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COMMISSIONER RANDY LEONARD 
CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON 

Why a Portland Catalogue?
WELCOME TO THE PORTLAND CATALOGUE OF NARROW HOUSE DESIGNS.
These twenty-three houses were selected from 426 designs submitted to the Living
Smart: Big Ideas for Small Lots competition. This two-part competition was for the
design of single-family detached houses on 25-foot wide lots. The first phase produced
forty-nine Designs of Excellence. The Portland Catalogue is the product of the second
phase of the competition. It is intended to inspire developers, home dwellers, and archi-
tects to build thoughtful, well-designed in-fill housing.

In-fill development is difficult to do well, and it is even more difficult when the lots
are only twenty-five feet wide. The complexity of this problem required more than just
one outcome. One goal of this project was to create an idea book, the Designs of
Excellence Monograph, to show just how many different possibilities exist for narrow-
lot architecture. The second and more important goal was to help shape development.
To address this issue, this catalogue of designs was created to serve as a suggestion book
for a new housing prototype.

This catalogue contains house designs that were selected for their suitability as in-fill
development in Portland, Oregon. Twenty-one designs were selected by a seven-mem-
ber jury of local architects, designers, and developers. The jury analyzed each submis-
sion for its overall design and also looked for variety in the designs; their choices show-
case innovative ideas such as alternative solutions to storing a car and the creative use of
limited interior and exterior space. Four designs—three that were also selected by the
jury, plus one more—were selected as People’s Choice Award winners. The public was
given six weeks to view and vote for their favorite design, and the four People’s Choice
selections represent a range of styles from modern to traditional. Portland City
Commissioner Randy Leonard, Competition Host, and Portland Mayor Vera Katz each
selected the same design for their award.

The range of architectural styles in this catalogue, as well as the versatility of the
designs, should prove that narrow-lot in-fill development can work for many lifestyles
in almost any neighborhood. Some designs will work well for growing families while
others would be perfect for smaller household units; some designs are flexible and can
be added onto over the years or can be modified for differing topographies or locations.
Potential residents can look to these designs for both inspiration and guidance in con-
structing houses that fit their needs today and that will become valuable assets to
Portland’s housing stock. Good design can go hand in hand with affordability, livabili-
ty, and convenience.

The development potential for this type of housing is great. Not only are there his-
toric 25-foot by 100-foot plats scattered throughout Portland’s eastside, but multi-fam-
ily zones found all around the city will also allow this type of development. Not sur-
prisingly, a number of cities across the country are looking to Portland’s success with
this form of detached housing.

This catalogue is not the finished product. The City of Portland is presenting this
publication to the public with the hope that these houses will be built, and that more
people will embrace “Living Smart,” a concept of enhancing livability through the wise
use of our diminishing urban land supply. This is our first draft, an initial contribution
to the conversation about narrow-lot development. l

I am pleased to present the Portland
Catalogue of Narrow House Designs.

This catalogue showcases the 23
winners from the second phase of

the Living Smart: Big Ideas for Small
Lots Design Competition sponsored 

by the City of Portland, Oregon.
These designs represent some 

of the many options Portland has for
welcoming in-fill housing.

Successful growth management 
is not just a local or regional 

problem, but a worldwide concern. 
I am proud that this competition will

be recognized as a model for cities
facing similar challenges and 

a testament to the ingenuity of the
international design community.

Congratulations to the winners, 
and thank you to all of the entrants

for the creative energy and 
time that you put into making 

this competition a success.
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What does it take to build stronger communities?

At the Fannie Mae Foundation, we believe that homeownership builds stronger families and in
turn builds stronger communities. That’s why we’re working to create affordable homeowner-
ship and housing opportunities through innovative partnerships and initiatives that build and
sustain healthy and vibrant communities. We believe that when 
people fulfill their dream of homeownership, it strengthens us all.



