HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING COMMISSION
April 14, 2022
Docket Item #: 7.4

Docket Item:
University Program Approval: Oregon State University, Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)/Bachelor of Science (B.S.)
in Theatre Arts.
Summary:
Oregon State University proposes a new degree program leading to B.A./B.S. in Theatre Arts. The
statewide Provosts’ Council has unanimously recommended approval. Higher Education Coordinating
Commission (HECC) staff completed a review of the proposed program. After analysis, HECC staff
recommends approval of the program as proposed.
Staff Recommendation:
The HECC recommends the adoption of the following resolution:
RESOLVED, that the Higher Education Coordinating Commission approve the following program:
B.A./B.S. in Theatre Arts at Oregon State University.

Proposal for a New Academic Program
Institution: Oregon State University
College/School: College of Liberal Arts
Department/Program Name: School of Visual, Performing, and Design Arts
Degree and Program Title: BA/BS in Theatre Arts
1. Program Description
a. Proposed Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) number.
50.0501 Drama and Dramatics/Theatre Arts, General
A program that focuses on the general study of dramatic works and their performance.
Includes instruction in major works of dramatic literature, dramatic styles and types, and
the principles of organizing and producing full live or filmed productions.
b. Brief overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the proposed program, including its
disciplinary foundations and connections; program objectives; programmatic
focus; degree, certificate, minor, and concentrations offered.
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science program in Theatre Arts will replace the
existing Theatre Arts option within the existing BA/BS in Speech Communications. The
BA/BS in Theatre Arts will train students in research, literary analysis, creative design,
project management, public performance, and leadership within the disciplines of theatre
and performing arts. The program will prepare students for graduate school or careers
in theatre, performing arts, and associated industries. The degrees in the Theatre Arts
emphasize collaboration, creativity, and an entrepreneurial mindset and perspective
which will contribute to a graduate’s ability to bring the arts to communities in the state,
region, and country.
Theatre Arts students gain basic experience in multiple areas within the discipline
(technical, performance, analysis, design) so that they may better understand the
collaborative process from the inside.
c. Course of study – proposed curriculum, including course numbers, titles, and
credit hours.
Required Core
TA 144 PLAYREADING - 1 credit
TA 147 *INTRODUCTION TO THE THEATRE - 3 credits
TA 244 SCENE CRAFTS - 3 credits
TA 247 STAGE MAKEUP - 3 credits
TA 248 FUNDAMENTALS OF ACTING I - 3 credits
TA 344 PLAYSCRIPT ANALYSIS - 3 credits
TA 444 ^THEORY AND CRITICISM OF THEATRE ARTS – 3 credits
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Focus Area I
Select 15 credits from the following courses:
TA 330 *HISTORY OF THE THEATRE
TA 331 *HISTORY OF THE THEATRE
TA 332 *HISTORY OF THE THEATRE
TA 360 *MULTICULTURAL AMERICAN THEATRE
TA 401 RESEARCH
TA 402 INDEPENDENT STUDY
TA 405 READING AND CONFERENCE
TA 407 SEMINAR
Focus Area II
Select 21 credits from courses in any of the following categories: 21
Design and Technical Theatre
TA 121 ORAL INTERPRETATION I
TA 242 VISUAL PRINCIPLES OF THEATRE
TA 243 PRINCIPLES OF COSTUMING FOR THE STAGE
TA 245 STAGE LIGHTING
TA 346 SCENE AND STAGE DESIGN
TA 443 COSTUME DESIGN
TA 451 INTRODUCTION TO ARTS ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Performance
TA 249 FUNDAMENTALS OF ACTING II
TA 321 ADVANCED ORAL INTERPRETATION
TA 348 ADVANCED ACTING: REALISM
TA 349 ADVANCED ACTING: STYLES
TA 351 PRINCIPLES OF PLAYWRITING
TA 352 PLAYWRITING WORKSHOP
TA 354 FUNDS PLAY DIRECTION
Topics in Theatre Arts
TA 416 TOPICS IN THEATRE ARTS
Special Studies in Design, Technical, and Performance
TA 406 PROJECTS
TA 410 THEATRE ARTS INTERNSHIP
TA 408
WORKSHOP
TA 450 STUDIO: THEATRE ARTS
Total major credits: 55
Additional Requirements:
Remaining Bacc Core, BA/BS Requirements and General Electives 125
Total Credits 180
*Baccalaureate Core Course (BCC)
^Writing Intensive Course (WIC)
Participation Requirements
• All students must at some time in their undergraduate degree:
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•
•

