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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Jim
Monday, November 9, 2020 1:48 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Solar farm on Teare Lane, Bonanza )R
Follow up
Completed

Dear Ka e, I am asking you today to stop this disaster that is about to happen to our community.
As our farm lands shrink more and more everyday, and our rural communi es dissolve. We need
to stand fast against this facility that will destroy property values and remove even more farm
land from our community. The people who own this land don't want this. Our community doesn't
want this. Please stop this

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nicole Kandra
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 10:32 AM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Bonanza Energy Facility

Hello Ms. Cliﬀord,
I'm wri ng to you today regarding the proposi on for the Bonanza Energy Facility. I'd like to
encourage you to deny this applica on.
I am a Klamath County local and have family members who have owned and cared for land in
Bonanza throughout my whole life. This facility would not only aﬀect water availability and
agriculture in the area, but would have an impact on it's wildlife and natural scenery.
The proposed facility would also mar a landscape important to the bicycling community and the
tourism it brings. The area is a popular des na on for not only local cyclists, but for those who
come from miles away to par cipate in century rides and experience the rural beauty we love so
well.
Please do not allow this facility to go in! Thank you for your considera on.
Best regards,
Nicole Kandra

CLIFFORD Katie * ODOE
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tina keeton <bonanzahgp@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 23, 2020 5:32 PM
CLIFFORD Katie * ODOE
Proposed solar project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Hi my name is Tina Keeton my Husbad and I live in Langell Valley 46104 Gift rd we have 300 acres that we farm have
lived here since Oct 1993 , I oppose this mostly because of the need for water and possibly they may have more to their
agenda than just generating solar I do not know that for sure would need to know more about what they are planning
and long term plans . We ourselves have 2 acres leased to a solar company that helps to offset our irrigation bill and we
do know the good and benefit of the solar, however it does not need water only sun to generate the electricity which
doesn't seem to be so with the Hecate project since our water out here is a hot topic and many of us depend on our
water as well as the investments we have in our land cannot support any project that may deplete our supply or cause
loss on our investments, I oppose that project based on these things thank you for your time and consideration in our
petitions to you and others that have any say in this.
Thank you , Tina Keeton
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Jill Lee-Jones <jillleejones@gmail.com>
Saturday, October 24, 2020 9:50 AM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Bonanza Energy Facility
Follow up
Completed

I don’t live in the Langell Valley, but I visit to enjoy the scenic beauty and the bird popula on. This
project is smack dab in the middle of produc ve ag area near the small town of Bonanza. To me
this seems the wrong place for a solar project of this size and scope when we have so many
op ons to put it on land that is not in use or part of a scenic viewshed. I’m also concerned that the
public has only 16 days to respond to the project a er a online mee ng on October 13 considering
many of these folks may not have access to technology to a end the mee ng or respond. I can’t
help but feel that this project is taking advantage of the current situa on to ramrod through
without allowing the people most impacted by it adequate me to comment and gather more
informa on. Also the many issues of water use, safety and ﬁre protec on, and wetlands impacts
just feels wrong, especially in this area. I am not an -solar, but I feel this is just the wrong place for
a PV farm of this size. Please reconsider the si ng of this project and reject their applica on for
this project in this loca on.
Thank you,
Jill Lee-Jones
Montague, California
Sent from my iPad

CLIFFORD Katie * ODOE
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Lewis <lambchop@whitedorper.com>
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 8:55 AM
CLIFFORD Katie * ODOE
Proposed solar site in Langell Valley

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed
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This is the view we currently have from our ranch and home from the eastern end of Langell Valley. If this project is
approved, we will look out on 2800+ acres of solar panels and buildings. It will reduce the property value of our home
and ranch property that currently enjoys one of the finest views in Oregon. In addition, reflection from these panels will
be very bad and could during certain times make it impossible to be outside.
Those are our direct objections, but in addition, it will take out a very nice wetlands that support large numbers of
wonderful birds. They claim this area is created by irrigation tail water, but, that is not true. Even during some of our
most sever droughts it remained a wetland from a spring beneath it. In addition, removing several hundreds of acres of
irrigated grazing land is unacceptable. This is highly productive land that supports large number of cattle every year. In
addition, the removal of irrigated farm ground used for hay production will effect more that just our Valley. Stock
growers from all over Oregon and California purchase hay from our area, and as more ground goes out of production,
the prices rise and hay becomes scarce effecting the ability of these folks to continue raising livestock. Food production
is vital to the economy and to the food security of the entire nation. As we convert more valuable irrigated land to other
uses, we jeopardize our food security.
For these reasons, my wife and I strongly oppose this project.
Paul Lewis
12661 East Langell Valley Rd.
Bonanza, OR. 97623
541-591-2510
Sent from my iPad
Paul Lewis
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Duncan Livingston
Thursday, October 29, 2020 3:12 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Bonanza
Follow up
Completed

