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Land Use Element: DEFENSIBLE SPACE

Image credit: Grand County Wildfire Council



Land Use Element: ZONING

Zoning is a tool cities and counties use to govern “permitted uses”. 
Zoning also governs whether or not buildings are allowed, the size of 
buildings, and how buildings relate to their surroundings. The practice 
of zoning was established in the United States to protect human health 
in response to the dangerous conditions that arose during the 
industrial revolution. 

• Zoning separates uses seen as incompatible.
• Every county in Oregon has areas zoned for urban use, and areas 

zoned for resource use. 



Land Use Element: ZONING
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Land Use Element: ZONING



Land Use Element: ZONING

Image Credit: CPAW; Community planning tools for wildfire. 
“2018 Final Recommendations for Wasco County, OR.” 



Land Use Element: ZONING

• Community Wildfire Protection Plans 

• Natural Hazard Mitigation Plans

• Local Zoning and Development Code



Land Use Element: ZONING



Land Use Element: BUILDING CODES

Image Credit: disastersafety.org



Land Use Element: INFORMATION SERVICES

https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/index.html?viewer=wildfireplanning
https://tools.oregonexplorer.info/OE_HtmlViewer/index.html?viewer=wildfireplanning


Information Resources Needed for Land Use Decision-making to 
Plan and Mitigate Wildfire Risk

• Up-to-date statewide wildfire risk map 
(e.g., QRA dataset)

• Up-to-date Oregon WUI dataset
• Up-to-date Structures dataset 

(especially within the WUI)
• Up-to-date Fire perimeters
• Up-to-date Fire Locations & ignition 

cause
• Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer co-

sponsored by ODF, USFS, OSFM, DLCD 
and others

• Quantitative Risk Assessment dataset 
(published 2018)

• WUI dataset representing (1990-2010 
data) using Federal Register definition

• Where People Live “housing density” 
dataset (2013)

• Fire perimeters 2000-2018
• Fire Locations & ignition cause 1992-

2017
• Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer co-

sponsored by ODF and USFS

What we have:What we need:



Land Use Decision-making Questions to Plan and Mitigate Wildfire Risk:
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