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Building Energy Reduction 
Incentive (BERI) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
What kind of buildings are eligible for the BERI incentive? 
Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tribal buildings are eligible for the BERI incentive. Tier 1 and Tier 2 property 
types covered include office buildings, hotels, multifamily residential buildings, hospitals, 
schools, university buildings and more. Refer to the OR BPS webpage and guidance documents 
to see if your building is covered. 

Can a building owner submit applications for all buildings on a campus 
or apply as a set of grouped buildings? 
No, a building owner can only submit applications for up to two individual buildings on a 
campus or in a set of grouped buildings. 

How many applications can a building owner submit? 
A building owner may submit a maximum of two applications during each BERI funding round. A 
building owner is limited to a total of two BERI incentive awards for ALL BERI funding rounds. 

To be eligible, does a building need to have an Energy Use Intensity 
(EUI) higher than its Energy Use Intensity target (EUIt)?  
Yes, all buildings (Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tribal) must have an initial Energy Use Intensity that exceeds 
its Energy Use Intensity target. 

Are exempt buildings eligible for an incentive? 
No, exempt buildings, or buildings that plan to apply for an exemption, are not eligible for any 
BERI incentives.   

If a building owner is awarded an incentive, when must the owner 
complete recommended Energy Efficiency Measures? 
Both Tier 1 and Tier 2 buildings must implement the Energy Efficiency Measures (EEMs) 
recommended in their BERI application before the building’s early compliance date. Early 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Pages/BPS.aspx
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compliance dates are one year in advance of Tier 1 OR BPS compliance dates and on the 
compliance date for Tier 2 buildings. Refer to the Opportunity Announcement and the table 
below for BERI early compliance dates.  

Gross Floor 
Area (excludes 
parking 
garages) 

Property Type 
Tier / Compliance 
Date 

Early 
Compliance 
Date for BERI* 

35,000 to 
90,000 square 
feet 

Nonresidential, Hotel, or 
Motel 

Tier 1 / June 1, 2030 June 1, 2029 

90,000 to 
200,000 square 
feet 

Nonresidential, Hotel, or 
Motel 

Tier 1 / June 1, 2029 June 1, 2028 

200,000 square 
feet and greater 

Nonresidential, Hotel, or 
Motel 

Tier 1 / June 1, 2028 June 1, 2027 

20,000 to 
35,000 square 
feet 

Nonresidential, Hotel, or 
Motel 

Tier 2 / July 1, 2028 July 1, 2028 

35,000 square 
feet and greater 

Multifamily, Hospital, School, 
University, Dormitory, 
Barracks, Prison, 
Residential/Senior Care 
Facility 

Tier 2 / July 1, 2028 July 1, 2028 

*Tier 1 and 2 Tribal buildings must complete Energy Efficiency Measures before October 1, 
2028. 
 

Do Tier 2 buildings need to complete an energy audit? 
Yes, all BERI applications – for Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tribal buildings – must include a completed 
Form E: Energy Audit and a supporting energy audit report.  

Is the energy audit a Level 1 or Level 2 ASHRAE audit? 
The energy audit for the BERI program falls somewhere between a Level 1 and a Level 2 ASHRAE 
energy audit as specified by ASHRAE 211. The BERI audit must quantify energy savings and costs 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/BPS-BERI-Round2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/BERI-Form-E.xlsx
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for all recommended EEMs and describe the existing energy systems where these EEMs are to 
be implemented. A successful BERI application fully explains the information summarized in 
BERI Form E in the supporting Energy Audit report. Note that when an energy audit is needed 
for full OR BPS compliance, an ASHRAE Level 2 audit is required, including a review of all major 
energy-using systems and equipment in the building and EEMs that are investigated but not 
recommended. Note that if a building has had an energy audit within the previous five years, 
that energy audit can be used to apply to BERI. 

How much total funding is available? 
Total funding available for the BERI program was approximately $12 million, with approximately 
$8 million reserved for Tier 1 buildings, $3 million for Tier 2 buildings, and $900,000 for Tribal 
buildings. After BERI Round 1 awards were determined, BERI Round 2 has approximately $7.7 
million in incentives available for Tier 1 buildings, $3 million for Tier 2 buildings, and $900,000 
for Tribal buildings. ODOE may offer up to three funding rounds depending on available funding 
after Round 2.    

Once completed, does a building owner need to submit invoices for the 
costs associated with Energy Efficiency Measures? 
Yes, to receive payment, a building owner must submit an itemized list of costs and final 
invoices for the implementation of all EEMs, as well as evidence that the EEMs have been 
successfully completed, such as a final permit sign-off or a building occupancy certificate. 

Does an energy professional need to complete the energy audit? 
Yes, an energy audit and BERI Form E must be completed by a Qualified Energy Auditor who is 
on the OR BPS Energy Professionals List. Please refer to the Guidance Document regarding 
Energy Professionals on the OR BPS webpage to understand the requirements and 
responsibilities of OR BPS energy professionals. 

When will the Round 2 opportunity end? 
The Round 2 opportunity will end either when all funds are awarded or by December 11, 2026, 
180 days after the Round 2 opening date. See the OR BPS incentives page for the program 
schedule. 

How will I know how much funding is remaining in the program? 
The funding totals will be updated monthly on the OR BPS incentives page and regular notices 
will be emailed out to the OR BPS mailing list.  Subscribe to OR BPS mailing list. 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/BERI-Form-E.xlsx
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/OR-BPS-Energy-Pro-Listings.xlsx
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/BPS006-professionals.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/BPS006-professionals.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Pages/BPS-Incentives.aspx
http://web.energy.oregon.gov/cn/a6n53/subscribe
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How will applicants be selected this round? 

ODOE will award funding for this round on a first come, first served basis. Once an application is 
submitted, it will be reviewed for completeness and eligibility. Applications that pass the initial 
review will then undergo a deeper review of their application materials by the OR BPS team. 
Once all application requirements have been met, applicants will be notified of the next steps in 
the award process. 

Do Tier 1 and Tier 2 buildings have different Energy Use Intensity 
targets? 
No, the basis for Energy Use Intensity targets is the same for Tier 1 and Tier 2 buildings. Use the 
OR BPS EUI Target Tool to find targets specific to each building based on its activity type, hours 
of operation, and climate zone.  

Can non-target buildings receive an incentive from BERI? 
Yes, as long as they get energy audits and implement all the Energy Efficiency Measures 
recommended in that audit. 

More questions? 
Contact the team at Oregon.BPS.BERI@energy.oregon.gov. 

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/save-energy/Documents/OR-BPS-EUI-Target-Tool.xlsx
mailto:Oregon.BPS.BERI@energy.oregon.gov
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