Ms. Cliﬀord,
The Bonanza and Langell Valley communi es need more me to consider this facility. Folks only
found out about it in the last couple of days and we don't really know what it is the government is
proposing.
We need more me.
My family has been here for four genera ons. Somethings have changed but not a lot. We need
more me to consider and to get onboard, if we can.
Duncan Livingston

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
A achments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Leslie Lowe
Thursday, October 29, 2020 11:29 AM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
barre linda11@gmail.com
Bonanza Energy Facility si ng request
Solar plus storage project NOI Langell Valley October 26, 2020 si ng
council le er.doc; 2004 le er from Gail Whitse le er regarding COB
project.htm
Follow up
Flagged

Katie Clifford, Senior Siting Analyst, Oregon Department of Energy
550 Capital Street NE Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-302-0267Fax: 503-373-7806
Email: katie.clifford@oregon.gov
October 29, 2020
I just learned of the energy siting request for a Bonanza Solar Energy facility yesterday.
Your job is diﬃcult enough without the complica ons that are involved in the proposed solar
energy plant. I submit the a ached le ers that back up my reasoning that this project should
NOT go forward as proposed.
Back in 2004, I commented on the COB plant men oned in Gail Whitse 's le er and was one of
many who helped denounce that project. In spite of our denouncements, the only real reason the
project did not go through turned out to be market forces that made it no longer ﬁnancially
feasible for the company.
I totally support solar energy projects that do not impact the environment in which they are sited
in a disastrous way. I have been contacted by solar energy companies wan ng to use my 28 acres
for a solar farm and was told they couldn't follow through with us because the cost of hook up
with Paciﬁc Power was prohibi ve at this me. I have 30 solar panels on my barn roof, I drive a
hybrid Ford C Max, my husband drives a Tesla, and we started Klamath Sustainable Communi es
in 1995. I have been a member of League of Women Voters for 30 years and was president when
we tes ﬁed against the Jordan Cove LNG project that is s ll ﬁgh ng for permission to build a
pipeline through the same general area as this request.
I have no technical exper se that would sway your reasoning on this project, so I rely on the
exper se of others. I do NOT trust large corpora ons to deliver the best science, as they have a
proﬁt mo ve that is not subject to what is best for the community in the long term. That must
come from those who live in the region being discussed. I have lived in Klamath Falls, OR since
1973. I am in and out of the Bonanza area many mes during the year. I have seen vast solar
farms already in the area and I applaud them. Too o en our elected representa ves are also too
short sighted and just see immediate jobs and tax money rather than long term eﬀects.
I hope my le er will have some sway with your agency to deny permits for the Bonanza Energy
Facility .
Sincerely,