LOREN WAXMAN began purchasing and renovating old houses in Portland in 1990. He founded Harding-Waxman,
Inc. in 1991, Waxman & Associates, Inc in 1993 and Sellwood Lofts, LLC in 2000. His specialized knowledge of
vintage homes led to the creation and design of a successful line of distinct, historical homes for the new construc-
tion market. Mr. Waxman retained his flair for historic styling as he explored the need to create compatible in-fill
development with multi-family & mixed-use developments. He now specializes in properties with impediments to
redevelopment including land use and environmental issues. He prefers recycling inner-city housing stock to bull-
dozing farmers’ fields for new developments. 

Mr. Waxman grew up in Denver, Colorado and moved to Portland in 1984 to attend Lewis & Clark College. He
graduated with a BS in Biology in 1988. His development work has been recognized with a number of awards,
including the Division Street Business Merchants Association award for Development of the Year for the Clinton
Neighborhood Rowhouses and the Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League Community Development Award for
the remediation and final clean-up of the former Rose City Plating site. He was recently appointed to a four-year
term on the Portland Design Commission, which is a mayor-appointed citizen advisory committee that reviews
major projects for design & compatibility. 

LOREN J. WAXMAN PRESIDENT, WAXMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC. PORTLAND, OR
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CHRISTINE CARUSO is a practicing architect with MCM Architects and specializes in building renovation, reha-
bilitation, and construction administration. 

She earned her Master of Architecture from the University of Illinois at Chicago after receiving a Bachelor
of Arts from Case Western Reserve University in cognitive psychology, anthropology, and art history. Originally
from Northeastern Ohio, Ms. Caruso worked as a technical and music industry writer, media librarian, and
graphic design assistant. She has practiced architecture in a number of cities across the country, including
Cleveland, San Jose, Chicago, Washington D.C., and New York City. Past projects include Chicago’s House of
Blues Hotel and NYC’s Russian Tea Room restaurant. 

Ms. Caruso also teaches part-time at the Art Institute of Portland and is an active citizen volunteer, current-
ly serving on the Portland Planning Commission, a citizen commission that makes recommendations on land
use policies to the City Council. She also serves on the Roseway Neighborhood Association, the Coalition of
Central Northeast Neighbors, the Multifamily Design Infill Public Advisory Team, and the Living Smart Project
Advisory Team.

MARCY MCINELLY founded Urbsworks to redirect her focus from the design of buildings to the often-neg-
lected space between buildings in 1995, after 15 years of practicing architecture. Her portfolio consists of com-
munity designs, urban planning, zoning regulations, and planning policies. Specific projects include
streetscapes, development ordinances, zoning & design codes, and review procedures. 

She enjoys the challenge of projects with a significant public involvement and regulatory and design com-
ponents. She specializes in a design-focused approach to regulation that bridges between land use regulations
and the vision of design. 

Ms. McInelly has more than twenty-three years of experience on projects across the United States. She
earned her Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Oregon in 1982. She is a founding member of the
Portland metropolitan region’s Coalition for a Livable Future. In addition, she served as a member of the
Portland Planning Commission from 1997 to 2002. While on the Planning Commission she worked carefully
with Bureau of Planning staff to refocus the Base Zone Design Standards (the “anti-snouthouse” ordinance) to
the issue of preservation of the public realm. 

CHRISTINE CARUSO PROJECT MGR., MCM ARCHITECTS PC PORTLAND PLANNING COMMISSIONER PORTLAND, OR

MARCY MCINELLY, AIA PRINCIPAL, URBSWORKS, INC. PORTLAND, OR

Competition Jurors 
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SUENN HO’S professional design career experience has been focused on conceptual, schematic, and design development.
She has practiced in Boston, Pittsburgh, New York, Portland (OR), France, and Hong Kong. 

Ms. Ho earned her Bachelor of Arts at Williams College and her Master of Architecture at Columbia University. A
Fulbright scholar, she completed a 10-month research/documentation project of the infamous Kowloon Walled City, a
hyper-dense urban slum in Hong Kong. Subsequently, she received a research grant from the National Endowment for
the Arts (NEA) in 1995 to study and map the distinct physical and visual patterns of historic urban Chinatowns in
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and LA.

