, I have to talk about this.
11            Margaret mentions the stress and all that is
12  going on.  It's been very intense.  It isn't just within
13  our group and these hearings of late, it's been going on
14  for quite some time.  But I wanted to focus on the
15  media, which is since last week you all heard everyone
16  speaking very passionately about what's going on.  The
17  phone, emails, everything has been nonstop, over the
18  top.  People are so confused about where even to find
19  the table of contents, how to navigate the draft
20  proposed order, the application, et cetera.
21            Back when you had the informational meetings
22  last November, I asked Kellen and the staff that were
23  there, How long will it be for the comment period?
24  Kellen said, How long do you need?  I said, We need at
25  last 6 months.  You guys have had way longer than that.

Min-U-Script® M & M Court Reporting Service
(208)345-9611(ph)  (800)234-9611  (208)-345-8800(fax)
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 1  And we are just citizens, we don't have a staff,
 2  et cetera.
 3            Everybody kind of chuckled, and then it was
 4  more like, Well, we have to give you at least 30 days,
 5  but probably 45, maybe even 60 if we are lucky.  So we
 6  got lucky and got 60 days.  I'm telling you it's not
 7  enough.  We are really finding it difficult to navigate
 8  not just the application and the DPO and your standards
 9  and that crosswalk between those, but then also you have
10  errata sheets, you have attachments, attachments that
11  don't have page numbers.  It goes on and on.
12            And it's really kind of crazy making.  So I
13  would encourage you tonight, this is my main message, to
14  extend the comment period, if possible.
15            Like I said, we originally asked for 6 months
16  initially.  We'll take whatever we can get.  Irene just
17  proposed another 6 months -- I mean another month, 30
18  days.  That at a minimum, that would be fantastic.  But
19  even if you could take it to the fall, would be great
20  because of all the farmers and the people that all
21  summer are having difficulty engaging with this.
22            And then my second request, it's kind of
23  related to time frame, but it comes after the fact, and
24  that is that I understand after the comment period is
25  over, then the staff will go through comments and give
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 1  you guys, EFSC Council, a summary.  I'm not sure what
 2  those things are called.  And you would use something
 3  like that at a Council meeting.
 4            And my request is that you have that Council
 5  meeting back over here on the east side.  As a matter of
 6  fact, would be best to put it in La Grande.  One,
 7  because you can tell by the attendance you are getting
 8  at these other meetings that that is where you have the
 9  most passion, the people do.  Not you, but the people
10  do.  But even moreover, it's halfway.  So it's 2 hours
11  from La Grande to Boardman, 2 hours from La Grande to
12  Ontario.  It's right in the middle of these five
13  counties.  And I really encourage you to consider having
14  that public meeting right where the heart of this is.
15            So that is all I have to say for tonight.  You
16  know you'll get my written comments eventually in
17  writing with the appropriate standards and specificity.
18  Thank you.
19            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you,
20  Ms. Kreider.
21            It looks like I have some additional comment
22  cards coming.
23            Let's hear from Virginia Mammen.
24            MS. VIRGINIA MAMMEN: I'm Virginia Mammen.  I
25  live at 405 Balsa, La Grande, Oregon.
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 1            I also had not planned to speak tonight, but I
 2  think there is one thing that hasn't been brought up
 3  that I would like to bring up, and that is a
 4  neighborhood.  And that is my neighborhood that is being
 5  considered as using the route for the staging and for
 6  the transportation of equipment to the site that they
 7  are planning to use.
 8            This is a loop that goes from a main artery up
 9  around the hill.  It's strictly a residential area.
10  It's a narrow, rather steep road on both sides of the
11  loop, and at either end there is a short stub that would
12  take them either to -- at the bottom -- either to the
13  main artery or up to the site, which the stub on that
14  one right now is just a gravel road.  I also live about
15  a block from the hospital.
16            Our neighborhood is a quiet neighborhood, and
17  I'm concerned about the beauty and I'm concerned about
18  all of the wild animals that we have in our yard, we do
19  live in the city, and the effect that it would have on
20  them.  But I'm also very concerned about the people in
21  our neighborhood.
22            And here again, it's been mentioned, a lot of
23  people are just overwhelmed.  Either they really don't
24  understand what is going to happen and they think
25  somebody else is going to take care of it, or they don't
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 1  have any idea how to read and meet all of the standards
 2  that are required for writing.  But they are concerned.
 3            And our loop, as I say, it has about 40 houses
 4  on it.  There are a lot of children.  There are no
 5  sidewalks.  It's just a quiet neighborhood.  We all know
 6  each other.  We look out for each other.  There are
 7  several blind curves the children go up and down the
 8  road to go to school.  They walk their dogs.  A lot of
 9  people walk the hill because it's a good exercise area.
10            So having large trucks -- and we understand
11  from one of the landowners that was contacted -- we were
12  not contacted, and yet we are very, very close to the
13  site entrance.  He was contacted and told there might be
14  upwards to 150 or more trucks a day that might be coming
15  up that hill during the beginning and during the process
16  time.
17            We don't have very many cars on our street.
18  It's just the houses that are there that are using it.
19  And even 25 big trucks would make a big difference.  But
20  if you go even -- in fact, having a moving van or a
21  truck for even one day causes some restriction of the
22  use of it because it makes it very definitely a one-way
23  kind of a -- you can't have a two-way street, you can't
24  pass very easily.
25            We have noticed, just my husband and I, we
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 1  were coming along the main artery today that comes past
 2  the hospital and then comes to the entrance to our loop,
 3  and we were turning onto the main artery from another
 4  street, and a very, very large dump truck was wanting to
 5  turn onto the street we were turning off of.  We had to
 6  really get out of the way and move and go a different
 7  direction so that truck could get to where it wanted to
 8  go.
 9            Then as we turned onto our street -- and I've
10  noticed this quite often.  Turning onto it, you take up
11  a good part of the street to get around the corner, and
12  then you go a short distance and do the same thing
13  around another corner.  And those are rather blind
14  corners that you are going around.  Having dump trucks
15  going on the streets that are meant for just local
16  traffic is not going to be at all pleasant for any of
17  us.
18            And so the other business -- also knowing that
19  it's not going to be good for the hospital.  We have a
20  helicopter that comes into our hospital, and it comes in
21  at various times.  We are all pretty used to that,
22  except it does make a lot of noise and it does bother
23  some people more than others.  If they are going to be
24  transporting by helicopter over our houses, this is
25  going to be just dreadful.  We don't know really what's
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 1  going to happen.  A lot of people say, Oh, they won't do
 2  that.  I'm at a point where I don't trust anybody unless
 3  I see it in writing they won't do certain things.
 4            And so this is why I wanted to speak to you.
 5  I know this is not meeting your standards, but there are
 6  some things that don't have a written standard.  It's
 7  just common decency and not being bullied by somebody
 8  who wants to have something that you have and they take
 9  it away from you, and that is our peace and quiet.
10  Thank you.
11            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
12            All right.  Let me circle back.  Is there
13  anybody on the phone that wants to give comment?  Is
14  there anybody on the phone that would like to give
15  comment?
16            Hearing none, I am thinking that we'll take a
17  break.  We'll take about 15 minutes or so, and then
18  we'll reconvene so that Council can consider the
19  request.  And in the meantime if there is anybody who
20  hasn't filled out a comment card that wants to give a
21  comment, please do so on the break, and when we come
22  back and reconvene, we'll give you the opportunity to
23  comment.
24            It is 5:49 now, and let's plan on coming back
25  about 5 after 6:00.
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 1            (Recess taken.)
 2            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Let's reconvene,
 3  it's 6 minutes after 6:00.  The first order of business
 4  is just to confirm that Council Member Mary Winters --
 5  is she still on the line?
 6            COUNCILLOR WINTERS: Yes, I'm still on the
 7  line.
 8            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: All right.  Great.
 9  I think you'll want to participate in the decision that
10  Council has before it, the request Council has before
11  it.
12            Before we get to that though, does the Council
13  have any questions for the applicant tonight?
14            MS. TARDAEWETHER: It looks like we have
15  another comment.
16            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: I have received one
17  more comment card.  So before you answer that question
18  and the other question that was presented to you
19  earlier, let's hear from Cynthia Harvey.
20            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: Hello.  My name is
21  Cynthia Harvey.  My residence address is 77647 North
22  Loop Road, Stanfield, Oregon.
23            In March of this year we purchased 1100 acres
24  up in the Meacham area of timberland.  As of today we
25  have never received notice from the State of Oregon or
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 1  Idaho Power about this project.  We have gone online,
 2  and according to the map, they want to put five towers
 3  on us.  So we would be impacted greatly.  It would take
 4  all our stands of timber, all our best water resources,
 5  and basically just destroy our property.
 6            So I am concerned that we have never received
 7  any kind of notice.  So I want that stated in the
 8  record.
 9            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: When did you
10  purchase the property?
11            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: March.
12            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Of 2019?
13            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: This year.
14            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Any other things you