Leslie Lowe
8880 Tingley Lane, Klamath Falls, OR 97603
inharmony46@charter.net

Katie Clifford
Senior Siting Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy
550 Capital Street NE Salem, OR 97301
Phone: 503-302-0267Fax: 503-373-7806
Email: katie.clifford@oregon.gov
October 26, 2020
RE: Bonanza Energy Facility siting request
Dear Ms. Clifford,
Please admit the following comments and attachments to be heard/read by the Oregon Energy
Facility Siting Council in their review of the application for site certificate for the Hecate Energy
NAF LLC proposed solar and storage project, and potential gas-powered peaker generating
facility.
Also, please find attached comments from Gail Hildreth Whitsett, January 24, 2004, which
present material evidence against approval of the proposed site certificate. Conditions noted at
that time still apply and do not recommend the use of the proposed site as an energy facility,
specifically:
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Hydraulic connection between water bearing zones (Whitsett,p.2)
Groundwater-surface water hydraulic connection (with the nearby Lost River,
with area irrigation and with the Town of Bonanza springs and domestic
wells)(Whitsett, p.3)
The proposed well does not hold senior water rights. Their water rights are junior
in an area in which wells are highly conditioned by OWRD, with concern for
critical groundwater conditions (Whitsett, 1).
Availability of alternative site options: with more direct access to transmission
lines, existing well (Jan Wright well) and non-irrigated land (Whitsett, p.5)
Exclusive Farm Use designation on proposed site (Whitsett, p.5, 9).
Proximity to seismically active faults (particularly Bryant Mountain Fault)
(Whitsett, p.7).
Proximity to natural wetlands supporting migratory and resident waterfowl,
including Golden and Bald Eagles (Whitsett, p.9).
Proximity to Lost River – habitat for threatened Lost River Suckers (the company
references a July wildlife study - which does not seem sufficient to account for
migratory waterfowl and the wintering populations of Bald Eagles) (Whitsett, p.
9).

The proposed site has unique and significant features that would be adversely affected. The
natural wetland habitat for migratory waterfowl, the clean air and quiet environment are
resources worth conserving. Frequently at night, more than 15 minutes pass without hearing
sounds made by man. This kind of solitude and absence of noise pollution is rare and has
intrinsic value for residents, wildlife and visitors to the valley. The industrial facility proposed
presents a threat to air quality, water resources and wildlife.
Solar plus storage is a booming industry. It is a changing industry. Technology used today can
reasonably be expected to be outmoded quickly. Hecate Energy’s proposal for air-cooled battery
storage requires nearly 100 acres of large buildings, with potentially noisy cooling systems. It is
also reasonable to wonder at the necessity of locating these cooling systems next to a prolific
well. Water cooling may be four times as efficient as air cooling. Perhaps this is an unspoken
intention. Should this idea be presented, questions about increased impacts on water resources
and contamination from wastewater or leakage need to be evaluated (particularly given the
proximity to seismic activity). The proposal identifies a gas-fired peaker facility, a process
associated with air pollutants. These industrial processes are not compatible with the soils,
seismic activity, water and air quality, and wildlife in Langell Valley. Technology is changing
too rapidly to settle for a compromise of this magnitude. As a comparison, Oregon State
University has developed nuclear energy sources that are safe, quiet and small enough to fit on a
semi-truck. It seems irresponsible to swap the attributes of our beautiful valley for technology
that risks noise pollution from air cooled storage, excessive water extraction, potential surface
water contamination from waste water, or air pollution from a gas-fired peaker. For as special a
place as Langell Valley, a wiser, more responsible decision would be to wait for an energy
producer who can be a good neighbor, benefitting the community and producing power without
harming the environment.
Pursuant to ORS 469.504(4), an applicant must elect to demonstrate compliance with the
statewide planning goals by either obtaining local land use approval from the affected local
government(s) or through EFSC’s determination of compliance. At this time, Hecate Energy
Bonanza LLC intends to satisfy the Council’s Land Use standard (OAR 345-022-0030) by
seeking an EFSC determination under ORS 469.504(1)(b). This is an inappropriate site for the
proposed installation. Please do not circumvent the land use protections put in place for this very
purpose. Please do NOT approve a certificate for this site for this project.
Sincerely,

Linda Barrett
9747 E. Langell Valley Rd
Bonanza OR 97623
541.545.6370

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

katrina@lubbeckeart.com
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 4:58 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Bonanza Energy Site

