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 The Oregon State Land-
scape Architect Board’s 
(OSLAB) continuing educa-
tion program is now over 10 
years old!  In recognition of 
that important milestone, 
the Board is considering un-
dertaking a comprehensive 
review of the program in 
2015 to evaluate what is 
working well and where   
adjustments might be pru-
dent.  The Board will want to 
hear from registrants about 
their experiences with the 
continuing education stand-
ards and audit process.  Stay 
tuned for future invitations 
to engage with the Board on 
these topics.   
 
 An important part of pro-
gram evaluation is to under-
stand program history.  Here 
are a few highlights regard-
ing the evolution of the con-
tinuing education program.  
The first notifications about 
continuing education re-
quirements were delivered to 
registrants with renewal 
statements issued in 2004.  
New rules setting the Profes-
sional Development Hours 
(PDH) required (24 per bien-
nium, now 12 per renewal 
year), defining PDH stand-
ards and establishing an 
audit process took effect on 
July 1, 2006.  The rules were 
revised in 2007 to require 

registrants to certify com-
pletion of continuing educa-
tion to the Board via signa-
ture on annual renewal 
forms.  In 2008, the contin-
uing education requirement 
was reduced to 4 PDH per 
year for registrants with 
over 25 years of registra-
tion and at least 10 years 
as an OSLAB registrant.  
That same year the Board 
adopted continuing educa-
tion standards for activa-
tion of inactive and delin-
quent registrations. 

 

 The audit process that 
exists today was fine-tuned 
over the first several years 
of implementation (2007-
2009).  In 2010, the Board 
adopted new rules clarify-
ing acceptable forms of 
documentation and memo-
rializing audit procedures.  
The Board continues to 
largely follow the same pro-

cess:  (1) random selection of 
registrants for audit, (2) audit 
target of 5% of registrants per 
year, (3) requirement for PDH 
log and supporting documenta-
tion to be submitted by regis-
trants selected for audit, and 
(4) enforcement of standards 
for validation of PDH.   
 
 Over the years, OSLAB has 
done a lot of outreach to regis-
trants about the continuing ed-
ucation requirements.  Continu-
ing education has been the top-
ic of numerous newsletter arti-
cles, as evidenced by a review 
of 2005 to 2014 newsletters 
available via the Board website.  
The Board has also conducted 
various trainings over the years 
in cooperation with the Oregon 
Chapter of the American Socie-
ty of Landscape Architects.  
And OSLAB has worked with 
many registrants through the 
audit process.   
 
 No matter how much out-
reach the Board does on contin-
uing education, there always is 
a demand for more.  Part of the 
reason for this is the continual 
addition of new registrants.  
But the Board may also look at 
whether different outreach ef-
forts might be warranted in the 
future to aid registrants in un-
derstanding requirements and 
where they can find information 
about this Board program.   
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 The Board is pleased to announce that Governor 
Kitzhaber appointed Ms. Sydney (“Syd”) Hatch to fill  the 
vacant public member position on the Board.   Her ap-
pointment became effective 12/01/2014, and she is 
appointed to serve through  06/30/2016.  Ms. Hatch  
volunteered to serve on the Board out of a love of land-
scape design and a desire to learn more about the land-
scape architecture profession.  She is a Master Gardener 
and is currently serving as the chair of the landscape 
committee for her condominium association.  She has 
served on the Lincoln City planning commission and other similar boards.  In addi-
tion to volunteering  with OSLAB, she also routinely gives of her time and skills to 
the Assistance League and Rotary Club.  Before retirement, she worked for the 
State of Oregon in Mental Health and Developmental Disability Services.   Please 
join us in welcoming Syd to OSLAB! 

 Public members are tasked with representing the interests of the general public  
in the management of a licensing board.  OSLAB is unique among state licensing 
boards by virtue of having three public members.  One public member position is 
the norm.  OSLAB’s experience with public members has been very positive.  Public 
members bring  different perspectives, skills and knowledge to the Board. 

