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Due to inclement weather the Oregon 
Department of Energy Siting Division Staff 
and the Applicant team are not able to 
participate in person. Therefore the 
5:00PM Meet and Greet and 1:1 
conversations with ODOE and Applicant 
will not occur. 

The presentations on the process and the 
project will occur at the regularly 
scheduled time of 5:30PM.
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5:30 PM - Presentation/Webinar by
ODOE and applicant followed by Q & A



AGENDA

Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE)

• Overview of the state siting process 

• Upcoming milestones

• Opportunities for Public Comment

Applicant (Wagon Trail Energy Center, LLC) 

• Overview of proposed Wagon Trail Solar Project

Q&A with Audience

*This informational meeting is NOT a public hearing and will NOT include public testimony. 
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Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC) Review

• Consolidated review and oversight of 
most large-scale energy facilities and 
infrastructure in Oregon

• 7 Members of EFSC: Governor-appointed, 
Senate confirmed – Volunteers from around 
the State

• ODOE’s Siting Division is staff to EFSC
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http://solarserdar.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/croatian-pv-power-plants-solar-serdar.jpg?w=640


ENERGY FACILITY SITING PROCESS

Notice of 
Intent

Project 
Order

Application 
(pASC/ASC)

Draft 
Proposed 

Order

Proposed 
Order

Contested 
Case

Final Order 
and Site 

Certificate 

Applicant ApplicantODOE ODOE ODOE Hearing Officer EFSC

Public Notice,
Comment 

Period,  
Info. meeting

Agency 
Coord. 

Agency 
Coord.

5
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Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC) Review

Milestone Responsible Party Date

Notice of Intent (NOI) Applicant November 3, 2020

Project Order ODOE March 23, 2021

Amended NOI Applicant June 11, 2021

First Amended Project Order ODOE August 17, 2021

Preliminary Application for Site Certificate (pASC) Applicant August 31, 2022

Second Amended Project Order ODOE November 2, 2022

Application for Site Certificate (ASC) Applicant January 3, 2024

Draft Proposed Order (DPO) Issuance ODOE TBD (February)
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Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC) Review

Milestone Responsible Party Date

DPO Hearing ODOE/EFSC/Public/Applicant TBD (March) 

EFSC Review of DPO EFSC TBD (April) 

Proposed Order Issued Department TBD (April)

Contested Case Hearing Officer TBD (April-May)

EFSC Review of Proposed Order EFSC TBD (May)
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Complete Application

An Application is ‘Complete’ when:
• “…the applicant has submitted information adequate for 

the Council to make findings or impose conditions on all 
applicable Council standards.” [OAR 345-015-0190(5)]

The complete Application is used to draft 
findings and recommendations for EFSC 
review in the draft proposed order.

Complete Application ≠ Approval
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Application Requirements and 
Council Standards

9



Draft Proposed Order (DPO)

ODOE recommended findings of fact, 
conclusions of law and conditions to EFSC 
on each Council Standard

Incorporates/evaluates agency 
comments/recommendations/conditions

Notice of Issuance of DPO 
• Notice to Reviewing Agencies 

• Public Notice
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Public Participation at DPO Phase

The DPO notice will initiate the opportunity for 
public comment on the proposed facility

Notice opens comment period and provides 
details on public hearings

The public may submit comments by: 
• Online comment portal, Mail, email, hand-

delivery, or fax during the comment period 

• Providing written or oral comments at the DPO 
public hearing
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Public Participation at DPO Phase (cont’d)

• Persons commenting on DPO during that time are eligible to be considered 
for party status in the contested case proceeding. 
• The Council will not accept comments on the application or on the DPO after the 

close of the record at the conclusion of the DPO public hearing.

• For consideration in the contested case, issues raised must be raised with 
sufficient specificity so that the Council, the Department, and the applicant 
understand the issue raised and are afforded an opportunity to respond to 
the issue. 

