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Governor Kate Brown 

Southern Oregon Regional Solutions Center 
100 East Main, Suite A 

Medford, OR 97501 
 

South Coast Umpqua Regional Solutions Advisory Committee 
Representing Coos, Curry and Douglas Counties 

AGENDA 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 <> 8:30 to 10: 30 AM 
Coquille County Offices 

Room 121, 250 N. Baxter St., Coquille, OR  
Call-in option: 541 465-2805 Password: 994530# 

8:30 AM Welcome/Self-Introductions 

8:35 Approve Minutes for June 2019 Meeting 

8:40 RS Program Updates 

Leah Horner, Regional Solutions Director 

9:00 Child Care Expansion Efforts 

Marie Simonds, Wild Rivers Coast Alliance 

9:20 Jordan Cove Project-State Permitting Update 

Mary Camarata, Dept of Environmental Quality; Heather 
Wade, Dept of Land Conservation & Development 

10:00 Recent Team Activities & Project Updates 

10:15 Advisory Committee Roundtable 

10:25 Public Comment

The meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. To request an interpreter for the hearing impaired or for 
other accommodations for persons with disabilities, please make requests at least 48 hours before the meeting 
to Rebekah.Degner@oregon.gov (503) 378-6502 or by TTY: Oregon Relay Services at 1-800-735-2900.

Access to Natural 
Resources, Support of 
Natural Resource Economy, 
and Active Forestry 
Management  

Supporting Rural Economies 

Supporting the Marine 
Economy 

Business Retention, 
Expansion, and Creation 

• Workforce training
• Regulatory

streamlining, technical
assistance

• Population retention
• Workforce housing

mailto:Rebekah.Degner@oregon.gov


Southern Oregon Regional Solutions Center 
100 East Main, Suite A 

Medford, OR 97501 
 

 
 

 
 

MEETING SUMMARY- SOUTH COAST UMPQUA REGIONAL SOLUTIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Date: June 3, 2019; 1:30 PM 

Meeting location:  Wild Rivers Coast Alliance, Bandon Dunes Resort, Bandon, OR 

 

Advisory Committee (AC) members present: 

Keith Tymchuk * 
James Seeley* 
Coos County Commissioner John Sweet* 
David Kronsteiner* 
*Executive Committee members 
 
Regional Solutions Team/Agency Representatives: 
Alex Campbell, Coordinator, Governor’s Office 
Kate Jackson, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) (by video conference) 
Sean Stevens, Business Oregon 
Chris Hunter & Mark Usselman, Oregon Department of Transportation 
Annette Shelton-Tiderman, Oregon Employment Department 
Hui Rodomosky & Josh LeBombard, Dept of Land Conservation & Development (by video conference) 
Tim Walters, Oregon Dept of Fish & Wildlife (by video conference) 
 
Guests: 
Sam Baugh, South Coast Development Council 
Marie Simonds, Wild River Coast Alliance 
Michelle Martin, Neighborworks Umpqua (by video conference) 
Tracy Loomis, CCD Business Development Corp. (by video conference) 
Perry Lynch, Oregon League of Women Voters (by video conference) 

1. February 2019 meeting were approved. David Kronsteiner did not remember Alex’s statement 
about discussion of Jordan Cove would not lead to a RS project. 

2. Regional Solutions Program updates (Alex Campbell) 
• Hui Rodomsky introduced herself as the new team member for DLCD (coast). 
• Mark Usselman announced his retirement & introduced Chris Hunter. 
• Alex gave a brief update on the Secretary of State performance audit & search for a new 

RS Director. 
3. Adopted Priorities. Alex reviewed the priorities as currently adopted. After discussion, the 

consensus of the group was to modify the priorities as follows: 
• Access to Natural Resources, Support of Natural Resource Economy, and Active 

Forestry Management on O & C Timber Lands 
• Supporting Rural Economies 
• Supporting the Marine Economy 
• Business Retention, Expansion, and Creation 
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o Workforce training 
o Regulatory streamlining, technical assistance 
o Population retention 
o Workforce housing 

• Enhance Marine, Rail and Telecommunication Infrastructure 
• Build on Recreation Economy 
• Alternative Energy Development 
• Community Disaster Resilience 

 
Through the course of the discussion, several comments were made about the interactions 
between forestry policy and carbon sequestration/carbon cycle. The AC agreed that it would be 
useful to have a presentation on that topic, including discussion of the possible role of pyrolysis 
(in relation to gorse removal, as well). 
 