Ms. Ho has taught architecture at Columbia College and the University of Hong Kong, and has been an Adjunct
Assistant Professor at the University of Oregon and Portland State University since 1993.

SUENN HO SENIOR DESIGNER, MULVANNYG2 ARCHITECTURE PORTLAND, OR

JOHN HOLMES has been active in the design of public and private places that encourage human interaction for over
20 years. He has worked with Jim Jennings Arkhitekture in San Francisco and Larry Rouch Company in Seattle in
addition to his current firm, HOLST Architecture. Mr. Holmes’ work with Jim Jennings has been published nation-
ally and internationally. 

Mr. Holmes earned his Bachelor of Architecture at the University of Oregon in 1982 and founded HOLST
Architecture in 1992 with Jeffrey Stuhr. HOLST, a comprehensive architecture, interiors, and planning firm, has suc-
cessfully completed over 100 design and construction projects in the Northwest. “Ours is a pictorial approach that
describes architecture as motion, activity, as part of our lives,” says Mr. Holmes. With this mind, HOLST has earned
a reputation of delivering provocative, award-winning design.

His work on projects such as Pacific Northwest College of Art and Oregon Ballet Theater School and Studio has
gained critical acclaim for design that responds to its context and facilitates community. Mr. Holmes is particularly
good at developing creative solutions within tight budget and time constraints. 

JOHN T. HOLMES PRINCIPAL, HOLST ARCHITECTURE PORTLAND, OR

JEFF FISH has been building housing in Portland since 1972, shortly after he earned his Bachelors of Science in Building
Theory and Practice from Washington State University. As President of Fish Construction NW, Inc., he has focused on
providing entry-level housing for first-time home buyers. 

Mr. Fish, a Portland native, is a strong believer in Portland’s Urban Growth Boundary, recognizing that the redevelop-
ment of inner-city neighborhoods has helped to create vibrant communities. As a result of his focus on in-fill development,
most of his projects have consisted of detached single-family houses in relatively small numbers. He has built a number of
“skinny” houses and is always looking for new ways to integrate these houses into the surrounding neighborhood.
Developing affordable housing on 25-foot wide lots is a challenge, which requires Fish Construction NW, Inc. to remain
innovative and competitive. 

Mr. Fish serves on several committees of the Homebuilders Association (HBA). He represented the HBA when work-
ing with the City of Portland to develop Base Zone Design Standards. In addition, he is serving on the Project Advisory
Team of the Living Smart Project. 

JEFF FISH PRESIDENT, FISH CONSTRUCTION NW, INC. PORTLAND, OR

SUZANNE ZUNIGA’S design philosophy is grounded in sustainable design where economic, ecologic and social parameters
are balanced. She strives to enhance life, encourage community, instill beauty, and inspire the spirit with projects that are eco-
nomically sound, socially just, and presently viable. She has over nineteen years of experience designing residential, commer-
cial, educational, recreational and corporate high-rise projects. 

Ms. Zuniga earned her Master of Architecture at Yale University and her Bachelor of Architecture at the University of
Texas, Austin. She taught architecture at Yale and is a registered architect in New York, Connecticut and Oregon. Her recent
awards include a Governor’s Livability Award and the Van Evera Baily Fellowship. 

Ms. Zuniga’s work in Portland has focused on sustainable design, consulting and research, with particular attention to
housing in an urban context. She has participated in the development of a number of guidelines, specifications, and training
workshops for affordable sustainable housing. She is actively engaged in the community, currently serving as Board President
for Our Garden, Inc., a teaching community garden for at-risk youth; as a member of the Council of Trustees for Cedarwood
School, a Waldorf school; and through various collaborations with other non-profits. 

SUZANNE ZUNIGA PRINCIPAL, ARCHITECT LLC PORTLAND, OR
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HBA

We appreciate the hard work, dedication and support 
of these fine organizations who supported 

Living Smart: Big Ideas for Small Lots competition.

