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Docket Item:  

Legislative Update - February 2017. 

 

Session Begins:  

The 2017 Legislative Session formally began in January, but February 1 was the first 

day for committee meetings and general legislative business. As of now, HECC is 

tracking approximately 175 legislative measures. These include intensive statewide 

education policy proposals, measures that affect our institutional partners as colleges 

or universities, either collectively or individually, but also general items that affect 

state agency rulemaking, procurement, and other agency functions. 

 

Legislative Coordination and Collaboration:  

The process for analyzing legislation and communicating with the numerous and 

varied interested parties involves many staff at the HECC. When a measure is 

received, individual policy staff in specific units of the HECC are assigned to review a 

bill. For bills where staff indicate that HECC or its stakeholders may have a significant 

interest, initial meetings are typically held to discuss the measure and possible 

approaches to suggesting improvements or working with legislators and other 

interested parties. 

All this information bubbles up through the legislative director, and is then circulated 

through the agency and external stakeholders through a variety of meetings and 

communications. In any week in the legislative session, the following meetings are 

regularly held: 

 Legislative Weekly Preview: A meeting for HECC agency bill managers to 

discuss the week ahead, consider agency testimony on items, ensure coverage 

at legislative hearings, and discuss the potential for amendments on HECC 

initiatives or challenges with measures that need a resolution. 

 Legislative Weekly Wrap: A meeting for HECC agency bill managers to discuss 

the events of the previous week and examine opportunities for follow-up based 
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on any issues that arose through legislative meetings, hearings, and other 

activities. 

 Education Agencies Legislative Coordinators Meeting: A discussion between the 

legislative staff of various education agencies in the state, such as the Oregon 

Department of Education and the Chief Education Office, to ensure legislation 

is examined through multiple perspectives. In addition, the legislative 

coordinators identify opportunities for collaboration based on shared agency 

goals. 

 Universities Legislative Meeting: A meeting at which the universities, 

coordinated by the University Council of Presidents, meet to discuss legislative 

business and engage in shared analysis and decision making on legislative 

items. HECC participates in this meeting to share its input and perspective. 

 Colleges Legislative Meeting: A meeting at which the colleges, coordinated by 

the Oregon Community College Association (OCCA), meet to discuss legislative 

business and engage in shared analysis and decision making on legislative 

items. HECC also participates in this meeting. 

 

Recent HECC Legislative Activity 

 In the House Higher Education and Workforce Development Committee on 

February 2, Ben Cannon, HECC Executive Director, delivered a detailed 

presentation on Oregon’s higher education structure, as well as HECC’s state 

goals and strategies. The presentation was intended to include a discussion of 

state funding, but significant participation by committee members kept that 

discussion from occurring. The Committee has many new members, including 

members serving their first legislative terms. 

 In the Senate Education Committee on February 2, Juan Baez-Arevalo, Interim 

Director of the HECC Office of Student Access and Completion, and Kyle 

Thomas, HECC Director of Legislative and Policy Affiars, delivered an overview 

of the Oregon Promise Program and testified in favor of Senate Bill 55. This bill 

is an agency-sponsored bill that removes the $10million dollar annual cap on 

Oregon Promise grants. 

 In the House Higher Education and Workforce Development Committee, on 

February 7, Thomas testified on two additional HECC-sponsored bills. House Bill 

2312, which updates state workforce statutes to recognize the passage of 

updated federal law, and House Bill 2314, which makes various other technical 

statute changes. Both items were the subject of committee work sessions after 

the hearings. 
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 On the same day in the same Committee, Cannon was joined by representatives 

of OCCA and the universities to deliver an overview presentation on 

affordability and financial aid. 

 In the Senate Education Committee on February 7, HECC submitted testimony 

on Senate Bill 8, which permits colleges and universities to voluntarily merge 

their operations, and Senate Bill 207, which mandates institutions provide 

credit to students for Advanced Placement examination scores of three or 

better. 

 Finally, Cannon and Thomas have participated in numerous meetings with 

individual legislators. The first meetings were with members of the education-

related committees, budget committees, as well as with members that have a 

known significant interest in HECC or post-secondary education. 

 

Legislative Environment:  

A change in federal administrations and the potential for significant federal policy 

changes in multiple areas, with associated changes in federal funding, combined with 

increasing state healthcare and PERS costs, and uncertainty over the capacity or the 

desire of the legislature collectively to raise revenue, dominates discussion at the 

Capitol.  

 

 