15  wanted to bring up tonight, any other issues?
16            MS. CYNTHIA HARVEY: Well, we have a lot of
17  issues, but I think the main one is the lack of
18  notification.
19            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
20            Is there anybody else, any public comment?
21  Going once, going twice, for now.
22            Council, questions we have for the applicant?
23            VICE CHAIRMAN JENKINS: I do.
24            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Let's bring up
25  Mr. Stokes then.
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 1  between here and La Grande?  What do you think that's
 2  going to look like out in that cow pasture?  Are the
 3  cows going to be happy?  No.  They aren't happy now when
 4  it gets hot or it snows.  I'm not happy when it gets hot
 5  and it snows.  There's a lot that needs to be said and
 6  done here.
 7            Now, Idaho could rectify this by putting in a
 8  natural gas plant.  It's expensive but they're close to
 9  Wyoming, and there's lots of natural gas there.  And
10  Wyoming is not that pretty of a state.  I've been there
11  many times, I used to drive long haul from Boise to
12  Chicago twice a week.  Lots of open area from Blackfoot
13  to Sinclair.  They have the big towers, they have the
14  natural gas.  There's a natural gas pipeline that runs
15  to the West Coast.  Put it in, extend it.
16            Don't put the towers through this valley
17  because we're going to stop you.  And I like to talk a
18  lot.  I have nothing to lose.  Shoot, I've been camping
19  for a day and look at this, I still look good.
20            So come on, really, we need to think about
21  this.  We need to get together, inform the people,
22  there's got to be a solution.  I know this needs to
23  happen.  We need to get eastern Oregon bigger, we need
24  to help Idaho.  I get that.  But we cannot do it running
25  down 84 where everyone sees.  We cannot do that.
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 1  There's a big mountain up there, I know there's a
 2  airstrip because I fly.  Put it up there.  Go over the
 3  mountain.  It's going to cost more.
 4            But even though you're not going to start
 5  building until 2023 when most of us will be gone or in a
 6  home or not able to remember this meeting, it's going to
 7  make a difference on the kids, and the kids that are
 8  going to come and visit you in that retirement center.
 9  Not in Salem, not in Washington, DC.  But every rancher,
10  and I heard somebody saying, Oh, we're not going to get
11  the promises.  You know, it's politics.  Forget about
12  the promises, we all know how that worked out.  So
13  that's off the board.
14            We're all going to get together, we're going
15  to be informed and we're not going to go on Facebook and
16  push "like" any more.  We're going to get people to
17  these meetings.  The '60s were great.  We need to go
18  there.
19            Thank you.
20            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
21            MS. FUJI KREIDER: I'm Fuji Kreider, 60366
22  Marvin Road, La Grande.  That's all you need; right?
23            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Yes.  If you would
24  spell your last name.
25            MS. FUJI KREIDER: K-r-e-i-d-e-r.
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 1            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
 2            MS. FUJI KREIDER: I was not planning on
 3  speaking tonight but a couple things came up that I've
 4  been hearing about and I just want to make a couple
 5  comments.  It won't even take the whole time I don't
 6  think.
 7            I am with the Stop B2H Coalition.  I'm a board
 8  member.  We are not a NIMBY organization; we are
 9  activists fighting the line entirely.  I'm not talking
10  about moving the line; we do not want the line.
11            However, you will hear, as you heard tonight
12  and you'll hear all along the way, and all the public
13  comments will be directed towards your standards and
14  about the siting of the line, all the impacts that
15  you've heard tonight and more, so I won't get into that.
16            What I do want to just say is I related to the
17  cost and some of the issues that I've heard tonight
18  mentioned.  Things are changing for Idaho Power.
19  Technology is changing radically and the costs are also
20  changing.  I started in the 2015 OPUC docket.  Since
21  that time I've attended every Idaho Power Integrated
22  Resource Planning meeting in Boise.  I go every month;
23  anywhere from two to five of us attend those meetings
24  every month.  We went through eight meetings and a
25  workshop in the 2017 IRP and the PUC docket.  We've been
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 1  to every meeting in the 2019 IRP.  The docket will be
 2  opened in the summer when OPC opens it up.
 3            Much of what I -- well, generally a lot of
 4  what I talk about with cost I will be referring to the
 5  PUC on to protect the ratepayers.  But I do want you to
 6  know that this B2H line is not the only option.  It is
 7  not the only option for Idaho Power.  And the options
 8  keep changing.  As technology keeps changing, they have
 9  more and more options.
10            Also, the cost of things are going down.  So
11  back in the 2017 IRP days, when we insisted put
12  batteries, put stored, put some alternative technologies
13  into your Integrated Resource Plan, it was like, Oh, no,
14  no, no, that's too far out.  Ten, 20 years from now I'll
15  say, Well, it seems like it's coming awfully sooner than
16  that.  Talk to the Idaho Power executives and stuff that
17  are in the room, Oh, I agree with you, Fuji, yes,
18  distributed generation and distribution is the way of
19  the future, but that's still 20 years out.
20            Well, next round IRP 2 years later, we're a
21  year and a half later, solar and batteries are in their
22  Integrated Resource Plan.  They just signed on with
23  Jackpot Holdings, the cheapest solar in the country.
24  Things keep changing.
25            Now, when you hear tonight a number of things
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 1  that people have talked about, the federal corridor, the
 2  central Oregon road, go to the federal corridor.  Why
 3  don't you go that way, that's what Baker County has been
 4  saying from the beginning.  Idaho Power, No, that's a
 5  hundred miles out of the way.  That will cost too much.
 6            Burying the line.  Oh, can't bury the line, it
 7  might cost as much as Chino Hills that went under an
 8  interstate and shopping mall and a whole -- I mean,
 9  okay, that's what they wanted to use.
10            Substations, dropping off some pops along the
11  way, some substations, the cost of that.  All these
12  costs, why are they saying it's too expensive or we
13  can't do it?  I'll tell you why.  Because that changes
14  the cost of the B2H portfolio.
15            In the 2019 round, there were 24 portfolios to
16  beat Idaho Power's need.  We won't even get into all
17  that stuff yet, we'll maybe talk about that tomorrow in
18  La Grande.  But to meet their need now, this go-round in
19  2019, we listened to and they created in their computer
20  modeling 24 portfolios; 12 with B2H, 12 without B2H.
21  B2H portfolio is the cheapest portfolio.
22            If you added one of those things, the federal
23  corridor, the burying the line or some substations, B2H
24  is no longer the least-cost portfolio in Idaho Power's
25  toolbox.
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 1            So we're not going to go away.  We'll take
 2  this to the PUCs in both states.  We keep on, we keep
 3  going.  You'll hear more tomorrow, and all of our stuff
 4  will be in writing of course by the deadline.
 5            Thank you.
 6            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
 7            Is there a last call for anybody to give
 8  comment before we have Mr. Stokes up?  Is there anybody
 9  on the phone that's listening in that would like to give
10  comment?  Okay.  Hearing none, we'll hear from
11  Mr. Stokes.
12            MR. MARK STOKES: Good evening.  My name is
13  Mark Stokes.  Address is 1221 West Idaho Street, Boise,
14  Idaho 83702.  I'm an engineering project leader for
15  Idaho Power, and the project leader for the Boardman to
16  Hemingway project.
17            Here tonight, I was not going to make any
18  specific comments on everything that's been said this
19  evening but I did want to avail myself to answer any
20  questions that Council members may have.
21            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Any questions,
22  Council, for Mr. Stokes?
23            CHAIRMAN BEYELER: No.
24            VICE CHAIRMAN JENKINS: I do have a question
25  for Mark.
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 1            Mark, one of the issues that has been raised
 2  is invasive weed spread and whether or not Idaho Power
 3  is going to be submitting an invasive weed management
 4  plan.  I believe that was referred to in the
 5  application.  Can you talk a little bit about that.
 6            MR. MARK STOKES: Yes, certainly, Vice
 7  Chairman.
 8            There's a lot of plans like the noxious weed
 9  plan that were, we call them frameworks at this point,
10  that were developed as a part of the NEPA process,
11  working through that with BLM.  And the intent all along
12  has been that when we get to the point where we have
13  more certainty on the route and other things associated
14  with the line, that we would then go back and flesh out
15  those plans, put all the details in.  And it would be at
16  that point that we would expect to work through each of
17  the counties to make sure that the specific plans met
18  their needs.
19            So it's certainly in our plan to go out and do
20  that.  And that will all happen here roughly a year and
21  a half, 2 years when we develop what's called the
22  construction POD, or plan of development, which is a
23  pretty sizable document that will include all of those
24  other plans.  There will be things in there that address
25  section 106, cultural issues, fire prevention and
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 1  protection plans.  There's a lot of them.  We can go
 2  back and look at the list if we need to.  But we
 3  certainly do plan on addressing those.
 4            VICE CHAIRMAN JENKINS: Thank you.
 5            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Any other questions?