Hello,
I am writing to you today, with all due respect, to stand as a voice against the proposed Bonanza
Energy Facility on East Langell Valley Road in Bonanza, OR. I am writing as a concerned citizen
and as a landowner in the area. I am a professional artist and my husband is a manufacturing
engineer. I am also an advocate for the rural areas of Oregon, being a native Oregonian I believe
in preserving the open spaces of our beautiful state while refurbishing and renewing the run-down
sections of many of our cities with a hope that our state will be preserved for ALL Oregonians to
enjoy both now and in the future. So, that being said, I have a multitude of concerns regarding the
site development and utilization of natural resources for the proposed solar site on East Langell
Valley Road. Many of my concerns stem from living on East Langell Valley Road for many years
and observing the wildlife and natural resources of the land. First, East Langell Valley is on the
migratory flyway. I have pictures of numerous Sand hill cranes on the very field the solar site is
slated to build upon. Most of a small local pond is within the boundaries of the solar proposal. On
page J-2 of the Notice of Intent the Apply for a Site Certificate it is stated: "Most of the water
bodies are associated with irrigation practices". This may be true but the pond is still bird habitat
and migrating birds often rest here. During drought years when we were not able to irrigate the
pond was still there, fed with springs. So it is a natural wetlands. The Hecate company mentions
"ODFW Habitat Mitigation policy" at the end of the segment. In fact they mention mitigation after
almost every paragraph dealing with environmental issues. I was unable to access the section of
the documentation that was headed "electric and magnetic fields" in relation to migrating birds to
read if the solar field might have a detrimental effect upon migration. I can say that upon the
proposed site's fields live coyote, yellow bellied marmot, black footed weasel, white pelicans, bald
eagles, cougar, bobcat, fox, black tailed deer, numerous songbirds and an occasional traveling
wolf. The same fields support local ranchers who use the land for hay in the early summer and
winter grazing for herds of cattle, horses and sheep, always careful not to strip the resources
beyond its ability to recover.
Many times there is low snow pack and very little rain resulting in long hot summers with high fire
dangers, which is an additional worry with the proposed site with large buildings full of storage
batteries and no nearby manned fire station. The low snow pack can result in very low water in the
area, including the Lost River becoming so low and slow it is documented with Klamath County to
reverse flow causing toxic agae growth. Also documented is the difficulty sustaining water from
any underground aquifer. The Notice of Intent to Apply for a Site Certificate has quoted 800,000
gallons per week for two months, then 48,700 per week for 10 months. There would be an
additional 3,150,000 gallons used for concrete. Additional water for dust control, AND additional
water for "potential future buildout of Facility may include an air-cooled, natural gas fired peaker
generating facility, a related or supporting natural gas pipeline to the existing Malin natural gas
compressor station and a related or supporting water supply pipeline." No mention of these items
in the letter sent to neighboring landowners. As the people who live in this quiet valley, we care for
the land. We caretake it not for ourselves, but to preserve it for the future. Once disturbed, as
seen by fire destruction, the regional landscape can be irreparably harmed by irresponsible
behavior that the land simply cannot support and takes as many as 20-30 years to recover. For the
people, migratory birds and the many animals that call the East Langell Valley home, the
destruction of habitat and changing of the groundwater flows would be devastating.
The document on page J-4 claims the scenic "impact will be negligible" since the site will not be
visible from "Goodlow Mountain Research Natural Area, OC&E Woods Line State Trail and Klamath
Falls-Lakeview Forest State Scenic Corrider." I beg to differ as I have seen hundreds of fishermen,
birders, bikers, hunters and those out to drive and see our state pass through the East Langell
Valley. Property values would be affected just as much as living in window view of the county
recycling site. The proposed solar site has no windfall of thick trees to hide it. There's not enough
water to grow tall trees. Low growing juniper and sage are on the surrounding hills. The facility
would be out in the open for all to see. A water sucking heat radiating concrete and glass eyesore
where once resided a peaceful wetland and rangeland.
In closing, I would like you to consider that Stanford Magazine points out that solar energy has a

higher carbon footprint than wind and nuclear energy. Ray Weiss, a professor of Geochemistry at
the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, explains that a number of solar panels release nitrogen
trifluoride (NF3), a chemical compound 17,000 times worse for the atmosphere than carbon
dioxide. As recently as 2015, he explained that many manufacturers were still struggling to figure
out how to contain its release into the atmosphere. In a recent discussion, many landowners'
concern was not for the present, but the future. What becomes of the wasted batteries years from
now? Where will the spent solar panels be discarded to? What about heavy metals? There are
many questions that have that have NOT been answered. We ask for more study on migration,
groundwater, as well as alternate site plans on non wetland/rangeland. Moreover, the plea is the
same, PLEASE do not ruin this quiet valley and local economy and habitat for this solar
development.
I sincerely thank you for your time.
George Lubbecke
Kat Lubbecke

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Ma hew Mar n
Thursday, October 29, 2020 4:29 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Ma hew Mar n
Bonanza Energy Facility - comments
Follow up
Completed

