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South Central Oregon Regional Solutions Advisory Committee 
Representing Lake and Klamath Counties 

 
AGENDA 

Friday February 17th, 2017 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Lunch provided for Committee and staff 
 

Lake County Commissioners Room 
Lakeview, OR 

 
To participate via conference call:  

1-888-557-8511   
participant code: 9470233 

 
I.   Introductions 
 
II.  Welcome new members, Jane O’Keeffe, Governor’s convener 
 
III. Overview of Regional Solutions program, Annette Liebe, Governor’s Office 
 
IV.  Governor Brown’s Recommended Budget for Economic Development, Regional 

Solutions Priority Project Funding– Annette Liebe, Governor’s Office 
 
V. Committee decision: Recommend projects for requesting a full application for 

the $205,000 priority rural infrastructure project.  Project two pagers are 
attached. Memo summarizing Regional Solutions Team feedback will be sent and 
posted prior to the meeting. 

 
 Opportunity for public comment on proposals 
 
VI. Natural gas update.  Discussion of next steps - Annette Liebe, Governor’s Office 
 
VII. Project Falcon update - Larry Holzgang, Business Oregon 
 
VIII. Crescent Sanitary District update – Kelly Hill, DEQ and Mary Baker, Business 

Oregon 
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IX.   Public Comment 
 
Adjourn 
 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To request an interpreter for the hearing impaired or for other 
accommodations for persons with disabilities, please make requests at least 48 hours before the meeting to Lisa Howard at 503-
378-6502; at Lisa.Howard@Oregon.gov; or by TTY: Oregon Relay Services at 1-800-735-2900 



   
 

Lake County Facilities & Properties 

David Berman 

513 Center Street 

Lakeview, OR 97630 

541-947-6071 

dberman@co.lake.or.us 

 
South Central Regional Solutions Infrastructure Grant Letter of Interest 

 

Lake County owns 56 miles of railroad between Lakeview, Oregon 
and Alturas, California. Lake County leases operations to Lake Railway, 
a short rail operator. According to language in the lease, Lake County is 
responsible for the repair and maintenance of all bridge inventory 
located on the 56 miles of rail.  The severe state of bridge disrepair was 
highlighted during a recent railroad inspection. The Federal Railroad 
Authority (FRA) is continuously monitoring the state of the rail line 
bridges and is imposing a one year timeline for repairs that must be 
made.   

The recent U.S. Department of Defense grant award to Red Rock 
Bio Fuels creates a significant opportunity to improve the economic 
vitality of Lakeview and surrounding communities.  With this 
opportunity comes a responsibility to Lake County to improve the 
railroad bridge infrastructure to withstand heavier rail car loads.  The 
bridges will have to be improved and then rated to uphold 286,000 
pounds of weight. 

Lake County will be requesting $205,000 from the South Central 
Regional Solutions Rural Infrastructure Funding Opportunity. The cost 



estimate for crucial bridge maintenance and repair is currently 
$248,200.  Lake County will commit remaining needed funding from 
available economic development and property tax sources.   

The railroad is a vital avenue for Lake County businesses to take 
advantage of our natural resource based economy.  It is imperative that 
Lake County repairs the bridges to ensure job retention at Collins 
Companies and Cornerstone, while also protecting job creation 
potential for Red Rock Bio Fuels and other future businesses.  

 

 

 







 
 
 
December 29, 2016 

 

 

Mary Baker, Regional Coordinator  

Infrastructure Finance Division 

South Central Oregon Region 

735 Commercial Street 

Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601 

 

 

RE: South Central Regional Solutions Small Communities Planning and Technical Assistance 
 

 

Dear Ms. Baker, 

 

The Town of Bonanza is submitting this pre-application letter to request funding assistance to help us 

with our upcoming Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades, from the South Central Regional Solutions 

Small Communities Planning and Technical Assistance. This project is crucial for our City’s ability to 

provide adequate wastewater treatment services for our community.   

 

Our community has approximately 450 residents and 204 sewer connections.  We are currently out of 

compliance with the Department of Environmental Quality for our existing plant’s ability to serve our 

current community and future projected growth.  We have been issued a Mutual Agreement and Order 

(MAO) and are attempting to comply with the MAO. 

 

We are formally requesting $120,000 in funding to help us expedite the up front steps of the project 

including permitting, land negotiations, land acquisition, and preliminary engineering/geotechnical 

investigation.  The bulk of the costs are related to the physical purchase of land (estimated at $88,000).  

We would be happy to receive any funding so if the funding agency would like to only perform the 

permitting, land negotiations, and start preliminary engineering/geotechnical work then our formal 

request would be for $32,000.  We are willing to bring up to 10 percent matching funds to the project in 

either scenario ($3,200 to $12,000) pending budget cycle commitments. 

 

By expediting the permitting, land negotiation/purchase, and preliminary design tasks, it will allow us to 

begin the upgrade process and avoid further delay.  These tasks typically take up to 12 months from the 

time funding is secured.  Given we haven’t applied for funding for the global project yet, this could add 

another 12 months to the timeline.  If funds are received through this funding program we are afraid it 

could result in over 24 months delay in our overall project. 

 

Given our rural location, we have limited sewer connections and an anticipated project cost of over 

$1.3M.  The Wastewater Facility Plan (Draft October 2016) recommends approximately 3 acres of land is 

needed for construction of storage lagoon and approximately 8 acres of land is necessary for agronomic 

disposal of the treated wastewater.  Without grant assistance we are afraid that we won’t be able to 

afford the project.  Any work performed today with these grant funds would reduce the future work 



necessary to complete the project.  Our staff and consultants for each task can start work immediately 

resulting in local job retention in the Klamath Basin. 

 

 

 

We are open to receiving a lesser amount than requested if you have limited funding available.  We can 

apply any funds to part of any of the scope items listed above.   

 

Thank you for considering our pre-application.  Please let us know if you have any questions or need 

additional information. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Cc: Jeremy Morris, Adkins Engineering 
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