
College Credit in High School
Commitment to a State Vision 

1

Expanding Opportunities for Oregon’s High School Students
Eric Juenemann & Erin Weeks-Earp, HECC; Kristidel McGregor, ODE

Oregon Department of Education & 
Higher Education Coordinating Commission



Oregon’s Vision 
for College 
Credit in High 
School

In support of the state’s education and 
workforce goals, every student in Oregon will 
have access to college credit in high school. 

In these courses, students will build skills, gain 
confidence, and get a head start on their path 
after high school. 

Through intentional partnerships, high schools, 
colleges, and universities will create purposeful 
career and college experiences that reduce the 
cost of college and encourage students to 
imagine and plan for their future.
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Oregon will achieve this vision by focusing on:
• affordability, 
• sustainable funding, 
• credits with a purpose, and 
• shared responsibility between K12 and higher 

education. 

The vision seeks to prioritize equitable access to 
college credit opportunities for all Oregon 
students. 
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Strategies to 
achieve vision



College Credit in High School Policy Development 

Oregon was chosen as one of 7 states to 
participate in the multi-state cohort working 
to advance state-level college credit in high 
school policy. College in High School Alliance
• Set a state vision
• Design an advising toolkit
• Propose policy changes to the Oregon 

Legislature

Increase opportunities 
for students, especially 

students in rural 
communities and 

multilingual students.
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https://collegeinhighschool.org/


Why have a 
state vision?

Align expectations across the state about who 
should take college credit in high school.

Create a common language about college credit 
in high school.

Ensure all the partners that work on college 
credit in high school have a shared idea of the 
answer to common questions such as
- Who should take these classes? How many?
- What subjects are best to take?
- Who should pay for these opportunities? 
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2025 Statewide Survey

The survey was open 
from October 7 to 20 and 
received about 600 
responses.
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2025 Statewide Survey

The survey was open 
from October 7 to 20 and 
received about 600 
responses. Community sector 17

Community college 107
Education Service District 21
High school 306
K-12 private school 6
K-8 school 20
Private higher education 14
Public university 26
Workforce 12
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2025 Statewide Survey

The survey was open 
from October 7 to 20 and 
received about 600 
responses.Community member 15

Counselor/advisor 65
Dual credit coordinator 39
Other administrator 130
Other role/staff 36
Parent or guardian 56
Student 6
Teacher/instructor/faculty 175
Workforce partner 12
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State vision 
listening 
sessions

Nov 6: 
OCCA 

Conference

Community 
College 20 people

Nov 12: 
Counselor 
Meeting

K12 
Counselors 18 people

Nov 18: 
Virtual 

Broad 
Audience 34 people

Nov 20: 
Virtual

Broad 
Audience 32 people

Nov 21: 
Dual Credit 

Meeting

DC 
Coordinators 22 people
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State vision 
listening 
sessions 
with 
students

Nov 17: ODE 
Youth Advisory 

Council

High School 
Students 12 people

Nov 24: CTE 
Student 

Advisory Council

High School and 
Community 

College Students
8 people
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Oregon’s vision for 
college credit in 
high school

In support of the state’s education and 
workforce goals, every student in Oregon will 
have access to college credit in high school. 

In these courses, students will build skills, gain 
confidence, and get a head start on their path 
after high school. 

Through intentional partnerships, high schools, 
colleges, and universities will create purposeful 
career and college experiences that reduce the 
cost of college and encourage students to 
imagine and plan for their future.
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How many students? 

In 2023-24:
 More than 27,000 high 

school students took a 
course at a community 
college

 More than 13,000 high 
school students took a 
course at an Oregon public 4-
year college or university. 

 Each high school grade had 
about 45,000 students, total 
in grades 9 to 12 of 180,000 
students in high school in a 
given year. 

 About 29%, or 1/3 of high 
school students earn college 
credit in high school (2021).

Source: Oregon Accelerated Learning Dashboard
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https://sites.ednw.org/or-accelerated-learning-dashboard/


Source: Higher Education Coordinating Commission
Community College Data Dashboard ​ and Public University Data Dashboard
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https://www.oregon.gov/highered/strategy-research/Pages/dashboard-community-colleges.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/strategy-research/Pages/dashboard-public-universities.aspx


Why college credit opportunities for all Oregon students?

Oregon students who participate 
in college credit during high 
school are 30% more likely to 
graduate from high school, 25% 
more likely to enroll in college 
and 22% more likely to persist in 
college than those who do not.

This is consistent across 
demographic groups.

Source: Accelerated Learning Access, Outcome, and Credit Transfer in 
Oregon
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https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED589159.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED589159.pdf


1. Policies: Lack of funding, instructor 
qualifications, student eligibility

2. Practices: Lack of outreach, advising, 
supports

3. Mindsets: Beliefs that dual enrollment is 
only for “advanced” students

Major barriers to participation

Source: Taylor, J. et al. University of Utah, Collaborative for Higher 
Education Research and Policy, Research Priorities for Advancing 
Equitable Dual Enrollment Policy and Practice (2022)
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https://cherp.utah.edu/_resources/documents/publications/research_priorities_for_advancing_equitable_dual_enrollment_policy_and_practice.pdf
https://cherp.utah.edu/_resources/documents/publications/research_priorities_for_advancing_equitable_dual_enrollment_policy_and_practice.pdf
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Source: Supporting Rural Students in Oregon in High School and Beyond: A Study of College Enrollment, Persistence, Transfer, and Completion Outcomes