 6  Thank you.
 7            What is going to happen on our end now is we,
 8  those of us, the Council members and the DOE people and
 9  me, we will be here until 8:00 or close to 8:00 in case
10  there's anybody that comes in that wants to provide
11  public testimony.  But for now, it's 6:38 and we'll
12  recess and we will reconvene if somebody does join us
13  and want to give testimony.
14            So thank you everybody.
15            (Hearing recessed at 6:38 p.m.)
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
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 1  a right, it's going to go east.
 2            Now I hear that all these data centers who
 3  were all in, all of us are in there, isn't that
 4  pleasant?  And may I say, the planning commission, the
 5  Port of Morrow, they are going to regret the day that
 6  they let these data centers come here.  Some day they're
 7  going to use all the water and all the power.  And right
 8  now there's no power to run the rest of them.  I guess
 9  there's two or three built.  I don't know, I don't care.
10  And there's probably five more to go.
11            What is going on?  Who allows this fiasco in
12  our backyard?  So is the Idaho Power line going to feed
13  these?  I don't know.  I don't have the answers.  Nobody
14  is willing to say anything.  And you think, you think
15  that your elected officials are going to help us out
16  here.  They wouldn't allow this to happen to us, have
17  somebody ruin our farms.
18            Then you find out, I read about Greg Smith the
19  other day, being the big buddy of the people of the Port
20  of Morrow.  It's almost like he runs his own Clinton
21  Foundation.  It's mind-boggling and unbelievable to me,
22  but he's obviously not going to help us out.
23            So I have nowhere to go.  Nowhere.  Nobody is
24  willing to listen.  But all I know is Mark Stokes,
25  project guy, engineer, project leader, you're not coming
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 1  through my farm.  I won't allow it.  Jeff Maffuccio, who
 2  I have talked to I don't know how many times before,
 3  facilities siting coordinator, you're not coming
 4  through.  I will not allow it.
 5            And can you imagine 300 miles of pissed-off
 6  people when this gets rolling, and I will hope that
 7  there will be civil disobedience with this fiasco, that
 8  will not allow it to be built.  I pray every night and
 9  all day that this line is not built.  It has stolen my
10  joy.  This goes on every day, the stress, the thought of
11  it.
12            It's like a bank foreclosure.  You're waiting
13  on a bank foreclosure that goes on for 15 years.  It has
14  stolen my joy.  I'm not happy about it.  I'm very angry.
15  And I will not allow it to be built on my farm, to ruin
16  my ranch, my family's ranch.  It will not happen.  I
17  won't allow it.
18            Thank you.  And, no matter what happens, we
19  all have to look in the mirror every morning.  Please do
20  not let this happen.  Please do not vote and let this
21  happen.  Thank you.
22            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
23            We have one more comment card.  I don't know
24  if Council is going to have questions for -- we have two
25  more comment cards.  And I don't know if Council is
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 1  going to have questions for Idaho Power tonight.  No?
 2            Why don't we take a break now and we'll
 3  reconvene in about 15 minutes, then we'll hear from the
 4  last two.  Give people an opportunity to, if there's
 5  anybody here that hasn't filled out a comment card that
 6  wants to do so, please do so during the break.
 7            We'll reconvene about 6:40.
 8            (Recess taken.)
 9            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: It is 6:44.  We are
10  back on.
11            My understanding is that we have somebody that
12  has joined us on the phone that would like to give
13  public comment as well.  If you're out there, would you
14  please make yourself known.
15            Well, I will come back around to triple check
16  in a minute.
17            But here in person to give testimony tonight
18  is, coming up next is Fuji Kreider.
19            MS. FUJI KREIDER: Good evening.  Fuji
20  Kreider, 60366 Marvin Road, La Grande, Oregon.  Thanks,
21  and thanks for hearing from me again.
22            First off, I want to thank you all sincerely,
23  all of you, Council and the staff, for the action that
24  you took last evening.  That was to extend to the
25  comment period another 30 days to August.
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 1            And I want to say, and maybe you were starting
 2  to observe from the prior meetings, that you weren't
 3  getting people testifying with significant specificity,
 4  or whatever the word is.  With the first month, with the
 5  draft proposed order in front of us, as I mentioned to
 6  you last night, people are very, very confused.  And the
 7  draft proposed order doesn't have the same table of
 8  contents as the exhibits and this and that, no numbers
 9  and attachments, and other things.  It was just getting
10  to be crazy lately.  So I really appreciate the extra 30
11  days.
12            I think at this point, most of us have
13  navigated the table of contents and we understand what
14  documents we have to look at and all.  So this gives us
15  a little more time to digest it.  So thank you for that.
16            You know I've been at all five of these
17  hearings, you've seen me, most of you, that also have
18  been at all five meetings and are probably as tired as I
19  am, or more so, you have to sit and pay attention.
20            But I thought that maybe tonight because I too
21  am going to submit my written comments by the deadline,
22  but I thought I'd take a little time tonight because you
23  don't have a lot speakers.  As one of the gentlemen
24  said, it's not really in the culture of east Oregonians
25  to do a lot of public testimony; so we're slow at this.
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 1  But I thought that maybe it would be good for you to
 2  just know who I am and a little bit about my journey
 3  that got me here and why I'm passionate about this issue
 4  and keep coming to all the meetings.
 5            I live in La Grande.  For about 6 1/2 years my
 6  husband and I left and we worked internationally and we
 7  worked in international development work, democracy,
 8  governance, in the Balkans predominantly --
 9  international development work in democracy and
10  governance processes as an advisor, and also with
11  climate refugees.  And so I am also very passionate
12  about climate change and climate issues.
13            We returned in the end, the very end of 2008.
14  In early 2009, just feeling all this -- returning from
15  being abroad, you have a lot of stuff to adapt to.  But
16  a big thing was our neighbors.  We've been in La Grande
17  since '87, prior to that in Boise actually.  So I know a
18  lot of the Idaho Power people, too.
19            But there was a stress.  What is going on
20  here?  What is happening to the community?  People were,
21  like there was this big thing about this power line.
22  And neighbors were pitted against neighbors and
23  everybody was pointing their fingers, No, it should go
24  there, it should go there.  It was like the neighborhood
25  was pretty much falling apart.
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 1            And now, prior to leaving and continued when
 2  we returned, I manage the neighborhood listserv.  In my
 3  neighborhood, which is Morgan Lake neighborhood, you
 4  heard from many of my neighbors the other night, I
 5  manage the listserv.  We have no fire protection so we
 6  had to keep in touch with other each; lost pets, the cow
 7  is out, a fire is starting.  So we keep in touch.
 8            So the stress, I was like, Okay, what are we
 9  going to do?  So we got everybody together.  A lot of
10  people had gotten letters from Idaho Power at that
11  point.  We got together and said, Okay.  What's going
12  on?  What can we agree to?  Can we figure something out?
13            The only thing we could really agree to was
14  nobody wanted the line.  That was a no-brainer.  Of
15  course nobody wants a line.  But it's not needed, we
16  don't get a substation, there's no power for us, all of
17  these things.  Not to mention all the environmental
18  issues, et cetera.  So we said, Okay.  So one thing we
19  can all agree to, and we can stop this infighting in the
20  neighborhood, is we don't need the line.  So let's
21  organize and start to fight it.  This was the beginning
22  of the Stop B2H Coalition.  That's our little story to
23  tell you.
24            However, I said to the group even, and then
25  thereafter in the email threads, We sound like a bunch
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 1  of NIMBYs.  And we are NIMBYs unless we really
 2  understand what this is about.  We've got to find out
 3  what the need is and why they want to do this.
 4            So that started our research.  Then from
 5  there, we started our group.  People started researching
 6  their various options.  We were in the EIS process at
 7  the time.  Some people got into environmental stuff.
 8  And you guys know Irene, she's the EFSC, blah, blah,
 9  blah.
10            Myself got into the real, what's the real
11  need.  So my husband and I, and occasionally two or
12  three others, went to Boise every month for 8 months the
13  first year, and then a year and a half later 8 months
14  again with transmission workshops, and then over to the
15  PUC in Salem, et cetera, et cetera.  Some of this I told
16  you in Baker.  And we educated ourselves.  We had to
17  find out.
18            I wanted to know:  Am I going to be on the
19  wrong side of history here?  Does Idaho Power really
20  need power?  Does Idaho need power?  I lived in Idaho.
21  I love Idaho.  Do they need the power?
22            So in the beginning this started, by 2026,
23  351 megawatts of power, Idaho Power will be short
24  because they're closing the coal plants.  Right on,
25  they're closing the coal plants.  I'm a climate
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 1  activist, too.  So great thing.
 2            350 megawatts, huh, 351 as a matter of fact is
 3  the number.  That's not -- let's figure this out.  Let's
 4  see how it goes.  So in these IRP meetings, Integrated
 5  Resource Planning meetings, coming up with other stuff,
 6  other ideas; solar, wind, renewables, et cetera.  Oh,
 7  no, oh, no, that's too far out into the future.  We
 8  can't have that.  That's too far out in the future.
