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Topic/Lead Notes/Main Points Decisions/ 
Action Items 

Welcome Governor Kotek provides welcome. Javier takes roll call.  

Legislative team 
Update 

(Danny Moran) 

Danny: Update on Governor’s priority bills and context. Last week was the first 
chamber deadline. The final revenue forecast is coming up in May.  
 

• HB3644 State shelter program. Passed in policy committee, is in Ways 
in Means.  

• HB2139 – Tribal housing grant program. Amendment in February. In 
Ways in Means.  

• SB814 Long Term rent assistance for youth. Passed 30/0 on senate floor. 
First Public hearing in the House.  

• HB2138 Governor’s middle housing bill. Now in Ways and Means.  
• HB3031 establishes infrastructure housing program. In Ways and Means 
•  HB2007 / HB 5047 Summer learning, passed senate floor and is on its 

way for Governor’s signature.  
• HB2140 updates CSL projections for state school fund. No new updates.  
• SB141 and HB 2009 now in Ways and means 
• HB3040 technical changes to HB3198, Early Literacy Success 
• SB412 Behavioral Health Workforce bill. Now in Ways in Means 

Danny to 
share 
legislative 
update notes 



• HB2059 now in Ways and Means 
• HB2467 clarifies criteria for civil commitment. Now in Ways and 

Means 
• HB3051 now in Joint Addiction and Community Safety  

 
Other key issues include: 

• Joint transportation committee – more detail on transportation package 
in legislature. On April 3rd a framework was released, will provide over 
$1.9 billion for state highway fund.  

• Provider Tax: Extends sunset, passed both chambers and signed by the 
governor.  

• Wildfire Funding: GRB included funding for targeted response and 
mitigation efforts. HB3940 is ominous bill, currently in house revenue 
committee, three sources of existing revenue potentially for 
consideration.  

• SB1177 is proposal from Senator Golden to redirect kicker one time to 
wildfire mitigation fund. 2/3rd of members need to support it for it to 
pass.  

• SJR11 brought by Senator Fred Girod. Direct some state lottery funds 
for state wildfire fund.  

 
Jan: Joint Transportation or other with economic committee? 
 
Danny: Just joint transportation.  
 
Angela: Gratitude and concern. Deep gratitude on summer learning money. 
Thank you so much for that. Wanted to continue voice concern on literacy 
money, lacks racial equity lens. Does not follow universal teacher training.   
 
Governor: I hear what you’re saying and don’t think we will see that out of the 
technical bill, one of the challenges is significant amount of investment and hear 
concern on targeting.  
 
Mark: What is the actual date for the economic forecast? 
 
Danny: May 14th is the date for the final revenue forecast.  
 
Javier: Danny, can you share those notes for the committee? 
 
Danny: Yes absolutely.  
 
Mark: Appreciate your leadership and guarding our values.  
  

Review of 
Inventory of letters 
that have been 
written and 
endorsed by the 
RJC 

Javier: Currently taking votes for letter to support the Governor’s 
Recommended Budget (GRB). Waiting for votes.  
 
Criminal Justice Reform Committee submitted three separate letters.  

• Justice Reinvestment Equity Program and Restorative Justice Grant 
Program 

• HB 2641 use of prior convictions sent to house judiciary committee.  
• HB 2465 Opposition letter on widening criminal justice  

 
Environmental Equity Committee drafting a letter supporting three bills: HB 
3528, HB 3170, HB 3010.  
 
Housing and Homelessness Committee discussing support letter for HB 2139, 
SB 814, HB 3031, HB 2138, HB 3644.  
 

 



Health Equity and Human Services Committee: related to behavioral health 
access, supporting governor’s recommended behavioral health budget.  
 
Jan: Thank you, Tristen and Paul, on letter writing. Appreciative and impressed. 
Advocate to overall GRB last day to vote for review and get eyes on GRB letter. 
Important to set the tone.  
 
Governor: putting the GRB together always lags, we do it December 1, and 
morphs as we come into session. At minimum we should do these things if we 
have the resources. From a co-chairs perspective they are coming to our office 
for reduction lists and prioritizing the GRB. The may forecast has a lot of 
importance for the session. We are getting pushback on all numbers for GRB.  
 
Angela: Appreciate being able to have this discussion. I wish we had had a 
discussion in the previous meeting before we were asked to vote. It’s not that I 
don’t think the state thinks its important. It’s my understanding the GRB is a 
framework and a lot happening around policy and how things will be spent that 
are detailed and has an impact. What are the tradeoffs and racial equity impacts 
on tradeoffs. We have not had a chance to fully discuss it as a council and have 
our questions answered.  
 
