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Agenda

Introduction to 
Oregon Promise

Common Myths –
Busted!

Resources & 
Support for 
Applicants

Discussion & 
Feedback



What is Oregon Promise

Oregon Promise is a state grant that 
helps cover tuition at any Oregon 
community college for recent high 
school graduates and GED® test 
graduates.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GED® test graduates represent 3.5% of our applicant pool  - about 700 applicants last year. We would like to see those numbers increase!



Eligibility Criteria

Be a recent Oregon high 
school graduate or 
GED® test graduate

Attend an Oregon 
community college 
within 6 months of 
graduation

Have 2.50 cumulative GPA 
or higher – or 145 on  
GED® test credential

Be an Oregon 
resident at least 12 
months prior to 
attendance

Have no more than 90 
college credits completed 
or attempted

Your eligibility may be determined by your Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC). The EFC criteria is subject to change. 

To qualify, applicants must: 



How to Apply

FAFSA
or 

ORSAA

 File the FAFSA or ORSAA

 List at least one Oregon community 
college

1)

 Complete an Oregon Promise Grant 
Application in the OSAC Student Portal

 Provide official GED® test transcript

OSAC
STUDENT
PORTAL2)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to submit application, student must provide their transcript – so they should apply as soon as they pass their final test.

Undocumented students – including DACA students - can be eligible for Oregon Promise!! File the ORSAA. Must be OR resident for 12 months prior to college.



Find Your Deadline

Must apply immediately after 
GED® completion.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the “Find  Your Deadline” tool online.
Extended GED applicant deadlines are NEW this year.
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Myth #1

Students can receive 
Oregon Promise for 
exactly two years.

Students can receive 
Oregon Promise until they 
have 90 attempted college 
credits.

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Watch the 90 credit limit video to learn more.
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Myth #2

I have a bill at my 
college. 

I thought Oregon 
Promise meant 2 years 
of free college! 

Oregon Promise ≠ 2 years 
of free college. 

Oregon Promise helps pay 
for tuition (up to 12 
credits), but there are other 
college costs.

Each student’s award depends on 
a few factors (watch the video!). 

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember: Oregon Promise is a “last dollar” program after Pell/Oregon Opportunity Grant funds are applied to tuition. Students who are eligible for these need-based grants will receive a minimum Oregon Promise award of $850/year ($284 per term).

Watch the video about “How Much Oregon Promise money Will I Receive”.
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Myth #2

I have a bill at my 
college. 

I thought Oregon 
Promise meant 2 years 
of free college! 

Oregon Promise is a “last 
dollar” grant. If the 
student’s tuition is already 
covered by need-based 
grants, Oregon Promise 
pays $850/year.

Each student’s award depends on 
a few factors (watch the video!). 

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember: Oregon Promise is a “last dollar” program after Pell/Oregon Opportunity Grant funds are applied to tuition. Students who are eligible for these need-based grants will receive a minimum Oregon Promise award of $850/year ($284 per term).

Watch the video about “How Much Oregon Promise money Will I Receive”.
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Myth #3

My family makes too 
much money to apply 
for Oregon Promise.

All interested students 
should apply, regardless of 
their financial situation.

Students may be subject to 
eligibility requirements based on 
their Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC). This may vary each year.

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students who are completing GED July 1, 2019-Feb. 29, 2020: there is NO EFC limit. All eligible students will be awarded.

For students graduating March 1, 2020 or later, EFC criteria has not been determined or announced yet (will be announced in spring). 
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Myth #3

My family makes too 
much money to apply 
for Oregon Promise.

Students who are 
beginning Oregon Promise 
this year (graduating 
7/1/19-2/29/20), there is 
no EFC limit.

For students graduating 3/1/20 or 
later, the EFC criteria is not 
determined yet. Will be announced 
by April 2020.

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students who are completing GED July 1, 2019-Feb. 29, 2020: there is NO EFC limit. All eligible students will be awarded.

For students graduating March 1, 2020 or later, EFC criteria has not been determined or announced yet (will be announced in spring). 
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Myth #4

Adult learners are not 
eligible for Oregon 
Promise.

Students of ANY age can 
apply for Oregon Promise.

Eligibility is based on your           
GED® test graduation date, not 
your age.

FACT:
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Myth #5

I thought I had 6 
months after I graduate 
to apply.

GED® test graduates should 
apply immediately after 
final test completion.

FACT:
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Myth #6

I can start community 
college at any time and 
receive Oregon Promise.

Most students must start 
college during the next 
term after graduation.

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They must apply and begin attending (and receiving Oregon Promise) no later than 6 months after graduation.
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Myth #7

I can submit my GED® 
diploma to apply.

Students must submit 
the official GED® test 
transcript.

FACT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OSAC cannot a signed certificate or practice test scores, or test history printout from online.
PDF upload is preferable, or student can mail in hard copy.
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Myth #8

I am receiving Oregon 
Promise this year. I 
need to submit a new 
application for next 
year.

Oregon Promise 
recipients must file 
a FAFSA or ORSAA each 
year of college by JUNE 1.

No additional application is 
required.

FACT:



Effective January 1, 2020: HB 2910

 HB 2910 expanded eligibility requirements for 
the Oregon Promise Grant to support eligible 
individuals who complete their high school 
diploma or GED® while incarcerated or in 
custody.

 Change impacts students who graduate on or 
after 1/1/20.

 Student must attend community college within 
6 months of release date.

 Student must comply with deadlines – same as 
GED® applicant deadlines.



Deadlines for Students Eligible under HB 2910:



19

Oregon Promise Resources
www.OregonStudentAid.gov 

Oregon Promise 
Handouts

English & Spanish
PDF

OSAC YouTube 
Channel

Oregon Promise 
Playlist

Website

FAQs

Communications 
Toolkit

Oregon Promise 
Listserv

Sign up today!

?



Tips to Support Applicants

2) Help students obtain 
and upload the official 
GED® test transcript.

3) Support students in 
filing the 

FAFSA or ORSAA.

1) Help students 
determine their 

deadline and college 
start term, based on 
their final test date.



Questions?

info@oregonpromise.org
(800) 452-8807

www.OregonPromise.org

Amy Holland, State Grants Administrator
Kyra King, Public Grants Admin. Support Specialist
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