
 

 

 

 

March 15, 2018 
 
 
 
Neil Bryant, Chair, Higher Education Coordinating Commission 
Ben Cannon, Executive Director, Higher Education Coordinating Commission  
255 Capitol Street, NE, Third Floor 
Salem, OR  97310 
 
Dear Chair Bryant and Director Cannon,  
 
As you begin the process of prioritizing capital projects for Oregon’s public universities for submission in the 
2019 Agency Request Budget, we encourage you and your Commission to bear in mind that sustained 
investment in university facilities must be a top priority for the state in order to avoid increased costs and poor 
service for students, address safety hazards and reduce inefficiencies in operations. 
 
In establishing the necessary level of investment, we ask you to consider the distinctive nature of Oregon’s 
higher education infrastructure. Oregon’s public universities are older than peer universities in other states, 
with more than 70 percent of spaces at Oregon’s universities being more than 25 years old. Of even greater 
significance when determining levels of investment, the current array of capital infrastructure at Oregon’s 
public universities constitutes, by square footage, nearly 50 percent of the state’s total capital assets. Based on 
the state’s growing debt capacity and the universities’ need for capital renewal, new capital to accommodate 
growth, and the unparalleled leverage and return on investment in university facilities, we believe the 
Commission should support a commensurate level of capital investment for the 2019-2021 biennium. 
 
During the 2018 session, the legislature approved budget note language calling on the Commission to “report 
to the Emergency Board in May 2018 on the statewide criteria developed to evaluate and prioritize Public 
University capital requests that are proposed in the agency’s request budget.” We look forward to working 
with the Commission as it responds to this important request. 
 
The HECC’s Strategic Plan highlights the need to invest in student safety and success, and work with its 
partners to advocate for funding levels required to meet state goals. We are committed to working with the 
Commission to provide multiple and diverse pathways for Oregon students across the entire state as they seek 
to realize their educational potential and contribute to the state’s economic vitality and prosperity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Thomas Insko 
President, Eastern Oregon University 

 
Michael Schill 
President, University of Oregon 

 
 

 

T  Y 

U   N   I   
V   E   R   

S   I   T Y 
U N I V E R S I T Y 

U   N   I   V   E   R   S   I   
T Y 



 

 
Edward Ray 
President, Oregon State University 
 

 
Linda Schott 
President, Southern Oregon University 

 
Rahmat Shoureshi 
President, Portland State University 
 
 

 
Rex Fuller 
President, Western Oregon University 
 

 
Nagi Naganathan 
President, Oregon Institute of Technology 

 

 

 

cc:  Lindsey Capps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


