
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
  

Below are some highlights from the Governor’s Regional Solutions (RS) 

Coordinators, on behalf of the eleven interagency teams across Oregon. 

Regional Solutions (RS) Director  

 

 

North Coast Region 

 North Coast Economic Recovery Team – Background – The North Coast Economic Recovery 
Team is comprised of local, regional, state, and federal economic and workforce development 
partners. Convened by Regional Solutions, the team is sharing information about impacts and 
needs, resources and supports, and planning for recovery.  

o Update – Regional Solutions meets weekly with economic developers, chambers of 
commerce and downtown associations, destination management organizations, 
workforce partners, and ports to better understand the challenges they are facing as 
they respond to business needs.  

o This week, the North Coast Economic Recovery Team members discussed the future of 
telework on the North Coast, broadband infrastructure needs, and workforce impacts. 

Partners shared increasing concerns regarding how modified school schedules will 
impact local employers. Organizations providing summer youth programs, day camps, 
and outdoor schools are inquiring about how they might be part of the solution to fill 
the gaps for students, ensuring parents are able to work. Regional Solutions and 
Economic Recovery Team partners are working to connect the dots. An informal 
assessment is underway to better understand school plans, employer needs, and 
identify gaps and partners who may play a role in providing supports for students. 

 City of Astoria brewery wastewater meeting – Regional Solutions convened a meeting with the 
City of Astoria, Business Oregon, Oregon DEQ, two local craft brewers, and consultants to 
discuss expansion plans and wastewater treatment needs. The craft brewery sector is important 
to the regional economy and the Astoria community, yet expansion is presenting both 
opportunities and challenges. The City is concerned about aging infrastructure, wastewater 
treatment capacity, and permit compliance. Oregon DEQ has identified the City of Astoria’s 
NPDES permit for renewal in the agency’s 2021-2022 work plan. Additional data and an 
assessment of current conditions are needed to inform next steps. Regional Solutions and 
Business Oregon are assisting with exploring and identifying solutions that simultaneously 
support the expansion of Oregon’s brewery cluster, the sustainability of Astoria’s wastewater 
treatment infrastructure, and compliance with state and federal environmental regulations. 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/NorthCoast.aspx


 

 

Mid-Valley Region  

 Mid-Valley Call for Projects – The Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments (MWVCOG) 
and the Mid-Valley Regional Solutions Team (RST) are seeking project submissions to generate a 
list of current and emerging projects in the Mid-Valley (Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties).  

o What types of projects should be submitted? The projects can range from feasibility 
studies to public/private housing to road improvements. The regional list could include 
affordable housing and workforce development, infrastructure, broadband, rail, and 
other capital improvement projects. In addition, public/private collaboration and 
projects serving underrepresented communities are encouraged. 

o Additional details and the project solicitation form are available HERE. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Procurement Discussion – RS recently convened a 
meeting with Business Oregon, Department of Administrative Services, a local PPE 
manufacturer, and the Strategic Economic Development Corp. (SEDCOR) to learn more about 
the state procurement process and the types of PPE needed.  

 Marion County Public Health and POC Leaders Weekly Meeting – RS convened the weekly 
meeting, which included several testing events updates. 

o Micronesian and Pacific Islanders 
Testing Event – July 25 from 2pm 
to 5pm, at People’s Church. Open 
to anyone, with the priority 
population for Micronesian and 
Pacific Islanders. Anyone is 
welcome.  

o Woodburn Covid-19 Mass Testing 
Event - August 1, 2020  

 DATE: AUGUST 1, 2020 
DATE: AUGUST 1, 2020 
FROM 11:00 A.M. TO 2:00 
P.M. FROM 11:00 A.M. TO 
2:00 P.M. Location: Centennial Park 900 Parr Rd. NE • Woodburn, Oregon 97071 
To avoid a wait, preregister before coming. We will also accept walk-ins.  Please 
call Enedina Lopez of Interface Network at 503.910.4908 or email: 
elopezpaz@interfacenw.net  