 9            So over time now, two IRP rounds I've been,
10  and I've testified at three IRP rounds with the Public
11  Utility Commission, Idaho Power now has portfolios,
12  that's what it's called, how to satisfy need, they call
13  it portfolios, they have portfolios with solar, battery
14  storage, wind storage, pump storage.  Now, some of them
15  are astronomical prices, don't get me wrong.  But a lot
16  of them are within reason.
17            They have 24 portfolios to meet their need;
18  they have 12 with B2H, 12 without B2H.  Now, you don't
19  need to hear about the 350 megawatts any more at these
20  meetings.  That's long gone.  They put on 480 megawatts
21  of renewables already in southern Idaho, not counting
22  the Jackpot holding solar farm that I talked about in
23  Baker.
24            This is just context for you guys.  I know
25  you're not going to deal with this need stuff in this
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 1  way; it's a Public Utility Commission thing.  But I want
 2  to give you the backdrop.  The backdrop is:  There are
 3  other ways that Idaho Power can meet its needs.
 4            Now, the more recent need is about capacity.
 5  You don't hear any more about 350 megawatts, coal plants
 6  closing; now it's about capacity.  So what about
 7  capacity?
 8            The last go-around with IRP, capacity comes
 9  up.  We're researching and learning a lot more about
10  capacity nowadays.  I can tell you from these meetings
11  and what their options are, there also are choices.  Do
12  not feel in a lurch about this.  There are plenty of
13  other choices.  And every time we go there are more and
14  more options.  Technology is improving, costs are going
15  down.
16            For example, something like batteries, which
17  could really, very much it's a game changer for
18  transmission.  You've got batteries that are not just
19  battery storage for a solar farm, they actually provide
20  voltage regulation, they smooth the balance on the grid,
21  the peaks and valleys of renewables.  Batteries actually
22  regulate that.  So they offer about six different
23  ancillary services that can help and secure our grid.
24  And they're not just a storage option, although that is
25  what they do as well.
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 1            So as I said, I'm telling you some of this
 2  more to put it into context of the urgency or the need
 3  that you hear out of Idaho Power, and why so many of us
 4  who have so much at stake, and you've heard a lot from
 5  people over the last few days and last week, that it
 6  would be one thing, if there was no other way; but we
 7  know there are other options.  This destruction of
 8  people's lives and land and habitat and everything else,
 9  and the risk of fire, has us all really on edge and
10  living in fear.
11            And I want you to know there are other ways
12  and don't feel like your feet are being held to the
13  fire.
14            It was mentioned tonight a little bit about
15  EIM, energy imbalance market.  The energy imbalance
16  market exists already.  They're all involved.  Idaho
17  Power has been over a year, a year ago April in '18 or
18  whenever they joined finally, okay, it sounds good on
19  the surface.  Again, another green thing, let's move the
20  energy around.  It's good in that way.  But it isn't
21  that you have to have this more transmission to be part
22  of the EIM.  The EIM exists, people are participating.
23  And I can tell you, they're making a lot of money.
24            The EIM also makes a lot of money.  So if you
25  had more lines, you could do more EIM, you could also
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 1  make more money.  It doesn't really change our life.
 2            I told you about storage.  Anyway, the
 3  interesting thing in all of this is when we also got
 4  started, we researched and learned a lot about the
 5  energy industry, and seeing that the future is not going
 6  in a centralized grid; the future is in a decentralized
 7  grid.
 8            I'm proud to be an Oregonian.  And I am proud
 9  to know on the other side of the state we are working to
10  prepare for microgrids for the Cascadia event, a big
11  tsunami.  We're planning for microgrids, we've got all
12  kinds of emergency preparedness, we can disconnect from
13  the central grid, they can island themselves off around
14  these smaller grids.
15            And we should be doing the same thing here in
16  eastern Oregon for fires.  There's no reason why we are
17  not preparing for the big forest fire.
18            I live in La Grande.  You heard people talk
19  about it the other night.  We are like Paradise.  It's
20  not going to be our paradise though.  We're going to
21  make it different.  We are not going to burn up.  We are
22  really working hard to protect ourselves.  But we have
23  the same kind of climate; we're even drier.  We have the
24  same kind of winds, if not stronger, in Paradise.  This
25  line is going so close to the city of La Grande that has
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 1  everyone on edge.  We are more on edge than ever.
 2            You heard from my neighbor, lives right down
 3  the hill from me.  Her house burned in '74, the last big
 4  fire.  You go to the fire museum in our town, you see
 5  where the fire burned.  It nearly burned the whole city
 6  down and the hospital.  Look at where the line is.  It's
 7  just mind-boggling to many of us that you would even
 8  consider, the company could even consider putting a line
 9  so close to such a population base.
10            Now, jumping around a little bit.  But you've
11  heard a lot of -- what I meant to say in the midst of
12  all this, the line changes a lot.  You heard that from
13  other people, too, how it moves this way, that way,
14  whatever.  Some of that, from our experience, was
15  interesting because the two routes that you're looking
16  at in Union County, what the company is looking at, did
17  not exist in those early days of our organizing the Stop
18  B2H Coalition.
19            And I can't help but keep this mantra in my
20  head:  No good deed goes unpunished.  Because when I was
21  part of this coalition initially, we were trying to
22  protect the elk herd.  It's a really big elk herd, it's
23  very popular.  Most of you have heard about it.  People
24  will say it's the next big thing after Jackson Hole, and
25  we need to protect the big game going through the Morgan
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 1  Lake area.
 2            Well, now the power line is in my viewshed,
 3  and I generally do not disclose this.  I like to think
 4  of myself as an activist; I'm not a NIMBY.  I am not
 5  looking to move the line.  I am telling you the line is
 6  not needed, but I am directly affected and I have to
 7  disclose that.  Most of the people know this, Idaho
 8  Power knows where I live.  So I might as well put it out
 9  to you there.
10            I will have, without a tree blocking my view,
11  four towers across my viewshed and then the big span
12  across Morgan Lake Road over to the next hillside.
13  Hanley knows where I live, too.
14            But the thing is, just like some of the people
15  you heard tonight, it's our life.  And now I'm not a
16  farmer; so it's not my livelihood.  But there was many,
17  many days, many days living abroad, working in hard
18  conditions, when the only thing that could pull me
19  through was the vision of my view.  Now, you might not
20  think viewsheds have a lot of value.  Viewsheds are
21  priceless.  That viewshed is what kept me going.  When I
22  returned and working on this project, day in and day
23  out, I work -- I have big bay windows, and that is where
24  I look out on, and it is what keeps me going and it is
25  why I am working so hard to protect it.
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 1            So that's my story.  I continue to work on
 2  this.  Now I'm totally sucked in as an energy activist,
 3  a climate activist.  We will be in front of the PUC next
 4  spring, and on and on and on.
 5            You heard a lot about -- and I will dip into a
 6  little bit of the project and will write about in our
 7  comments, I won't tell you anything I just told you in
 8  my comments, but I will write things about, for example,
 9  the boundaries.  The boundaries are very, very
10  questionable.  The boundaries in front of my house are
11  going to take another piece of my land across the way of
12  the viewshed.  There's a road to a nowhere.  It's a road
13  to a tower.  It doesn't connect to anything.  It doesn't
14  connect to the road of my house.  It doesn't connect to
15  the Morgan Lake Road.  There is this road to nowhere.
16  That is one little boundary.
17            There is boundaries around all the spur roads
18  and all of these different access roads.  Some are in
19  the project; some are not in the project.  What is the
20  rhyme and reason there?  Is it because Idaho Power
21  doesn't want to have to notify people because of where
22  the certain boundaries line are that we incorporate more
23  people?  Is it because of mitigation and not wanting to
24  mitigate in certain areas?  It's not clear.
25            But that part of the application in and of
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 1  itself is a big problem.  And you can just start there
 2  and everything will flow from there.  Because if you
 3  don't have those boundaries right you have to do the
 4  notification over again, and you have a lot of problems.
 5  So that is the first big thing.
 6            You heard in La Grande about the blasting,
 7  about the slope for the Mill Creek route.  We have got
 8  soil, loose soils, slopes, the hospital right there, you
 9  have got problems with that.  You heard a lot about
10  that.  And I didn't even realize about -- I knew a bit
11  about soil health and whatnot, but listening to Sam
12  Myers speak, I was like, Wow, this is quite an issue
13  with the soil biochemistries as well.
14            Noise, you have listened to noise the other
15  night, the guys that have disabilities and then are
16  going to have towers over them and the noise factor.
17            The roads, the amount of roads is
18  unbelievable.  When you think of 670 miles of access
19  roads, 400 miles of new or improved roads, the weeds are
20  just -- you just can't even image.  It's not just a cut
21  through the land and then some of our landscapes, these
22  are scars, these are big scars because they are not all
23  treed, it's mixed, as you know.
24            But the weeds will be phenomenal, as many
25  people you've heard speak about, the effects on

