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Science in Early Childhood Education, within 13.1210, Early Childhood Education and 
Teaching. 

 
Summary: 
 
Oregon Coast Community College proposes a new AAS degree in Early Childhood Education.  
Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) staff completed a review of the proposed 
program. After analysis, HECC staff recommends approval of the degree as proposed. 

 
Staff Recommendation: 

 
The HECC recommends the adoption of the following resolution: 
RESOLVED, that the Higher Education Coordinating Commission approve the following 
degree:  AAS in Early Childhood Education. 
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Oregon Coast Community College seeks the Oregon Higher Education Coordinating 
Commission’s approval to offer an instructional program leading to a degree in Early 
Childhood Education. 
 

Program Summary 

The Child and Family Studies (ECE) program prepares teachers and home care 
providers of young children, ages birth through five, to plan environments, develop 
suitable learning experiences, and work closely with families in childhood care and 
education contexts. They also supervise play and physical needs of small children, 
organize daily activities, keep records of children’s progress, and confer with parents. 
Early education graduates may also work in related fields such as child care resource 
and referral. 
 

1. Describe the need for this program by providing clear evidence. 
Lincoln County is a rural community with few large employers spread across a variety 
of sectors (Hospitality & Tourism; Government/Education; Healthcare; Marine; Wood 
Products; etc.). A training program in Early Childhood Education meets a local need 
that will support multiple sectors in Lincoln County. There are no other training and 
education programs available in Lincoln County to address this workforce need.  
Preparing a local Early Childhood workforce requires the addition of an Associate of 
Applied Science (AAS) and a Less Than One Year Care Pathway (LTOY) Certificate and 
associated courses to OCCC curriculum)  
 
There are multiple target populations for the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Less 
Than One-Year Career Pathway Certificate and AAS in Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
at OCCC. These include: working adults, recent high school graduates, current high 
school dual credit students, ESOL & ABS students, and GED completers. The Associate 
of Applied Science in ECE will be a pathway for ECE certificate students. 
 
The Training Oregonians for the Right Jobs report projects 425 annual openings in 
childcare across the state. EMSI (Labor Market Data for Higher Education) has 
identified 548 jobs with 50 employers across the three-county region of Linn, Benton 
and Lincoln counties. The living wage for a single adult with no children in Lincoln 
County for 2018 is $10.76/hr. The median hourly wage for childcare workers in Lincoln 
County is $11.84/hr. However, according to the state registry, training and 
certification/degrees increase this base earning potential. 
 

2. Does the community college utilize systemic methods for meaningful and ongoing 
involvement of the appropriate constituencies? 
In the spring of 2018, OCCC convened an advisory committee for the Early Childhood 

Education (ECE) program. The committee includes members from the Early Childhood 

community and Lincoln County School District.  

Members of the OCCC ECE Advisory Committee will review curriculum and course 

outlines for the Early Childhood Education Program. Input from the Advisory 

Committee will inform the continuous improvement of program design and delivery. 

The members will share their experience in hiring qualified applicants who understand 
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the work involved and who are willing to make a long-term commitment to the 

profession, and they will also share job descriptions and information on recent hiring 

trends. 

Members of the advisory committee have agreed to offer their pre-school/childcare 

programs as practicum experience sites for qualified students enrolled in the ECE 

practicum courses. 

 

3. Is the community college program aligned with appropriate education, workforce 

development, and economic development programs? 

The student learning outcomes are aligned with industry standards and will be 

carefully reviewed by the OCCC Early Childhood Education Advisory Committee. The 

OCCC Early Childhood Education program is modeled on a program that has been in 

place at Portland Community College for a number of years. 

Students can transfer credits from other colleges and universities. The majority of 

the Early Childhood courses are accepted at Oregon colleges and universities that 

offer ECE programs. 

 

4. Does the community college program lead to student achievement of academic 
and technical knowledge, skills, and related proficiencies? 
The Early Childhood Education Program at OCCC has admissions standards. These 
include: Placement into WR 115 or IRW 115 and MTH 20. Completion of all ECE and 
HEC courses with a grade of "C" or higher. Admittance to practicum is based on 
previously completed course work, availability, and department permission.  

a. To be considered for the practicum, students must:  
a) be enrolled in the State of Oregon Office of Child Care Central Background 
Registry,  
b) submit verification of measles immunization,  
c) submit verification of negative TB skin test within the last year,  
d) possesses a current Oregon Food Handler’s Certificate.  
 
