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DATE: October 15, 2020 
TO: The Wildfire Economic Recovery Council 
FROM: Alex Campbell, Southern Oregon/South Coast Umpqua RS Coordinator  
SUBJECT: Southern Oregon Wildfire Economic Recovery Team 

 
Summary: The SO WERT had its initial meeting. The Team got oriented to each other (the 
membership includes 2-4 members from each of these sectors: local government; business; 
economic development; education; philanthropy; and community-based NGOs); heard 
presentations about county and state government recovery structures; and discussed the 
Debris Task Force recommendation for Phase 2.  
 
Issues (in no particular order):  

1. Desire of survivors to remain as close to their communities from which they were 
displaced. 

2. Concerns about fall rains and impacts on water quality. 
3. Unknowns regarding mobile home park tenant rules. 
4. Uncertainty about debris removal for commercial properties, including mobile home 

parks. 
 
Potential Solutions and Opportunities (in no particular order):  

1. There was a clear consensus among the local governments represented to support the 
Debris Taskforce’s recommendation for Phase 2. 

2. Coordinated activity among multiple private philanthropic efforts to address unmet 
interim and long-term housing needs. 

3. City of Phoenix expressed appreciation for lots of mutual aid from local governments, 
and an offer of assistance from Business Oregon for assistance with Hazard Mitigation 
grant applications. 

 
 
Looking Ahead:  
Next week the group will begin with a round-table discussion of non-governmental recovery 
efforts and collaborations. The group will also receive more information on interim housing 
discussions. 


