
 

Wednesday, November 20th, 2019 
  

Below are some highlights from the Governor’s Regional Solutions (RS) 
Coordinators, on behalf of the eleven interagency teams across Oregon. 

 
Mid-Valley Region  

• City of Falls City Outreach Meeting: RS convened a meeting with the City of Falls City’s Manager 
Jeremy Gordon, City Administrator Mac Corthell, and RARE William Sullivan to learn about their 
Greenway project. The project included better access to the Falls City Park, connectivity to main 
street, and a safer route to the school. We discussed several ideas and possible funding 
scenarios. RS will continue to engage as the project unfolds.  

o Kudos to Oregon Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) Jae Pudewell, Active 
Transportation Liaison Jenna Berman, Business Oregon’s Dennie Houle, and Oregon Park 
and Recreation Department’s (OPRD) Ryan Sparks. Thank you to William for the 
comprehensive presentation.  

Upcoming Scheduled Regional Solutions Advisory Committee Meeting 
• Mid-Valley RSAC: Thursday, December 5th, 2019, 9 AM – 11:30 AM; Location – MacMkt - 1140 

NE Alpine Avenue, McMinnville, Oregon, 97128 

 
South Valley/Mid Coast Region  

• Coburg Employment Lands: Background – In 2018, South Valley/Mid-Coast (SVMC) RS formed an 
Employment Lands Task Force along with the City of Coburg. The objectives for the Task Force 
was to assist the community with their employment lands zoning code changes – specifically the 
Highway Commercial and Campus Industrial zones. The Task Force, at the direction of the City 
Council, opted to work on a single zone at a time and began with the Highway Commercial 
designation. The Task Force worked through more than six meetings with involvement from a 
diverse group of partners (including the Department of Land Conservation and Development 
(DLCD), ODOT, Business Oregon, the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Lane County, 
community members, and planning commission and City Council representatives) to come to 
agreement on a new Highway Commercial zoning code for the City. 

o Update – The City Council has adopted the new Highway Commercial zone and anticipates 
the adoption process to be final with the next 30 days pending any appeals (none are 
anticipated at this time). The next step is to work on the industrial zone designation that is 
anticipated on more than 100 acres of land on the east side of Interstate 5. RS met with the 
City of Coburg and the property owner this week to discuss next steps and timelines. RS 
Team members will be following up with individual meetings in the coming month to keep 
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the project moving forward. Special thanks to Patrick Wingard (DLCD), Jae Pudewell (ODOT), 
and Melissa Murphy (Business Oregon) for the work they are (and have been) dedicating to 
this project.   

Upcoming Scheduled Regional Solutions Advisory Committee Meeting 
• SVMC RSAC: Wednesday, December 18th, 2019, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM; Location – Ford Alumni 

Center, University of Oregon 

 
Southern & South Coast Regions  

• New Southern Oregon Regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS): Last 
week, Southern Oregon Regional Economic Development Inc. (SOREDI) released a new CEDS—
titled “One Rogue Valley.” The effort was organized by SOREDI, funded by several dozen local 
governments and businesses, and was developed by the “Theory in Practice” (TIP) consulting 
group. The document includes detailed strategies in five initiative areas (Business Development; 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship; Talent; Tourism; and Placemaking) and a detailed economic 
analysis of the region.  

• Butte Falls Community Forest: Trust for Public Lands, Oregon Solutions (OS) and others are 
supporting the City of Butte Falls in an attempt to purchase 491 acres of private timberland that 
surrounds the town and includes Butte Falls itself. RS facilitated a public meeting last week in 
Butte Falls that had a tremendous turnout (10% of the City was there!). The seller has accepted 
the appraisal price and Trust for Public Lands is working on the first major grant proposal, due in 
January. 

Upcoming Scheduled Regional Solutions Advisory Committee Meeting 
• South Coast-Umpqua RSAC: Tuesday, December 10th, 2019, 9 AM – 11 AM; Location – Coquille 

County Courthouse - Room 121, 250 N. Baxter, Coquille, OR 

 
Metro Region  

• Broadway Corridor Redevelopment Plan: Background – The Broadway Corridor is a total of 32 
acres, including the former United State Postal Service (USPS) post office site and is a significant 
redevelopment opportunity in Portland’s central city estimated to accommodate 2,400 
households and 4,000 jobs by 2035. There is an intentional focus on ensuring all communities 
have an opportunity to engage in and benefit from its redevelopment.  

o Update – Prosper Portland leadership and project team staff updated the entire Metro RS 
Team on their Broadway Corridor Redevelopment Plan. Prosper Portland will seek Portland 
City Council action on their disposition and development agreement, community benefits 
agreement and intergovernmental agreements in spring 2020. They estimate site 
preparation including building demolition and the removal of hazardous materials and soil 
remediation will be ongoing through 2022. Prosper Portland has already obtained a 
prospective purchaser agreement (PPA) from DEQ. 