To Whom It May Concern,
I am wri ng to voice my strong opposi on to the proposed Bonanza Energy Facility.
I object to this project for many reasons, but the most concerning reason is how this
will devalue my land. The supplied map in the no ce that I received in the mail is of very
poor quality, but it is good enough for me to see that you plan to run the 500kV transmissions
lines through my property.
This will destroy the value of my land. I searched for many years to ﬁnd a property that was far
and distant from high tension transmission lines. As with the Swan Lake project, you propose
to use 500kV transmission lines. This no ce on the Bonanza project provides very li le
details, but I know from the Swan Lake project that these transmission line will be a ached to
towers that are very close to 180 feet in height. These will destroy the value of my land, and I
am certain that there are NO plans to compensate me for this loss. This amounts to a taking
of property by the government, without compensa on. This is at the very least immoral.
Another concern is the stated size and number of buildings for ba ery storage. Six hundred
feet square, and 30 feet high, with up to eleven of these? No thanks.
Ba eries and solar cells do not last forever. When you have to dispose of these, you will have a
lot of toxic waste to get rid of.
Why ba ery storage at all? I am certain that all the power you generate from this facility will
be going directly to California. How nice, we ci zens of Oregon will put up with the eyesore
and the damage to the environment so the folks in California can use the energy.
If you are running a solar farm, why not just deliver the energy directly to the electrical grid?
If you move some of that energy into charging ba eries, you diminish the output of the solar
plant. If you plan to put the stored energy onto the grid at night, you are selling your electricity
at a lower (non-demand) price.
I personally think the community would be be er served without this facility. That may be
a disappointment to the present private land owner who is set to make a substan al amount
of money on this project, while I personally get the sha . And ugly, property value destroying
power lines.
No Thanks. Do not do this project.
Sincerely,
Ma hew Mar n

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Diane Mc
Monday, October 26, 2020 8:16 AM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Proposed Bonanza Energy Facility
Follow up
Completed

We are wri ng in opposi on of the proposed Bonanza Energy Facility in Bonanza, OR
We are property owners and residents in the Langell Valley/Bonanza area for more than 26 +
years..
We see this facility as a detriment to our community and rural agricultural life and property. It is
zoned AG use and you are considering rezoning into commercial / industrial use.
In doing this you are disregarding prime agricultural land and the impact that it will have on our
environment including but not limited to birds, deer and antelope movement. This area is largely
used by many bald eagles throughout the year.
The ba ery storage alone encompasses 91 acres, a huge ﬁre hazard and hazardous waste, the
land will be ruined and never again suitable for agricultural use.
Not to men on a huge eye sore, not only to those of us driving by it on a daily basis, but what
about those property owners who have lived and developed their land through the years next to
this site to have their property values reduced.
We feel this is travicity and ask you to reconsider such an ac on as approving this facility.
Sincerely,
David and Patricia McCarley
48520 Gerber Rd.
Bonanza, OR

CLIFFORD Katie * ODOE
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Minnie Mendenhall <minniemendenhall0@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:16 PM
CLIFFORD Katie * ODOE
Langell Valley Power

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Hi Katie
For what it's worth I want to add that I'm not in favor of the plant that is supposed to be going in. I've lived out in this
Valley for 39 years and we do not need it taking up valuable pasture land that is getting hard to find! We need it for beef
and lamb, you can not eat power.
Sincerely Minnie Mendenhall
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Annie Metcalf
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:49 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
BOCC@Klamathcounty.org
Proposed Bonanza Energy Facility, Bonanza, OR

