Mid-Columbia Economic Resilience Team Meeting
May 1, 2020
Jessica Metta (MCEDD) started the meeting with introductions.
Jessica Metta (MCEDD) provided some details about Washington’s reopening plans. Starting on
May 5, Washington will allow reopening of a number of outdoor recreational activities including
fishing, hunting, playing golf, and day-use of some state parks and lands managed by
Department of Natural Resources, State Parks and Fish and Wildlife, though these efforts will
be scaled back down if the public does not adhere to social distancing measures. Governor
Inslee also announced that low-risk construction projects already underway will be able to
resume.
Kevin Waters (Skamania EDC) stated that county officials are awaiting guidance from Governor
Inslee around the specific guidelines of Washington’s reopening framework. Dave McClure
(Klickitat County Economic Development) noted that the Governor would be holding a press
briefing about reopening guidelines later today and should provide substantive guidance
around Washington’s reopening framework. To see the Governor’s remarks, watch here.
Nate Stice (Regional Solutions) mentioned that Oregon has released five draft guidance
documents for reopening the state, noting that state officials are leading the framework under
the guidance of public health officials. Nate encourage the group to help businesses think about
overarching guidelines that will apply to all as we begin to reopen such as providing more space
for social distancing, implementing additional cleaning practices, etc. Nate asked the group
whether or not they thought businesses could reopen under the current guidelines and if no,
why not? For each of the associated guideline documents (general employers, restaurants,
retail) the group had mixed reactions to reopening per the draft guidelines. Concerns included:
• Businesses will have a hard time opening at limited capacities – revenues will be less if
openings are limited and with expected reduction in number of customers, but
expenses will be the same, if not more, because of additional requirements.
o Sarah Sullivan (Gorge Grown Food Network) noted that it has taken significantly
more staff time to ensure safety at Farmers Markets due to a requirement for
social distancing officers, messaging to the public, and an increased demand for
food from Gorge Grown. They increased staff from 2 at markets pre-COVID to 6
plus 3 volunteers (social distance officers). The increase in staffing needs for
markets will keep certain small farmers markets from opening or delaying their
opening.
• There is confusion over requirements and when reopening will take place. The
messaging about reopening for specific business clusters has been confusing for some
business owners.
o It was noted that petitions have been going around to salon owners that contain
confusing language that some may interpret as an okay to reopen May 1.

o Peter Mitchell (Port of Arlington) asked if it would be appropriate for restaurants
to implement outdoor seating as the economy moves towards reopening. Nate
responded that when it is OK to reopen, this could be a good strategy to explore.
o Nate clarified that the health criteria for reopening have not yet been met in the
State, so the business sectors identified in the guidance documents do not have
the okay to reopen yet.
Michael Held (Business Oregon) said he is working with the local team to host a virtual Business
Adaptation Training on Thursday, May 14, to provide clear guidance and input from experts in
the different sectors. He noted that the training would also include public health officials.
Nate Stice noted that the Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors is gathering community
feedback before they issue final guidance. He noted that officials would most likely receive
county and regional-level criteria for reopening parts of the economy, emphasizing that no
county in Oregon has met all the gating criteria at this time to be able to begin reopening. Nate
clarified that counties can submit reopening plans to the Governor’s office on their own time
but are not required to submit anything at this time. He called out the need to refine many of
these plans as officials consider the capacity needs of public health facilities. Public health
officials are still very concerned about reopening the economy too early, particularly amidst
outbreaks among more vulnerable populations in some communities.
The team heard updates from the following partners:
SBDC:
Greg Price (CGCC SBDC) noted the SBDC has been developing several webinars to support the
business community. One webinar will focus on various tax requirements at the state and
federal level as they pertain to the CARES Act and other relief programs. The SBDC is also
scheduling a free webinar called Taking Your Company Virtual aimed at businesses that have
had to pivot their operations to online sale and/or manage staff remotely. Greg has also been
working with local Chambers of Commerce to set up a webinar focused on how to calculate and
report for the forgiveness portion of the PPP loans.
• EIDL Program: Still closed; only processing existing applications. If there are funds left
after all current applications are processed the program will open up again for new
applications.
• PPP: Many banks are still accepting applications for the PPP and business owners are
now able to access a larger array of lenders, including community development financial
institutions, economic development lenders, and other more nontraditional lenders.
However Greg expects funds will be depleted from the program very quickly.
Regional Economists:
• Scott Bailey (Washington Employment Security Department) – In the last week initial
claims rose, likely due to confusion around how to access Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) benefits. Moving forward, Scott anticipates an increase in data for
Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) and PUA claims.

