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October 8, 2019 

 

Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) 

c/o Ben Cannon, Executive Director 

255 Capitol St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301-0203 

 

 

Dear Commission Members: 

 

I am writing to ask you to consider changing the Public University Capital 

Rubric used to evaluate institutional projects. While not an expert in this 

area, I have reviewed the proposed changes. They largely make sense to me 

and will make the evaluation process more equitable on the whole for smaller 

institutions. These proposed changes are important to me personally. My 

husband sits on the Foundation Board for Clackamas Community College and 

we are strong advocates for community colleges, technical and regional 

universities. We know first-hand the value these institutions offer students all 

over the State. Our grandson and many of our employees have benefited 

directly from attending these institutions. Thank you for recognizing their 

worth and the financial challenges they have.  

 

However, I strongly urge the Commission to reconsider the proposed 

revisions for Section F, Leveraging Institutional Resources. Portland State 

University (PSU) should not be included with Oregon State University (OSU) 

and the University of Oregon (UO) match rates. I respectfully request you 

consider including a third table, specific to PSU, that sets match rates 

between Oregon’s flagship universities (OSU and UO) and technical and 

regional universities.  

 

My husband and I are both Alumni of PSU. We are examples of the type of 

students PSU historically serves so well. Both of us worked full-time and were 

fortunate enough to receive financial assistance of various types while we 

completed graduate studies and earned our PhD’s. We are first generation 

college graduates. As the daughter of a coal miner, the opportunity for 

higher education was a dream come true for me. Our educations were vital in 

helping us become successful owners of businesses employing hundreds of 

people throughout Oregon, mostly in smaller rural communities. 

 

Now, nearly 40 years later, I have the honor to serve as Chair-elect of the 

PSU Foundation Board of Trustees and I know that the dreams I had are still 

coming true for many other first-generation college students at PSU. Let me 

share some facts about why that is true and why making a revision in the  

Public University Capital Rubric will help make that dream possible for more 

people like myself and my husband. 
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