•

Serve on a running crew for a Main Stage production.
Hold a position of high responsibility and/or leadership on a faculty-supervised
production. Assignments to positions must be faculty approved and include, but
are not limited to: stage manager, assistant designer, assistant director,
dramaturg, etc.
Participate in a major or minor role in a Main Stage or Lab Theatre production.

d. Manner in which the program will be delivered, including program location (if
offered outside of the main campus), course scheduling, and the use of
technology (for both on-campus and off-campus delivery).
The program will be delivered face-to-face at the OSU Corvallis campus.
e. Adequacy and quality of faculty delivering the program.
The primary faculty is composed of tenured professions and full and part-time instructors
who are renowned and active professionals in the field.
f.

Adequacy of faculty resources – full-time, part-time, adjunct.
Four full-time faculty (three instructors and one tenured Associate Professor) with the
addition of one tenure line faculty to come.
One part-time faculty
The program operates efficiently with current faculty levels.

g. Other staff.
Full-time office specialist/box office manager
Academic advisor shared with the undergraduate Music program
Part-time costume assistant
h. Adequacy of facilities, library, and other resources.
Library, space, and facilities have been deemed to be adequate by the appropriate OSU
library staff and OSU Space Management.
A new performing arts facility is under construction.
i.

Anticipated start date.
Summer 2022

2. Relationship to Mission and Goals
a. Manner in which the proposed program supports the institution’s mission,
signature areas of focus, and strategic priorities.
The proposed degree aligns with OSU’s mission to produce graduates who possess
critical thinking and entrepreneurial skills and are prepared to become leaders in their
fields.
b. Manner in which the proposed program contributes to institutional and statewide
goals for student access and diversity, quality learning, research, knowledge
creation and innovation, and economic and cultural support of Oregon and its
communities.
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The study of Theatre Arts at OSU supports the institution’s mission of promoting social,
cultural, economic, and environmental progress for the people of Oregon. The BA/BS in
Theatre Arts will train students in research, literary analysis, creative design, project
management, public performance, and leadership within the disciplines of theatre and
performing arts.
There is a place in OSU Theatre for any student with a commitment to create a culture of
engaging storytelling and belonging. The creative economy of Oregon is growing, and
the Theatre Arts program will prepare graduates to contribute to economic growth and
cultural advancement in the state.
c. Manner in which the program meets regional or statewide needs and enhances
the state’s capacity to:
i. improve educational attainment in the region and state;
As part of an R-1 Land Grant University, OSU Theatre provides many
opportunities for students to study, research, and make theatre regardless of
their previous experience. Participation in the performing arts enhances a
student’s sense of belonging, emphasizes community and collaboration, and
encourages the creative synthesis of classroom ideas into public communication.
ii. respond effectively to social, economic, and environmental challenges and
opportunities; and
OSU Theatre has a long tradition of producing new works written, directed, and
designed by OSU students as part of the program curriculum and University
Theatre season. OSU Theatre has produced original devised works in response
to political issues as well as producing previously published works engaging with
timely issues of race, gender, sexuality, poverty, and genocide.
iii. address civic and cultural demands of citizenship.
OSU Theatre is a program designed to develop competent and engaged leaders
and thoughtful citizens. Students gradually take on more responsibility that
culminates in at least one meaningful leadership role as part of the program. In
addition, the practice of theatre encourages collaboration and communitybuilding. These experiences effectively prepare students to engage in the similar
challenges found beyond OSU that require compromise, creativity, and empathy.

3. Accreditation
a. Accrediting body or professional society that has established standards in the
area in which the program lies, if applicable.
N/A
b. Ability of the program to meet professional accreditation standards. If the
program does not or cannot meet those standards, the proposal should identify
the area(s) in which it is deficient and indicate steps needed to qualify the
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program for accreditation and date by which it would be expected to be fully
accredited.
N/A
c. If the proposed program is a graduate program in which the institution offers an
undergraduate program, proposal should identify whether or not the
undergraduate program is accredited and, if not, what would be required to qualify
it for accreditation.
N/A
d. If accreditation is a goal, the proposal should identify the steps being taken to
achieve accreditation. If the program is not seeking accreditation, the proposal
should indicate why it is not.
N/A
4. Need
a. Anticipated fall term headcount and FTE enrollment over each of the next five
years.
1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year
10

