
Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer

Tools to Plan for Wildfire

Janine Salwasser, Institute for Natural Resources
Governor’s Council on Wildfire Response

April 23, 2019 



• Short-term
• Increase wildfire risk awareness with new data (USFS, 2018)
• Increase local capacity for updating Community Wildfire Protection Plans 

(CWPP)
• Help communities identify and prioritize wildfire risk reduction projects

• Long-term
• Improve wildfire risk planning and decision making across broad 

landscapes at all levels
• Increase the number of fire-adapted communities

Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer Project Goals (2015-2019)



www.oregonexplorer.info



Oregon Explorer: Wildfire Risk topic



New wildfire risk 
landing page and tools

launched in 
May 2018



Make a wildfire risk map or generate a report for a home, watershed or county

Basic Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer – wildfire risk tools for the public













Advanced Report tool  
launched April 2019



Advanced Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer – wildfire risk tools for planners

Generate a detailed report for custom area, watershed, or county



Select a predefined geographic area or a custom area 

















Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer Advanced Report Maps and Tables





Oregon Wildfire Risk Explorer (OWRE) Tools

Basic OWRE
• Limited set of wildfire risk 

data layers
• Dynamic summary
• Homeowner’s Report
• Summary Report: county, 5th

field watershed
• Reports available 

immediately

Advanced OWRE
• Expanded set of wildfire risk 

data layers
• Advanced report: county, 5th

and 6th field watersheds, 
custom area

• Download data for area of 
interest

• Advanced report gets   
emailed to you later
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Questions?

www.oregonexplorer.info

For more information, you can contact me at: Janine.salwasser@oregonstate.edu



A Long-term Oregon Explorer Collaboration

About the Institute for 
Natural Resources

Established by the Oregon 
Legislature in 2001 through the 
Oregon Sustainability Act, INR helps 
decision makers identify and use 
relevant science in making natural 
resource policy and management 
decisions. We are headquartered at 
Oregon State University and have 
offices at Portland State University.

About the Oregon State 
University Libraries and Press

OSULP enhances and supports the 
university’s instructional and 

research programs with traditional 
and innovative services and 

collections. The Press advances 
knowledge of Oregon and the Pacific 

Northwest through publications. 
The collaboration with INR adds to 
the amount and value of resources 
OSULP can make available to users.



15 Explorer Sites

Stories Archived ResourcesSpatial DataTools

Supporting natural resource and 
community decision making since 2007 

Redesigned in 2015 to make it a more 
integrative and place-based user 

experience that can be sustained over 
time with sponsored topic pages and tools

www.oregonexplorer.info
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