
We are repeating the past instead of preparing for 
the future, assuming that someone else, somewhere 
else will take care of the needed housing. 

This can’t continue if we 
want Oregon to thrive.

If it seems like there aren’t enough options to rent or buy 
where you’re looking, it’s true! There’s a reason for that: 
we’ve been building too few homes in too few places for 
decades. The result is sky-high rents and home prices. 
This is hardest on those who can least a�ord it, driving up 
the cost of living and even landing people on the streets. 
For people of color and marginalized communities, it 
continues a history of segregation making it harder to 
find a home that meets their needs.

As a result of the housing shortage, you may be:

Commuting long 
distances between a home 
you can afford and the 
stores, services, and 
jobs you need to reach

Seeing more housing 
instability around you, 
or even be at risk of 
losing your own home

Having trouble paying rent while 
living on a fixed income or 
supporting someone who does, 
such as a family member who is 
aging or living with a disability

Struggling to find 
workers or accepting 
a job offer because it 
is difficult to find 
affordable housing 
nearby

Unable to buy your 
first home or priced 
out OF areas near 
family, friends, and 
your community

FALL in housing 
production, 
rise in prices
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There is no silver bullet. 
We need all of these 
solutions and more to 
close the housing gap. 
That’s why it’s important 
that we advance a package 
of work developed with 
housing leaders and 
community engagement 
over the past year. 

You may be asking, isn’t 
there a simple way to fix this? 
can we just…

WE NEED
MORE HOUSING 
CHOICES FOR 
EVERYONE, 
Everywhere

increase home ownership?

YES! We need to build more starter homes 
for first-time buyers. But we also need more 
rental units of all types, whether they are 
accessory dwelling units, duplexes, apartments 
or any other creative solution. 

reduce development costs? 

YES! It is an e�cient use of public funds to 
leverage the market to build more housing. But 
tax abatements already exist and we wouldn’t be 
in such a crisis if they worked on their own. There 
are some types of deeply a�ordable housing that 
the market will never build. 

provide more land?

YES! Some communities do need 
additional land for housing, but land 
by itself isn’t enough. It needs to be 
development-ready, either with new 
infrastructure in expansion areas or 
by allowing for infill in existing 
neighborhoods. 

speed up permitting? 

YES! Local governments often need more 
capacity to serve a growing market, and the 
permitting process is often overly complicated. 
Streamlining permitting can help reduce costs, 
allowing for more housing production. But on its 
own, this won’t produce the mix of housing we 
need in the places that need it most. We need 
more housing choices everywhere for everyone.

build enough affordable 
housing for everyone who 
needs it?

YES! We must provide subsidized housing 
to those who need it now. But in the long 
term, it won’t be enough if the overall 
housing shortage keeps growing, leaving 
those lower income income brackets 
competing over the same limited supply. Both 
government and private developers need to 
ramp up to meet our needs. 

By adopting the Oregon Housing Needs Analysis, The Oregon Legislature is making 
fundamental changes to our system that will remove barriers to building more 
homes by:

Regularly reporting on available housing in each community for existing and future residents, 
including those who have been historically excluded 
  
Requiring every community to make progress on providing its fair share of housing choices 
and work towards more fair and equitable housing outcomes

Ensuring that cities reduce key barriers to housing development, like zoning, inadequate 
infrastructure, and permitting delays

Measuring progress in production, a�ordability, and choice and holding ourselves accountable 
when we don’t follow through 

Expanding and coordinating the state’s role in supporting local housing production

Working together to make land production-ready for housing, while also protecting Oregon’s 
landscapes and working lands for a diverse economy 



                     Since 1973, Oregon has required planning for A  

            Diversity of quality, affordable housing in all Communities         

 throughout the state. We refer to this as Goal 10, and we have noT lived up 

to these requirements. OHNA policies aim to increase housing production, 

affordability, and choice, making good on the Goal 10 promise to Oregonians.

The Oregon Legislature paved the way for OHNA 
implementation with the passage of House Bill 2001, part 
of a much larger package of needed housing solutions. 

It will take time, but with the right tools and resources, we 
can create housing choices for everyone, everywhere in 
Oregon. But there is still a lot of work to do, and we’ll have 
to work together to achieve our housing goals.

NEXTSTEPS
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Setting statewide rules that 

increase housing production, 

affordability, and choice
FOR MORE INFO

Providing support and funding 

for local implementation

Working with local 

governments to adopt 

housing plans and take action

Learn more 
about OHNA

Feel free to email us with specific questions at:
housing.dlcd@dlcd.oregon.gov 

Housing 
GovDelivery 
for future 
notices to get 
involved


