
 
Agenda/Notes 

Office of Governor Tina Kotek  
RJC Economic Opportunity Committee 

    January 21, 2026 – Zoom  
10:00 – 11:00 am 

Moderator – Javier Cervantes 
 
 
 

 MEMBERS        

E Anthony Veliz X  Janice Mason  Marcus Mundy 
E Ciara Pressler  James Cador E Marin Arreola 

 Evann Goss-Lemelle  Justice Rajee  Nicole Davison-Leon 
X  James Alan Parker  Latiffe Amado   

 
OTHER ATTENDEES 

 Andre Bealer X  Javier Cervantes  X  Jesse Hyatt 
X  Yasmin Solorio     

 
 

Topic/Lead Notes/Main Points Decisions/Action Items 

Recap of RJC Meeting 
Legislative 
Preview/Legislative Day 
Meeting 
 

Meeting commences at 10:17am. Javier provides a  
legislative days recap. 

 
James: As RJC, as we lift a priority, that is something that 
could be shared or an opportunity for collaboration with 
BIPOC Caucus. To work through RJC. Jan and I have a keen 
focus on Economic Development. Its going to be hard to 
track. One body that can do a good job can be the RJC.  
 
Javier: The guidance Andre gave was to list all of these as 
one letter and has a template provided on the power point 
last week. Relying on you and Jan for any drafting of the 
advocacy letter for the committees.  
 
James: Will question where direction of EO has take us. Jan 
and I took time and did a redraft, think it’s strong on 
compliance and accountability, it can be too strong but I 
don’t think so. How do we next handle that conversation 
and are we still on a timeline. Now that I’ve read through it 
and made edits, what happens next.  
 
Javier: We’ll let Andre take a look. Ciara also put a 
comment this morning.    
 
Jesse: Think that will work well. Think we can accelerate 
disparity study roadmap, hopefully wrap up march instead 
of May. Good timing.  
 
Javier: Workforce Workgroup will be done by Feb 8th. 

 



Excited to look and check it out by our Feb 17th Committee 
meeting.  If we have a letter before the Feb 17th meeting, 
let us know.  
 

Potential Advocacy for 
Bills/Budget 
Investments 
Discussion 
 

Jan: For LCs on permitting and economic development, is 
that one of the LC’s? Industrial land was one of the things 
mentioned in the LC.  Want to track that and have 
knowledge on challenges on permitting, land use, and 
others.  
 
Javier: One of the governor’s bills dealing with economic 
development?   
 
Jan: Just want to make a note I’m tracking that and 
committee should track as well.  
 
Jesse: The LC 186 is if you’re out of tax compliance you 
can’t contract with the business. The disproportionate tax 
compliance challenges with black and brown communities, 
accidental vs intentional and lack of resources. Does this 
impact communities of colors differently by going in as red.  
 
Javier: You were talking about LC 109 on Governor’s bill. 

 
Meeting concludes at 10:39am. 

 

 
 

Meeting Materials 

 

LC0189_DRAFT_2026
_Regular_Session.pdf   
 
LC 127: https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311341 
 
LC 197: https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311319  
 
LC 186: https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311262  
 

 
 

Zoom Chat 
 

10:14:06 From Jesse Hyatt GOV to Hosts and panelists: 
 https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311341 
10:14:29 From Jesse Hyatt GOV to Hosts and panelists: 
 https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311319 
10:16:37 From Jesse Hyatt GOV to Hosts and panelists: 
 https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311262 
10:24:39 From Jesse Hyatt GOV to Hosts and panelists: 
 LC 186 �� 
10:31:17 From Yasmin Solorio, Gov. Office (She/her) to Hosts and panelists: 
 EOC Meeting is Feb 17th 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311341
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311319
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2025I1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/311262


1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

 LC 189
2026 Regular Session

12/22/25 (ASD/ps)

D R A F T
SUMMARY

Digest: The Act would have Business Oregon work with other state and

local bodies to update the state’s unified trade strategy. The Act would have

DAS make a procurement reform roadmap by September 15 of this year. The

Act would set up a task force to advise on how to retain business and private

investment in this state. (Flesch Readability Score: 61.3.)

Directs the Oregon Business Development Department to collaborate with

the Port of Portland, the Oregon Tourism Commission, the State Department

of Agriculture and other stakeholders on updating the unified trade strategy

for Oregon.

Directs the Oregon Department of Administrative Services to produce a

procurement reform roadmap and deliver the roadmap to a committee or in-

terim committee of the Legislative Assembly related to general government

no later than September 15, 2026.

Establishes the Task Force on Business Retention for the purpose of

making recommendations to the Legislative Assembly for improving strate-

gies to retain businesses and private investment in this state.

Declares an emergency, effective on passage.

A BILL FOR AN ACT

Relating to a unified trade strategy for Oregon; and declaring an emergency.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. (1) There is allocated for the biennium ending June 30,

2027, from the Administrative Services Economic Development Fund,

to the Oregon Business Development Department, the amount of

$300,000 for the purposes set forth in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) The Oregon Business Development Department, in collaboration

with the Port of Portland, the Oregon Tourism Commission, the State

Department of Agriculture and other stakeholders selected by the

NOTE: Matter in boldfaced type in an amended section is new; matter [italic and bracketed] is existing law to be omitted.