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
Ka e Cliﬀord, Senior Si ng Analyst:
In regards to the proposed construc on and opera on by Hecate Energy LLC of a PV Solar Energy
Facility and Ba ery Storage System, I am in extreme opposi on of such a plan. I live on East
Langell Valley Road, not far from this proposed site. I enjoy seeing the ca le, deer, antelope and
migratory birds that are in our area and on this ranch as well.
First of all, this is on agriculture/ mber zoned ground. One of the points from Hecate is that this is
on uncul vated ground. Grass is being grown and irrigated to provide feed to over 300 pair of
ca le as well as alfalfa and grain….far from being uncul vated. This working cow ranch provides
for a family and full- me hired hand as well as seasonal workers. This ranch borders the Lost River
and a year around exis ng pond (bird habitat). This is very concerning. Impacts on the area from
land degrada on from the toxins that are known to be in these PV Solar Panels and from the
Ba ery Storage facility would greatly be detrimental to the area, land, wildlife and water.
I really feel that the proposed use of water would greatly aﬀect any and all our wells, domes c
and irriga on, and is being down played in their proposal. They purport to use 800,000 gallons
per week for 2 months, then 48,700 gallons per week for 10 months, and then 3,150,000 gallons
for concrete etc and it goes on.
Irriga on for agriculture is a big issue in the Klamath Basin, and the last thing our community
needs right now, is to ﬁght another ba le over water. Agriculture is the backbone to our
community. We need to do all we can to protect it!
Stanford Magazine points out that solar energy has a higher carbon footprint than wind and
nuclear energy. Ray Weiss, a professor of Geochemistry at the Scripps Ins tu on of
Oceanography, explains that a number of solar panels release a nitrogen triﬂuoride (NF3), a
chemical compound 17,000 mes worse for the atmosphere than carbon dioxide. As recently as
2015, he explained that many manufacturers were s ll struggling to ﬁgure out how to contain its
release into the atmosphere. And this is just regarding the panels, along with the not knowing the
full impacts of the proposed ba ery storage facility and cooling requirements so close to so many
water drainages into the Lost River etc.
I believe we do not have enough data or research to protect our already struggling environment
and economy.
Please take into considera on the number of local lives, private property, and wildlife that will be
aﬀected by this proposed facility.
Thank you for your me,
Annie Metcalf
9091 E Langell Valley Rd

Bonanza, OR 97623

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

raymond molle
Monday, October 26, 2020 9:01 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
Bonanza Energy Facility Comment

Ka e,
I just wanted to start out by saying thank you for the opportunity for members of the
community to voice our concerns over the proposed Bonanza Energy Facility. I will do my best to
not allow my emo ons to supersede sound judgement. I do have grave concerns over this project
and the impact it will have on our community and more importantly on the environment around
us. I have listed those concerns below based on diﬀerent categories. I really hope that this facility
is denied its ability to build in this loca on.
1. Property Values - My home/property sits just across the valley from this loca on and my home
has a full 180 degree view of the en re proposed property. This facility will have a profound
nega ve impact on the value of my property and the other surrounding homes. To men on also,
some homes and/or proper es will be completely surrounded by this facility.
2. Renewable Energy - I am a BIG believer in renewable energy, I just installed an array on my
roo op that supports 90% of my energy use and also supplies energy to the grid when I am not
using it. I am excited to see what Hecate is doing around our country to wean our society oﬀ of
fossil fuels and onto cleaner products. However, I do feel it's important that we set these facili es
in the right loca ons. I was just driving from Burns down to Lakeview the other day and was
looking out at the vast amounts of unusable sagebrush land that would be amazing loca ons for
solar development. We have hundreds, if not thousands, of square miles in our state that doesn't
have any human popula on and would have very minimal impact on the wildlife popula on, so
why would we locate a 2,000 acre facility in the middle of a farming community and vibrant
wildlife zone?
3. Construc on - I work from home for a contractor that builds hyperscale data centers around the
world. I have the opportunity to lead the preconstruc on eﬀorts for these amazing and massive
facili es, not unlike this one being proposed. One thing that I respect so much about the clients I
work with is their sensi vity to the community they build in. Every datacenter we build is located
in a remote area away from the community and on land that is not already being useful in some
manner such as farming. One ﬁne example of this are the data centers near Prineville.
4. Wildlife - It actually blows me away that this project wasn't stopped in its tracks just for the
wildlife concerns alone. Any community member here will tell you that this property (the center
and northern por on) houses one of the largest deer herds around. They bed down on this
property and feed down to the north every evening. The southern part of the property houses a
large antelope popula on for most of the year. The eastern por on of the property bu s up
against a large marsh which is ﬁlled with migratory birds of every kind much of the year. Canadian
geese, snow geese, swans, a variety of ducks, and Sandhill Cranes can be found in the eastern
por on of the property every fall and spring.
5. Land Use - The eastern 200 acres or so are prime irrigated farmland which currently host a large
ca le herd much of the year. Much of the southern and western por on of the land is perfect land
for growing dryland wheat or irrigable land for livestock. Why would we remove our ability to
wisely manage beau ful farm ground for a solar facility that can be placed on numerous tracks of
land that produce nothing? I have included a snippet below showing BPA's transmission lines
travelling through very remote tracts of land throughout eastern oregon. Why are we not looking
to u lize these areas in lieu of the current proposed loca on?