•

Washington also qualified for state-level extended unemployment benefits, which
provides an additional 13 weeks of unemployment insurance benefits.
Dallas Fridley (Oregon Employment Department) – Dallas noted he has been working
with Scott to gather data on the number of businesses in the region, including the
Washington side, that are covered by the Governor Brown’s draft reopening guidelines.
Initial claims fell to 320 in the past week. Since March 21st, there have been about 2,700
initial claims in the region. Data shows that about 1 in 4 initial claims are in
accommodation and food services, 20% in healthcare, 11% in retail trade, and 10% in
manufacturing.

Workforce Agencies:
• Heather Ficht (East Cascades Workforce Investment Board) noted that Oregon received
the National Disaster Assistance Dislocated Worker grant, but it is anticipated to be
more restrictive than initially thought. Officials will be meeting to determine what
actions will be possible under the grant.
Tourism:
• Travel Oregon published an updated report on the state of the travel industry in
Oregon.
Chambers:
• Kate Schroeder (Hood River County Chamber of Commerce) announced that the
Chamber launched the Hood River online marketplace yesterday for its members. The
virtual marketplace, funded by Pacific Power, serves as a centralized online shopping
site where the public can purchase items to support local businesses.
• Tammara Tippel (Mt. Adams Chamber of Commerce) noted they are working with Greg
Price at the SBDC host the Taking Your Company Virtual webinar for members.
• K’Lynn Lane (Condon Chamber of Commerce) shared that they and Gilliam County have
funded $94,560 in small business stabilization grant funds to 17 businesses that have
applied to the program. They plan to reallocate the remaining funds into a second round
of funding for the grant program.
Ports
• Port of Hood River is scheduled to resume tolling operations today (May 1).
Other updates:
• Erick Garman (Oregon Department of Agriculture, ODA) noted that ODA has been
working with OSHA on the temporary rules for agriculture workers. The new rules take
effect on May 11, with some specific requirements not effective until June 1 (see
summary and effective dates here). ODA is also engaging in conversations at the state
level around coordinating PPE so different industries aren’t competing with each other
or healthcare institutions. If producers have any questions, send questions directly to
Erick (Erick.H.Garman@state.or.us). OSHA also has a website where agricultural

•

•

businesses can submit technical questions about how the guidelines may impact their
businesses. OSHA and ODA are also developing a cost estimate for the additional
requirements. ODA is also applying for a USDA FSMIP grant to support Oregon’s craft
beverage industry and Erick will share more information as it becomes available.
Dave McClure (Klickitat County Economic Development) anticipates that the final
guidance around agricultural workforce housing will be coming out in Washington
shortly. The Incident Command team in Klickitat County is planning to host a virtual
conference with agriculture businesses that have seasonal workers on Tuesday, May 5th
at 1:00 pm to better understand the challenges local producers, particularly in Klickitat
County, are facing and determine how officials can support them. For more details,
contact Dave at 509-773-2481, davem@klickitatcounty.org.
Buck Jones (CRITFC) shared that the Tribal community recently experienced a loss of one
of their staff and community members from COVID-19. There is a lot of concern about
the potential for an influx of fisherman once state recreational fisheries are reopened in
Washington. CRITFC will be discussing guidelines for tribal fisheries in the coming week.

Jessica Metta thanked the group for their work. If there are items you’d like communicated
during next week’s meeting, please send details to jacque@mcedd.org. This group will meet
next Friday (May 8) at 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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