12

14

18

20

b. Expected degrees/certificates produced over the next five years.
1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year
5

7

10

12

15

c. Characteristics of students to be served (resident/nonresident/international;
traditional/ nontraditional; full-time/part-time, etc.).
There are Theatre Arts option majors currently enrolled in the program from all these
demographic groups and there is a long history of students from a diverse set of
backgrounds and circumstances being a part of this program. The flexibility built into the
major allows for highly individualized learning and experiences for the students in order
to serve a variety of needs.
d. Evidence of market demand.
OSU Theatre has been consistently graduating Theatre Arts majors and minors as an
option under Speech Communication for forty plus years. The study of theatre in various
forms and the practice of dramatic performance has been a tradition at Oregon State for
over a century.
The projected enrollment numbers reflect current OSU student enrollment in the Theatre
Arts option plus the expected increase among current OSU students and prospective
students due to the higher visibility of the Theatre Arts major. The establishment of the
Theatre Arts major along with the investment by OSU in a new performing arts facility
will create a fertile environment for the program to grow.
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e. If the program’s location is shared with another similar Oregon public university
program, the proposal should provide externally validated evidence of need (e.g.,
surveys, focus groups, documented requests, occupational/employment statistics
and forecasts).
Enrollment in Theatre Arts programs and job opportunities in the theatre, performing
arts, and related fields have increased nationally since 2015 according to Burning Glass
data.
f.

Estimate the prospects for success of program graduates (employment or
graduate school) and consideration of licensure, if appropriate. What are the
expected career paths for students in this program?
The program's flexibility allows students to adequately prepare for career paths or
graduate study within the performing arts or in other disciplines. Theatre Arts graduates
have gone on to theatre-related graduate programs and internships, careers in theatre
education, theatre and film, and non-profits. OSU Theatre is dedicated to providing a
strong liberal arts education that emphasizes critical thinking, collaboration, creativity,
and leadership. These skills translate effectively to a variety of fields and do much to
enhance employment prospects.

5. Outcomes and Quality Assessment
a. Expected learning outcomes of the program.
Students who successfully complete a degree in Theatre Arts will be able to:
Implement and coordinate collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, and organizational
skills in the theatrical process in theory and practice.
Contribute artistically as a participant in departmental productions.
Evaluate the multi-faceted nature of the production process and demonstrate
comprehension of the variety of artistry and skills that contribute to a finished theatrical
production.
Analyze and critique the social significance and cultural resonances of theatrical
endeavor as reflected in theatre history and dramatic literature
Illustrate preparation for further professional/academic training through theatre
production and scholarship.
b. Methods by which the learning outcomes will be assessed and used to improve
curriculum and instruction.
One PLO is assessed each academic year, as required by OSU's Program Assessment,
with a full-cycle assessment every five years. Each SLO is assessed using both direct
and indirect methods. The process is led by the faculty Assessment Coordinator and
requires input from all Theatre Arts faculty. The faculty meets weekly during the
academic year to discuss student progress, curriculum, and the producing program.
During Spring term, faculty discusses the assessed PLO and decides how to implement
necessary changes to improve student learning and program outcomes.
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c. Nature and level of research and/or scholarly work expected of program faculty;
indicators of success in those areas.
Success is indicated by any number of factors ranging from audience sizes and
responses to production work, reviews and other media recognition, scholarly
publications where appropriate, and other forms of disseminating art and knowledge.
6. Program Integration and Collaboration
a. Closely related programs in this or other Oregon colleges and universities.
OSU Theatre frequently collaborates with OSU Music and New Media Communications
students and faculty as well as faculty in the School of Writing, Literature, and Film.
b. Ways in which the program complements other similar programs in other Oregon
institutions and other related programs at this institution. Proposal should
identify the potential for collaboration.
There are natural collaborative opportunities and existing relationships with other
programs within the School of Visual, Performing, and Design Arts, the History program,
and the School of Writing, Literature, and Film, as well as other programs both internally
and externally as opportunities present. The program remains open to collaboration both
internally and externally.
c. If applicable, proposal should state why this program may not be collaborating
with existing similar programs.
N/A
d. Potential impacts on other programs.
Other Oregon public universities have Theatre programs. The program at OSU will
compliment them as the option historically has. The Theatre Arts option has existed at
OSU for decades, and it is not anticipated that elevating it to a degree will create any
new competition for programs at other universities. A rich offering of Theatre Arts
programs within the state creates opportunity for collaboration between programs and
enhances the arts within the state of Oregon.
7. External Review
If the proposed program is a graduate level program, follow the guidelines provided in
External Review of New Graduate Level Academic Programs in addition to completing all of
the above information.
N/A
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Office of the Provost and Executive Vice President
624 Kerr Administration Building
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon 97331