I really do hope that Hecate is able to expand on their solar development but I hope that we can
all come together to ﬁnd a diﬀerent loca on that is more suitable for them, our community, and
our Wildlife. Please vote NO on this development here in Bonanza. Thank you for your me
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Sheri Noble
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 8:14 PM
CLIFFORD Ka e * ODOE
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Hello,
I have a ached a le er regarding the NOI we received for the Bonanza Energy Facility. In addi on,
I have a ached photos of the proposed land to demonstrate that it is high-value farm soil and
u lized by deer and wildlife.
Please review the le er and let me know if you have any ques ons or need addi onal
informa on.
Please send me a conﬁrma on that you received this email.
Thank you,
Sheri Noble
541-891-8806

To whom it may concern,

This email is sent in response to the notice of intent (NOI) we received regarding the construction of the
Bonanza Energy Facility.
Recently, it has been brought to our attention that Hecate Energy LLC has proposed a PV Solar Energy
Generation Facility on Teare Lane in the Langell Valley of Bonanza, Oregon. The proposed site is 2,733
acres that is currently zoned for Exclusive Farm Use - Cropland, Grazing (EFU-CG) and Forestry. The
notice of intent (NOI) includes usage of 1,851 acres for solar panels, 11 battery storage buildings that are
each 600 feet in length, 600 feet in width, and 30 feet tall, and undisclosed plans for the remaining
acreage.
Our ranch, as well as many of our neighbor’s ranches and homes will border this facility. Our livelihood,
legacy, safety, and community are under threat and we urge you to vote against this proposed Solar
Energy Facility for, but not limited to, the following reasons:
First, the land that is proposed for usage is zoned for Exclusive Farm Use – Cropland, Grazing (EFU-CG)
and Forestry. Giving up this precious commodity will be an irreversible decision that will affect
generations to come. The proposed site is a working family ranch with water rights from our local
irrigation districts and employs full and part time staff. Farmland is a resource that should not be taken
for granted and does not come in an unlimited supply. This is especially true, when there are options for
solar energy facilities on non-productive land closer to the proposed point of interconnect at the Captain
Jack Electric Substation. As stated by a local resident, Stephen Miller, in regard to giving up farmland for
solar facilities:
‘It would be setting a dangerous precedent if Klamath County approved this exception
because it would allow others in Klamath County to pursue projects on high-value
farmland. It’s not renewable, it precious, and once it’s taken out of use it’s gone.’
Second, water is a precious commodity that is often found in limited supply in Klamath County. The
proposed solar facility will be using 800,000 gallons of water per week for two months out of the year
and 48,700 gallons per week for the remaining 10 months. Additionally, 3,150,000 gallons of water will
be used on concrete and an undisclosed amount of water will be used for dust control and future
buildouts. With already limited resources, local ranchers and farmers could face further limits on
irrigation and water rights. Water usage will also jeopardize the Langell Valley aquifer and Bonanza
Springs that are the domestic well supply for the town of Bonanza. In addition to water usage, there is
concern regarding the outflow of used and excess water. The water in Lost River is already under review
by the DEQ due to quality and temperature. Any return flow or accidental spillage will further affect
these factors. Additionally, outflow from the water used in the cooling units can change the ecosystem
and affect our local wildlife.
Third, we are privileged to share our land and community with local wildlife. Farmers and ranchers
witness firsthand the interconnectedness and importance of every creature that we coexist with. Just as
wildlife nourish and protect our land, we must protect them. The construction of the facility will disrupt
the ecosystem and destroy animal habitats. Once complete the redirection of water to the facility can
have detrimental affects on plants and animals. Fencing will eliminate access to 2,733 acres. The heat