Page 77

 1  agricultural land with those weeds, the cost involved in
 2  that, the property owners just dealing and contending
 3  with the weeds.  The health of the rangelands that we
 4  have, the habitat, the big habitat issues with more
 5  weeds on the rangelands.
 6            Habitats, you heard about Washington ground
 7  squirrels, I do know a little bit, I lived in Morrow
 8  County, Washington ground squirrels.  Most of Morrow
 9  County's route has not been even surveyed yet for
10  Washington ground squirrels.  So you have got issues
11  there.
12            The raptors, the eagles and other raptors
13  around Ladd Marsh, Ladd Marsh is a protected area, it
14  has a lot of tourism.  We have a big birding festival in
15  La Grande every year around Ladd Marsh, and this goes
16  right through Ladd Marsh and through an area that
17  already has federal mitigation lands on it.  I won't get
18  into that.
19            You have sage-grouse, Mark Bennett talked
20  about that in Baker County.  Sage-grouse, the last of
21  the subspecies, of a particular subspecies of
22  sage-grouse about to go extinct and will when it goes
23  through Baker County.  That is just a number of -- I'm
24  not going to get into fisheries and roads.  But the
25  environmental effects, you'll hear about that in writing
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 1  by many people, I'm sure.
 2            Tourism, recreation, I mentioned Ladd Marsh,
 3  but who in their right mind would think about putting
 4  those transmission towers in line, in front of the
 5  National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center in
 6  Baker City.  This is their premier tourism destination.
 7  We do not have much economy going on out here except
 8  for -- after you get ag and timber, the next thing is
 9  tourism.  Yet, we are expected to just stomach this line
10  coming through and across some of the best tourism and
11  recreation areas that we have.  Not just off the beaten
12  path where you won't see things, these are coming right
13  into the areas that we depend on for tourists to come,
14  not an annual festival, even just local people day in
15  and day out.
16            The viewsheds, like I said, I feel like a "me
17  too."  My viewshed, the quality of life and how peaceful
18  it all is for many of us.  And I know a lot of people
19  come and they think it's just bare ground out there,
20  just sagebrush or whatever.  But this is the vista the
21  pioneers saw when they came over Flagstaff Hill and saw
22  the Baker Valley, and they came into the Grande Ronde
23  Valley, these huge open vistas.  And these are things
24  that are very dear to us and spiritual to us -- and I'm
25  going way too deep -- the forest as well.  But we all
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 1  have different things that keep us centered.
 2            So the big wide open spaces is a big deal for
 3  many of us, and please do not discount it.  Real
 4  property values, my property value for certain is going
 5  down.  I talked to the appraiser to come up and give me
 6  an appraisal.  There is no way.  I live in a remodelled
 7  trailer basically, but I have got a million dollar view,
 8  and that view is going to be gone.  So I'm just going to
 9  have my little mobile home that is worth nothing.  I
10  mean, property values is also a big deal for many of us.
11            Eastern Oregon University, it's a rural
12  university, they have to make a go of it.  We don't have
13  a state board of ed anymore.  And you stand on the
14  campus and you look up at the hillside, and there will
15  be a transmission line.  Now, I know when I was looking
16  around at colleges with my parents, we looked around and
17  saw how pretty and how nice it was or what you could do,
18  what was the recreation in the area, et cetera,
19  et cetera.  And I just look at that and I think, how
20  could that not affect recruitment, recruitment at our
21  premier rural college, or a rural university for the
22  state of Oregon.
23            Anyway, the last kind of parts that I just
24  wanted -- I'm jotting some notes down and wanted to
25  share are big ones in the news.  The real big ones
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 1  lately in the news is fire and grid security.  So back
 2  to industry, energy industry, and all that again.
 3            A centralized grid is becoming less and less
 4  secure for us.  I mentioned the fire before and I
 5  mentioned planning for microgrids, like we are doing on
 6  the coast for the tsunami.  We need to be planning from
 7  a bottom up grid, not a top down grid.  It's going to be
 8  a very difficult transition.  Just think of what Ma Bell
 9  went through and the telephone and the telecom.
10            But a centralized grid is very susceptible,
11  not only to the weather that we have, the trees falling
12  down, whether it's an ice storm or whatever and taking
13  out the grid, taking out the grid, having Cascadia
14  failure for many, many communities, or even states, but
15  also cyber attacks.
16            So we know that we are hacking the Russian
17  grid and we know that Russians are hacking our grid.  We
18  have domestic terrorists.  Look at where we live.  We
19  had a Malheur takeover not too long ago.  Don't kid
20  yourself.  This grid security stuff is big stuff.  We
21  have to be planning differently.
22            And I know this isn't your gig, it's more
23  again to the PUC, or even beyond them, because they
24  don't even really get into that level.  But it's in the
25  news a lot, and people are not confident in continuing
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 1  the path of investment, a $1.2 billion investment that
 2  we are going to be paying 30 years or more for something
 3  that is already outdated.  So the grid security issue is
 4  problematic.
 5            And then fire, fire, everybody talked about
 6  fire, you all heard about fire.  We live in fear of
 7  fire.
 8            Now, the BPA recently has done a really good
 9  move.  First of all, they canceled out of the I-5
10  Corridor Reinforcement Project.  It went from southwest
11  Washington to Troutdale.  Why?  In their CEO's piece on
12  that, he said, We are going for the more wireless
13  solution.  That's the future.  It's not really wireless.
14  What it is we are talking about is building generation
15  closer to load so you don't have so much transmission.
16            Now, you are still going to have distribution.
17  I'm not talking -- it's funny they use the word
18  "wireless solution" because it's not totally wireless.
19  But when you build close to the load, you do not have
20  the transmission losses of 12 to 20 percent
21  transmission loss.  You do not have these risks of cyber
22  attack as much as you would with the centralized grid.
23  You don't have as much fire risk.  Smaller lines, less
24  heavy.
25            And BPA is upgrading, they are moving towards

Min-U-Script® M & M Court Reporting Service
(208)345-9611(ph)  (800)234-9611  (208)-345-8800(fax)

(20) Pages 78 - 81



Input on Draft Proposed Order for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Line

Hearing
June 27, 2019

Page 82

 1  the more digitized grid, smart technologies in the
 2  substation.  They are moving to maintaining their
 3  current infrastructure.  That's the recent stuff with
 4  their budget.  We've been analyzing their budget and
 5  seeing where they are putting their money, which, by the
 6  way, they still have not budgeted for B2H, except for
 7  permitting, but they are putting money into fixing their
 8  poles, their lines, their corridors and investing there.
 9  These folks are really, I think, looking to the future.
10            Now, maybe necessity is the mother of
11  invention, and BPA is in a world of financial hurt,
12  whereas, the other two investor-owned utilities, they
13  are not in a world of hurt financially.  As a matter of
14  fact, they just continue to see the dollar signs in
15  their eyes.  Because, again, when you have this
16  transmission line, it isn't just for free.
17            So all of our wind farms and all or our
18  renewables are also going to have to pay wielding
19  charges on these new lines, this new line, and it's not
20  going to be a cheap thing for us.  Who gets those taxes
21  or those tariffs on those lines?  The companies that own
22  that line.
23            Again, back to the energy imbalance market.
24  It isn't just sounding nice, we move around energy.  We
25  are talking big money and big profits here.
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 1            So that's the bottom line, that's what we are
 2  up against.  And all of us who have our lives, our
 3  livelihood and the people that you heard from for the
 4  last 2 weeks, I hope you hear us, because this is what
 5  we are up against.  It's basically a David and Goliath
 6  kind of thing.  And we are going to do the best we can.
 7  We are not going to go away.  We are not going to stop,
 8  because for many of us, this is all we really have.  So
 9  we are going to keep working at it, and we are going to
10  do the best we can.  Like I said, I'm trying to not
11  personalize this.
12            Dealing with the standards you have, the
13  application, the DPO, we are going to do our best
14  research, we are going to send you the best comments we
15  can with they extra 30 days you gave us.
16            But it's been really stressful, extremely
17  stressful.  Sorry that I broke, I had a little meltdown
18  there.  But I have hopes for Oregon.  I really do.  The
19  microgrids on the coast, I think that is the beginning
20  of something really new and really cool.  I think we are
21  investing in renewables that we need to be investing in.
22            The regulatory reforms, for 8 months I was
23  involved in this process, Senate Bill 978, about the
24  regulatory reforms that have to happen.  We are
25  incentivizing the investor-owned utilities so the
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 1  investor-owned utilities can be incentivized to take
 2  some risks, to not just go least costly, least risk
 3  portfolio.  Maybe take a little more risk, do something
 4  a little more innovative, more towards the green energy
 5  future that we are about to head into.  And the market
 6  is going to do that for us.  I know it will.
 7            But I think here in Oregon we have something
 8  going for us because we are moving in that direction
 9  already with the regulatory reforms on the table, if
10  they ever get back to work.  That's another story;
11  right?
12            And part of that is green energy jobs, not
13  just putting solar panels or whatever, but I'm talking
14  about insulation, windows, new building codes, energy
15  efficient appliances, and on and on and on.  We have so
16  much of an industry that can be emerging for us,
17  especially in rural Oregon where we don't have so many
18  opportunities.  But a handful a transmission jobs, 4 to
19  6 months?  First off, 4 to 6 months, 25 percent local
20  hires for 245 jobs.  How many jobs does that come to and
21  what are they going to do?  They are driving some trucks
22  around, cleaning up stuff.  No real long-term jobs.
23  Under 10, it's confidential, but we know -- so it's a
24  handful of jobs that will be the long-term jobs.
25            When you can think of all the green energy
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 1  jobs that we could create with $1.2 billion.  Change all
 2  the poles, re-conductor.  They have five lines coming
 3  from the Pacific Northwest into Idaho, five 230 lines,
 4  they could all be re-conducted on the same poles, the
 5  same corridor, and up them to 345s, at capacity.  Do the
 6  math on five of those lines.  There are ways to do this
 7  without building a new infrastructure and a new
 8  corridor.
 9            And co-locating?  You co-locate, you can't
10  tell me that if a fire takes out the 230 line in my
11  neighborhood, that the 500 kV standing 125 feet next to
12  it isn't also going to go down.  This is not redundancy
13  and resiliency that they are prophesying that it would
14  create.
15            I'm sorry.  I'm going on longer and I'm
16  rambling.
17            But I trust that you guys will protect us.
18  The standards are good and meant to protect us and put
19  in conditions that are workable.
20            Now, they are starting to get outdated, sure.
21  You don't have climate standards.  You don't have
22  environmental justice standards.  And when you think of
23  Malheur County, where did the get line moved off of and
24  who is it in front of now?  I didn't even want to get
25  into the environmental justice issues there.
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 1            But I still trust that we will do the right
 2  thing here.  And I believe over time that Idaho Power's
 3  own IRP process will also discover that the
 4  decentralized local generation, local distribution,
 5  non-centralized huge transmission grid is the way of the
 6  future.  And once they change their business model to
 7  correlate and align with that new energy future, I think
 8  we are all going to be better off in the end.
 9            So on a good day, I'm very optimistic; and on
10  a bad day, you catch me like you saw me a few minutes
11  ago.
12            So anyway, that is my journey, that is my
13  story.  I probably won't ever talk to you guys again,
14  but you'll get my stuff in writing.  And I wish you
15  luck.  This is not an easy process.  Thank you.
16            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you,
17  Ms. Kreider.
18            Next up we have Jerry Myers.
19            COUNCILLOR ROPPE: I have a question.  How
20  many people do we have total?  He said there was
21  somebody on the line, and we also wanted to talk to
22  Idaho Power before we leave, and we only have 45 minutes
23  left.
24            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Right.  He would be
25  the last member of the public and then we have Idaho
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 1  Power.
 2            If there is anybody on the line, on the phone
 3  line, that wants to speak up, please make yourself known
 4  now.
 5            COUNCILLOR ROPPE: Thank you.
 6            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: So hearing none, we