Governor: Appreciate those questions. We should reserve time to discuss this. 
Would be helpful for me to hear where else we should dig in. We have to 
prioritize if the number is down or flat, co-chairs are debating how much to set 
aside for future problems that can happen in 6 months. Meeting in May will be 
critical. We can probably take the whole meeting to talk about that as well. May 
meeting is important to get us through end of session.  
 
James Alan Parker: I appreciate the GRB letter, important and critical that we 
highlight that. We need elective leaders to lead towards a path of abundance. It is 
critical we realize that in budget line season, it is frontline communities that see 
reduction in resources that are much more critical given economic standard. 
Applaud that letter and the mindset around it. I appreciate that leadership and 
hope we can move forward. The message is something we will be carrying as we 
talk with elective leaders in Salem.  
 
Kim: Haven’t read the letter from co-chairs. Hoping you can share context for 
how they are pushing back and values on their shape of decisions.  
 
Governor: You have each of the subcommittees in Ways and means. Each are 
asking agency directors to prioritize reductions, what we have been asking back 
is for prioritization and scaling them   
 
Danny: Governor, I don’t think I have any more to add that but beside that you 
typically see these contingency plans and how we handle and manage that is a 
separate conversation too.  
 
Governor: Administrative impacts are usually the first but those will not be 
enough if the forecast is not what we are hoping for.  

Open Mic Marin: for Healthier Oregon program, is there discussion on protecting this 
population and data on engaging with federal government? Discussion on legally 
to protect this issue and fears. What’s Oregon going to do or not on protecting 
their data information. People are afraid, less enrollment.  
 
Governor: Very unique environment. Priority is data privacy. We have had to 
analyze what we currently give to the federal government and what is optional. 
Healthier Oregon is a state program, as we get requests, we will act or respond 
accordingly. Don’t have additional to share there, our goal is to protect that data.  
 

 



Mark: Both myself and co-chair Richardson were in bend for student success 
plans. How do we preserve those corporate tax dollars and safeguarding those 
investments.  
 
Governor: I am concerned variety of education investments are looking at 
reductions. The other piece is the calculations on the state school fund number is 
a little bit off from what we build into our budget because there's been a 
variation on what we were expecting on property taxes, that we have to spend 
more potentially to get to a state school fund number. I am watching and do not 
want us to go backward on any of our equity plans.  
 
Paul: Saddened to see you tapped Kim to take on OPDC, understanding it’s not 
a permanent move. Think he’s a great choice. Can you comment on this 
leadership change and OYA and what you will see moving forward.  
 
Governor: Let’s start with OYA because we haven't met since then. There is an 
interim director at the Oregon Youth Authority. There have been issues related 
to the office that takes complaints across the OYA facilities. There had been 
some challenges of the processing of complaints, and so I found it necessary to 
make sure we could have a reset there. There was actually going to be an ask for 
some small budget package because OYA is going to need some new 
investigation resources because there are thousands of unfinished cases that need 
to be addressed. What I am hearing though is people are supportive of OYA, 
they want to make sure it can move forward, so we just have to make sure they 
have what they need to address this particular issue and move forward in a good 
way. On the Oregon public defense Commission, which is now in the executive 
branch, I think the director who just left was doing an admirable job in a very 
complex situation and the confidence that the legislature is such that we needed 
to see some new leadership at least in the interim. Willing to step up to focus in 
the near term about addressing the unrepresented crisis, reset expectations, and 
transparency about the public defense system. Going forward there are a lot of 
long term conversations about public defense. I look forward to coming back and 
talking about that. I actually think the June meeting or a little past session would 
be good because I've asked the interim director to, by June 1, gives more of a 
game plan of how we're going to actually resolve this crisis. I'm not sure he's not 
going to have all the details but we need a game plan while we deal with the 
immediate crisis in some of these counties.  
 
Paul: Thank you.  
 
James: Appreciate your commitment to the environment and climate resilience. 
Is there something that we should be monitoring or looking towards as we see a 
complete reduction and withdrawal of federal resources on that? Is there 
something that is legislative that you have planned, or you know I'd love to know 
your thoughts on that.  
 
