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Docket Item:  

Accelerated Learning Standards Implementation Update – continued from December  

 

Summary: 

Following a robust conversation at the December 2017 HECC meeting about supporting 
students during their transition from high school to university with Willamette 
Promise earned credits, two areas were identified for a January update.  

First, partners provide an account of the steps already taken, and planned, between 
Oregon State University and Willamette Promise/Western Oregon University 
representatives, with special attention to support systems for students who are 
entering Oregon State University with postsecondary credit earned through the 
Willamette Promise program.  

Second, HECC staff provide supplementary background on the Assessment Based 
Learning (ABL) standards and what those specific standards are designed to achieve.  

Oregon has adopted a full slate of standards, developed and designed to support 
accelerated learning across the state. This summary addresses the request to provide 
a clear understanding of the ABL standards and the accompanying transcript notation 
requirement. 

The Oregon standards ensure that all partnerships around the state are supporting 
students with rigorous college experiences and opportunities for college credit. The 
state standards are not targeted at one institution or one partnership. 

Accelerated Learning partnerships, in the multitude of forms that exist in Oregon, are 
ideally situated at the intersection of our secondary and postsecondary education 
sectors, to support innovation and structural reform in support of student success. 
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Docket Material: 

Supporting Students  

Below are several of the steps already taken, and planned, between Oregon State 
University and Willamette Promise/Western Oregon University representatives, with 
special attention to support systems for students who are entering Oregon State 
University with postsecondary credit earned through the Willamette Promise program.  

1. OSU has reached out to OSU students present at the HECC meeting to explain 
to them the process available to appeal any decisions to accept WP credit as 
electives. OSU is also communicating the appeal process to all OSU students 
who have transferred in with WP credit, establishing a single point of contact 
for students with WP credit who have questions about credit transfer, and 
communicating with all former WP students about options for coursework 
pathways at OSU going forward. 

2. WOU/WP faculty continue to be available to OSU faculty to discuss course topic 
alignment, recognizing that course design may vary from one institution to 
another and indeed, can vary among faculty within a department teaching the 
same course. To minimize risk to WP students, only Oregon Transfer Module-
serving (general education) courses are offered. OSU is arranging a meeting 
with WOU’s Associate Provost for Academic Effectiveness to prepare for 
bringing OSU faculty and WOU faculty together again to jointly address 
differences regarding Willamette Promise (WP) courses, issues raised in OSU’s 
June 2017 memo to WOU and WOU’s responses, and OSU’s accreditation 
concerns and WOU’s approaches to addressing its own accreditation 
requirements as they relate to WP. 

3. Because Writing 121-122 received considerable reference at the December 14 
HECC meeting, WOU-WP writing faculty have requested to meet with OSU's 1st-
year writing faculty to resolve any lingering concerns. OSU has constituted a 
small internal group to re-review WP’s approach to delivering and assessing 
performance in Writing 121-122 and will engage with WOU-WP writing faculty. 

4. WOU asserts that its WP courses are in full alignment with HECC standards for 
assessment-based learning and WOU will ensure that all WOU-WP hosted 
courses continue to be in full alignment with these standards. WOU cannot 
adjust its course delivery to satisfy a particular university faculty's request if 
that moves WOU-WP out of alignment with the ABL standards. For its part, OSU 
does not believe all WP courses meet the ABL standards and are concerned that 
some WP courses are not consistent with, and of the same quality as, the 
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courses offered by WOU faculty on the WOU campus. The OSU faculty are also 
concerned that some WP high school teachers are not qualified to deliver 
college-level courses. WOU and OSU positions on these matters will be the core 
subject of meetings of faculty articulated in follow-up action 1. 

 

Background on the Assessment Based Learning Standards  

Historically, high school students earning dual credit through an Oregon college or 
university have not enjoyed any guarantee that it will transfer as non-elective credit 
to the school where they eventually matriculate – even when it does not have a 
special designation. In fact, challenges associated with transferring community 
college credit (including accelerated learning credits) to public universities were the 
driver behind the passage of HB 2998 in 2017. 

In 2014, the Eastern Promise came up for review before the HECC’s Dual Credit 
Oversight Committee, which was responsible for approving dual credit programs under 
ORS 340.310. The Committee reviewed a collection of evidence provided by Eastern 
Oregon University and in 2015 determined that the Eastern Promise did not meet the 
State’s existing dual credit standards (which the HECC had inherited from its 
predecessor boards). This conclusion was due to several substantive differences from 
the dual credit model, including the program’s greater emphasis on learning 
assessments and its greater flexibility with respect to teacher qualifications. Members 
of the Committee noted, however, that the Eastern Promise represented an 
encouraging approach to expanding a college going culture with access to high-quality 
college credit in high school. The Committee also, and significantly, concluded that 
its failure to conform to traditional dual credit standards suggested that it represents 
a different and innovative form of accelerated learning altogether rather than an 
inferior approach to dual credit.  