Bureau of Development Services
City of Portland, Oregon
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Clockwise, Top: 2004© Roxana Vargas Greenan,
Trent Greenan; 2004© Paul Laurendeau; 2004© Jill
Dau, Blair Payson, Scott Passman; 2004© Patrick
Cheung; 2004© Bryan Higgins. Opposite: 2004©
Matthew Berislavich

Portland has long 
been known for its 

innovative, visionary 
planning in which in-fill 
development is favored

and low-density sprawl is
curbed. The region’s

Urban Growth Boundary
helps to ensure that

developed land is used
efficiently. As a result,

Portland’s neighborhoods
have experienced an
increase in density as

oversized lots and vacant
slivers of land become

hosts to new housing. The
success of Portland’s 

planning, and especially
its in-fill allowance,

depends in part upon the
quality of its architecture.
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CITIES AROUND THE WORLD ARE
increasingly faced with the issue of popu-
lation growth management. We can no
longer enjoy the luxury of limitless space;
we are becoming increasingly aware of the
need to protect sensitive natural areas and
farmlands from sprawling urban develop-
ment. In-fill housing—development on
vacant land within established residential
neighborhoods—is a very efficient way of
accommodating growth. In-fill simply
makes sense: expensive infrastructure like
streets and sewers already exists; goods
and services are often nearby. In Portland,
Oregon, 25-foot wide residential lots
offer in-fill opportunity and pose an even
greater challenge than typical in-fill devel-
opment on 50 to 100-foot wide lots.

Portland has long been known for its
innovative, visionary planning in which
in-fill development is favored and low-
density sprawl is curbed. The region’s
Urban Growth Boundary helps to ensure
that developed land is used efficiently. As
a result, Portland’s neighborhoods have
experienced an increase in density as over-
sized lots and vacant slivers of land
become hosts to new housing. The suc-
cess of Portland’s planning, and especially
its in-fill allowance, depends in part upon
the quality of its architecture. New hous-
es must fit into established neighbor-
hoods gracefully, immediately becoming
good neighbors within longstanding
communities. Sensitive design can help
ease the tension of increased density. The
Living Smart house design competition,
hosted by the City of Portland, was held
to ensure that there are high-quality
options for narrow-lot development.

Living Smart
A NEW APPROACH

As with most American cities, Portland
has a wide variety of architectural styles;
neighborhoods range from architecturally
cohesive planned communities to stylisti-
cally diverse areas that were once sparsely
populated but experienced in-fill devel-
opment over the course of many years.
Housing booms in the 1920s and 1950s
left a legacy of Craftsman bungalows and
single-story ranch houses, but one can
also find Victorian-era homes and vernac-
ular farmhouses. As a result, there is no
single house design that could be deemed
an appropriate addition to all of
Portland’s neighborhoods.

The development standards in the
City’s Zoning Code are designed to
ensure that new housing development
will be compatible with the City’s charac-
ter, regardless of the neighborhood. These
development standards encourage wel-
coming façades in which the main pedes-
trian entrance is pleasant and predomi-
nant. They promote “eyes on the street”
to foster an active engagement with the
public realm. Blank façades, garage dom-
inance, and hard-to-find front doors are

discouraged. Sustainable technologies,
designs that support a range of lifestyle
choices, and privacy for the residents are
also supported by the development stan-
dards. In all, these standards are intended
to create lively neighborhoods in which
public interaction is fostered but where
privacy is also valued.

In a city like Portland where residents
have become accustomed to traditional
residential design and strong neighbor-
hoods, in-fill housing, and especially on
25-foot wide lots, must be handled skill-
fully. Narrow-lot development is compli-
cated because the very nature of the lot—
its extreme narrowness—is often incom-
patible with surrounding development
patterns. Regular-width architecture can-
not simply be slimmed down to fit into a
narrow lot; narrow lots demand their own
architectural solutions in order to be
compatible with the surrounding neigh-
borhood and still offer residents a com-
fortable home.

