
Fueling Up in Oregon: 

Supply & Pricing 
Recent local and national headlines have highlighted what many Oregonians are experiencing 
when they stop to get gas: prices have increased at the pump.  

International and national actions are affecting prices across the country, including here in 
Oregon. While Oregonians are seeing fuel costs go up, the state does not expect to experience 
any fuel shortages. 

 

So where do our transportation fuels come from, and what 

affects prices? 
The Pacific Northwest has no crude oil resources and is isolated from the nation’s major petroleum 
production regions. There are five major oil refineries located in Washington State, two near Bellingham, 
two near Anacortes, and one in Tacoma. These refineries import the crude oil required for fuel 
production from North Dakota, Alaska, and Canada.  

The Washington State refineries provide more than 90 percent of the refined petroleum products used in 
Oregon, which are delivered via the Olympic pipeline and barged to multiple Portland-area terminals. 
These terminals receive, store, blend, and transfer renewable fuels and petroleum products. Some of this 
product flows in a pipeline south to Eugene, and jet fuel is delivered in another pipeline directly to the 
Portland International Airport. The Eugene distribution hub serves southern, central, and eastern 
Oregon. Towboats with tank barges also carry refined renewable fuels and petroleum products up the 
Columbia River to Pasco, Washington, to service eastern communities in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. 
A major refined fuel product pipeline crosses eastern Oregon, originating in Utah and terminating at 
Pasco. Some of this fuel makes its way back into Oregon via truck. 

Many factors influence the price of fuel. Much of the 
overall price of fuel comes from the crude oil itself, as well 
as the costs to refine the oil into useful fuel. Other costs 
include distribution and marketing by petroleum 
companies. Federal and state taxes also affect gas prices. 
State taxes are levied on transportation fuels by the gallon 
to fund the creation, preservation, and maintenance of 
Oregon’s roads and highways – as of 2026, Oregon’s fuel 
tax rate is 40 cents per gallon of gasoline or diesel. Many 
cities also levy taxes on fuels by the gallon to preserve 
and maintain local roads. There is also additional cost due 
to compliance with regulations, such as the Oregon Clean 
Fuels Program and Climate Protection Program. 
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