Other Requirements:  Criminal Background Check: All OCCC students enrolled 
in a health care or child care program, including Early Childhood Education 
with requirements for practical experience of field training have to pass a 
Criminal History Check (CHC) as a condition of their acceptance into a medical 
or other facility for training. Students who do not pass the CHC will be unable 
to complete some course requirements and will be ineligible to participate in 
training at affiliated practicum sites, to sit for licensure or certification exams, 
or be hired for some professional positions.  

 
b. The Early Childhood Education program is planned as a career ladder to 

accommodate the part-time as well as the full-time student. An Early 
Childhood Education certificate provides entry level child care skills and meets 
the minimum requirements for a child care teacher in an Oregon licensed child 
care facility. The Associate of Applied Science degree qualifies a student to 
become a head teacher in a child care facility licensed by the State of Oregon 
Office of Child Care. The National Association for the Education of Young 
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Children’s (NAEYC) minimum suggested training for teachers in early childhood 
programs is also an AAS degree in ECE.  
 

c. Students completing the program must complete the requirements for an 
Associate of Applied Science degree as required by Oregon Coast Community 
College/Portland Community College. 
 

d. Learning experiences in this program are designed to assist the student in 
realizing the following outcomes: 
•Act as informed advocates for sound educational practices and policies. 
•Apply a recognition of the importance and complex characteristics of 
children’s families and communities to the creation of respectful reciprocal 
relationships that support and empower families and involve all families in 
their children’s development and learning. 
•Employ their understanding of and relationships with children and families and 
their understanding of developmentally and culturally effective approaches to 
teaching and learning to implement and evaluate experiences that promote 
positive development and learning for all young children. 
•Identify and conduct themselves as members of the early childhood 
profession. 
•Identify themselves as continuous, collaborative learners who demonstrate 
knowledgeable, reflective, and critical perspectives on their work, making 
informed decisions that integrate knowledge from a variety of sources. 
•Use an understanding of young children’s characteristics and needs, and of 
the multiple interacting influences on children’s development and learning, to 
create environments that are healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging 
for all children. 
•Use ethical guidelines and other professional standards related to early 
childhood practice. 
•Use systematic observation, documentation, and other effective assessment 
strategies in a responsible way, in partnership with families and other 
professionals, to positively influence children's development and learning. The 
learning outcomes and the individual course outcomes are congruent. 
 

e. The OCCC ECE Advisory Committee will play an important role in monitoring 
program implementation and the ongoing operation of the program. 
 

5. Does the community college identify and have the resources to develop, 
implement, and sustain the program? 

We will receive approximately $250,000 from the Meyer Memorial Trust over the next 
three years and $120,000 from LCSD over the next four years to support the 
implementation of the Early Childhood Education AAS and the Transfer Pathway in 
Education. These funds will help to subsidize initial start-up costs, particularly in the 
first years while enrollments gain momentum. The college is recruiting for a full-time 
Early Childhood Education faculty in February with a start date of no later than Fall 
2018. In the interim, the college is contracting with LCSD and PCC to provide support 
in assembling an advisory committee, development of program certification, and 
development of instructional materials.  
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The OCCC Advisory Committee and other community partners will support and 
enhance the program by facilitating practicum experiences for students enrolled in 
the ECE program. 

 

Assurances 
Oregon Coast Community College has met or will meet the four institutional assurances 
required for program application. 

1. Access. The college and program will affirmatively provide access, accommodations, 
flexibility, and additional/supplemental services for special populations and 
protected classes of students. 

2. Continuous Improvement. The college has assessment, evaluation, feedback, and 
continuous improvement processes or systems in place. For the proposed program, 
there will be opportunities for input from and concerning the instructor(s), students, 
employers, and other partners/stakeholders. Program need and labor market 
information will be periodically re-evaluated and changes will be requested as 
needed. 

3. Adverse impact and detrimental duplication. The college will follow all current 
laws, rules, and procedures and has made good faith efforts to avoid or resolve 
adverse intersegmental and intrasegmental impact and detrimental duplication 
problems with other relevant programs or institutions. 

4. Program records maintenance and congruence. The college acknowledges that the 
records concerning the program title, curriculum, CIP code, credit hours, etc. 
maintained by the Office are the official records and it is the college’s responsibility 
to keep their records aligned with those of the Office. The college will not make 
changes to the program without informing and/or receiving approval from the 
Office. 
 

 


