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To: Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council 
 
From: Duane Kilsdonk, Compliance Officer 
 
Date: May 28, 2021 
 

Subject: Klondike III Wind Project – Annual Monitoring for Wildlife Monitoring and 
Mitigation Plan (Condition 95) 

 

 
Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan Overview 
 
Klondike III Wind Project is a wind energy generation facility consisting of 176 wind turbines, 
with a peak generating capacity of 300 megawatts (MW). The facility is located in Sherman 
County, approximately 4 miles east of the town of Wasco and 5 miles south of the Columbia 
River. The Council issued a site certificate for the facility in 2006.  
 
Condition 95 of the site certificate states that, “The certificate shall conduct wildlife monitoring 
as described in the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (WMMP) that is incorporated in the 
Final Order on the Application as Attachment A and as amended from time to time.”  
 
The WMMP requires that the certificate holder implement short- and long-term wildlife 
monitoring during facility operation. Short-term wildlife monitoring requirements include a 2-
year post construction Bird and Bat Fatality Monitoring Program and Avian Use Surveys; both of 
these wildlife monitoring activities were completed in 2010-12. On-going long-term wildlife 
monitoring requirements include:  
 

• Long-Term Raptor Nesting Surveys (Every 5-years for operational life of facility; 2012, 
2017, 2022, etc.) 

• Wildlife Incident Response and Handling System (Ongoing) 
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Long-Term Raptor Nesting Surveys 
 
Raptor nesting surveys are required to be completed for the life of the facility, on a 5-year cycle. 
Raptor nesting surveys were completed in 2017; the next raptor nesting survey will be 
completed in 2022. The objectives of raptor nesting surveys are to estimate the size of local 
breeding populations of tree or other above ground-nesting raptor species within a 2-mile 
radius of the facility, and to determine whether facility operation is contributing to a reduction 
in nesting activity or nesting success in local Special status species raptor populations. A 
summary of raptor nesting survey results to date is presented in Table 1 below.  
 

Table 1: Long-Term Raptor Nesting Survey Results for Klondike III Wind Project 

Species 

2008 2012 2017 2022 

0.5 
m. 

0.5 to 2.0 
m. 

0.5 
m. 

0.5 to 2.0 
m. 

0.5 
m. 

0.5 to 2.0 
m. 

0.5 
m. 

0.5 to 2.0 
m. 

 

Golden Eagle 0 1 (2) 0 2 (5) 0 1 (1) - - 

Swainson’s Hawk 3 (3) 3 (2) 1 (0) 0 1 (0) 2 (0) - - 

Ferruginous 
Hawk 

0 1 (1) 0 0 0 0 - - 

Red-tailed Hawk 2 3 10 7 2 5 - - 

Unidentified 
Buteo 

0 1 0 0 0 0 - - 

Great Horned 
Owl 

0 0 1 2 0 3 - - 

Barn Owl 0 0 0 2 0 0 - - 

Long-eared Owl 0 1 0 0 0 0 - - 

Total Raptors =  5 10 12 13 3 11 TBD TBD 

 

Based on the long-term raptor nesting surveys to date, the certificate holder’s results 
demonstrate similar golden eagle territory occupancy and number of successful breeding 
attempts during 2008 and 2017. For tree-nesting raptors, the number of active and successful 
nests was similar in 2008 and 2017, but fewer in 2012. The certificate holder associates the 
results with changes and impacts near the facility including: the predominance of non-native 
habitat, an increase in the amount of human activity in the nesting season, increase in nesting 
by common ravens, harsh weather, low prey density, ongoing senescence and loss of suitable 
nest tress, and land use changes.   
 
No wildlife monitoring occurred in 2020. The next long-term raptor nest survey is scheduled for 
2022. 
 
Wildlife Incident Response and Handling System 
 
Monitoring activities during 2020 for this facility include the ongoing Wildlife Incident Response 
and Handling System, a program for responding to and handling avian and bat casualties found 
by personnel at the site during routine maintenance operations. In November 2020, operations 
personnel found an injured pronghorn antelope (injuries indicative of a car collision).  
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AR coordinated with Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife and Sherman County Sheriff to assess 
the pronghorn’s condition. A Sherman County Sheriff deputy was deployed to the site and 
humanely dispatched the pronghorn. 
 
Public Comments on Wildlife Monitoring Results 
 
Section 5 of the WMMP, Data Reporting, establishes an opportunity for the public to review and 
comment on monitoring results. Specifically the WMMP states, “The public will have an 
opportunity to receive information about monitoring results and to offer comment. Within 30 
days after receiving the annual report of monitoring results, the Department will make the 
report available to the public on its website and will specify a time in which the public may 
submit comments to the Department.” 
 
The Department received the annual monitoring results for the facility on April 30, 2021. In 
accordance with the terms of the WMMP, the Department provides a copy of the 2020 
monitoring results for the Klondike III Wind Project to the Council for review (attached) and 
posted a copy to the Department’s project website at: http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-
safety/facilities/Pages/KWP.aspx and has established 60-day timeframe to accept public 
comments.  
 