 7  have just Mr. Myers and then Idaho Power.
 8            MR. JERRY MYERS: Thank you.  It won't take
 9  long.
10            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: If you could start
11  with your name and your address, please.
12            MR. JERRY MYERS: My name is Jerry Myers from
13  Butter Creek, Little Butter Creek.  I have difficulty
14  talking sometimes.  What more do you need?  68477 Little
15  Butter Creek.
16            I've got 5 more days and I'll be 85 years old.
17  My granddad started farming over there in 1898.  And he
18  himself was a brother, and he didn't want to do that.
19  He just wanted to go to town and drink beer.
20            Well, we have done a lot of things on the
21  farm.  It started from we didn't have any electricity
22  for anything at all.  And so my granddad figured out a
23  way, something they called a tower, a tower with a
24  little fan on it, and he bought some gigantic batteries
25  and put it in a building.  And that is what he kept.
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 1  Everybody has one light there in each room.  So that was
 2  all they had.  That was the only power they had.  There
 3  had to be a well, too.
 4            So anyway, in my life, somewhat, I joined the
 5  co-op when I got older than 21.  And as another
 6  neighbor, when running with Haddock on the -- was the
 7  director, and he had to move to the country, somewhere
 8  else.  So he wanted to get a new director.  So I said,
 9  well, I thought maybe that would be fun, too.  So I did
10  that for quite a while.
11            Then I had a tremendous amount of -- well, I
12  was there for 23 years.  Even developing our country
13  around to where everybody had, at first, where they had
14  30 volts of electricity.  That was just for everything
15  in the wiring and in the house, every building had to be
16  redone.
17            So we got that big, that new bolt of
18  electricity, that was really, just had one -- I think it
19  had just one big wire on all of the wires on about
20  25 miles.  And that was the end of the line.  And we
21  lived there at end of the line and we are on the last
22  pole.
23            So it didn't take very long, found out that we
24  needed a lot more, where everything we started buying,
25  things needed power.  First thing you only had a
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 1  battery, or an electric, something to charge things, the
 2  thousands of elements of things that we have nowadays.
 3            So the first thing you know pretty quick we
 4  had to have bigger wire because the electricity gets
 5  very low.  I'm getting too far off the subject here.
 6            But we will go directly to, as a director, I
 7  learned slowly but I got, after a while, it seemed that
 8  Bonneville electricity, power was everywhere I guess in
 9  Idaho, that they were kind of tough people.  So we had
10  to be careful dealing with.  And it was something that
11  kind of developed over many years and did not have a
12  good subject to talk about.  So that was the first thing
13  we noticed right away.
14            So for what more -- it took a tremendous
15  amount of electricity, but we had plenty of power right
16  here.  And first thing in 1930, early '30s, all of
17  Bonneville had started building dams all around the
18  Columbia River, and they were big.  They dammed the
19  whole river and built up everything.  That was the
20  subject of many things.  Went right from -- right here
21  on to out in all of Washington and right here.  And it
22  mostly was pumping with electricity and water.  So that
23  goes on and on forever practically.  Every day I think
24  they built a new thing.
25            But I'll go back to my first part.  It took me
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August 22, 2019 
 
Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council  
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst  
Oregon Department of Energy  
550 Capitol St. N.E  
Salem, OR 97301    
 

Email:  B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov  

 

Subject:  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 
Transmission Project (B2H) 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019. 
 

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 
 

This letter is a public comment for the above referenced project.  Specifically, this letter will 
discuss Idaho Power’s compliance with Standard 345-022-0110 - Public Services, in Exhibit 
U (3.5.6.2 and 3.5.6.5) of the EFSC application for B2H to ODOE.  The letter will discuss the 
impact potential wildfires caused by the B2H transmission line will have on the ability of 
public and private providers within the analysis area to provide fire protection.      
 

The effect of transmission lines on wildfire impact in western states has been well documented. 
In California, PG&E lines have caused 5 of the 10 most destructive fires since 2015, producing a 
liability of over 30 billion for PG&E.  When considering the impact of B2H’s operation, 
residents of Union County find the similarities between La Grande and Paradise California, 
where the infamous Camp Fire struck in 2018, deeply concerning.  La Grande and Paradise share 
similar elevations and populations, however, La Grande has several characteristics that make it 
significantly more vulnerable to the ravages of wildfire than Paradise.  For instance, La Grande 
averages 18 inches of rain yearly while Paradise enjoys 55 inches.  Additionally, the proposed 
line runs adjacent to La Grande, while the line causing the Camp Fire was 7 miles from Paradise.  
Oregon’s 2006 Communities at Risk Assessment by the Oregon Department of Forestry cites a 
startling fact:  The fire risk of the wildland urban interface (WUI) in La Grande has been 
rated the #1 WUI fire risk in Oregon!   
 

There is no doubt that construction of the proposed B2H transmission line would significantly 
increase the risk of wildfire in our area.  From Idaho Power’s own Draft Protection Order 
(Exhibit U-3.5.6.2, p. U-24): “Most activities will occur during summer when the weather is hot 
and dry. Much of the proposed construction will occur in grassland and shrub-dominated 
landscapes where the potential for naturally occurring fire is high. Project construction-related 
activities, including the use of vehicles, chainsaws, and other motorized equipment, will likely 
increase this potential risk in some areas within the Site Boundary. Fire hazards can also be 
related to workers smoking, refueling, and operating vehicles and other equipment off roadways. 
Welding on broken construction equipment could also potentially result in the combustion of 
native materials near the welding site.” Idaho Power recognizes this hazard but makes no 
consideration of it in its application.   
 



There are several specifics to examine in an analysis of the proposed B2H line’s effects on Union 
County’s ability to provide fire protection services.  Firstly, firefighting crews in our region are 
limited and volunteer.  In their application, Idaho Power avers, “Most of the fire districts within 
the analysis area comprise volunteers, and in some cases, it takes considerable time to collect and 
mobilize an entire fire crew.”  As well, JB Brock, Union County emergency Manager states in 
Idaho Power’s application “volunteer fire departments (rural fire protection districts) have a hard 
time finding volunteers due to budget constraints, similarly to budget constraints at the state and 
federal level. The wildland fires are getting bigger and cost more to fight” (U-1C-6).  Fire crews 
in Union County are not equipped to handle potential wildfires generated by the proposed B2H 
transmission line.   
 

The fact that fire crews are unstable, small and volunteer affects many aspects of their ability to 
respond to wildfires.  Delayed response times, as noted in the quote from the previous paragraph, 
is one effect.  Estimates of response time in the EFSC application are best-case scenarios.  The 
estimate of 4 to 8 minutes as the response time in Union County (Table U-10) is far from even a 
best-case scenario (p. U-17).  Residents that live on Morgan Lake Road concur that driving time 
is at least 10-15 minutes to the most accessible areas of the line from the base of Morgan Lake 
Road.  Add to this estimate travel time from the La Grande Fire Station (approximately 7 
minutes) and the time needed for individual fire fighters to travel to the Fire Station for a more 
realistic best-case scenario response time.  The Paradise Camp Fire burned at a rate of over 1 
acre per second!  
  
Another factor in transmission line fires particularly impactful for small volunteer fire 
departments is the complications to firefighting introduced by the transmission lines themselves.  
According to Marvin Vetter, ODOF’s Rangeland Coordinator, “local crews have no training in 
this scenario and will wait for the lines to be de-energized.”  JB Brock, Union County 
Emergency Manager, states, “The project (transmission line) could limit the ability on initial 
attack if fire fighters have to wait for power lines to be de-energized.” (U-1C-6)  These delays 
allow fires to grow even more.   
 

How can communities struggling to maintain volunteer fire crews hope to address the 
overwhelming additional challenges and risks imposed by a project such as the B2H 
transmission line?  Where is this addressed in Idaho Power’s application and how can Idaho 
Power conclude that the proposed B2H transmission line is “not expected to have significant 
adverse impacts on fire protections services” (Exhibit U 3.5.6.2)?  Considering the current 
capacities of fire protection services in Union County and the additional risks of wildfire 
imposed by the B2H transmission line, I urge you to act in accordance with state statute OAR 
345-022-0110 and reject Idaho Power’s application to construct the Boardman to Hemingway 
transmission line.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Fuji Kreider 
60366 Marvin Road 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
 
fkreider@campblackdog.org 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Earlene Lamb <peggye@eoni.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 9:27 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: B2H powerline 

Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council:  
 
Stop B2H Now.  
 
When we moved to our home twenty years ago (403 Allium St.) we had to sign a statement that we knew the hill was 
unstable and had the possibility of shifting.   Now, the plan is to bring huge trucks and other equipment in to our family 
neighborhood.   No sidewalks exist and children travel to and fro through our neighborhood.  Does that seem like a good 
scenario?   And for what?  
 
