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Decision Points: Why are they
important?
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* Indicator domain selection

» Geographic units (tracts, grids,
etc.)

I . 0 0 )
« Geographic designations
« Geographic comparisons )
' \

« Domain/indicator weighting

« Domain aggregation
(multiplicative, additive, etc.)
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® Data standardization (percentiles, z-
scores, other)

e Indicator selection - community listening
session priorities and data gaps

e Sensitivity analysis results - revisit
indicator selection and data gaps

e EJ community thresholds/flags

e EJ mapping tool visualizations &
reporting
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https://deq-oregon-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/uVVKzlkSPsVLrKVFjEojznYdeMlntoqox6CqpXVW4ixmwgzO1uncRs9XCmxM4_5R.CZ3Liip97JxVfdcc

DECISION POINT #2:
GEOGRAPHIC UNITS

What are geographic units?

« (Geographic units are the spatial boundaries that will be used to define
Oregon communities.

| State (1) |
« Examples of geographic units include: o T
o Census block groups .
o Census tracts [ County Divisions (212) ]
o Census county divisions [ ZCTAs (419) |
o Census zip code tabulation areas ( Tracts (1,001) |
o Neighborhood boundaries
o Uniform grids [ Block Groups (2,970) ]
o Hybrid of geographic units | Blocks (130,807) |




Why are geographic units important?

» The size of geographic units affect the reliability of data and
whether data can be displayed due to privacy and security rules.

DECISION POINT

s | Dmasggregaionconcems
GEOGRAPHIC
UNITS « Some data will need to be aggregated by natural resources

agencies to fit the geographic units that are selected.

« Some data are not available for smaller geographic units, like
block groups, and may not be adaptable to fit within those units.
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Methodology Workgroup Recommendation:

The Environmental Justice Mapping Tool Methodology Workgroup
recommends Census tracts for the primary geographic unit defining
community boundaries in the first version of the Oregon EJ Mapping
Tool.

The Methodology Workgroup also recommends the inclusion of
additional geographic units in the EJ Mapping Tool including Census
county divisions, zip codes, and county boundaries in the second
version of the mapping tool.



Methodology
Rationale

April 11,2024

DECISION POINT #2:
GEOGRAPHIC UNITS

Census tracts are the smallest geographic unit
that many American Community Survey data are
available at with a reasonable degree of
reliability.

Census tracts are used as the primary layer in
most state and federal EJ mapping tools and are
the standard for many community-based
mapping tools.
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Methodology Workgroup note to the EJ Council:
“The Methodology Workgroup acknowledges that Census
tracts do not represent how most Oregonians identify their
community.

However, we are constrained by the data available to us.”
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