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Oregon Talent Assessment

Summary:

The recently finalized Oregon Talent Assessment approved by the Workforce and Talent Development Board
(WTDB) in September provides an assessment of current and future talent needs statewide and has significant
implications for the future of postsecondary education. The assessment will elevate the understanding of
Oregon’s skills problem by creating common data and language that can be shared and used to make better-
informed decisions.

The Talent Assessment will also help to guide the work of the WTDB as it convenes agencies, provides oversight to
the system, and promotes alignment and integration of services, resources and solutions for businesses and
individuals. The assessment will be used to inform the WTDB strategic planning process which is slated for
completion over the next 3-6 months.

Additionally, the Talent Assessment contains findings and recommendations that could help guide the HECC and
higher education institutions in crafting programs, pathways, and other learning opportunities for students that
align with short and long-term workforce needs.

The WTDB strategic plan will contribute to, and align with, the federally required state and local planning process.
The WTDB anticipates that this strategy will result in higher quality and more intentional legislative concepts and
policy option packages as a part of our role in advising the Governor’s office on state workforce opportunities,
policies and investments.

Handouts:

Talent Assessment Executive Summary
ECONorthwest Presentation

Staff Recommendation:

For discussion only, no action is necessary. However, the HECC may choose to join the WTDB in providing a
formal endorsement of the Talent Assessment.