Technology that will be outdated and obsolete before it is completed!   Stop B2H!  
 
 
earlene lamb 
Cell:  541-786-8039 
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 1  $100,000 in funding for improvements to Morgan Lake to
 2  mitigate the impacts on recreation should the Morgan
 3  Lake alternative be constructed.  Idaho Power has agreed
 4  to this condition as well.
 5            I want to say this again:  Please do not
 6  interpret the City's willingness to agree to
 7  mitigations, that I just meant it as support or
 8  acceptance of the project.  We remain firmly opposed,
 9  firmly opposed to the project for the reasons identified
10  in our 2017 comments of the preliminary application.
11            We respectfully ask that EFSC require the
12  mitigation we are seeking in the final order if the
13  project is approved.  And while I have only a modicum of
14  the compassion as Peter Barry, just say no.
15            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Next, we have
16  Mr. Larkin followed by Sheri Kanig.
17            MR. GREG LARKIN: Good evening.  My name is
18  Greg Larkin.  I reside at 59655 Morgan Lake Road.  I
19  live on the top of Morgan Lake Road directly across from
20  the entrance into Morgan Lake.
21            The Morgan Lake alternative route of the Idaho
22  Power transmission line would be located approximately
23  120 yards from my residence.  I'm in the process of
24  developing my second approved home site on this
25  property, which would be even in a closer location of
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 1  this transmission line in proximity to it.
 2            I spent many years as a locomotive engineer
 3  for the Union Pacific Railroad.  I suffered a permanent
 4  disability of hearing loss and tinnitus that forced me
 5  away from this career.
 6            I can read you a screenshot from Wikipedia on
 7  tinnitus:  "Tinnitus is the hearing of sound with no
 8  external sound present.  While often described as a
 9  ringing, it may also sound like a clicking, hiss or
10  roaring.  Rarely, unclear voices or music are heard.
11  The sound may be soft or loud, low pitched or high
12  pitched and appear to be coming from one ear or both.
13  Most of the time, it comes on gradually.  In some
14  people, the sound causes depression or anxiety and can
15  interfere with concentration."
16            I am real bad in the last 3 years.  When I
17  left the railroad in '87, I had a testing in 1985, my
18  ears rang at that time 57 decibels.  Approximately
19  10 years ago, one ear was at 72 decibels, the other one
20  was at 75 decibels.
21            Now, I have great concerns, and I've been
22  around the transmission lines before where I cannot
23  stand them, and if this is this close to my home.  And
24  then to cope with it up there, or to tolerate it, I've
25  done a lot of pruning and thinning of the trees to get
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 1  the wind patterns to different velocities of wind to
 2  seek some relief from this, and I've been able to create
 3  this type of environment here.
 4            Now, the facts of this B2H coming through my
 5  property, without it being there, can almost put a
 6  person a little over the top that way.  It affects me
 7  every second of every day.  It's a 100-pound drill
 8  lodged in their back, to characterize it.
 9            If this transmission line were to go through
10  at this location, I would no longer be able to reside or
11  fulfill my lifetime dreams and goal of living here.  And
12  I don't have the time nor the resources or anything else
13  to seek the relief I've sought or the little bit of
14  tranquility to deal with this issue.  Well, I will leave
15  it at this, and then I'll address some more issues.
16            As far as pertaining to the sound, the static
17  hiss of this line for the peace and tranquility of our
18  lake up there.  We have a gas line that goes through,
19  this line and this route will cross this gas line twice.
20  If we have heavy fogs or a rainstorm, that can transmit
21  a spark to the ground and create a fire, the electronic
22  field.
23            Again, I'll repeat myself.  The health hazards
24  of this to people in this close of proximity.  And the
25  deterioration, even in the ground, the potential
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 1  deterioration in the ground of this gas pipeline.  The
 2  technology, I don't know, as it goes over, through this
 3  route.  It had to.  There is no longer a route that was
 4  the western route that was on the radar and it's
 5  disappeared, it's gone away.  And viably the effect on
 6  our county here, if that route were to go through in
 7  that direction, it would most likely have no less impact
 8  on our county here, to the residents.
 9            I'm not a public speaker.  I'll address it
10  further in some written comments.  I'll have some
11  assistance on that.
12            I thank you for your time.
13            HEARING OFFICER WEBSTER: Thank you.
14            We have Sheri Kanig, and following we will
15  hear from William Whitaker.
16            MS. SHERI KANIG: Good afternoon or evening,
17  everyone.  My name is Sheri Kanig, and I reside at 331
18  Southwest Street in Yreka, California.  That is located
19  in the Klamath National Forest in Siskiyou County,
20  northern California.  I am not a resident of La Grande
21  but a volunteer and a tourist.
22            I have been a co-owner of a large logging
23  company in the Klamath National Forest for many years
24  and also participated in fire suppression.  I guess my
25  issues today are regarding the fire danger because of

Min-U-Script® M & M Court Reporting Service
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Carol <carol2049@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 11:56 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Impact of B2H on forestland public comment

August 14, 2019 
  
Energy Facilities Siting Council 
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St N.E. 
Salem, OR.  97301 

  
Via EMAIL:  B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 

  
Subject:  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project 
9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019. 
  
Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 

The applicant significantly understates the impacts to employment and forest lands as a 
result of the proposed B2H transmission line. 
  
I moved to La Grande over 30 years ago to enjoy its forests and the benefits they bring to the local community. 
The applicant for the B2H claims the clearing of trees for the powerline corridor will have little impact on 
forestland and thus, not impact local economies. The applicant gives no evidence or data for calculating the 
economic impact and experts believe their estimates are unrealistically low. In addition, the applicant claims 
that landowners will be able to use the cleared land for other agricultural purposes. Again, this is unrealistic. 
Even if the land were suitable to other purposes (and much of it is not), most landowners would have a 
significant cost in equipment to convert to another form of agriculture. Removing trees and impacting forest 
land has an economic impact that is much more significant than the applicant indicates. 
  
The lives of many people will be negatively affected by the economic impacts of the B2H powerline. It may even 
lead to a loss of population due to people having to move to support themselves financially. Even for those who 
stay, the loss of trees will have many negative effects. 
  

In summary: 
The applicant has failed to document that they will comply with Land Use Goal 4 OAR 660-
006-000 through OAR 660-006-0010;  There is no documentation provided that would 
indicate they are in compliance with OAR 345-022-0030 and they have not documented, nor 
are they able to meet the requirement contained in OAR 345-022-0030(4) to allow an 
exception. 
  
Therefore, the Council should DENY the application for site certificate. 

  The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted.  

Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location.
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printed name: Carol Lauritzen 

mailing address: 801 O Avenue, La Grande, OR 97850 

email address; phone (optional): carol2049@gmail.com 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
 
 

 

































































1

TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:28 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposal Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.14.06.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter sign by me and 46 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and 
requesting that EFSC  Deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by US Postal Service. 
 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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TARDAEWETHER Kellen * ODOE

From: Dale Mammen <dmammen@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 5:53 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to Hemingway 

Transmission Project 9/28/2018; Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019

Attachments: Scan 2019-8-15 17.38.19.pdf

To: Chairman Beyeler and Members of the Council 
 
Find attached a letter signed by me and 54 other residents of La Grande expressing our concerns regarding the B2H Project and we 
request that EFSC deny the Site Certificate. 
 
I have also sent a bound copy of this material by the US Postal Service. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia L. Mammen 
405 Balsa 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 
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ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Meredee Lloyd <bluemtnchickadee@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 10:48 PM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: B2H comment

August 21, 2019 
 
Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council 
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst 
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol St. N.E 
Salem, OR 97301 
Email: B2H.DPOComments@Oregon.gov 
 
Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council: 
 
Morgan Lake Park, analyzed as part of the Morgan Lake Alternative - (Attachment T-3, Table T-2, p. T-3-2; Table T-3-1, p. 
T-13) and Summary of Impacts, pp. T-27-28, 43, (T-4-51-56), inaccurately describes features of this La Grande city park 
itself and severely underestimates the permanent impact of development on this unique park.  See OAR 345-021-0010 
(1) (T) (A) (B) (D) &amp; OAR 345-022-0100 
Morgan Lake Park is an important landscape primarily because of its unique designation 
status as a city park, rareness, and special qualities per OAR 345-021-0010(1)(t)(A) Attachment T-3, Table T-3-1 (p. T-
13)  Page 62 (T-57) refers to “extensive work in the siting study of the Morgan Lake Alternative.” 
 
Unfortunately, the report of Morgan Lake Park reveals major inaccuracies and false assumptions about the nature of this 
city park, thus putting into question of any "extensive work in the siting study of Morgan Lake Alternative".  On page 145 
(T-4-46) Morgan Lake Park is described as 204 acres, containing one lake, developed with primitive campsites and fishing 
docks.  In reality, Morgan Lake Park actually contains two lakes. Morgan Lake covers 70 acres; the other, Twin Lake, [also 
known as Little Morgan Lake] is in plain sight, within 300’ of Morgan Lake and covers 27 acres.  In their application, 
Idaho Power omits any references to Twin Lake.  Twin Lake is undeveloped, a wildlife and bird sanctuary, an important 
stopover for migrating water fowl, and home to nesting bald eagles. 
 
