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The True Cost of Wildfire
• Significant social, economic, and environmental 

implications: 
• Losses: Infrastructure, Cultural Resources, Tourism, 

Smoke and Health Impacts,  Transportation & Power 
Interruptions, Watersheds, Wildlife Habitat, Timber, 
Agriculture, Recreation, …..

• Recovery: Following the 2020 Labor Day Fires: Oregon 
Legislature passes HB 5006 - $480 million.  Approximately 
3 Billion in Insurance Claims

• Studies showing over 10X the costs of suppression 
• Headwater Economics: Suppression at 9% of total

• Western Forestry Leadership Coalition: 2-30X 

• National Institute of Standards & Technology: 2-50X

Oregon Suppression Costs increase - 8x

$11.6 Million Avg. 
2003-2012

$89.6 Million Avg. 
2013-2022



Oregon Takes Action
• 2019: Governor’s Council on Wildfire Response

• Over 100 Volunteers produce 37 recommendations
• Anchored in the National Cohesive Wildfire Strategy: 

• Adequate Response
• Resilient Landscapes
• Fire Adapted Communities

• 2021: Oregon Legislature passes Senate Bill 762
• $195 million investment
• Creates the Wildfire Programs Director and Advisory Council

• 11 Implementation Agencies

• 2023: Oregon Legislature Deliberates on: SB 80, 509 and 82

• SB 80 – Omnibus Wildfire Programs Bill (addresses risk mapping issues,
creates wildfire home preparedness program to harden homes)

• SB 509 – Evolves the Community Risk Reduction Program to establish
Neighborhood Protection Cooperative Program.

• SB 82 – Strives for a Partnerships with Oregon Insurance Industry.

Readiness & 
Response, 

$107,131,946

Resilient 
Landscapes, 
$27,990,713

Fire Adapted 
Communities, 

$59,528,117

SB 762 (2021) Investment Distribution 
$195 Million

National Cohesive Wildfire Strategy - Tenants
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Financing Fire Protection

Continuation of SB 762 Investments
• Ongoing Legislative Deliberation

Private/Public Partnerships
• Forest Patrol & Fire District assessments, Utility 

Fees, Volunteer Investments

Federal Partnerships
• IIJA/IRA 

Philanthropy
• Evolving Opportunities



Next Steps?

Wildfire Programs Advisory Council

Doug Grafe, Governor’s Wildfire and Emergency Response Advisor

https://www.oregon.gov/gov/policies/Pages/wildfire-programs-council.aspx
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