
Oregon State Lands &
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Founding member | National Estuarine Research Reserve System 
(1974)

Mission 
To improve the stewardship and understanding of 
Pacific Northwest estuaries and coastal watersheds

Research, education & training, land stewardship 

6000 acres | Coos Bay watershed

South Slough 
National Estuarine Research Reserve

Coastal Training Program 
Training and technical assistance for coastal 
managers

Goal: Increase the use of science-based information 
by coastal decision makers

Training is needs based and audience driven



Data providers staying informed 
about emerging sources, 
technologies and services

Need: Improving access to data

Matching data 
consumers with data 

resources and providers 

Professional turnover 
loss of knowledge 

about local data, 
affecting incoming 

staff

Improved accessibility 
to dark data 
(“disk data”)

Find or 
develop 

data tools 
and services 

or adapt 
existing 
tools to 

meet new 
needs. 



Brainstorm strategies for sharing 
or accessing data

Data producers, users, and consumers seeking to…

Enhance public databases using 
local data

Address challenges, remove 
barriers to acquiring, using, and 

sharing data



E.g., coastal hazard 
planning, climate change 

adaptation, invasive 
species, land conservation 

and development

Regional scope

Plan for future data 
and data access 

needs

Draw upon multiple 
disciplines and data 

frameworks to develop 
integrated solutions 



Networking opportunities 

Skills development and professional 
growth (short courses, training, product 
or tool demonstrations)

Entry ramp for new data consumers (esp. 
those who are unfamiliar with Oregon’s 
data landscape)

Oh…and don’t forget food!!



Relevance to Oregon Geographic Information Council 

Geographic information seen as a critical asset

• Opportunities for leveraging outside funds are fully explored and realized.

Objectives

Vision

• Organizations capitalize on 
investments in GIS.

• Access to data and 
technology is more consistent 
with less regional disparity.

Collaborative partnerships develop, promote 
and use geographic information



Next Steps
Reach out to data community leaders to help build out the data fair concept.

South Coast Users Group, ORURISA and other GIS user groups, Oregon Geospatial 
Enterprise Office, Frameworks Implementation Team, Frameworks Forum

Plan and present a pilot data fair
• Regional scope (e.g., coastal zone? URISA user groups?)
• Thematically-based?

E.g., tsunami response, invasive species, storm water management, climate change

• Framework-based?
Individual (e.g., imagery)
Subset of frameworks (e.g., informing estuary plan revisions; transportation resiliency)

• Accommodate
Immediate needs and future planning
Training and professional development
Networking
Proprietary protections for data and data products



Questions? 
Suggestions?

Thank You!
John Bragg, Coastal Training Coordinator

South Slough Reserve
PO Box 5417

Charleston OR 97420

(541) 888-5558 ext. 129
John.bragg@state.or.us