Governor: Oregon has a standard already in place to say we're not going 
backward or doing less here in the State of Oregon. We're doing what we've been 
doing, we're not changing it. I think that provides more consistency for the 
businesses who are here. That is a good backstop for us on the climate side. I 
think it is a reassessment of what will be achievable in the direct administration 
because a lot of our plans going into this year were taking advantage of 
significant federal resources that we were awarded at the end of last year. Going 
to fight to ensure Oregon receives those dollars. Reassessing if there are some 
kind of priorities in this session, for example in my budget supporting 
community resilience or the community renewable energy program which has 
been combined with more resilience, like communities getting access to 
renewable energy that also improves their resilience in places that could be 
impacted by climate change. There's also a bill that's on the move that really 



assesses how large users of electricity are going to potentially pay more of their 
fair share so ratepayers aren't seeing so much of the impact on their residential 
utility bills. I think that's important, it keeps our clean energy goals on track but 
also protects low income or moderate income big players better than we're 
currently doing.  
 
Danny: It's a tough time. We're going to have to reassess after session, by then 
we'll probably have a better sense of what's going on with the federal 
administration. But there is an immediate impact right now in communities who 
were expecting these dollars, it's very disheartening these dollars were promised, 
they should be flowing, but they are not.  
 
Mark: How can we support you and your staff? Do you mention our elected 
officials over the capital and what not and of course we endorsed the letter. 
 
Governor: I think the letters, re-elevating the priorities of the council are really 
good at this moment so thank you for doing that. I think if you have personal 
relationships with your legislators, just reminding them we don't want to end this 
session going backwards particularly when it relates to racial justice. Also when 
you hear things through your networks, feel free to reach out to Javier, Andre, or 
Danny. If you know or are hearing things, please let us know.  
 

Adjourn  Meeting adjourned at 3:58pm.  

  

Materials 
Danny , RJC 

Legislative Update - 4 
 

 
Zoom Chat 

 
15:03:11 From Yasmin Solorio, Gov. Office (She/her) to Hosts and panelists: 
 Zoom outage for over 70k users 
15:03:43 From Javier Cervantes, Gov. Office (El, He, Him, His) to Hosts and panelists: 
 Agenda 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 1. Legislative Team Update on Bills of Interest  
 2. Review Inventory of letters that have been written and endorsed by the RJC.  
 3. Open Mic  
 4. Adjourn 
15:04:13 From Andre Bealer (he/him) Governor's Office to Hosts and panelists: 
 Andre Bealer; Equity and Racial Justice Director 
15:04:21 From Andre Bealer (he/him) Governor's Office to Hosts and panelists: 
 off camera with internet issues 
15:04:40 From Ami Goswami (she/her) Comm. Eng. Manager to Hosts and panelists: 
 Ami Goswami, Community Engagement Manager 
15:07:12 From Jan Mason to Hosts and panelists: 
 How about Marin? 
15:07:15 From Danny Moran (he/him), Governor's Office to Hosts and panelists: 
 Danny Moran, Deputy Legislative Director 
15:07:19 From KC LeDell to Hosts and panelists: 
 KC LeDell, Senior Behavioral Health Advisor 
15:07:19 From Svetha Ambati (she/her), Governor's Office to Hosts and panelists: 
 Svetha Ambati, Senior Housing Advisor 
15:07:28 From Yasmin Solorio, Gov. Office (She/her) to Hosts and panelists: 
 Yasmin Solorio, Executive Assistant 
15:07:45 From Johnna Timmes to Hosts and panelists: 
 Good afternoon- Johnna Timmes, Education Initiatives Director 
15:08:06 From Angela Uherbelau she/her to Hosts and panelists: 



 Going briefly off camera to get a better headset 
15:12:11 From Johnna Timmes to Hosts and panelists: 
 Woohoo! 
15:24:15 From Mark Jackson to Hosts and panelists: 
 What is the actual date for the economic forecast? 
15:27:35 From Andre Bealer (he/him) Governor's Office to Hosts and panelists: 
 The deadline to vote on the GRB support letter is 5pm today. 
15:28:21 From Angela Uherbelau she/her to Hosts and panelists: 
 Really appreciate the hard work of the Criminal Justice Reform Committee! 
15:30:07 From Paul Solomon to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thanks Angela! 
15:33:05 From Paul Solomon to Hosts and panelists: 
 I just want to thank Javier and all of the staff who helped shepherd our committee letters! 
15:33:34 From James Alan Parker to Hosts and panelists: 
 Has the GRB letter received the votes to move forward @Andre? 
15:34:08 From Andre Bealer (he/him) Governor's Office to Hosts and panelists: 
 Prior to the meeting, the GRB letter is one vote short. 
15:41:00 From Josie Silverman-Mendez (she/her), Willamette Health Council to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thank you all for the updates and advocacy. I need to drop off early for another commitment. 
15:45:39 From RJC Annie Valtierra-Sanchez to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thank you fro asking Marin 
15:50:59 From Kim McCarty to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thank you for being clear that you want to retain current equity plan programs. 
15:57:03 From Javier Cervantes, Gov. Office (El, He, Him, His) to Hosts and panelists: 
 Next meeting May 15 3 PM-5 PM. 
15:57:56 From James Cador to Hosts and panelists: 
 Thank you! 
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Deadline Update: Last Wednesday (4/9) was the first chamber deadline - that’s the deadline by 
when all policy bills had to be voted out of their policy committees - moving those bills either to a 
floor vote in the House or Senate, or moving them to the Ways and Means Committee if they had a 
fiscal impact. 