4. Possible New Team Projects 
 
Alex noted that several projects were recently completed (North River Boats, GMA Garnet). He 
suggested possibly moving Gorse to completed as well. Jim Seeley and Marie Simonds suggested 
moving it to an on-going/monitoring activity, as new phases of work were likely. Alex agreed 
and noted that the Wild Rivers Forest Collaborative project also belonged in that category. 
 
Alex noted that the collaborative aspects of the REEF project were being re-invigorated, and the 
work plan should also reflect the planned child care incubator. Marie shared work she is doing in 
conjunction with Bandon schools, with support from several foundations, to explore a shared 
services model to support multiple new and emerging child care facilities. Alex and Sean said 
that they wanted to connect Marie with a statewide working group on expanding child care 
access. John Sweet noted the danger of subsidized child care perhaps drawing customers from 
and under-cutting market-based models. 
 
John Sweet raised the question of whether and how a Jordan Cove Regional Solutions project 
could be possible. He expressed some frustration that the recent extension of comment period 
by DSL would extend/delay the permit time-line unnecessarily. He and David Kronsteiner both 
reported that they believe the project was “blind-sided” by the number and breadth of 
questions requested by DEQ as part of the recent 401 permit denial. David noted the Jordan 
Cove project/Pembina participation in the community and associated funding could help 
address many of the most difficult issues in the community. He asked how can Regional 
Solutions mandate to help with regulatory streamlining be applied to this project. 
 
Alex noted that the Governor’s very explicit position of neutrality did put the project in a 
different and somewhat awkward category, at least in terms of the Advisory Committees 
position. The AC agreed it would make sense for Keith and Alex to talk to James LeBar about 
what action or statement would be appropriate. 
 
Alex requested and received approval to work on developing team projects related to a 
proposed Gold Beach emergency training facility and Coos County’s proposed Riley Ranch land 
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swap. The Advisory Committee also approved providing a letter of support for the City of Coos 
Bay’s application for TGM funding to support transportation planning in the Front 
Street/waterfront area. Sean Stevens noted that the possible commercial kitchen component of 
the REEF project should be called out. 
 

5. Project Reports.  
 
Time was running short, so Alex offered to provide some updates on recent team activities by 
writing. 
 

6. Advisory Committee & Team Roundtable 
 
Keith reported on his involvement with recent proposals to give DOGAMI a regulatory role in 
local municipal siting relative to the new tsunami inundation line. He believes that the process is 
now headed in the right direction and will focus DOGAMI’s work on just insuring that 
appropriate engineering standards are used. Keith also gave a brief summary of the Elliot State 
Forest work group he is participating on; he is optimistic that a route that can satisfy all the key 
interests. 
 
John Sweet reported on his participation with the Oregon Coast Trail work being led by Oregon 
Parks & Recreation Department and AOC. He believes the trail could be a real asset to coast 
tourism. 
 
Tracy Loomis reported on a recent meeting with possible funders for the REEF project at 
Southwest Oregon Community College. Unfortunately, the SBDC is losing staff, so collaborative 
partners are going to team up to support the continued effort. 
 
Hui Rodomsky noted that one piece of the Oregon Coast Trail work that she is helping with is 
outreach to make sure the trail is accurately reflected in the relevant municipal Comp Plans. 
 
Michelle Martin shared that NWU is very involved in working with the Coos and Curry Housing 
Action Teams. They are also looking forward to bringing on several AmeriCorps positions to 
support housing rehabilitation projects in Port Orford, Coos Bay, and Reedsport. 
 
Mark Usselman noted that Matt Garrett’s resignation as ODOT Director will go into effect soon. 
Jim Seeley offered kudos to the regional ODOT team for their active participation with the Gorse 
Action Group. 
 
Sean Stevens reported that North River Boats has moved into its new building that was 
supported with an SRF forgivable loan and has begun new hiring and training. ConVey of 
Roseburg also recently completed all of the requirements of their SRF forgiveness for a similar 
expansion project. OEDA’s summer conference will take place this Friday in Cottage Grove. 
 

7. Public Comment-None 
8. Meeting Adjourned at 3.30 PM. 
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