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[bookmark: _Hlk169277312]2026-2027 Policy Manual changes - Effective July 1, 2026
Deleted “Equity Commitment” Added “Commitment to Equity” Section and provided the same language as posted on HECC’s Website. 
Removed references to Best Plus 3.0  throughout the entire document. As of July 1, 2026, BEST Plus is no longer an approved Title II assessment for Oregon.
Section 2.3: Distance Learning  (Education)
	Updated to Distance Education throughout the document
Section 3 WIOA Primary indicators of performance 
Section 6: Added final rule to this sentence “On February 23, 2024, the U.S. Departments of Education and Labor published a final rule in the Federal Register (89 FR 13814) that defines the sixth performance indicator...”
Updated the Measurable Skills Gain chart to put the MSG types in numerical order. 
Sanctions- 2nd paragraph removed “”the Governor or Secretary of Labor will provide Technical assistance” updated to “Technical assistance will be provided” 
Section 3.2: Performance Targets
· Removed performance targets and actuals for 2023-24; added performance actuals for 2024-25 and targets for 2025-26 and 2026-27, along with adjusted targets for 2024-25 for the relevant metrics.
· Updated labels in Measurable Skill Gain column
· WIOA Primary indictors of performance Table: updated targets for 26-27



Section 3.3 Performance-Based Funding
· Clarified language and data sources, expanded descriptions, updated program years, and, where appropriate, added detailed hypothetical examples.

Section 4: Professional Development 
· Background: Added source link to the WIOA 13 Considerations: (34 CFR 463.20(d)).
· Policy 3: The last sentence, “This document must be on file and available for inspection if requested” updated to “This document must be in a HECC approved format and on file and available for inspection as requested.”  
· Policy 4: New policy added: “It is the program’s responsibility to track and monitor professional development requirements for their staff. Documents must be available if and when requested by HECC.”
· Chart: Professional Development Required Components
· Professional Development for Data Management: Added asterisk to references to “Introduction to TOPSpro Enterprise.” See note added at bottom of chart: “CASAS will be launching a revised version of Intro to TOPSpro Enterprise after July 1, 2026, which will be called ‘Starting Strong: TOPSpro Enterprise Basics.’” 
Section 5: Oregon Adult College and Career Readiness Standards and Oregon Adult English Language Proficiency Standards
· Section 5.1: OACCRS/OAELPS Program Implementation Chart 
· Updated date for submission of Local Lead.  
· Removed due date for other items in the “Program Component” column. The due date will be announced after the PY27-32 Grant Competition has concluded since this documentation looks forward to the following year, which will be part of a new grant cycle.
· In Curriculum Evidence, “articulation with credit courses…” changed to “alignment with credit courses…”
· Sections 5.4, 5.5, 5.8, 5.10
· Policy 1 in all four sections: Changed from “Programs must use Title II funds for allowable ABS activities that target eligible individuals. Programs must provide at least one of the following three primary activities: ABE and ASE, ESL, and/or IET” to “Programs must use Title II funds for allowable ABS activities that target eligible individuals. Programs must provide ABE and ASE, ESL, and IET.”
· Section 5.7: Corrections Education	Comment by GARRIGAN Ashley * HECC: Check with Donna re: Career Pathways at end. Is CP required?
· Policy 1: Changed from “Corrections programs must use Title II funds in accordance with section 225 of WIOA for educational programs for criminal offenders in correctional institutions and the education of other institutionalized individuals, including academic programs for ABE and ASE, ESL, Peer Tutoring, IET, and/or Career Pathways” to “Corrections programs must use Title II funds in accordance with section 225 of WIOA for educational programs for criminal offenders in correctional institutions and the education of other institutionalized individuals, including academic programs for ABE and ASE, ESL, Peer Tutoring, IET, and Career Pathways.”
Section 6: Assessment
· BEST Plus 3.0 removed as an approved Oregon assessment. 
· Section 6.1.8: Posttests	
· A new paragraph has been added in section (a)(ii) to provide additional guidance on how to request exceptions related to hours of instruction before posttesting.
· Section 6.1.9
· A new paragraph (b) has been added to create policy for CASAS’ new “lower-end estimate scores” on CASAS Level B-E tests which go into effect on July 1, 2026.
· Other paragraphs in this section have been updated to provide clarity and mirror language with regard to conservative estimate and lower-end estimate scores.
· Section 6.11: Periods of Participation
· Language has been added to provide additional guidance on how to request exceptions related to hours of instruction before posttesting.

Section 7.2: Data Collection 
· Updated how to find CASAS TOPSpro Enterprise® basic information; clarified that some CASAS content is specific to California and may not be applicable and/or comply with Oregon policies.
· Clarified use and purposes of data elements programs must attempt to collect. Corrected and clarified Primary and Secondary goal language.
· Corrected and clarified Primary and Secondary goal language in policy 7. 
· Added policy 7.c. to be consistent with the Oregon Data Manual for WIOA Title II Providers.

Section 9.21: 
· A non-federal entity that expends $1,000,000 or more in federal awards during the fiscal year must have an independent single or program-specific audit conducted for that year. Updated from $750,000 to $1,000,000 to reflect 2024 Federal Uniform Guidance revisions.
Section 9.4: 
· Capital outlays are defined as any item with a useful life in excess of one year and a per-unit cost of $10,000 or more. (This is the federal definition of “equipment.”). Updated from $5,000 to $10,000 to reflect 2024 Federal Uniform Guidance revisions.
Section 10 Grant Continuation application:
· Removed this section as it will not apply for 2027-2028 due to the new grant cycle	
Section 11.3 and Oregon Assessment Signature Page	Comment by GARRIGAN Ashley * HECC: @FREEMAN Tamyra * HECC is updating this
· Update form to delete reference to Best Plus 
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