Neighborhood compatibility is not
just about architectural style: it is about
scale, massing, and how the house is sited
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on its lot. Due to side-yard setback
requirements, most of these in-fill houses
are only fifteen feet wide. Because the
houses are so narrow, they are almost
always two stories tall; the height-to-
width ratio must be handled carefully so
that the resulting house looks balanced
and the narrowness of the house does not
become exaggerated. Careful design can
help to reduce the intense verticality of
these houses and help them relate to the
adjacent houses. 

The designs that the jury chose for this
catalogue found a way to break up the
façade and keep the proportions pleasing.
Somewhat counter-intuitively, some
designs were far less than 15 feet wide in
places. While making a narrow house
even narrower seems counter productive,
doing so creates private courtyards and
intriguing inside/outside interactions.
This move away from a plain box toward
an articulated framework makes for a
more interesting house.

“We spend too much time looking at
the past and deriving our truth from it,”
stated one juror as he argued for the need
to come up with fresh ideas for narrow-
lot development. From the sleek modern
boxes to the traditional gable-roofed
houses, the designs in this catalogue
advance the debate about what consti-
tutes good in-fill housing development.

The pure simplicity of some of the
designs imbues them with an understated
grace that would be welcomed in any
neighborhood. Clarity of design and a
clean façade—both hallmarks of modern
architecture—can help ease the transition
between old and new housing. 

One possible outcome of this compe-
tition may be to assist the market in
catching up with the evolution of archi-
tecture. “How do you get people to
understand something that doesn’t exist?
There is an untapped market for modern
design, but because it’s not built very
often, most builders assume that it won’t
sell. There is a variety of tastes out there
and that’s why we need a variety of solu-
tions,” stated another juror. 

Will these house designs fit into
Portland neighborhoods? We hope to
find out soon. However, it is important to
not judge anything solely based on what
has come before: architecture is a con-
stantly developing field, but it cannot be
fully assessed until it has been experi-
enced. Narrow-lot in-fill development is
the latest challenge for designers, builders
and neighborhoods alike. It is exciting
that so many designers from around the
world took the challenge and participated
in this competition to help Portland work
on a “Living Smart” solution for narrow
lot development. l

“There is an untapped
market for modern
design, but because 

it’s not built very often,
most builders assume

that it won’t sell. 
There is a variety 

of tastes out there and
that’s why we need 

a variety of solutions.”

—Portland Juror 
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COMMISSIONER LEONARD’S CHOICE & MAYOR KATZ’S CHOICE Eric Schnell Portland, OR
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE Tony Wai Vancouver, BC, Canada
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE & JURY SELECTION Jill Dau, Blair Payson, Scott Passman Portland, OR
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE & JURY SELECTION Bryan Higgins, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP Portland, OR
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104681355-tN

Living
room

board &
batten

SIDEWALK  VIEW
LOOKING FROM
THE NORTHWEST

SOUTH ELEVATION BUILDING SECTION AWEST ELEVATION

SITE PLAN

SECOND FLOOR
PLAN

FIRST FLOOR
PLAN

living room

25’
10

0’

A
A

15’15’

58
’-6

”

64
’-6

”

N

23
’

wood
sun shades

cement fiber
siding

wood
sun shades

Narrow Lot Single-Family
House Design
Category: PDX 1
Narrative: The proposal seeks a building type
that is appropriate in scale and character to
older existing homes. Elements from wooden
vernacular structures of the Pacific Northwest
inspired the building form that mitigates the
vertical proportions with a gable side and
shed roof facing the street. The building front-
age is activated with an entry porch and bal-
cony with projecting brackets. The garage
becomes a secondary feature and addresses
the pedestrian with windows to the street.
Sustainable techniques and building materi-
als such as orienting the long axis east/west,
sun shades to the south, renewable materi-
als and certified wood are used in the struc-
ture and finishes.
Data:
Square footage: 1st floor: 850 sq. ft
(including garage)

2nd floor: 682 sq. ft.
Total 1532 sq. ft.

