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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New State Librarian Named

Salem, Ore – Jennifer Patterson has been appointed as Oregon’s next State Librarian by
Governor Kate Brown. Patterson will begin her tenure as director of the State Library of Oregon
on May 13, 2019, pending Senate confirmation on May 8.
Patterson joins the State Library with more than 20 years of library experience. She most
recently served as associate dean of learning resources at Edmonds Community College in
Lynnwood, Washington. Patterson’s prior experience includes leadership roles such as head of
access services for the University of Washington Bothell, customer experience manager at the
Pierce County Library System in Tacoma, Washington, and public services director at The
Seattle Public Library. Patterson has a master’s degree in Library and Information Science from
the University of California Los Angeles and a master’s degree in Public Administration from
the University of Colorado Denver.
As a skilled library leader with expertise in budget and policy development and management,
strategic planning, and human resources, Patterson hopes to build upon efforts to raise the profile
of the State Library of Oregon and create strategic goals and priorities that align with stakeholder
interests and needs. Her immediate priorities include establishing working relationships with
State Library staff, developing a comprehensive understanding of current programs and services,
and engaging with stakeholders to ensure that the State Library of Oregon continues to bring
value to communities throughout Oregon.

The State Library provides leadership and resources to continue growing vibrant library services for
Oregonians with print disabilities, the Legislature and state government, and all Oregonians through
local libraries.
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