and reflective surfaces of solar panels will lead to deaths and injuries of birds, bats, and insects. The
Bonanza community shares its land with the Interstate deer herd migration path, Spring snow geese,
and local waterfowl, to name a few. We do not want to see our local wildlife, plants, habitats, and
ecosystems disturbed, displaced, destroyed, and killed by this solar facility. The studies conducted on
migrating birds and winter deer habitats did not accurately reflect the times of year and varying species
that use this land. Further evaluation and studies need to be conducted.
Fourth, community is a priceless commodity that is irreplaceable. Bonanza and the surrounding areas
have multiple centennial farms and ranches that have been passed down from generation to generation.
Land has been homesteaded and cultivated with years of hard work, sacrifice, determination, and
support of community. Bonanza is a place where neighbors still wave and smile, offer helping hands,
support each other, and always show up. Our children have been blessed to grow up in a world where
the value of a hard day’s work, family, and community are the norm. The building of this solar facility
will be stripping our community of its most precious resources. Instead of seeing a lush and productive
neighboring farm and ranch that supports and gives back to our community, we will see an industrial
solar facility that strips our community of its resources, damages our wildlife and sends the profits out of
our community and state. Our community already supports California with three major power lines and
gas lines. Please help us stop giving up any more of our resources.
Fifth, there are several safety and hazardous concerns regarding the solar facility. The hazardous waste
generated from the solar panels and batteries during installation, usage, and disposal are major
concerns to our environment and the health of wildlife and community members. Solar panels have a
life expectancy of 25 to 30 years and batteries are 5 to 15 years, respectively. Fire hazards are an
extreme danger in an area that is already at high risk of wildfires. As members of our local volunteer fire
department, we do not have the training, equipment, or funding to handle the fire risks of a facility of
this magnitude. The solar photovoltaic (PV) systems can cause high voltage arcs that are hot and known
to cause combustion in less than a second. Burning of solar panels and batteries release toxic chemicals
into the air that have detrimental effects on our environment and health. California has experienced a
1,127-acre fire from a solar facility. Due the close proximity of homes, farms, and ranches that will
border the facility on all sides, additional research and regulations need to be reviewed and established.
Sixth, decreased land value and loss of revenue from property taxes on all neighboring properties.
Farming and ranching are at the backbone of our country’s roots. Farmers and ranchers already fight an
uphill battle to remain sustainable due to droughts and natural disasters, taxes, expenses of operation,
and continual threats of large companies wanting to strip away farmland for gains.
With the increase in solar facilities over the past decade, it is imperative that regulations be established
to protect farm and forestry land. Non-productive land options need to be explored and utilized for solar
facilities before sustainable resources are given up permanently. Other counties in Oregon have been
working to establish regulations and protect high-value farm soil. Please vote against the Hecate Energy
LLC proposal and help up preserve our resources for this and future generations.

Sincerely,
Noble Livestock LLC

David R. Noble
Cheri L. Noble
Nicolas G. Noble
Lindsey P. Noble
Casey D. Noble
Sheri M. Noble

Please see attached photos of the property where the proposed Bonanza Energy Facility would be
constructed.

References

Bonanza Community (2020). Are you aware of the proposed Bonanza energy facility, to be located
southeast of Bonanza, Oregon? Retrieved October 23, 2020 from U.S. Postal Service.
Bre National Solar Centre. (2018, May 11). Fire and solar PV systems-investigations and evidence.
Retrieved from https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/786882/Fires_and_solar_PV_systems-Investigations_
_Issue_2.9.pdf
Energy Sage. (2020, October 23). How to choose the best battery for a solar energy system. Retrieved
October 26, 2020 from https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/energydevelopment/solar.html
Los Angeles Times. (2019, June 24). How a bird started a fire at a California solar farm. Retrieved
October 26, 2020 from https://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-bird-fire-solar-farm-20190624story.html
Novotny, T. (2019). Commissioners to vote on 94-acre farm-land solar project. Herald and News.
Retrieved from https://www.heraldandnews.com/news/local_news/community/commissioners
to-vote-on-94-acre-farm-land-solar-project/article_8009d701-81e4-541f-8bcea63f691c66c1.html
Poehler, B. (2019, January 25). Oregon adopts strict rules for solar panel farms on high-value farm soil.
Statesman Journal. Retrieved October 26, 2020 from https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/
news/local/stayton/2019/01/25/oregon-solar-farms-new-rules-high-valuefarmland/2609838002/

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (2018, May 2). Solar energy. Retrieved October 26, 2020 from
https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/energy-development/solar.html