There are exceptions for Rules committees, Revenue committees and joint committees - in this 
case, the Joint Transportation Committee and Joint Committee on Addiction and Community Safety 
Response. Any bills in those committees are not subject to the same legislative deadlines. 

NOTE: The final revenue forecast prior to the end of the session will be released on Wednesday, 
May 14 (less than four weeks away). Once the forecast is in, we’ll start to see some more 
movement on agency budget bills and other policy bills with a fiscal impact 

NOTE: Now that we are through the first chamber deadline, the second chamber deadline will be 
on Friday, May 23 (five weeks away). 

Housing Bills 

1. HB 3644 - Establish state shelter program 

a. The goal is to reduce unsheltered homelessness and transition people from homelessness 
into housing stability, the result of a joint workgroup created by the Governor and Representative 
Pam Marsh  

b. Implements a structured and outcomes-based program that provides communities 
flexibility for local planning based on their context and needs 

c. The bill passed out of its policy committee on March 17 and is now in Ways and Means. 

2. HB 2139-2 - Establish Tribal housing grant program 

a. Creates a flexible grant program that respects tribal sovereignty and allows each nation to 
determine how to best invest in housing and homelessness solutions. 

b. No change since last meeting - Adopted -2 and passed committee on 2/19; still in Ways and 
Means 

3. SB 814 - Expand access to long-term rent assistance for youth 

a. Ensures that youth exiting OYA facilities are eligible for the existing OHCS rental assistance 
program. 

b. Since our last update, the bill passed unanimously off the Senate floor (30-0) and it had its 
public hearing in the House Committee on Housing and Homelessness yesterday. 

4. HB 2138 - Middle Housing Bill 
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a. Legalizes thousands of new housing units by allowing additional duplexes, triplexes, 
quadplexes, cottage clusters, and townhouses across Oregon 

b. Eliminates barriers to development for additional middle housing in every community 

c. Requires incentives for accessible homes and affordable homeownership 

d. The bill passed out of committee with bipartisan support last week and is now in Ways and 
Means. 

5. HB 3031 - Establish a Infrastructure for Housing program 

a. Establishes program that invests $100 million to provide loans, forgivable loans, and grants 
to fund transportation, water, wastewater, or stormwater infrastructure that unlocks new housing 

b. Passed out of committee on March 19 and is in Ways and Means 

Education Bills 

1. HB 2007 / HB 5047: Summer Literacy 

a. The bill commits to $35 million in ongoing funding for summer learning with a specific focus 
on literacy. It passed unanimously off the House floor last week and today passed the Senate with 
broad bipartisan support. It will be headed to the Governor’s desk ASAP. 

b. It’s a huge win to come away from this session with sustainable summer learning funding 

2. HB 2140: Updating CSL Projections for the State School Fund 

a. This bill remains in Ways and Means. It was part of the Governor’s commitment to 
modernize the way current service level is calculated for the State School Fund, which for this year 
resulted in a $515 million increase for the CSL of the State School Fund. Both the Governor and 
Ways and Means co-chairs have set their target number for the State School Fund at $11.4 billion. 

3. SB 141/HB 2009: K-12 Accountability 

a. Along with increased investment in K-12 education, the Governor has also been clear that 
we need to see better student outcomes. That’s why she brought forward SB 141 and HB 2009 - in 
partnership with the House Speaker and Senate President. 

b. The bills propose improving the existing continuum of supports provided by ODE by 
requiring targeted technical assistance and coaching if school districts don’t make reasonable 
progress towards performance growth targets that are set with the state. 

c. The bill also has a number of provisions to reduce the administrative burden on school 
districts. 

d. The Governor has also directed ODE to take a number of administrative steps to improve 
grant consolidation, data collection and public transparency, and improve internal operations and 
elevate existing best practices and support for school districts across Oregon. 
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e. Both bills moved with bipartisan support to Ways and Means last week. 