2015 CALENDAR 
The Board has set its quarterly 

meeting schedule for the year.  

The dates are: 

 February  19 

 May 14 

 August 13 

 November 12 
 
The Board may also hold addi-

tional meetings as necessary 

to carry out Board business.    

 
Most meetings are held at the 

Association Center in Salem, 

OR.  However, the Board has 

also held meetings in the Port-

land Metro area. 

 
Notice is provided for all Board 

meetings.  Meetings of the 

Board are public meetings and 

opportunity for public com-

ment is provided.  Board staff 

is available to work with indi-

viduals interested in present-

ing an inquiry or issue before 

the Board.    

Question 1: What is the continuing education audit period?   

Closed Cases  Allegation(s) Status 

14-08-004 Unlicensed Practice Closed, Outreach Letter 

Pending Cases Allegation(s)  Status 

14-04-003 Unlicensed practice  Open 

14-11-005 Use of Title/unlicensed practice Open 

14-12-006 Code of Conduct Violation  Pending 

 

Complaint form available at:  http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/

Complaints.aspx 

http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/Complaints.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/Complaints.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/Complaints.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/Complaints.aspx�


The Board welcomes the following new  individuals and businesses as registrants of the Board 
since the last newsletter publication.   
 

Landscape Architects with Initial Registration in Oregon 
Blume, Ryan  LA844 11/13/2014 
Doran, Jebediah  LA845 11/13/2014 

New Landscape Architects by Reciprocity 
Derksen, Michael LA843 10/06/2014 CA 
Marhefka, David  LA846 11/21/2014 AZ 
Rose, Lara  LA847 11/25/2014 CA 

New Business Registrants 
Robert Sabbatini  L425 10/03/2014 CA    Robert Sabbatini, LA837 
PFS Studio  L426 11/06/2014 BC    Michael Derksen, LA843 
Pacific Comm. Design L427 11/19/2014 OR Karen Lankford, LA369  
Nature’s Paintbrush LA L428 01/21/2015 OR Tim McDaniel, LA784 
 
The following registration changes have occurred since the last newsletter publication. 
 

Delinquent Registrations   
Jones, Chris  LA801  08/31/2014 WA 
Liptan, Thomas  LA240  10/31/2014 OR 
Saldana, Gail  LA244  10/31/2014 OR  

Inactive Registrants 
Lewis, David  LA293  12/31/2014 OR 

Inactive Emeritus Registrants 
Nabeta, Ned  LA243  10/31/2014 OR 
Schutt, Kathy  LA253  11/30/2014 WA 
Johnson, Bruce  LA049  01/31/2015 OR 
 
Delinquent = failed to renew  w/in 60 days of renewal date, reinstatement via Board approval 
Inactive = while in good standing requested status change, agreed to not practice or use title, 
can request a return to active status within 5 year window.   
Emeritus Inactive = form of inactive status for registrants w/25+ years experience and at 
least 10 years of registration in Oregon, agreed to not practice but can use title, can request a 
return to active status within 5 year window 
Active = in good standing with the Board and able to practice and use title 

The following registrants recently passed continuing education audits: 

Name    Registration #  Renewal Cycle 
Hara, Todd   LA796   05/31/2014 
Krueger, Jeff   LA551   05/31/2014 
Loe, Michael   LA536   05/31/2014 
Pardee, Alan   LA435   05/31/2014 
Wrensch, Marina   LA754   05/31/2014 
Yano, Yoshifumi   LA599   04/30/2014 
  

R E G I S T R A T I O N  U P D A T E  

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  U P D A T E  

OSLAB Wants To 

Hear From YOU! 

▪ Feedback 

about this 

newsletter?  

▪ Ideas for the 

next edition?  

▪ Questions?  

CONTACT THE 

BOARD OFFICE! 

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  

Answer 1:  1st day of the month after last renewal date to next renewal date    WINTER 2015 
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OSLAB 

MISSION:  

To regulate 

the practice of 

landscape 

architecture in 

Oregon. 



