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ORS 350.075 directs the Higher Education Coordinating Commission to “approve the
mission statement adopted by a governing board of a public university.”

At previous meetings, the Commission has approved mission statements for OSU
(June, 2015), UO (June, 2015), PSU (April, 2016), OIT (June, 2016), and WOU (June,
2016).

During 2016-17, Southern Oregon University undertook a campus and community-wide
effort to develop a new vision, mission statement, values, and strategic directions. On
November 16, 2017, the SOU Board of Trustees approved the new mission as follows:

“Southern Oregon University is a regionally-engaged learning community committed to being the
educational provider of choice for learners throughout their lives.

We inspire curiosity and creativity, compel critical thinking, foster discovery, and cultivate bold
ideas and actions.

We achieve student success, professional preparation, and civic engagement through service
excellence, evolving technologies, and innovative curriculum.

We foster access, equity, inclusion and diversity in thought and practice.
We prepare our learners to be responsible, engaged citizens in our democracy.

We promote economic vitality, sustainability, cultural enrichment, and social well-being in our
region, the state, the nation, and the world.”

SOU will present its new vision, mission, values, and strategic directions to the HECC,
with request for Commission approval of the mission statement.

Staff Recommendation:

Commission approval of SOU’s board-approved mission statement.