New sections are in boldfaced type.
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Oregon Business Development Department, shall update the unified

trade strategy for Oregon, including, but not limited to:

(a) Identifying opportunities to increase Oregon’s presence in for-

eign markets, including in-market capacity for emerging markets;

(b) Supporting outbound and inbound trade missions for govern-

ment and businesses, including support with aligned messaging;

(c) Promoting Oregon exports and attracting foreign direct invest-

ments in Oregon; and

(d) Providing technical assistance to Oregon exporters, including

those impacted by tariffs, to support international market access and

business expansion.

SECTION 2. (1) The Oregon Department of Administrative Services

shall produce a procurement reform roadmap. The roadmap must in-

clude:

(a) A legal analysis of current procurement laws to identify barriers

to effective local procurement, especially for businesses in econom-

ically distressed communities.

(b) An assessment of state procurement spending over the past five

years to determine what proportions of spending have gone to entities

in this state and outside of this state.

(c) A tax impact analysis comparing local and non-local contracts.

(d) A review of existing best practices being used by the state with

regard to procurement.

(e) Recommendations for implementation.

(2) The department shall deliver and report on the procurement

reform roadmap to a committee or interim committee of the Legisla-

tive Assembly relating to general government no later than September

15, 2026.

SECTION 3. Section 2 of this 2026 Act is repealed on January 2, 2027.

SECTION 4. (1) The Task Force on Business Retention is established

for the purpose of making recommendations to the Legislative As-

[2]
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sembly for improving strategies to retain businesses and private in-

vestment in this state.

(2) The task force consists of nine members appointed as follows:

(a) The President of the Senate shall appoint two nonvoting mem-

bers from among members of the Senate, one from the majority party

and one from the minority party.

(b) The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint two

nonvoting members from among members of the House of Represen-

tatives, one from the majority party and one from the minority party.

(c) The Governor shall appoint five members as follows:

(A) The Governor or the Governor’s designee.

(B) One member representing the Oregon Economic Development

Association.

(C) One member representing an economic development organiza-

tion serving the Portland metro region.

(D) One member representing an economic development organiza-

tion serving communities west of the Cascades.

(E) One member representing an economic development organiza-

tion serving communities east of the Cascades.

(3) The task force, in collaboration with any other task force es-

tablished by the Legislative Assembly and charged with a scope of

work that overlaps or intersects with the work of the Task Force on

Business Retention, shall develop recommendations to:

(a) Solicit input from existing businesses and economic develop-

ment organizations to inform the work of the task force.

(b) Expand and enhance business incentive programs to compete

more effectively with other states.

(c) Consolidate and streamline existing business retention and

recruitment programs.

(d) Increase proactive communication with businesses to under-

stand their needs and concerns.

[3]
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(e) Encourage collaboration between state, regional and local eco-

nomic development organizations to create a cohesive and integrated

approach to business retention and recruitment.

(f) Provide targeted support for businesses looking to expand within

Oregon.

(4) Recommendations developed under subsection (3) of this section

must include:

(a) Statutory changes needed to ensure that federal, state and local

funds are being spent to maximize outcomes and resource efficiency;

(b) Policy changes recommended based on a comparative analysis

of policies in other states that spend less on business incentives but

demonstrate better business retention and growth outcomes; and

(c) Any governance changes that would facilitate greater alignment

of spending decisions between federal, state and local economic devel-

opment agencies.

(5) A majority of the voting members of the task force constitutes

a quorum for the transaction of business.

(6) Official action by the task force requires the approval of a ma-

jority of the voting members of the task force.

(7) The task force shall elect one of its members to serve as chair-

person.

(8) If there is a vacancy for any cause, the appointing authority

shall make an appointment to become immediately effective.

(9) The task force shall meet at times and places specified by the

call of the chairperson or of a majority of the voting members of the

task force.

(10) The task force may adopt rules necessary for the operation of

the task force.

(11)(a) The task force shall provide draft recommendations devel-

oped under subsections (3) and (4) of this section to the interim com-

mittees of the Legislative Assembly related to economic development

[4]
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no later than September 15, 2026.

(b) The task force shall submit a final report of the task force’s

recommendations, in the manner provided by ORS 192.245, to the in-

terim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to economic de-

velopment no later than December 15, 2026.

(12) The Legislative Policy and Research Director shall provide staff

support to the task force, including by:

(a) Researching and providing analysis on current business re-

tention strategies in Oregon communities;

(b) Reviewing strategies that have been successful in other states;

(c) Reviewing data related to the challenges faced by Oregon busi-

nesses in remaining in or growing in Oregon; and

(d) Reviewing programs offered by state and local economic devel-

opment agencies.

(13) Members of the Legislative Assembly appointed to the task

force are nonvoting members of the task force and may act in an ad-

visory capacity only.

(14) Members of the task force who are not members of the Legis-

lative Assembly serve as volunteers on the task force and are not en-

titled to compensation or reimbursement for expenses.

(15) All agencies of state government, as defined in ORS 174.111, are

directed to assist the task force in the performance of the duties of the

task force and, to the extent permitted by laws relating to

confidentiality, to furnish information and advice that the members

of the task force consider necessary to perform their duties.

SECTION 5. Section 4 of this 2026 Act is repealed on December 31,

2027.

SECTION 6. This 2026 Act being necessary for the immediate pres-

ervation of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is de-

clared to exist, and this 2026 Act takes effect on its passage.

[5]
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