804-025-0020 (1) Definitions: 
 
(a) Activity -- any course or educational endeavor that has a clear purpose and objective and 
maintains, improves or expands the professional knowledge or skill of the registrant. 
 
(b) Professional Development Hour (PDH) -- one hour (with no less than 50 minutes of direct 
involvement, commonly referred to as a contact hour) of an activity that meets the require-
ments of these regulations. 
 
(c) Structured educational activity -- any activity that has: 
 
(A) a sponsor other than the registrant; 
 
(B) evidence of pre-planning including a written objective and format; 
 
(C) an assessment component; and 
 
(D) is documented and verifiable. 
 
(d) Health, safety and welfare issue -- any issue related to the practice of landscape archi-
tecture exemplified by the most current examination required for licensure. 
 
(e) Common conversions: 
 
(A) One university quarter credit hour = 30 PDHs 
 
(B) One university semester credit hour = 45 PDHs 
 
(C) One IACET Continuing Education Unit (CEU) = 10 PDHs 
 
804-025-0020 (2) Basic Requirements as a condition of renewal: 
 
(a) Each landscape architect shall complete 12 PDH of acceptable continuing education 
requirements during the one-year period immediately preceding each annual renewal date. 
 
(b) At least 9 PDH of the continuing education requirement must be earned by completing 
structured educational activities that directly address the health, safety, and welfare issues 
of the public as related to the practice of landscape architecture. 
 
(c) If a registrant exceeds the total continuing education requirement in a renewal period, 
the registrant may carry a maximum of 12 PDH forward into the next renewal period. 
 

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  S T A N D A R D S  

OSLAB Wants To 

Hear From YOU! 

▪ Other activities 

that should be 

recognized PDH?  

▪ Different PDH 

limits for listed 

activities?  

▪ Alternative 

documentation 

types? 

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  

Page 4 and 5 

contain ex-

cerpts of key 

rules for contin-

uing education.  

To view the com-

plete set of 

rules, see  

Oregon  

Administrative 

Rule (OAR) 

Chapter 804 

Division 25. 

 

Question 2:  How many PDH does a 25 year registrant (10 yr. in OR) need?   WINTER 2015 
Page 4 

APPLICATION LESSON:  OSLAB routinely evaluates PDH audit submissions against standards 

in its rules.  Individuals and organizations are not always aware of the sideboards imposed by 

Board rules.  This can lead registrants to believe they have completed more PDHs than are 

ultimately recognized by the Board.  One recent example was with critiques of student work 

at the University of OR.  Eight (8) PDH were anticipated for 4 hr. of time in the classroom un-

der the assumption that critiquing qualified as teaching (i.e., 1 PDH per 2 hr., see page 5).  

When OSLAB reviewed this against its rules, it awarded 1 PDH for a 4 hr. critiquing session 

based on the definition of  a PDH equaling no less than 50 minutes of direct involvement in 

the activity and determination that critiquing is not teaching.   If you have PDH questions, 

Board staff is available to work with you and the Board to determine how rules apply. 

http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_800/oar_804/804_025.html�
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804-025-0020(3)(a) 
To be accepted as a PDH, a structured educational activity must be related to the practice of  
landscape architecture, performed outside of the normal performance of one's occupation, and  
contemporaneously documented.  
 
804-020-0030(3)(b)  
The following are types of PDH that may be accepted by the Board: 
 
(A) Professional or Technical presentations; making professional or technical presentations at recognized professional 
meetings, conventions or conferences may qualify for up to one PDH per reporting period. 
 
(B) Teaching or instructing a qualified presentation may be eligible for up to two PDH for each contact hour spent in the 
classroom. Teaching PDH may be available only for teaching a course or seminar in its initial presentation. Teaching PDH 
are not available to full-time faculty of any college or university. 
 
(C) Authoring; Authoring (publishing) or presenting an original paper, article or book may be eligible for up to 20 PDH per 
publication. PDH may be available for authorship or presentation of that activity, but not for both. PDH cannot be request-
ed until the paper, article, or book is actually published or presented. PDH may be available only for authorship or presen-
tation in its initial version. 
 