Page 156, (T-4-6) purports to be a map of Morgan Lake Park, but the map legend only has a purple cross hatch covering 
Morgan Lake, while leaving the rest of the park unaccounted for.  The park is much more than this body of water.   Twin 
Lake and the surrounding land that also is the Morgan Lake City Park, totals 204 acres, and is left unmarked on this map. 
 
2) b. A specific example of unsupported conclusion: 
Page 145 (T-4-46) Baseline condition: “… A goal of minimal development of Morgan Lake 
Park should be maintained to preserve the maximum natural setting and to encourage solitude, isolation, and limited 
visibility of users…” 
Page 146 (T-4-47) “The landscape character is natural appearing. Scenic integrity is high as the human developments are 
harmonious with the landscape.” 
Page 49 (T-44) “Vegetation will block views of the towers from most locations in the park.” 
In reality, one tower would dominate the entrance to the park, all 130’ in plain view. Within 
the Park, the trees bordering the lake are no more than 80’ high. 130’ transmission towers will rise more than 50’ above 
those trees, dominating the current landscape. 
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Exhibit W Retirement, 3.1 Estimated Useful Life: 
Idaho Power claims that the transmission line will remain in service for perpetuity. There are no references or hard data 
to support this optimistic estimate of essentially "forever".  This same argument is being used for the “Sams Valley 
Reinforcement Projects” by PacifiCorp.  Over the last 50 years, wind power, solar power, local distributed energy, 
including new battery storage will certainly affect long distance transmission lines.  The advances of renewable and 
distributed energy systems are making B2H obsolete before the possibility of it ever being built.  Cancellation of 500-kV 
projects such as Cascade Crossing and Colusa-Sutter in California, are specific illustrations of changes being made by 
forward thinking executives. 
 
Exhibit W Retirement and Financial Assurance Condition 2: A bond or letter of credit purpose, is to protect the public 
from the RISK of not having the site restored to a useful non-hazardous condition. EFSC is recommending that the 
Council approve the assumption that the risk to the public is ZERO (0) for 50 years, then remain under-insured for the 
next 50 years. If EFSC and IPC feel that the risk is zero, then the cost of the bond should be low. The risk should be 
moved to the bank, not forced upon the public. The fact that it may have an operating life of 100 years does not 
remove the risk that it is there and would need removal and ROW recondition. 
 
I urge the Commission to deny this application for a site certificate.  Idaho Power has yet to provide credible evidence to 
support each of its conclusions of “no significant impact".  Furthermore, the financial risk and burden this project will 
place on the public is beyond measure. 
 
 
Signature 
Name:  Meredee Lloyd 
Mailing Address: 604 3rd St., La Grande, OR 97850 



1

ESTERSON Sarah * ODOE

From: Courtney Loomis <lynx@eoni.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2019 10:51 AM

To: B2H DPOComments * ODOE

Subject: Idaho Power Application for Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Project

Attachments: b2h_comments_loomis.pdf

2019 August 22  

Energy Facilities Siting Council 
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol St NE 
Salem, OR 97301  

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council:  

This is in regards to the Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Project 9/28/2018, Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019.  

I have been a resident of the Grande Ronde Valley for over 19 years. I moved here for 
retirement because of the incredible scenic beauty of the area and because of the strong 
presence of the cultural arts in La Grande. EOU theater and music performances, the Eastern 
Oregon Film Festival, the Ladd Marsh Bird Festival, and other events that make this valley a 
wonderful place to live.  

The Grande Ronde Valley is an agricultural valley, and while there are some substantial 
industrial installations near to La Grande, the valley is aesthetically gorgeous and an inviting 
place to call home. In many ways La Grande reminds me of other towns in Oregon that draw 
tourists and residents because of their beauty and quality of life, towns such as Sisters, Ashland, 
Joseph, and other towns that care about the livability assets of their community.  

In searching for a route for a major power line corridor, the Bureau of Land Management 
carefully considered various route options and selected the “Glass Hill Alt” route as having the 
best balance between minimal environmental impact and serving the need for a power line 
corridor. Idaho Power chose to ignore that recommendation and is applying for a Site 
Certificate to build the power lines on a route, the “Mill Creek” route, that would have a 
destructive impact on the town of La Grande and the Grande Ronde Valley in general.  

I assume that Idaho Power chose this route because they would save money relative to the 
recommended Glass Hill Alt routing. However, there is a huge external cost with the Mill Creek 
route, and that cost would be borne by the people and local governments of the Grande Ronde 
Valley, an ongoing cost that would be paid by current residents and future residents forever.  
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The Mill Creek route would permanently damage the aesthetic qualities of the valley, which 
over time will reduce property values and property tax revenues. The Mill Creek routing will 
also reduce La Grande's attractiveness to businesses that offer high-paying jobs, where quality 
of life is an essential selling point for attracting highly skilled and professional labor. La Grande 
is well positioned to continue to increase the amount of tourism to the area, with its strategic 
location on a major transportation route (I-84) and the ongoing increase in the presence of 
cultural arts and events.  

The drawing power of the Grande Ronde Valley to tourists and to high-paying businesses 
would be severely and permanently damaged by having a huge industrial installation (the 
transmission lines of the Mill Creek route) that would deeply scar the landscape view across the 
entire valley. These power lines would be a statement to all visitors that La Grande is an 
industrial town that has no regard for its own intrinsic beauty.  

There are many people currently living in a location that is near to the Mill Creek routing; these 
people would be paying a huge personal cost with the inevitable drop in resale value of their 
homes, not to mention the loss of the beauty of the viewshed of their homes for as long as they 
live there. Many people in the Grande Ronde Valley have held their homes in the family for 
generations; it is unacceptable to impose the blight of these power lines upon long- term 
residents and their future generations.  

The Energy Facilities Siting Council should prevent the disaster of the Mill Creek power line 
corridor for the current and future residents of the Grande Ronde Valley, and must deny the Site 
Certificate that is being sought by Idaho Power.  

Courtney Loomis  
65155 Grays Corner Rd  
Cove, OR 97824  

e-mail: lynx@eoni.com  
phone: 971-300-4112  
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Energy Facilities Siting Council
c/o Kellen Tardaewether, Senior Siting Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy
550 Capitol St NE
Salem, OR  97301

Dear Chair Beyeler and Members of the Council:

This is in regards to the  Idaho Power Application for a Site Certificate for the Boardman to 
Hemingway Transmission Project 9/28/2018, Draft Proposed Order 5/23/2019.

I have been a resident of the Grande Ronde Valley for over 19 years.  I moved here for 
retirement because of the incredible scenic beauty of the area and because of the strong 
presence of the cultural arts in La Grande. EOU theater and music performances, the Eastern 
Oregon Film Festival, the Ladd Marsh Bird Festival, and other events that make this valley a 
wonderful place to live.

The Grande Ronde Valley is an agricultural valley, and while there are some substantial 
industrial installations near to La Grande, the valley is aesthetically gorgeous and an inviting 
place to call home.  In many ways La Grande reminds me of other towns in Oregon that draw
tourists and residents because of their beauty and quality of life, towns such as Sisters, 
Ashland, Joseph, and other towns that care about the livability assets of their community.

In searching for a route for a major power line corridor, the Bureau of Land Management 
carefully considered various route options and selected the “Glass Hill Alt” route as having 
the best balance between minimal environmental impact and serving the need for a power 
line corridor.  Idaho Power chose to ignore that recommendation and is applying for a Site 
Certificate to build the power lines on a route, the “Mill Creek” route, that would have a 
destructive impact on the town of La Grande and the Grande Ronde Valley in general.

I assume that Idaho Power chose this route because they would save money relative to the 
recommended Glass Hill Alt routing.  However, there is a huge external cost with the Mill 
Creek route, and that cost would be borne by the people and local governments of the Grande
Ronde Valley, an ongoing cost that would be paid by current residents and future residents 
forever.

The Mill Creek route would permanently damage the aesthetic qualities of the valley, which 
over time will reduce property values and property tax revenues.  The Mill Creek routing will



also reduce La Grande's attractiveness to businesses that offer high-paying jobs, where 
quality of life is an essential selling point for attracting highly skilled and professional labor.  
La Grande is well positioned to continue to increase the amount of tourism to the area, with 
its strategic location on a major transportation route (I-84) and the ongoing increase in the 
presence of cultural arts and events.  

The drawing power of the Grande Ronde Valley to tourists and to high-paying businesses 
would be severely and permanently damaged by having a huge industrial installation (the 
transmission lines of the Mill Creek route) that would deeply scar the landscape view across 
the entire valley.  These power lines would be a statement to all visitors that La Grande is an 
industrial town that has no regard for its own intrinsic beauty.

There are many people currently living in a location that is near to the Mill Creek routing; 
these people would be paying a huge personal cost with the inevitable drop in resale value of 
their homes, not to mention the loss of the beauty of the viewshed of their homes for as long 
as they live there.  Many people in the Grande Ronde Valley have held their homes in the 
family for generations; it is unacceptable to impose the blight of these power lines upon long-
term residents and their future generations.

The Energy Facilities Siting Council should prevent the disaster of the Mill Creek power line 
corridor for the current and future residents of the Grande Ronde Valley, and must deny the 
Site Certificate that is being sought by Idaho Power.

Courtney Loomis
65155 Grays Corner Rd
Cove, OR 97824

e-mail: lynx@eoni.com
phone: 971-300-4112

mailto:lynx@eoni.com
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