Summary of Prospective Program in Development
BA/BS in Theatre Arts (OSU Corvallis)
Submitted to Statewide Provosts Council: May 18, 2021
Description
We propose a new Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science program in Theatre Arts to replace
the existing Theatre Arts option within the existing BA/BS in Communications. The proposed
program will compliment OSU’s other liberal arts programs. The BA/BS in Theatre Arts will train
students in research, literary analysis, creative design, project management, public performance,
and leadership within the disciplines of theatre and performing arts. The program will prepare
students for graduate school or careers in theatre, performing arts, and associated industries. The
degrees in the Theatre Arts emphasize collaboration, creativity, and an entrepreneurial mindset
and perspective which will contribute to a graduate’s ability to bring the arts to communities in
the state, region, and country.
Program Location and Modality
This will be a face-to-face program located at OSU in Corvallis.
Anticipated Start Date
Winter 2021
Anticipated Enrollment
1st Year
(2021)

2nd Year
(2022)

3rd Year
(2023)

4th Year
(2024)

5th Year
(2025)

10th Year
(2030)

10

12

14

18

20

40

These projected enrollment numbers reflect current OSU student enrollment in the Theatre Arts
option plus the expected increase among current OSU students and prospective students due to
the higher visibility of the Theatre Arts major. The establishment of the Theatre Arts major along
with the investment by OSU in a new performing arts facility will create a fertile environment for
the program to grow. Enrollment in Theatre Arts programs and job opportunities in the theatre,
performing arts, and related fields have increased nationally since 2015 according to Burning
Glass data.
Addressing Statewide Needs & Alignment with OSU
The BA/BS in Theatre Arts supports OSU’s mission to promote social, economic, cultural, and
environmental progress for the people of Oregon. The program’s emphasis on communitybuilding requires accountability from each student to create a successful production. Those skills
form the base of the commitment to the creation of a culture of storytelling that contributes to
social and cultural engagement benefiting our local communities. Theatre Arts explores the

human condition and the stories behind those conditions which elevates thought and discourse in
our communities.
Our highly skilled and nationally and internationally recognized faculty will provide a distinctive
curriculum and incorporate innovative pedagogy, such as active learning throughout the
curriculum, including immersive experiential learning in courses, research projects, and
internships.
Summary
Other Oregon public universities have Theatre programs. The program at OSU will compliment
them as the option historically has. The Theatre Arts option has existed at OSU for decades, and it
is not anticipated that elevating it to a degree will create any new competition for programs at
other universities. A rich offering of Theatre Arts programs within the state creates opportunity
for collaboration between programs and enhances the arts within the state of Oregon.
Contacts
New programs at OSU are developed in partnership with OSU college faculty and staff and OSU’s
Office of Academic Programs and Assessment. Interested universities should reach out to the
following contacts (please include all in communications about this new program):
1. Janice Nave-Abele; Curriculum Coordinator, Academic Programs and Assessment
Janice.Nave-Abele@oregonstate.edu
2. Marion Rossi; Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts
Marion.Rossi@oregonstate.edu

Institution: Oregon State University
Program: BA/BS in Theatre Arts
Action: At the March 2, 2022 meeting, the Statewide Provosts Council approved a new
program for Oregon State University, BA/BS in Theatre Arts to move forward to the Oregon
Higher Education Coordinating Commission for its review and approval. The Oregon State
University Board of Trustees approved the BA/BS in Theatre Arts program at its January 28,
2022 meeting.

Eastern Oregon University
Sarah Witte, provost
X Approved
_ Opposed
__Abstained

Oregon Health & Science University
David Robinson, interim provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

Oregon State University
Ed Feser, provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

Oregon Tech
Joanna Mott, provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

Portland State University
Susan Jeffords, provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

University of Oregon
Patrick Phillips, provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

Southern Oregon University
Susan Walsh, provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

Western Oregon University
Rob Winningham, provost
X Approved
Opposed
Abstained