Building coverage: 904 sq. ft.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE & JURY SELECTION Roxana Vargas Greenan, Trent Greenan Berkeley, CA
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JURY SELECTION Patrick Cheung Markham, ONT, Canada
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JURY SELECTION Erick Villagomez Vancouver, BC, Canada
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JURY SELECTION Carlo Carbone Montreal, QC, Canada
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JURY SELECTION Steven Lamothe Weymouth, MA
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JURY SELECTION Michel Laflamme, Jim Ralph Vancouver, BC, Canada

©
2004 M

IC
H

EL LA
FLA

M
M

E, JIM
 R

A
LPH

—
Po

rtlan
d

 C
atalo

g
u

e Ju
ry N

o
tes

“Efficien
t stru

ctu
re th

ro
u

g
h

 u
se o

f p
an

els an
d

 clearest u
se o

f w
o

o
d

 as tecto
n

ic fo
rm

.”



—
Po

rt
la

n
d

 C
at

al
o

g
u

e 
Ju

ry
 N

o
te

s

24

©
20

04
 J

O
R

G
E 

A
B

A
D

, R
O

B
 A

N
A

ST
ES

, R
H

O
N

D
A

 A
N

G
ER

IO
, J

A
M

EY
G

LU
EC

K
, E

D
 G

O
R

D
O

N
, F

R
ED

 J
ER

N
IG

A
N

, K
EN

YO
N

 W
O

R
R

EL

JURY SELECTION Jorge Abad, Rob Anastes, Rhonda Angerio, Jamey Glueck, Ed Gordon, 
Fred Jernigan, Kenyon Worrel  Raleigh, NC
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PDX 1   MAX HOUSE

The MAX HOUSE creates the maximum 
space out of the minimum volume. 
Neighborhood oriented, kitchen and 
dining room front the street at ground 
level while the above living room extends 
outwards with its balcony. Bedrooms are 
at the rear for quietness. Spread on three 
levels, each room enjoys privacy, iso-
lated by a central staircase. The master 
bedroom connects as a mezzanine with 
the living room’s double height ceiling. A 
shared driveway allows car access to the 
back garage. Facades are made of natu-
ral materials, copper, slate and varying 
species of wood for subtle rhythm.

Building coverage: 650 sq. ft.
Total square footage: 1 360 sq. ft.
Level 0: 600 sq. ft.
Level 1: 560 sq. ft.
Level 2: 200 sq. ft.

site plan
1/16” = 1’-0”

plan level 0
1/8” = 1’-0”

plan level 1
1/8” = 1’-0”

plan level 2
1/8” = 1’-0”

section A
1/8” = 1’-0”

living room looking towards street

street elevation
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JURY SELECTION Paul Laurendeau Montreal, QC, Canada
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JURY SELECTION Wayne T. Chevalier, Adin Dunning, Jeremy Fredrichs Seattle, WA
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ground level 1:8 2nd level 1:8 site plan 1:16

section 1:8

aerial view

1.  covered entry/motor court
2.  bedroom
3.  bath
4.  deck
5.  living room
6.  dining room
7.  kitchen
8.  terrace
9.  planted roof

view to living room

1

2

2

3

w/d

5

6

7

4

8

8

3

9

15’-0”

65
’-6

”

25’-0” 50’-0”

44
’-6

”

SWITCH (pdx1)

1047101218-C91047101218-C9

Portland is known for its public transporta-
tion.  The city fosters travel by foot, bike, car, 
bus, trolley and max train.  Residents move 
through the urban fabric with ease, switch-
ing between these modes of movement.  In 
recognizing the flexibility of Portland’s 
transportation infrastructure, new design 
opportunities appear for its architecture.  
 The SWITCH house responds to this 
trend by creating a flexible frontage – a wel-
coming entry that functions as a covered 
porch or secure garage.  Contrary to the 
typical narrow lot house, this dwelling has 
large open public spaces on both levels of 
the dwelling, promoting interaction with 
neighbors on the street.  
 The home is a simple construction of 
wood framing over a Rastra block base, a 
material that provides thermal mass. FSC 
wood products complete the framing and 
cladding system.  An eco-roof provides 
insulation and gray water collection for 
irrigating the lawn and flushing toilets. A 
single on-demand water heater supplies 
the radiant floor system.
 
