
Oregon’s Wildfire Response 
Council



Cohesive Wildfire Strategy: 
Communications Plan

1. Restore & Maintain Resilient Landscapes 
• Communicate prescribed burn plans

• Promote smoke management toolkit, support health monitoring efforts
• Engage communities in fuel reductions strategies

• Prescribed fire
• Managed wildfire
• Thinning projects 

• Support local collaboratives
• Amplify messaging
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2. Fire-Adapted Communities 

• Prevent human-caused wildfires (e.g., Bigfoot, Smokey Bear)
• Educate residents to reduce wildfire risks (e.g., Firewise, Fire 

Restrictions)
• Defensible space
• Building codes
• Behavioral risks
• Wildfire Risk Explorer

• Support vulnerable populations
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3. Respond to Wildfires 

• Training for initial attack 
• Disaster response, evacuations
• Disaster recovery, resources
• Health 
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• Recommendations  Communications Structure

• Data Driven
• Facts, stats, data to direct messaging

• Target Communications
• Audience - demographics, geography, relevance
• Communicators – public/private, integrated 
• Key Messages – urban, rural, public/private
• Methods – media, social media, print, face-to-face

• Opportunities & Gaps
• Identify to bridge gaps and amplify successes



• 4 days in mid-August
• 10 agencies 
• Hundreds of thousands of visitors
• ZERO human-caused wildfires 
• Lower than 10 year average



Over 1 million hits in one fire season
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• Recommendation –

Convene Communications Work Group

• Next Steps:
• Chair assign lead
• Identify members
• Establish timeline 
• Create and implement Communications Strategy 
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