(D) Professional societies or organizations; Serving as an elected officer or appointed chair of a committee of an organiza-
tion in a professional society or organization may qualify for the equivalent of up to 4 PDH per reporting period. PDH of this 
type are limited to 4 PDH per organization and may be eligible only at the completion of each year of service. 
 
(E) Professional boards or commissions; Serving as an elected officer or appointed member of a professional board or com-
mission may qualify for up to 4 PDH per reporting period. PDH of this type are limited to 4 PDH per elected office or appoint-
ment and may be eligible only at the completion of each year of service. 
 
(F) Professional examination grading or writing; Serving as an exam grader or on a committee writing exam materials for a 
professional registration examination may be eligible for up to 4 PDH per exam. A maximum of 8 PDH of this type may be 
accepted per biennium. 
 
(G) Attaining specialty certifications through examination from a qualified professional society or organization may be eli-
gible for PDHs equal to two times the allotted examination time (i.e. 4 PDHs may be granted for a certification exam of 2 
hours in length). A maximum of 4 PDH of this type may be accepted per reporting period. 
 
(H) Pro-bono service that has a clear purpose and objective and maintains, improves, or expands the professional 
knowledge or skill of the registrant may be eligible for up to 1 PDH for every 4 hours of service. A maximum of 4 PDH of this 
type may be accepted per year. 
 
(I) Extended travel outside the State of Oregon may be eligible for up to 2 PDH per week of travel. 
 
(J) Attendance at industry related exhibitions such as home and garden shows may be eligible for up to 1 PDH per show. A 
maximum of 2 PDH of this type may be accepted per year. 
 
(K) Mentoring one or more students for one day at the University of Oregon Landscape Architecture Shadow Mentor Day 
program or other mentoring event may be eligible for up to 1 PDH per mentor day. A maximum of 4 PDH of this type may be 
accepted per year. 
 
(L) Membership on the regulatory board for the practice of landscape architecture may be eligible for up to 8 HSW PDH per 
year of membership. 

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  S T A N D A R D S  

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  

Answer 2:  4 PDH through continuing education activities or self study WINTER 2015 
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707 13th Street SE, Suite 114 

Salem, OR 97301 

Phone: 503-589-0093 

Fax: 503-485-2947 

E-mail:  oslab.info@state.or.us 

   

 

 

                    Mailing Address 

O R E G O N  S T A T E  
L A N D S C A P E  
A R C H I T E C T  B O A R D  

As a registrant, complying with a continuing education audit request 
is actually quite simple IF you have maintained your PDH records.  Two 
types of information must be submitted to the Board in response to an 
audit letter:  the PDH Log and supporting documentation for PDH 
claimed.  The audit process will go well if your audit response is timely 
and includes a complete PDH log and adequate documentation to 
verify the PDH completed.   

The Board strongly recommends that each registrant update his or 
her PDH log each time another activity is completed.  Also ensure PDH 
documentation is added to your continuing education file as soon 
after the activity is completed as is possible.  This will simplify the 
process of responding to an audit notification.  Organization is a 
much better strategy than gambling that you won’t be audited. 

Acceptable forms of proof of completion or attendance are:  (a) cer-
tificate of completion, (b) certificate of attendance, (c) letter con-
firming attendance, (d) transcript, or (e) written summary containing 
information listed in OAR 804-025-0030 (5) when none of (a) 
through (d) is available from a third party provider.  It is important to 
understand that the Board does not require pre-approval of PDH and 
allows registrants fairly wide latitude in the types of PDH completed.  
Again, the keys are to document what was completed and to under-
stand what types of PDH are limited as per OAR 804-025-0020(3). 

K E Y S  T O  A U D I T  S U C C E S S  

We’re on the web at:  http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/index.aspx 

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

 
2/02/15 OR Legislative Session Opens 

2/16/15 Board office closed, holiday 

2/19/15 Board quarterly meeting 

4/6-18/15 Next LARE administration 
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