 FECHA: 1 DE AGOSTO DEL 2020 FECHA: 1 DE AGOSTO DEL 2020 DE 11:00 A.M. A 
2:00 P.M. DE 11:00 A.M. A 2:00 P.M. Ubicación: Centennial Park 900 Parr Rd. NE 
• Woodburn, Oregon 97071 Para evitar larga espera, regístrese de antemano. 
Pero también, serán aceptados sin pre-registracion previa.  Favor de llamar a 
Enedina Lopez de Interface Network al 503.910.4908 o envíe un email a: 
elopezpaz@interfacenw.net    

 Mid-Valley Economic Recovery Team (ERT) – includes representatives from the Counties, 
Willamette Workforce Partnership, Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments, Strategic  
Economic Development Corporation (SEDCOR), the Small Business Development Center, early 
learning hubs, local emergency management, the Employment Department, Business Oregon, 
chambers, regional destination marketing organizations, utilities, non-profits, tribal government, 
and federal delegation representatives. The goal is to create robust communication and 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/MidValley.aspx
https://mailchi.mp/5f71a512ded0/cogconnectionsv1i2-8032938
mailto:elopezpaz@interfacenw.net
mailto:elopezpaz@interfacenw.net


networks in the response and recovery work. The ERT has moved from two meetings per week 
to one through the end of July.  

o This week, Dr. Dean Sidelinger, State Epidemiologist with the Oregon Health Authority, 
joined the meeting to report on the current Coronavirus 19 health indicators. 

o In addition, roundtable updates included information on Polk County’s broadband and 
childcare initiatives, concerns about business liability, and unemployment insurance 
updates. 

 

South Valley/Mid Coast Region  

 Oregon Coast Aquarium – The Regional Solutions Team (RST) representatives have been 
meeting with the Oregon Coast Aquarium in Newport related to reopening and funding gaps.  
With the closure and the recent news that lottery bonds would not be available for use by the 
Aquarium (they had received a $5M award), it has become even more critical to partner with 
this statewide asset to ensure their education and research facilities can continue into the 
future. The Aquarium has completed a master plan and raised half of the funding necessary to 
implement the plan. There is still an estimated $9M gap in funding for multiple shovel-ready 
projects.  Example projects include: 

o Marine Rehabilitation Center – The Aquarium currently utilizes old warehouse facilities 
to diagnose and treat marine life. To quarantine injured or ill animals, safeguard the 
Aquarium’s current marine population against disease, and minimize the impact of 
human contact, the Aquarium will build a new center for staff, veterinarians, and 
students. It will provide critical care to injured, stranded or endangered marine wildlife. 

o Enhanced Education Programs – The Aquarium plays a significant role in both scientific 
inquiry and exploration through on-site, online, and outreach education. Oregon Coast 
Aquarium is a vital STEM Hub partner and ocean education resource for teachers and 
students of all ages. Aquarium educators provide pedagogical strategies and marine 
science content for teachers, schools and districts that meet Next Generation Science 
Standards and NOAA’s Ocean Literacy Principles.   

Last year, the Aquarium hosted 411,000 visitors from all areas of the state, region, and world.  
Through the educational programing, everyone from preschoolers to adults have the 
opportunity to learn about coastal ecosystems through programs such as Aquadots and the 
Oregon Coastal Learning Symposiums. The Aquarium also hosts teens on the campus to job 
shadow and volunteer to gain valuable skills for career development.  Currently the Aquarium is 
exploring options to maintain this important programming in a pandemic environment.  RS will 
continue to partner with the Aquarium to locate potential funding opportunities and make 
connections for future work. 

 The South Valley/Mid Coast (SVMC) Economic Recovery Team (ERT) – includes representatives 
from the Employment Department, Business Oregon, local and regional economic development 
professionals, Workforce Investment Boards, ports, and federal delegation representatives. The 
Team meets regularly to share information, identify immediate needs and understand impacts. 
Impacts as a result of COVID-19 are impacting all industry sectors in the region.  For the last 
several months, the ERT has met a minimum of weekly.  Beginning in July, the meetings have 
been scheduled for every other week. 