Public comments are due July 28, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. and may be submitted to Duane Kilsdonk at 
duane.kilsdonk@oregon.gov  
 
Attachments: Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (August 24, 2012) 
  2020 Wildlife Monitoring Report 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/KWP.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/KWP.aspx
mailto:duane.kilsdonk@oregon.gov
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Internal Use 

 
 

Klondike Wind Power III, LLC 
an Oregon limited liability corporation 
1125 NW Couch, Suite 700 
Portland, Oregon 97209 
 
April 30, 2021 
 
Duane Kilsdonk 
Senior Compliance Officer  
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301       
   
 
Reference:  OAR 345-026-0080  
Subject: Site Certificate Condition 22, Reporting Requirements – Annual Progress Report for 
2020 Operating Year 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kilsdonk: 
 
Pursuant to Site Certificate Condition 22, Avangrid Renewables, LLC (“AR”) is submitting this 
letter, along with supporting material, to satisfy the general reporting obligations for facilities 
under construction or in operation and provide updates to provisions of the site certificate as 
applicable.   
 

(a) Facility Status-Condition 22 (b) (i): 
 
Klondike III did not suffer unusual events in 2020. 
 
 

(b) Reliability and Efficiency of Power Production-Condition 22 (b) (ii): 
 
Provided separately under confidential cover. 
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Internal Use 

(c) Fuel Use-Condition 22 (b) (iii): 
 
Not Applicable.  Klondike III is a wind power facility not a thermal plant. 
 
 

(d) Status of Surety Information-Condition 22 (b) (iv): 
 
Surety Site Certificate Bond (Bond # K08571156) issued by Westchester Fire Insurance Company.  
The term of this Bond began on 12.1.2012 and is continuous in nature until cancelled.   This Bond 
originally provided assurance in the sum of $10,300,000. Effective January 2, 2021, the bond was 
increased from $11,523,000 to $11,857,000 (see attached: Klondike III - Bond K08571156 
Continuation Certificate 01.02.2021 – 01.02.2022). 
 

(e) Monitoring Report-Condition 22 (c) (v): 
 
Operational monitoring for the facility includes the Revegetation Plan (Condition 81), Weed 
Control Plan (Condition 89), WMMP (Condition 95), and Habitat Mitigation Plan (Condition 97).  
 
Condition 81:  Revegetation  
Monitoring of non-crop revegetation areas occurred in 2010, 2011, and 2012.   
Based on 2011 monitoring, it was determined that vegetation density and species composition 
at the project was trending to success. See 2017 annual report for summary of agency 
determinations on success criteria. Consequently, revegetation area monitoring was transitioned 
to a 5-year monitoring frequency beginning in 2018.  Monitoring in 2018 confirmed that 
revegetation areas continue to meet desired conditions and the next monitoring year will be 
2023.  

 
2020 
No revegetation monitoring occurred in 2020.  
 
Condition 89:  Weed Control 
Project continues to comply with Final Order.  A Weed Control Plan (Condition 11) was 
implemented as part of the condition requirement.  To satisfy the condition, a contract with 
Sherman County Weed control was established and is ongoing.   
 
Condition 95:  Wildlife Monitoring 
Post construction fatality monitoring and avian use surveys, per Section 1 and Section 3 of the 
WMMP, are complete. See 2011 annual report for results.  Post construction raptor nest surveys, 
per Section 2 of the WMMP, occurred in 2012 and 2014.  The first long-term raptor nest survey, 
per Section 2(c) of the WMMP, occurred in 2017. The next long-term raptor nest survey is 
scheduled for 2022.   

  
2020 
No wildlife monitoring occurred in 2020.  
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Internal Use 

 
Wildlife Reporting and Handling System  
In November 2020, operations personnel found an injured pronghorn antelope (injuries 
indicative of a car collision).  AR coordinated with Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife and Sherman 
County Sheriff to assess the pronghorn’s condition.  A Sherman County Sheriff deputy was 
deployed to the site and humanely dispatched the pronghorn. 
 
Condition 97:  Habitat Mitigation Area 
AR completed vegetation monitoring of the HMA annually between 2010 and 2012. Based on the 
2012 monitoring results, ODFW and ODFW agreed to transition to a 5-year monitoring period 
beginning in 2018.  Photo monitoring occurred in 2014 and 2015 to document success of weed 
control treatments.  See 2017 annual report for summary of agency determination on monitoring 
timelines. 

 
2020 
No monitoring occurred in 2020.   The next monitoring of the HMA is scheduled for 2023.  
 
 

(f) Compliance Report-Condition 22 (b) (vi): 
 
Klondike III had no instances of noncompliance in 2020. 
 
 

(g) Facility Modification Report-Condition 22 (b) (vii): 
 
In 2020, no facility modifications were implemented.  
 

(h) Non-Generating Facility Carbon Dioxide Emissions-Condition 22 (b)(viii) 
 
Not applicable.  Klondike III is not a non-generating facility that emits carbon dioxide. 

 
If you have any further questions or require additional information, please contact me at 360-
487-9950. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Cristina Balaban 
Asset Manager 
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Internal Use 

 
 
 
Enclosed:  

• Klondike III - Annual Report General Information Update - 2020; 

• Klondike III - Compliance Matrix - 2020; 

• Klondike III - Bond K08571156 Continuation Certificate 01.02.2021 – 01.02.2022; 

• Klondike III - 2.1(b)(ii) - Reliability and Efficiency of Power Production – 2020; and 

• Avangrid Renewables - letter for confidential treatment of capacity factors for Klondike 
III – 2020. 
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