o Meantime, Metro RS connected Prosper Portland to Karen Homolac at Business Oregon 
regarding brownfield funding for the demolition of hazardous buildings with asbestos. 
Metro RS also connected Prosper Portland to Roger Kainu of the Oregon Department of 
Energy (ODOE) who serves on the Metro RS Team for technical assistance (TA)/insights on 
innovative energy features and opportunities (i.e. district thermal, micro grid, etc.). Metro 
RS also shared information on Transportation Growth Management (TGM) grant funding 
and Metro Planning and Development grants as potential revenue sources for the proposed 
green loop (bike/pedestrian path). Metro RS will continue to track the project and engage 
state agencies as needed.  
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• City of Gladstone: Metro RS met with City of Gladstone administrator, Jacquie Betz, about the 
City’s need to update their development code and upgrade infrastructure, especially 
water/sewer lines. Metro RS also received a tour of the City of Gladstone’s main street and civic 
core. The City is growing at the confluence of the Clackamas and Willamette Rivers and they are 
on target to open three new civic buildings (1. Police Station 2. City Hall and 3. Library). The city 
has applied for a DLCD Technical Assistance grant to help them update their development code. 
Metro RS Team member and DLCD representative, Jennifer Donnelly, will inform the City of 
Gladstone of the outcome of their grant application by the end of the month. Metro RS will 
connect the City of Gladstone with Metro RS Team member and Business Oregon representative 
Bryan Guiney to explore infrastructure-related funding options.  

 
North Central Region  

• North Central Housing Update: Attainable Housing remains the top priority for the North Central 
Region. The Advisory Committee used the 2013 Regional Infrastructure Fund (RIF) to seed an 
attainable housing revolving loan fund, with Mid-Columbia Economic Development District 
serving as the loan administrator. The fund has helped in the development of several projects in 
the region. The Team and partners use the fund as a tool in continued outreach to local and 
external developers to encourage development in the region. Last week, a Subcommittee of the 
Advisory Committee moved two applications forward. These projects will produce six units in The 
Dalles and 32 units in Hood River. When completed, the Hood River project will represent the 
largest attainable, multi-family project in the region in over 30 years. Now nearly fully revolved, 
the fund will remain an ever-present tool for the region as it continues to address its housing 
shortage. The Team remain in conversation with several developers, and we continue to seek 
look for opportunities to engage the development community. 

 
Central Region 

• Western Governors’ Association (WGA) Reimagining the Rural West Workshop: Nate Stice and 
Annette Liebe are working with WGA to plan a workshop in Oregon focused on rural 
opportunities/issues. Tentatively looking at a workshop March 19 & 20, 2020, in the Gorge. More 
details to come. 

• Deschutes Basin Collaborative: RS participated in the kick off meeting of the planning team for 
the newly formed Deschutes Basin Collaborative Workgroup. The workgroup will develop a 
framework for project and policy priorities for the basin to meet the water needs of 
municipalities, agricultural users and instream/habitat. The Governor’s Office, the Department of 
Agriculture (ODA), Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), DEQ, and Oregon Water 
Resource Department (OWRD) will participate as ex-officio members of the planning team. 

• Aggregate Mine Project and Sage Grouse Habitat: RS convened a meeting with Spencer Wells 
aggregate mine project proponents and ODFW to continue the discussions about sage grouse 
habitat mitigation. This proposed mine has been working through the mitigation policy for 
several years with the perception that the goal posts keep moving. The next step is to meet in 
person and walk through the options available to the applicant. RS also reached out to the 
Deschutes Basin Land Trust to begin discussions about potential habitat conservation credits for 
projects under consideration. 

• Expanding Trail Connectivity: RS convened a meeting with Crook County Judge Crawford, the 
Central Oregon Trail Alliance, and Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) to explore 
connectivity between county trails and state park trails in the vicinity of Facebook and the 
Ochoco Overlook. Many thanks to Chris Parkins from OPRD for the collaborative engagement.  
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South Central Region  
• South Central Housing Meeting: RS, along with Brooks Resources, convened a meeting with 

Klamath County Economic Development Association (KCEDA) and Pahlisch homes to explore 
opportunities to engage this builder in meeting market needs in Klamath Falls. Pahlisch homes 
previously built homes in Klamath Falls but left the market because the absorption rate was too 
slow and, therefore, it was difficult to keep skilled trades engaged. Potential for re-engagement if 
a partnership can be developed that guarantees 70 homes. KCEDA has been very effective in 
outreach to employers such as, Kingsley Field and Sky Lakes Hospital to identify housing needs 
and have successfully brought local resources to the table. RS and KCEDA working on a similar 
meeting with Hayden Homes.  

 
Greater Eastern & Northeast Regions

• RS Team Meeting: Had our RS team meeting this week and discussed RS team projects and 
received an overview on the High Impact Opportunity Program through Business Oregon that will 
be available to apply in January. We had a good discussion about the type of projects that will 
eligible for the grant program and had a team discussion about projects that might be eligible in 
our region.  

• Regional Solutions Open House: Our RS team is holding a holiday open house at our Regional 
Solutions Center in La Grande on Thursday, December 12th, 2019, for any local stakeholders to 
come and learn about Regional Solutions and talk with our team about any projects. For more 
information reach out to any of the Regional Solutions staff.  
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