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GISCorps: A Volunteer 
Community of GIS 

Professionals



What is GISCorps?

A Program of Urban and Regional 
Information System Association (URISA), 

GISCorps coordinates short-term 
volunteer GIS services to communities in 

need worldwide



GISCorps started in 2003 when 
our founder, Shoreh Elhami, had a 

simple idea and question:

Would GIS professionals be 
willing to volunteer their time and 
expertise – for a short time – to 

communities in need? 

History of GISCorps



Volunteers from across the globe

Volunteers reside in 117 countries at last count
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2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Projects 2 8 9 9 14 12 8 26 24 20 21 10 20 18
Volunteers 2 47 13 12 50 20 50 78 137 39 208 244 142 394
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Projects Volunteers

GISCorps Launched Missions 
(2004 – 2017)

Launched 217 Missions in 69 countries. Using 1,492 volunteers



Mission Locations 

92 Disaster Response, 125 Non-disaster Projects



On-site Mission:
Ebola Project with the World Health Organization (WHO)

Switzerland, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Liberia



Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, & Maria
Earthquakes in Mexico & Iran/Iraq

70 volunteers
500 hours contributed
Digitizing
Validating
DHN network





Training & Technical workshops

GIS Needs Assessment & Strategic Planning

Building/Designing/Cleaning Databases

Remote Sensing

Spatial Analysis & Modelling

Geo-coding

Story Maps/Application development

Basic data entry/digitizing

Areas of Expertise



OpenStreetMap.org



OSM data structure
highway = track
tracktype=grade4
surface=ground
smoothness=bad
name=paddy road
foot=yes
bicycle=yes
oneway=no
access=yes

(Ushirombo Tanzania, 2015)



highway = track
highway = path



OSM
Node Density
2017







The heatmap for bdiscoe





“Open” means 
more than the 
data is open



The online Résumé of the user



tasks.hotosm.org





Imagery is not sacred





GPS track
& lidar
Santiam State Forest

GPS is not sacred
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