• To raise an issue with sufficient specificity, a person must present facts that 
support the person’s position on the issue.
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Public Participation at DPO Phase (cont’d)

Effective Comments

• Referencing specific siting standards 
& providing specific information 
supporting whether or not a 
standard has been met

• Stating supporting facts in comments 
& attaching reference materials 

• Referencing specific pages or 
sections of the application or DPO

Less Effective

• Stating support or opposition to a 
facility 

• Only providing a copy of a report 
without presenting any analysis or 
facts related to compliance with a 
standard

• Raising issues outside of EFSC’s 
jurisdiction

• Making unsubstantiated statements
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Wagon Trail Solar - Project Page

14https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/WES.aspx 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/WES.aspx


Helpful Resources 
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https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/WTS.aspx

https://odoe.powerappsportals.us/en-US/SitingPublicComment/

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/Pages/default.aspx



Chase McVeigh-Walker, Senior Siting Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy

550 Capitol St. NE
Salem, OR  97301
(971) 600-5323

Chase.mcveigh-walker@energy.oregon.gov

16

ODOE Contact

mailto:kathleen.sloan@energy.oregon.gov
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January 17, 2024

Ryan Hill

Wagon Trail Solar Project
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• Wagon Trail Energy Center, LLC a wholly owned subsidiary of NextEra Energy 
Resources, LLC (NEER). NEER is the world's largest generator of renewable 
energy from the wind and sun, a world leader in battery storage and is driving 
the development of the green hydrogen economy. Nearly all of our electricity 
comes from clean or renewable resources, including wind, solar, natural gas 
and nuclear energy facilities that are located in 40 states and Canada. 

Applicant Background

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting
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NextEra Energy Resources in Oregon

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting
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NextEra Energy Resources in Oregon

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting
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NextEra Energy Resources in Oregon

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting

NextEra Energy Resources' Oregon Wind Energy Centers

Name County MW

Stateline Umatilla 123

Vansycle II Umatilla 102

Wheatridge Renewable Energy Facility I (sold to PGE) Morrow 100

Wheatridge Renewable Energy Facility II Morrow 200

Wheatridge East (development) Umatilla, Morrow 300

NextEra Energy Resources' Oregon Solar Energy Centers

Name County MW

Wheatridge Renewable Energy Facility III Morrow 50

Wagon Trail Energy Center (development) Morrow 500

NextEra Energy Resources' Oregon Battery Energy Storage Systems

Name County MW

Wheatridge Renewable Energy Facility III Morrow 30

Troutdale Energy Storage (development) Multnomah 200

Wagon Trail Energy Center (development) Morrow 500
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• Up to 500 megawatts (MW) of solar, battery storage system 
capable of storing up to 500 MW 

• Approximately 7,450 acres located in Morrow County, Oregon. 
Solar array footprint is approximately 3,641 acres within the 
boundary

• Interconnects to the existing Blue Ridge Substation

• Existing capacity on Blue Ridge to Morrow Flat Transmission 
Line 

• Employs on average 150 people during construction

Wagon Trail Solar Project Overview

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting

Year Activity

Summer 2024 Issuance of Wagon Trail Solar Project  Site Certificate

Phase 1, 2025/2026 Phase 1 Begin and Complete Construction - 240-MW Development

Phase 2, 2026/2027 Phase 2 Begin and Complete Construction - 260-MW Development

Winter 2030 Construction Completion Deadline for All Phases
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Site Boundary



Area Map
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Area Map
(Amended Wheatridge East Boundary)
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• Up to 95k households could be provided 
clean, renewable energy by the Wagon Trail 
Solar Project

• Creates jobs

• Diversifies income stream for landowners

• Has minimal visual and sound impacts

• Does not consume or discharge water for 
energy production

• Does not produce airborne toxins, acid rain 
or global warming emissions

Benefits of Solar Energy

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting
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BESS

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting
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BESS

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting
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Ryan Hill: Senior Project Manager - (561) 834-9425

- Ryan.Hill@NextEraEnergy.com

NextEra Contact

Wagon Trail Energy Center Public Information Meeting



Q&A and Comments

The Department will Establish Time Limits, if Necessary. 

Thank You for Your Patience While We Work on This. 
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Webinar Participants
The bottom right of the main window is a set of icons: 

Click on “Participants”
The bottom right of the participant window is a hand icon, click on the hand:  

Clicking on it again will lower your hand.

Phone Participants
Press *3 on your telephone keypad to raise your hand.
Press *3 again on your telephone keypad to lower your hand.



Chase McVeigh-Walker, Senior Siting Analyst
Oregon Department of Energy

550 Capitol St. NE
Salem, OR  97301
(971) 600-5323

Chase.mcveigh-walker@energy.oregon.gov
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ODOE Contact

mailto:kathleen.sloan@energy.oregon.gov
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