 Identified needs/challenges/opportunities this past week include: 

o Coastal communities in the SVMC are reporting close to normal, or even normal, travel 
numbers in their communities. Both Newport and Lincoln City are experiencing close to 
100% occupancy rates at hotels and vacation rentals are seeing an increase in extended 
stay guests (as opposed to weekend trip guests). 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonCOVID-19PublicHealthIndicators/COVID-19Burden
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/SouthValleyMidCoast.aspx


o Lincoln County has consistently reported the highest unemployment rates in the state in 
the mid-20% range. Recent numbers have the unemployment rate at 17%.  
Unemployment rate for the remainder of the region is as follows: Benton – 8.3%; Lane – 
11.1%; Linn – 10.6% 

o Childcare, particularly as parents are returning to work and schools, will be in distance 
learning/hybrid instruction situations, is becoming a very serious concern throughout 
the SVMC region. There is a particular sense of urgency in the “childcare deserts” like 
Lincoln County. 

o SVMC counties have a number of questions related to the watch list and what metrics 
the State is looking at to classify a county as one on the watch list.  

 

Southern & South Coast Regions  

 South Coast Umpqua Region: 

o South Coast Umpqua Economic Recovery Team – Multiple internet providers joined the 
call and were introduced to regional stakeholders. 

 Southern Oregon Region: 

o Southern Oregon Recovery Team – Meeting focused entirely on childcare availability. 
ESD reported that there are 187 registered emergency childcare providers in Jackson & 
Josephine counties, down from 330. With the reduction in capacity under the 
emergency rules, that implies ~25% capacity compared with baseline. 

o Butte Falls Community Forest – Background – Project would acquire four hundred acres 
surrounding the city, including the falls itself. The forest would be managed for fire 
resilience, education, and recreation. 

 Oregon Solutions held their project kickoff meeting in July, which was well 
attended, including Sen. Golden, Rep. Marsh, and Rep. Vicki Breese-Iverson. 

 The property has been sold from Weyerhaeuser to a public equity firm, but they 
are obligated to honor—and have acknowledged—the purchase option held by 
Trust for Public Lands on the city’s behalf. 

 

Metro Region  

 Topics/Concerns/Issues raised by stakeholders in the Metro Region this week:  

o Where do weddings fall within the new statewide gathering guidance? 

o Broadband access not just a rural issue, but also an issue for underserved areas in the 
Metro region i.e. outer East Multnomah County.  

o The state should explore the possibility of public/private partnerships in order to expand 
broadband access.  

o Desire for clarity around reopening schools. The desire to have specific 
metrics/thresholds tied to reopening schools.   

o Temporarily suspend in-store bottle returns to protect worker safety.  

o Concern that Washington County is nearing capacity of the availability of adult ICU beds.  

o Concern over the presence of federal officers, ongoing protests and property damage in 
downtown Portland.  

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/Southern.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/SouthCoast.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/Metro.aspx


 

North Central Region  

 North Central Oregon Recovery Team – The Mid-Columbia Economic Development District and 
Region Regional Solutions stood up the bi-state Columbia Gorge/Mid-Columbia Bi-State 
Economic Resilience Team. The structure for the team was outlined in a 2019 report produced 
by MCEDD, based on work Regional Solutions led efforts around fire recovery for the 2017 Eagle 
Creek Fire and 2018 Grass Fires.   

o The emphasis of the team this week has been three-fold: 1) learning more about the 
regional challenges facing people of color and underserved communities regionally; 2) 
planning for second round of continuity training; 3) supporting childcare efforts; and 4) 
continued work around migrant and seasonal farm worker supports.  

o Highlights:  

 The team will host a webinar on protecting employees in “High Intensity” 
workplaces on August 4. This will focus on workplaces where the pace and type 
of work make it more difficult to protect workers, such a food process and 
manufacturing environments.  

 The team is working with the Early Learning Hub to help respond to childcare 
needs as schools reopen. We will build on previous efforts to engage employers 
in the conversation.  

 Thanks to connections from the Next Door, the team is now participating in The 
Gorge Native American Collaborative, and we continue to engage The Next 
Door’s weekly meetings on migrant and season farmworkers.  

 

Central Region 

 High Desert Museum – The museum is very grateful for the $700k allocated by the Emergency 
Board to offset COVID-19 losses. RS is working with the museum to implement the new 
directives issued this week. Since their childcare classroom and café both have separate 
entrances and bathrooms; they are working on approach that allows them to operate under the 
sector specific protocols while ensuring that the remainder of the indoor space does not exceed 
the 100 person indoor limit. 

