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What are Holistic Negotiations

• The Holistic Negotiations is an agreed 
framework for safe waste retrieval 
and treatment at the Hanford Site 
between U.S. Department of Energy 
(USDOE), the Washington State 
Department of Ecology, and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). 

• Current discussions revolve around 
the milestones to retrieve waste from 
22 tanks in Hanford’s 200 West Area 
by 2040 that includes options for 
grouting rather than traditional 
vitrification methods.
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• An analysis of the potential environmental 
impacts of the project.

• Relies on several previous environmental 
impact statements.

• Compares the options of shipping liquids 
versus grouting on site (with buildout) and 
road versus rail transport.

• Pending a Waste incidental to Recovery 
(WIR) decision that this is Low Level Waste. 

Milestone M-045-135 Retrieve 22 tanks in 200W

WHAT IS 200W SUPPLEMENTAL ANALYSIS 
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Conclusion

• Schedule/Budget

• DFHLW

• Secondary Waste

• Supplemental Treatment

• Retrieval Technologies

• HLW Forbearance

4https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/5_-_FINAL_Holistic-Agreement_HAB_Full_Board_Briefing_May_07_2025[90].pdf



Conclusion

• Schedule/Budget

• DFHLW

• Secondary Waste

• Supplemental Treatment

• Retrieval Technologies

• HLW Forbearance
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https://www.hanford.gov/tocpmm/files.cfm/Combined_Industry_Day_Presentation_V4f.pdf



Governor Kotek’s 
Concerns

6



7

• Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board 
(OHCB) 

• Oregon Department of Energy 
(ODOE)

• Tribal Governments 

• Industry and Environmental 
Groups

All submitted comments on the 
200W Supplemental Analysis 
DOE/EIS-0391-SA-5 

• Inherently riskier to transport liquids 
• Need for broad engagement
• Appropriateness of risk analysis and 

reliance on older Environmental Impact 
Statements

• The scale of the project and off-site 
impacts perhaps at a National Level are 
quite large

• Desire for more clarity in routes and 
classification of material proposed to be 
shipped

Comments 

RECAP

ODOE and OHCB Concerns



MAY 24 2024 TRANSPORTATION

• Class A

• Clive (Utah) and WCS (Texas) can accept.

• Assumption that this will have a long 
journey in Oregon.

• Majority of shipments are Class A and, as 
function of distance, are listed as lower cost 
to go to Clive.

• The assumption is that most/all shipments 
will pass through Oregon. 
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• Keep in mind the safety aspect of the 
natural shielding of concrete.

• Mixing radioactive liquid with grouting 
mix also dilutes the radioactive 
content.

• Reduces danger of High pH (alkaline) 
waste to waterways.

• How will other hazards such as 
volatiles be addressed?



WHY IS CLASS A IMPORTANT

• Class A is the lowest level of NRC regulated 
Low Level Waste

• Tends to have lower dose rates

• Shipping containers are generally available 
and lower qualification requirements

• Much more disposal capacity for Class A if 
90% of all solidified waste goes to Clive 
Utah it is only 16% of disposal capacity.

• The assumption remains that most/all Class 
A shipments will pass through Oregon. 
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TRANSPORTATION
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WHAT'S CHANGED 

• The fissile exemption is 15 
grams(g) per container 
rather than 2g as assumed 
in the FFRDC study.

• The 7.5X increase means 
every tank could likely ship 
up to 5000 gallons of 
treated liquid per ISO 
container.

• Standardization is offset 
by the increased volume 
estimate now at 32MGal. 

11https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-34478



WHAT'S THE SAME: SOLID FORM IS STILL BETTER
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• Dilutes and fixes the radioactivity: safer and more materials qualify as Class A.

• Naturally self shielding: safer lower dose rates closer to the assumptions in the 1997 PEIS and 
if TBI doses hold true may meet the 1mR/hr rate.

• Less variability in shipping container and uses widely available materials and predictable 
footprint: safer

• Fewer transportation events means less potential for incidents and more efficient fuel use: 
safer and more sustainable. Now Uncertain.

• If an accident occurs, solid form contains pollution spread: manageable; controls the caustic 
hazard, metals, nitrates, and potentially other volatile components.

• Supports employment and economic activity in the local region. More sustainable. Limits 
system wide impacts from grouting 2.9MGal. Of liquid off site.



• The WIR for 200W tanks is expected soon

• M-062-64 critical path schedule for permitting, 
constructing, and commissioning facilities and 
infrastructure needed to perform separation, 
pretreatment, and/or treatment, and mode of 
transport, for off-site disposal due end of year.

• Will there be more contract or RFPs released 
this year in support of M-062-64 decisions?

Milestone M-062-64 12/31/26 and WIR

NEXT STEPS
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https://www.hanford.gov/tocpmm/files.cfm/Combined_Industry_Day_Presentation_V4f.pdf



• The WIR for 200W tanks is expected soon

• M-062-65 critical path schedule for permitting, 
constructing, and commissioning facilities and 
infrastructure needed to perform separation, 
pretreatment, and/or treatment, and mode of 
transport, for off-site ODOE invoices quarterly 
based on the above records.

• Will there be more contract or RFPs released

Milestone M-062-65 12/31/26 and WIR

Next steps
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https://www.hanford.gov/tocpmm/files.cfm/Combined_Industry_Day_Presentation_V4f.pdf
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• Will the volatiles treatment envisioned in industry 
day remove that hazard to waterways. Solid form 
also mitigates corrosive hazard.

• Will dose rate in treated waste get closer to 
previous EIS’s limits? TBI data may be illuminating 
but grouted material is still self-shielding.

• Need more clarity on shipping routes, classification, 
and volumes: is the FFRDC report, SA-05, or the 
upcoming WIR closest to expected reality? 

• Without an EIS process how will DOE engage 
impacted communities and emergency 
responders? Perhaps a roadshow like WIPP?

Future Answers

CONTINUED QUESTIONS

15https://www.hanford.gov/tocpmm/files.cfm/Combined_Industry_Day_Presentation_V4f.pdf
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Questions?

matt .hendr ickson@energy.oregon.gov

Thank You
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