Inspired partly by the success of the Eastern Promise, in 2013, 2015 and 2017 the 
Oregon Legislature funded grant programs designed to expand opportunity for Oregon 
high school students to access college credits through regional collaborations. Along 
with other regional collaborations, state grants were awarded to the Willamette 
Promise (a partnership currently between Western Oregon University, Oregon Tech, 
Corban University, Willamette ESD, and K-12 school districts) to support the 
development of an accelerated learning model that borrowed from approaches 
pioneered by the Eastern Promise, including its reliance on cross-graded assessments, 
and close partnerships between high school and university faculty supported by 
professional learning communities.  
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As early as 2014, HECC started to hear increasing concerns from some other higher 
education institutions about the approach that Willamette Promise, in particular, had 
proposed and the fact that neither it nor the Eastern Promise had been approved by  
the State’s Dual Credit Oversight Committee. Based on what they understood about 
the program, some higher education leaders believed their accreditation 
requirements did not permit them to accept the Willamette Promise credit, and it 
was even suggested that they might be forced to regard all credit transferred from 
Willamette Promise-participating institutions as non-equivalent. As a result, in 2015 
the HECC, jointly with the public university Provosts’ Council and the community 
college Council of Instructional Administrators, appointed and convened the 
Accelerated Learning Workgroup to make recommendations about the need for State 
standards to accommodate these “new” ways of delivering accelerated learning. The 
goal was to build a shared understanding and approach among higher education 
institutions that would minimize the risk of credit loss for high school students who 
participated in such accelerated learning courses.  

In mid-2016, the Accelerated Learning Workgroup reached consensus on accelerated 
learning standards that included Assessment-Based Learning (ABL) and Sponsored Dual 
Credit (SDC). Institutions were required to explore the new requirements and make 
adjustments in their programming in order to settle into one of the three models.  

All public institutions are required to align with the three models (and not hybrid 
versions of them) for the 2017-2018 school year. Institutions determine if they engage 
in partnerships of this nature, and which models they will offer.  

The self-study and peer review process provides a structure for exchanging feedback 
and constructive criticism and builds a cycle of continuous improvement through 
consistent evaluation of programming and strategies. Institutional policy and practice, 
specific evidence of equitable practices, and alignment with campus based courses, 
are all built into the self-study and peer review process.  

In order to be approved under Oregon’s Assessment Based Learning Standards 
institutions show evidence in six categories:    

1. Curriculum  
a. Aligned to content and learning outcomes in a current college or 

university course (ABL-R2) 
b. College or university has a policy and procedures for awarding ABL credit 

(ABL-R1)  
2. Faculty  

a. Ongoing orientation and training between college faculty and high school 
instructors (ABL-R3) 
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3. Student  
a. Published student rights and responsibilities for participation (ABL-R4) 

4. Assessment  
a. Faculty involvement in design and oversight of assessment (ABL-A1) 
b. Grading standards, methods of assessment, and achievement are aligned 

with college courses (ABL-A2, ABL-A3, ABL-A4) 
5. Tuition and Fees  

a. All costs are transparent and clearly communicated to students and 
families (ABL-TF1) 

6. Transcription and Transfer  
a. Courses are transcripted with special notation and student and course 

records are retained to be shared with transfer institutions (ABL-TR1, 
ABL-TR2, ABL-TR3) 

b. Clear information is provided to students and families about how the 
courses transfer/articulate (ABL-TR4) 

In summary, ABL standards (a) permit greater flexibility with respect to the conduct 
of the course; (b) permit the student to choose to register in the course with the 
college after they have successfully completed the course; (c) require significant 
partnership between the sponsoring college or university and the high school; and (d) 
require the student transcript to include a special designation for the ABL course.  

The standards adopted by the HECC in June 2016 include an expectation that credits 
earned through approved programs will be fully transferable as non-elective credit 
where applicable.  

In 2016-17, a re-chartered oversight committee, the Oversight Committee for High 
School Based College Credit Partnerships, developed a new format and approach to 
review and approve dual credit and other partnerships in Oregon. The approach relies 
on a structured peer review. All of the state’s programs will be reviewed over a 
three-year cycle (roughly a third each year), beginning in 2017-18. Western Oregon 
University with the Willamette Promise is scheduled for review during 2017-18, with a 
final decision expected in October 2018. 

In December 2017, Commissioners heard from both the Willamette Promise and 
Oregon State University representatives, among others, about students’ difficulty 
transferring Willamette Promise credit earned in high school when they matriculated 
to Oregon State University. One proposed solution to this problem is that the HECC 
release the Willamette Promise from the Assessment Based Learning transcript 
notation requirement.  Staff maintain that this is not advisable, and reiterate that the 
requirement is in place to preserve the integrity of college and university credits 
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while establishing a space for a valuable innovation that exists alongside the other 
two partnership models: Dual Credit and Sponsored Dual Credit course offerings. 

The existence of ABL standards speaks to the value of this model, a commitment from 
HECC to support this innovation, and recognition of its potential to expand 
opportunities for students in high schools across the state. All three partnership 
models are equally rigorous and legitimate.  The required transcript notation is not 
about rigor, instead it explains that the course is designed to meet students’ where 
they are and support them in ways that the “traditional system” cannot. It is a 
pedagogical innovation in the conduct of the course based on a close secondary-
postsecondary partnership. The most important element in determining whether a 
high school based college credit partnership is Assessment Based Learning credit is 
looking at the conduct of the course.  

Transcription notation is intended to identify that the credit was obtained by 
examination, or, more precisely, an assessment or a suite of assessments. This is 
similar to other forms of credit obtained by examination. Advanced Placement (AP) 
credits, for example, are noted separately on the transcript when colleges and 
universities use AP exam scores to award credit.  

The inclusion of the transcript notation requirement in the ABL standards was the 
result of months-long deliberations about education partnerships that were evolving 
across the state, and how the state could best support them. HECC staff encourages 
the Commission to review this issue within the context of the history and future of its 
leadership on this initiative.  

 

Staff Recommendation: 

Information provided for commission consideration and discussion, including Q&A with 
staff.  