4. HB 3040 

a. Technical changes to HB 3198 - Early Literacy Success initiative 

b. Set up regional system of literacy coaches across the state 

c. Bill moved out of committee last week; in ways and means  

 

Behavioral Health Bills 

1. SB 142: Behavioral Health Workforce 

a. $48 million investment in education, training, and retention for behavioral health workforce. 

b. Moved out of Senate Early Childhood and Behavioral Health 4/1, now in Ways and Means. 

2. HB 2059: Behavioral Health Capacity investments $90M  

a. Invests in residential behavioral health placements across the State, to meet needs 
identified by regional groups of behavioral health stakeholders. This would fund the building of 300+ 
behavioral health residential beds, helping us to meet our obligation under State Hospital litigation. 

b. Moved out of House Behavioral Health and Healthcare unanimously on 4/8, now in Ways 
and Means. 

3. HB 2467: Civil Commitment  

a. Bill drafted by National Association on Mental Illness (NAMI) and supported by our office. 
Clarifies and expands the criteria for someone to be civilly committed to mental health treatment, 
to make it easier to divert them out of the criminal justice system. 

b. Moved out of House Judiciary unanimously on 4/8, now in Ways and Means. 

4. HB 3051: Aid and Assist - Oregon State Hospital  

a. Bill put forth by OHA to show the court we are making every effort to get back in compliance 
with the Oregon State Hospital court order. 

b. Moved out of House Judiciary to Joint Addiction and Community Safety Response with no 
recommendation. Conversations are ongoing. 

 

Other Key Issues: 

1. Transportation Package 
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a. On April 3rd the Co-Chairs of the Joint Transportation Committee and House/Senate 
leadership released a framework for addressing our state’s transportation funding crisis. The 
framework would provide an additional $1.9 billion per biennium to the State Highway Fund; the 
bulk of this revenue ($1.5B) would be derived from increases to traditional sources including the 
state gas tax, registration, title and weight mile fees.   $486 million per biennium will come for a 
new, 1%, one-time system use fee on all vehicles at the time of sale.   

b. The framework also modernizes transportation funding by: 

i.Indexing the fuels tax. 

ii.Phasing in mandatory road usage charges for light vehicles 

iii.Phasing in a mandatory road usage charge for corporate delivery fleets. 

c. Release of the framework is an important step in preventing significant cuts to service 
should the legislature fail to identify new funding for transportation this session. The Governor’s 
office continues to work closely with the legislature and ODOT to support the framework and 
answer specific questions about how the funding will be used to support maintenance, operations 
and preservation.  

2. Provider Tax 

a. HB 2010: This is the bill that extended the sunset on an assessment on health care 
providers and health insurance plan premiums through 2032, which is used to cover the state’s 
share of the Medicaid program and allows the state to obtain significant federal matching funds. 

b. The base Medicaid funding bill that includes continuing provider and insurer assessments 
passed the House 40-15 and the Senate 22-5, and it was signed by the Governor three weeks ago. 

3. Wildfire Funding 

a. The Governor’s Recommended Budget included $150 million for immediate suppression 
and response, as well as targeting another $130 million per biennium for mitigation and fire 
readiness programs to protect our communities and natural resources from the devastating 
impacts of wildfire. 

b. HB 3940 (Lively): This is the wildfire funding omnibus bill. There are two components I’ll get 
into later. This bill is now in the House Revenue Committee, where there will be a further vetting of 
the policy. There are a number of policy elements in the bill relating to treasury loans, fire protection 
districts, lot assessments, and more. From a funding standpoint, the following will be considered to 
help get to the Governor’s funding target: 

i.Bottle Bill 

ii.Insurance Retaliatory Tax 

iii.Ending Fund Balance 
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iv.Rainy Day Fund 

c. SB 1177 (Golden): This proposal would redirect the kicker one time and put that money in a 
Wildfire Mitigation and Adaptation Fund that would gain interest over time. The kicker is in the 
Oregon Constitution, meaning that ⅔ of members in both the Senate and House would need to 
approve this. That would mean at least 2 Senate Republicans and 4 House Republicans in addition 
to all Democrats.  

SJR 11 (Girod): This is a referral to the voters to direct a percentage of the net proceeds from the 
State Lottery into a wildfire fund. This and the kicker bill are in Senate Finance and Revenue, and 
they each had hearings on April 8. 
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