Total SF=1,483sf (ground level=668sf; 
second level=815sf ).  Lot Coverage = 984sf.

JURY SELECTION Paul McKean, AIA, Amy Donahue Portland, OR
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JURY SELECTION Kevin Fischer, Collin Robinson Portland, OR
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Louvered Grille

Street Perspective

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Main Stair
Butler Stair
Garage
Laundry
Family
Entry
Office
Living
Dining
Kitchen
Mud
Bedroom
Bath 
Whole House 
Fan    

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

12

2

2

1

1

2

1

14

14 

14

Plans:
Scale 1/8" = 1'-0"

B 1     2 Site Plan:
1/16"=1'-0"

Street Elevation         1/8" = 1'-0"

North Elevation
1/8" = 1'-0"

Stair Diagram

6

N

2025 square foot house

The Stair and the Stairwell are the core of 
this project.  Dual stairs at each level are the 
sublime twist in the endless search for the 
perfect housing plan.  Simplicity and 
efficiency are found in balance and 
symmetry.  This modern home (with a 
butler's stair) lives and breathes through the 
stairwell.  A large whole house fan draws 
fresh air up from the daylight basement, 
through the open first floor, to a louvered 
grill at the stair head.  This provides cooling 
in the summer while warm air in the house 
will easily rise in the winter.
The floor plans are Spartan and spacious.  
Bedrooms are modest with large closets.  
The bathroom is divided for family use.  The 
first floor is open with a small office alcove 
at the front.  This room provides a buffer 
from the street and a place that connects 
the homeowner to the day or evening street.  
The house sits on a daylight basement.  
This mitigates the impact of the garage 
door on the street elevation and provides a 
well lit family room.

PDX-1
1044221521-XN
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JURY SELECTION Hannes Wind, Julia Zeleny Vienna, Austria
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JURY SELECTION Peter Albertson, Michael Boes San Francisco, CA
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JURY SELECTION Jeffrey Stern Portland, OR
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JURY SELECTION Tom Gregg, AIA Portland, OR
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Section

Site Plan

1

3

2

Lower Level Plan

1  Laundry
2  Multi-Purpose
3  Utility & Storage

2
1 3

1  Bedroom

1 1

Open House

Category: PDX 2
Living Area: 1468 sf, Lower Level: 523 sf
Building Coverage: 1040 sf

1  Lawn
2  Stormwater Weir
3  Crushed Granite

104626127-of

1

Main Level Plan

2

3

1  Family
2  Kitchen
3  Living

Upper Level Plan

15’-0”

74
’-

0”

Simple framing, structural clarity and an open 
plan support livability with modest means. A 
variety of exterior material options encourage a 
site-specific response to neighboring buildings 
and express client taste. Primary finish materials 
include cedar siding, fiber-cement panels and 
integrally colored cement plaster. Window area, 
representing less than 20 percent of the home’s 
exterior wall area, is positioned to minimize loss 
of adjacent neighbor privacy while admitting 
daylight deep into the home. Interior blinds adjust 
daylight levels while controlling resident privacy. 
Exterior areas are developed to encourage social 
interaction, minimize impervious surfaces and 
utilize storm water for irrigation on site. The 
interior of the home is developed to address the 
limited width of the space, with two-story volumes 
providing spatial relief from the long, narrow site. 
An arched entry elevation emphasizes connection 
to street and community.
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JURY SELECTION Matthew Berislavich Independence, MO
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JURY SELECTION Bruce Fisher Brooklyn, NY
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JURY SELECTION Kimberly Pannan Portland, OR
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JURY SELECTION Jim Kudrna, Casey J. Hull, Mack Caldwell Norman, OK

©
20

04
 B

R
U

C
E 

FI
SH

ER

—
Po

rt
la

n
d

 C
at

al
o

g
u

e 
Ju

ry
 N

o
te

s

“O
n

ly
 f

ea
si

b
le

 u
n

it
 f

o
r 

la
rg

er
 f

am
ili

es
; w

o
u

ld
 w

o
rk

 w
el

l i
n

 m
ir

ro
re

d
 p

ai
rs

 o
r 

at
ta

ch
ed

 d
o

u
b

le
s.

