
Background
• Nov. 2017: Executive Order 17-12 
est. Tribal Cultural Items Taskforce

• Members from each tribe, universities, 
schools, and state agencies

• Active from 2017-2020, dormant during 
and post-pandemic

• Jan 2024: Gov reestablishes



Task Force Intersection with Records
• State agencies to inventory items of potential tribal value
• Records included in initial ask, some agencies start surveys
• Existing retention schedules not known by agency Tribal 
Liaisons, Records Officers not consulted

• 2019: State Archivist presents to Task Force, gives basics of 
Public Records Law



Archives Takes Action
• Archives hold on special schedule destructions for ~2 years 
starting Aug. 2019

• 2021: Archives institutes Tribal Liaison sign-off on agency 
destructions from State Records Center

• Sends letters to suggest process
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Outcomes
• Agencies work to designate Tribal Liaisons
• Example change from Department of State Lands:



HB 2112: Adding Native Voices to Public 
Records Law
• Legislative Concept from spring 
2022 for 2023 legislative session

• Formally adds “Tribal Cultural 
Value” to legal definition of Public 
Record in Oregon

• Support by tribal members in 
state legislature



Revised Definition

ORS 192.005(5):
“Public Record” means any information that:

(A) Is prepared, owned, used or retained by a state agency or 
political subdivision;

(B) Relates to an activity, transaction or function of a state agency 
or political subdivision; and

(C) Is necessary to satisfy the legal, administrative, fiscal, tribal 
cultural or historical policies, requirements or needs of the state 
agency or political subdivision.
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Gallery Space at State Archives



Lessons and the Future

• Inviting and welcoming tribal research staff at archives

• Welcome subject matter experts to help make decisions

• Provide advice to Records Officers regarding tribal cultural 

value in retention schedules



Questions?

Ricardo Lujan Valerio
Deputy Chief of Staff - Government Relations
Executive Office | Oregon Secretary of State
(503) 779-5451 
Ricardo.LujanValerio@sos.oregon.gov
sos.oregon.gov


