
January 2, 2019 
 
Higher Education Coordinating Commission 
255 Capitol Street NE, Third Floor 
Salem, OR 97310 
 
RE: CENTRAL OREGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOUNDARY 
 
As President of the COCC nursing class of 2019, I am committed to lowering barriers to 
higher education. And as a rural paramedic with two young kids at home, I am 
particularly interested in helping unconventional students who work, raise children, and 
live in our rural communities. This is why I traveled to Silver Lake in August to observe 
the HECC hearing on the North Lake County petition to change COCC’s boundary.  
 
I was surprised to learn this is not the first time North Lake County has petitioned to 
leave the district. After the last attempt, COCC made an effort to improve services by 
hiring a local coordinator and scheduling a few classes. Eventually, the college decided 
there was insufficient demand, laid off the coordinator, and stopped offering classes. 
 
Now some twenty years later, COCC has still not figured out a way to successfully invest 
in its rural communities. Before I was admitted to the nursing program, I took most of my 
prerequisite courses online through Portland Community College and Clackamas 
Community College because COCC did not offer the classes in an online format or at 
times that fit my schedule as a working parent. For my friends and colleagues in Jefferson 
County, where I work, the struggle is greater, as the college offers few classes at its 
Madras campus. And COCC offers no classes in communities south of Bend. 
 
Meanwhile, Klamath Community College, under the dynamic leadership of President 
Gutierrez, has partnered with the North Lake School District to deliver classes in Silver 
Lake. KCC recently offered a hybrid online EMT Basic course for North Lake EMS 
volunteers, and they plan to offer a similar course to train those interested in becoming 
Advanced EMTs. KCC also offers five degrees that one can complete entirely online. 
 
At the August hearing, Commissioner Terry Cross expressed his commitment to equity in 
education, including geographic equity. If the Higher Education Coordinating 
Commission is serious about helping rural students, then I ask that you hold COCC 
accountable for its promises to the people of Fort Rock and Christmas Valley. It must 
follow through with a real and lasting plan to deliver services. Failing this, you should 
approve the petition by residents there to leave the district.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
(via email) 
 
Oliver Tatom 
PO Box 7921 
Bend, OR 97708 


