
 

MEETING SUMMARY 

CENTRAL OREGON REGIONAL SOLUTIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Date: May 28, 2015 

Committee members present: 
Mike Hollern, Convener 
Becky Johnson, VP OSU Cascades 
Amy Tykeson, Tykeson and Associates 
Betty Roppe, Prineville Mayor 
George Endicott, Redmond Mayor 
Ken Mulenex, La Pine Mayor 
Lonny Macy, Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 
Andrew Spreadborough, Exec Dir. Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council 
Mae Houston, Jefferson County Commissioner 
Mike McCabe, Crook County Judge 
Fran Willis, Oregon Community Foundation 
Victor Chudowsky, Councilor City of Bend 
Melanie Widmer, Madras Sanitary 
 
Regional Solutions Team: 
Rob Del Mar, Oregon Department of Energy 
Kim Travis, Oregon Housing and Community Services 
Kelly Hill, Department of Environmental Quality 
Clark Jackson, Business Oregon 
Rob Hardie, Department of Transportation  
 
Guests (spellings may be incorrecty): 
Karen Swirsky, City of Bend 
Cate O’Hagan, Arts Central 
Jamie Chrisman, Bend Chamber 
Angela Price, Pacific Power 
Nunzie Gould 
Elise Wolf 
Eva Eagle 
Sid Snyder 
Kimmery Jellon 
Marianne Moore 
 
Arts and Culture:  Cate O’Hagan gave an update on the grant application that Arts Central submitted to 
the Cultural Trust May 15th.  The project is to will create a Central Oregon Creative Economy Plan 
designed with a focus on economic development through arts and culture.  Ultimately, the goal of the 
Creative Economy Plan is to inform and guide Arts Central, community partners and CORSAC in the use 
of arts and culture to support the retention, stabilization and expansion of the creative (as broadly 
defined) economy, and the general economy, in Jefferson, Crook and Deschutes Counties.  The grant 



funds, along with philanthropic funds, will be used to hire a consultant, Paul Nicholson, to work 
collaboratively with regional stakeholders.  Grant application is for $15,000 with private and 
philanthropic contributions to more than match the requested amount. 
 
Legislative Update:  Annette Liebe provided a brief update on Ways and Means Capital Construction 
Subcommittee hearing scheduled for May 29th.  Overall, the feedback received to date was that flexible 
lottery revenue that support program start up costs, work force development and entrepreneurship will 
be harder to secure.   
 
OSU Update: Becky Johnson provided a short update on OSU Cascades.  OSU Cascades has an 
agreement with COCC that the freshman beginning in Fall 2015 will be enrolled both at OSU Cascades 
and COCC.  Freshman are also eligible to live in the new Residence Hall being built by COCC.  Freshman 
class is expected to be 100 students. Most OSU Cascades 2014 graduates have already secured jobs.    
 
Prineville Outreach Meeting: Mayor Roppe and Kelly Hill (DEQ) provided an update on the projects the 
RST is working on as a result of the RST outreach meeting in Prineville in April.  Focus is on reducing 
economic development barriers, improving public health and housing stock by reducing smoke from 
outdated woodstoves.  Kelly Hill has been leading the team to identify federal and private funding to 
help with home weatherization and installation of alternative heating systems.  USDA Rural 
Development, Cascade Natural Gas, Neighbor Impact and Oregon Housing and Community Services are 
all partnering to assist homeowners with weatherization audits, home improvements and paperwork.  
The other follow up will focus on the city’s ongoing efforts for downtown revitalization. 
 
Review of Regional Priorities: 
 
Committee members reviewed the “tiered” priorities. 
 
Public comment:  Annette passed out hard copies of the electronic comments received through the 
Regional Solutions website. Several commenters talked about the importance of water availability and 
supported including it in the “top tier” priorities.  Commenters identified Oregon land use laws as 
important and indicated that the environmental values of the region (clean water and air, scenic vistas, 
habitat, etc.) need to be viewed as an asset; livability needs to be part of what the advisory committee 
values.  Some expressed concern that the priorities of the committee could create conflicts with current 
land based lifestyles.  The words “streamline processes” raise red flags.  Another commenter highlighted 
the importance of micro enterprises and small businesses to the region. 
 
Committee members agreed that the naming of the priorities needed to be revised from “Top and 
Second Tier Priorities” in order to ensure that no one perceives water availability as a lower tier priority 
than others.  All acknowledged that there are others working diligently on the water availability issue 
and the committee’s role is limited to providing assistance when needed.   
 
Several committee members expressed their support for public involvement in the process and for 
livability as a key value for the region though some suggested current processes allow opponents to 
delay projects for long periods. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  September 3, 2015 10:00 am – noon.  Location TBD. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