Understanding Rural Students
Oregon Department of Education & 
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https://www.tfff.org/wp-content/uploads/RuralPostsecondary-4page.pdf
https://www.tfff.org/wp-content/uploads/RuralPostsecondary-4page.pdf
https://www.tfff.org/wp-content/uploads/RuralPostsecondary-4page.pdf


Oregon Community 
College Trends:
Rural High School 
Student Participation in 
Dual Credit

Source: Higher Education Coordinating Commission
 Community College Data Dashboard
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https://www.oregon.gov/highered/strategy-research/Pages/dashboard-community-colleges.aspx


Oregon Public 
University Trends:
Rural High School 
Student Participation in 
Dual Credit

Source: Higher Education Coordinating Commission
 Public University Data Dashboard
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https://www.oregon.gov/highered/strategy-research/Pages/dashboard-public-universities.aspx


Understanding 
Multilingual Students 

English Language 
Learners’ Participation 
in college credit in high 
school over time
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Prioritize clear communication to develop shared understanding

• High schools, Colleges, and Universities
• Students, Families and Community Organizations 

 Create an Advising Toolkit to support partnerships
• Three tiers of supports focusing on Access, Career and 

College Exploration, and Pathway Planning   

  Propose a Policy Update during the 2027 Legislative Session
• Prioritize use of funding for certain courses such as 

common course numbered courses, Tribal Languages, 
College Success, and Career Technical Education 

• Encourage high impact partnership practices that lead 
to strong access outcomes 

  Commit to a State Vision for College Credit in High School
• Developed with input from practitioners and 

communities
• Adopted by HECC and SBE
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College 
Credit in High 
School Policy 

Project

State Vision

Advising 
Toolkit

Communication 
Plan

Policy 
Proposal
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Oregon’s Vision 
for College 
Credit in High 
School

In support of the state’s education and 
workforce goals, every student in Oregon will 
have access to college credit in high school. 

In these courses, students will build skills, gain 
confidence, and get a head start on their path 
after high school. 

Through intentional partnerships, high schools, 
colleges, and universities will create purposeful 
career and college experiences that reduce the 
cost of college and encourage students to 
imagine and plan for their future.
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Additional Resources



From 
practitioners 

“Standardize Instructor Qualifications and 
Course Offerings: The availability and quality of 
dual-credit courses depend heavily on high 
school capacity and college partnerships, 
leading to significant regional and demographic 
disparities. 
Oregon should clarify and ensure consistency in 
instructor qualifications statewide and provide 
additional funding or support to schools 
(particularly those in rural or under-resourced 
areas) to increase the range of college-level 
courses available to all students”.
-October 2025 Survey Respondent, Community 
College Admin 
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From 
practitioners 

"Teacher credentialing changes in Oregon have 
made it harder to get teachers with allowance 
for dual credit teaching.
Teachers more often have MAT and there are 
fewer with a MS in their content area. Either 
ensuring that Colleges and Universities partner, 
sponsor dual credit or become more 
accommodating for teachers with high success 
rates but with a mismatching credentials that 
limit their ability to offer dual credit classes.“
-October 2025 Survey Respondent, Public 
University Admin
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From 
practitioners 

“I think that HECC/Oregon DOE should come up 
with a uniform presentation for college credit in 
high school for teachers that can be shown to 
students at the beginning of their classes to 
ensure that students know how the model 
works, how to apply for their credits, and where 
to find credit & fee information.”
-October 2025 Survey Respondent, HS Teacher
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Planning for the 
Future of College in 
High School

Projects for continuous improvement of  
state policy 
• Sponsored Dual Credit Research 
• College Credit in High School Policy 

Development 

Goals/Deliverables
• Statewide Vision for college credit in high school
• Advising Toolkit with differentiated supports for 

districts and students
• Communications plan to ensure access and 

alignment across the state
• Evidence-based funding and policy proposal to 

the Oregon Legislature in 2027
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Promising practices for promoting success for English 
learners 

• Promoting career and technical education for English 
learners through pathways-based courses.

• Providing opportunities for English learners to earn 
college credit in advanced college language courses in 
their primary languages. 

• Bringing college ESL courses into high schools—and 
making these courses count for both high school and 
college credit.

Source: JFF, 2020 Designing Dual Enrollment to Reach 
English Learners
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https://www.jff.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/EL_Dual_Enrollment_Brief-FINAL_01052021.pdf
https://www.jff.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/EL_Dual_Enrollment_Brief-FINAL_01052021.pdf
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More Students are Interested in Enrolling in Postsecondary Education  
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There are large gaps 
between the 
proportion of 
students who are 
interested in 
postsecondary 
enrollment and the 
proportion of 
students who enroll, 
and those gaps vary 
substantially by 
student group. 

Interest in Postsecondary Enrollment vs. Postsecondary Enrollment Rates
Percentage of students who answered “probably or definitely” to either two-year or four-year college, by student group, grades 9-11. 

Compared to the most recent postsecondary enrollment rates (percent of graduates who actually enrolled in a two-year or four-year 
college within a year of graduation) for high school graduates in 2021-22. 

Source: Jacoby, I. & Foster-Lawson, A. (2025). Post-Graduation Planning Research Brief, Oregon Department of 
Education. https://www.oregon.gov/ode/reports-and-data/Pages/ODE-Research-and-Data-Briefs.aspx 
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