”



Portland/Westside Aloha 755 NW 185th Avenue  (503) 645-7425 Cedar Hills 10665 SW Butner Road (503) 644-1178 Forest Grove 2134 NE Main (503) 357-6731 Hillsboro 21700 NW Wagon Way (503) 531-7277 

NW Portland 1320 NW 19th Avenue  (503) 223-8141 Raleigh Hills 4605 SW Scholls Ferry Road   (503) 292-4471      Portland/Eastside NE Portland 6250 NE MLK Jr. Boulevard (503) 287-1136 Oak Grove 3260 SE Oak Grove

Boulevard  (503) 659-2147  Rockwood 18608 SE Stark Street  (503) 665-0131 West Linn 2351 SW Borland Road (503) 638-7575       South  Albany 415 1st Avenue E  (541) 926-1525 Newberg 200 N. Elliott  (503) 554-7277 

Salem 4050 Salem Indus. Drive NE (503) 390-9181     Central Oregon Bend 1311 SE Wilson Avenue  (541) 385-7277 Burns 1 S Broadway Avenue  (541) 573-5211 Madras 1435 SW Highway 97 (541) 475-3824 

Prineville 601 N Main Street (541) 447-7217  Redmond 443 SW Evergreen Avenue (541) 548-6051     SW Washington Vancouver 6400 E 18th Street (360) 696-0051 Woodland 1146 N. Goerig Street (360) 225-8231

GO WHERE THE BUILDERS G0

At some point you have to ask yourself...

Do I just want to build it? Or do I want to build it better? 

Whether it’s choosing the right products, creating the design, doing it yourself or finding 
a pro to help, choose Parr Lumber.

FREE Delivery • Financing Available • 20 Convenient Locations

Here it is in a nutshell, anybody can

help you build. Parr helps you build it

better. If you really care about the 

projects you take on, you have to start

with superior products and profes-

sional advice. Ask around. Parr’s 70

year reputation was built on their

knowledge of construction and the

high grade quality of their products.

Parr Lumber is the kind of company

you want to buy from if you really

care about what you build and what

you build with. 
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COPYRIGHT INFORMATION. All rights reserved. The submitted
entry of each Design Team is protected under common law and
federal statutory copyright law. Each Design Team has given per-
mission for the publication of their respective plans in this publi-
cation. No part of any Design Team entry may be reproduced or
used in any form or by any means without prior written permission
by the City of Portland or the Design Team. Each Design Team is
the author and owner of the drawings, specifications and other
documents that comprise the Team’s submitted entry depicted in
this publication. No person or entity may use a Design Team’s sub-
mitted entry in any manner, including the preparation of con-
struction documents, without first obtaining the Team’s specific
written approval and compensating the Design Team.
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222 Northwest Fifth Avenue
Portland, OR 97209
tel: 503.823.3400 
fax: 503.823.3435

www.pdc.us/housing

PORTLAND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

HOUSING

The Portland Development Commission has been

working in Portland’s neighborhoods for over 45 

years. Our goal is to create a safe, healthy and 

economically prosperous city.

PDC’s housing programs target a variety of Portland’s

housing objectives including density, mixed-use, transit-

oriented and affordability for a variety of income levels.

Working with our many community partners, it is our

goal to help provide decent, affordable housing 

for all Portlanders and their families.

www.pdc.us 



The thing about numbers is, they usually don’t tell the whole story. Take the ones

on your gas meter. Oh sure, they measure how much natural gas you use. But

they don’t factor in everything that’s available to you, at no extra charge. Like

the person who’ll come out to your home to make sure all your gas equipment

is working safely and efficiently. Or rebates and financing plans that make

installing high-efficiency gas equipment simple and affordable. Or payment plans

that make household budgeting easier. You understand, there’s no way we can

fit all that in those tiny windows. For more information on these and other

helpful NW Natural programs, visit nwnatural.com, or call 1-800-927-6123.




