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Docket Item:  
 
June 2018 Legislative Update 
 
Summary:  

 
Legislative Concept Development 
 
HECC staff is continuing the process of developing legislative concepts for potential approval 
by the commission for submission to the Governor and introduction in the 2019 legislative 
session. 
 
At the start of the process, 20 legislative proposals were under consideration. At the June 8th 
deadline to provide further information to the Department of Administrative Services, 14 
concepts remain under consideration. The attrition is due to a number of factors: 

 Combining concepts for strategic considerations 

 Acquisition of additional information to inform policy goals 

 Technical feasibility 

 Agreement by a legislator to carry a concept 
 
For the remainder of the year, HECC staff will work with stakeholders, the Department of 
Administrative Services, the Governor’s Office, other education agencies, and legislative 
counsel to refine concepts, garner consensus, and prepare material for Commission review 
and approval in advance of the next legislative session. 
 
Concept Detail 
 
Beginning today, and continuing until the commission approves the 2019 legislative package 
near the end of 2018, legislative concepts will be previewed for the Commission on a rolling 
basis.  
 
eTranscripts 
High school students often do not keep track of their accelerated learning credits, exams, and 
test scores that can save them significant amounts of money and time in college. According to 
preliminary findings of a to be released Oregon study, nearly half of the students who take 
accelerated college credit (AP, IB, Dual Credit, and Career and Technical Education Courses, 
among other) do not bring those credits, or advanced placement opportunities to college with 
them. Reasons likely vary, but school counselors report that many first generation students do 
not know how to navigate the exam and credit transcript process when transitioning to 
college. 
 
An eTranscript system could consolidate all relevant student information for transmission 
between K-12 districts if a student relocates or when a student applies to an Oregon 
institution, ensuring students bring with them all relevant credentials for evaluation by the 
receiving institution. 
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This legislative concept proposes a collaborative workgroup featuring K-12 and institutional 
partners to examine the feasibility, costs, and benefits of such a system for potential funding 
in a future legislative session.  
 
HECC Accelerated Learning Standards  
The Joint Boards of Education adopted the Oregon Dual Credit Standards in 2010 and the 
HECC revised and adopted them in 2014, in accordance with ORS 340.310. In June 2016, the 
HECC added two new categories of accelerated learning standards: Sponsored Dual Credit and 
Assessment Based Learning Credit 
 
In 2017, the Commission voted to put forward legislation to codify these standards in the 
appropriate section of Oregon statute. The legislation also became a vehicle for a task force 
with a potential fiscal impact. As a result, the legislation was forwarded to the Ways and 
Means Committee and received no further action. 
 
The legislative concept proposes to reintroduce the 2017 legislation without the task force 
component. 
 
Private Scholarships with Race Conscious Criteria 
Frequently, private scholarship donors have asked the Office of Student Access and 
Completion to list and administer scholarships that utilize race or ethnicity as an eligibility 
criterion. State law does not currently provide authority to OSAC to list or administer these 
scholarships, even though the funds are derived from private sources. Listing these 
scholarships would provide students with a simple opportunity to access information on these 
funds as part of their current scholarship application efforts and create greater visibility for 
these funds statewide. 
 
These scholarship programs target underserved populations, including racial/ethnic 
minorities, first generation students, rural students, and students from families where English 
is not the primary language spoken in the home, and the legislative concept proposes HECC 
gain the authority to, at minimum, list these opportunities for students as we do for 
scholarships without race or ethnicity criteria. 

 
Docket Material: 
 
An updated list of 2019 legislative concepts is attached. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
 
This is an informational item and no action is required. 

 
 
 

 