 

South Central Region  

 South Central Oregon Economic Response Team – Background – South Central Regional 
Solutions (RS) Team along with county commissioners, city leaders, chambers, economic and 
workforce development, downtown organizations, local legislators, federal congressional 
delegation representatives and the Regional Solutions Advisory Committee have been meeting 
since mid-March.  

o Update – The July 21 meeting focused on enforcement and childcare. 

o Childcare – There are almost 70 childcare providers in Klamath, but only about 30 are 
currently open. Klamath County normally has about 2000 openings for childcare, and 
that number has been cut in half. This is a challenging time because more parents are 
now returning to work, and it is hard to meet the demand. Lake County has no childcare 
facilities currently open. With school districts likely going to some online learning, 
parents will need additional care to cover the days when their kids are not in school. 
This is a difficult challenge, as most facilities seek children who are cared for full time. 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/NorthCentral.aspx
https://www.mcedd.org/resilience-assessment-report-and-outreach-tools-available/
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/Central.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/SouthCentral.aspx


Family care and emergency childcare are options, though both have limitations under 
current protocols. There is hope that the revised protocols will better accommodate 
childcare providers to meet these needs. 

 

Greater Eastern & Northeast Regions

 Eastern Oregon Regional Economic Recovery Team – This week the Eastern Oregon Regional 
Economic Recovery Team met with Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
director Michael Wood to learn about the enforcement efforts of OSHA and help dispel some 
rumors circulating out here. There have been many rumors throughout Eastern Oregon that 
businesses across the region had been hit with large fines. Michael explained the process and 
shared that no Eastern Oregon businesses have been cited for COVID related fines. That might 
change in the future and Michael will work with RS to continue to share up to date information 
with the Eastern Oregon team. We also went over the latest guidance and clarified that 
Umatilla, Morrow, and Malheur Counties are not moving back to Phase 1 as was reported in 
local media.  

 Restoration Fuels Project – Since 2014, the Eastern Oregon RS team has been working with 
Malheur Lumber Company, the Malheur National Forest 10-year Stewardship Contract, and the 
United States Endowment for Forestry and Communities to facilitate what has become 
Restoration Fuels LLC in Grant County.  Restoration Fuels is a wood torrefaction plant co-located 
with the Malheur Lumber mill in John Day. 

For Oregon’s first such wood energy supply chain, the primary feedstock for the torrefaction 
facility will be small-diameter trees thinned from National Forest restoration activities, and the 
sawdust, shavings, and chips that are coproducts of Malheur Lumber Company’s manufacturing 
operations. Torrefied biomass has been test-burned, at scale, in Oregon proving the energy 
commodity can be a replacement for coal with far lower emissions while enabling the greater 
natural resource benefits for our forests and watersheds.  

Restoration Fuels recently received formal clarification from the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality that its feedstock material does not trigger specific regulation under the 
State’s Solid Waste Program, as the company deploys best management practices.  This week 
the plant is operational after a total investment of $19.5M capital investment to-date.  Fourteen 
new family-wage jobs have been created to date (and sustained through these pandemic days). 

 Central Oregon had its first 
wildfire of the season last 
weekend, the “Rosland Fire east 
of La Pine.  The image to the right 
is from that fire.  On the left is a 
stand of public forest that was not 
managed through thinning and 
other fire fuel treatments. On the 
right, wildfire fuel reduction 
management had occurred in 
years past. A stark example of 
well-placed investment of public 
monies to steward our National 
Forest lands. 

 Baker Early Learning Center – The 
Baker Early Learning Center is still on track to open this October with three Head Start and 
Preschool Promise classrooms, multiple community partners set to reside in the center for wrap 
around services and future child care for school district employees. Additionally, the school 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/GreaterEastern.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/regional-solutions/Pages/Northeast.aspx


district is planning to move Kindergarten classes to the building to be able to better 
accommodate students safely. Remodeling of an old elementary building is occurring over the 
summer and a grand opening is slated for October 1.  

 


